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PMEFACE. 



In the fummer of the year 1798, I was induced, from 
the various accounts that had reached me refpefting the 
grandeur of the mountain fcencry of North Wales, to 
appropriate three months to a ramble through all its moil 
interefting parts. I accordingly fet out from Cambridge, 
(where I was then refident,) foon after *the commencement 
of the long vacation, and proceeded, in the crofs-country 
coaches, immediately to Chefter. From Chefter I leifurely 
flcirted the north coaft of Wales, along the great Irifh 
road *, through St. Afaph and Conwy, to Bangor. At 
Caernarvon I remained for a confiderable time, making 
excurfions in all dire£lions among the mountains, and. 
through the principal parts of the ifland of Anglefea. 
When I had examined all the places that I could learn 
were worth notice, I continued my route, entirely round 
the country, vifiting, in my courfe, Harlech, Barmouth, 
Dolgelle, Machynlleth, Llanydloes, Newtown, Montgo- 
mery, Wel(h Pool, Ofweftry, Wrexham, and Mold. From 
Mold I crofTed over (towards the interior) to Ruthin, and 
proceeded through Llangollen, Corwen, and Bala, to 
Shrewfbury, whence, in the month of September, I re- 
turned to Cambridge^ 

• Except only in going from the village of Northop to Flint, 
and thence to Holywell, in the whole not more than eight miles. 

A 3 . Not 
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VI PREFACE. 

Not fatisfied with this finglc journey, I returned into 
North Wales in the year 1801, and rcfided there four 
months more j during June, July, Auguft, and Septemberi 
In this latter excurfion my time was chiefly occupied in 
examining the counties of Caernarvon and Merioneth, and 
the ifland of Anglefea, vifiting again, in thefe counties, all ^ 
the places that 1 had before feen, afcending moft of the 
principal mountains, and fearching about for other, new 
and interefting, objefls. 

Previoufly to my firft journey, I had made feveral tours 
through nearly all thf romantic parts of the North of 
England. I can, however, with truth declare, that, taken 
in the whole, I have not found thefe by any means fo 
interefting as fouf of the fix counties of North Wales, 
namely, Denbighftiire, Caernarvonfhire, Merionethfhire, 
and Anglefea. The traveller of tafte (in fearch of grand 
and ftupendous fcenery), the naturalift, and the antiquary, 
have all, in this romantic country, full fcope for their re- 
fpeftive purfuitSf 

My mode of travelling was principally as a pedeftrian, 
but fometimes I took horfes, and ac other times proceeded 
in carriages, as I found it convenient. A traveller on foot, 
if he has health and fpirits, has, in my ; opinion, many 
advantages over all others : of thefe^ the moft eflential is 
that complete independance on every thing but his own 
exertions, which will enable him, without difficulty, to 
vifit and examine various places that are altogether inac- 
ceflible to,perfous cither in carriages or on horfcback. 

From my firft entrance into the country I had formed a 
determination, if 1 found my obfervations fufficiently in- 
terefting, to lay the refult of them before the public. This 
I did in my Tour round North Wales^ publiflied about four 
years ago. Till that journey was nearly completed, no 
I tour 
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PREFACE. VU 

tour of any importance, later than that of Mr. Pennant, 
(originally publifhed in 1778,) had come to my knowledge. 
I had not then heard of thofe either of Mr. Aikin, Mr. 
Warner, or Mr. Skrine, and therefore, not without reafon, 
confidered myfelf as filling an unoccupied place in Briti(h 
topography. The work, notwithftanding there were no 
fewer than half a dozen others, of a nearly (imilar nature, 
publifhed about the fame time, was fo well received by the 
public, as to afford reafonable hopes of fuccefs to frcfli 
exertions. The prefent volumes are the offspring of thefc 
exertions. How they will be received, remains yet to be 
decided. 

To this work is attached a Map of North Wales ^ compiled 
from the mod authentic fourccs, to which I could have 
accefs, and correfted by my own obfervations. I fear that, 
in many inftances, it may be found inaccurate, but as 
Mr. Evans's " Map of North Wales," which contains by far 
the fewcft errors of any that has been yet publifhed, now 
fells at the enormous price of a guinea, I was, from this 
circumftance, induced to attempt the compilation of ^ new 
one to illuftrate my own journey. If it only tends to 
reduce the price of Evans's map, I Ihall confider the labour 
and expence that have bden bellowed upon it as fufficiently 
repaid. 

The Itinerary y inferted in the fecond volume, will be found 
of confiderabie ufe to the traveller, as it contains a notice 
of almoft every objefl worth vifiting throughout the whole 
of North W«les. It contains alfp an account of the dif- 
tances, and a charader (as I found them) of moft of the 
inns. ' 

Since, in a periodical work of defervedly high celebrity, 
it was remarked of niy ^^ Tour round North Wales,'* that 
I had quoted many books as 'authority for my biftorical 

A 4 data. 
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datai the references to which appeared rather to be taken 
through the medium of other books, than from the writers 
themfelves; I think it neceflfary here to declare, that, of 
all the following authors, I have perufed the originals, and 
every reference to them is made on my own examination* 
Various other writers are quoted fi:pm my own perufal, 
but of the titles of their works I have preferved no 
memorandum. 



A LIST of tie principal Hijlorical ff^orks quoted in ihi 
following Volumes, 

Bede. Hiftoria Ecclefiaftica gentis Anglorum, a vencrabili 
Beda. Folio, .,.•••• Cantabr. 1643. 

Blunt. Fragmenta Antiquitatis, or ancient Tenures of 
Land, and Jocular Cuftoms of fome Manors, by 
Thomas Blunt \ with additions, &c. by Jofiah Beck- 
with, F.A.S. 8vo York, 1784. 

Borlafe. Antiquities of Cornwall. Folio. London, 1754. 

Burney. Hiftory of MuGc. 3 vols. 4to. London, 1776. 

Gir. Cambrenfis. Itinerarium Cambrian, apud Anglica, Nor- 
mannica, Hibernica, Cambrica, a vcteribus Scripta. 
Gul. Camdeno. Folio. . . . Frankfort, 1603. 

Camb* Reg* Cambrian Regifter, vols. i. and li. 

London, 1795, &c. 

Camden. Camden's Britannia, edited by bifhop Gibfon. 
Folio. ...,...,., London, 1696. 

-■■ Camden's Britannia, edited by Gough. 3 vols, 

folio. . f • « • • f . • . • London, 1789. 

Carte. Hiftory of England, by Thomas Carte, gentleman. 
3 vols, folio. ....... London, 1747, &c. 

Chron. Sax. Chronicon Saxonicum. , 410. Oxf. 1662. 

Clarendon. 
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Clarendon. Hiftory of the Rebellion. 6 vols. 8ro. 

Oxford, 17075 

Drayton. Polyolbion, Folio London, 161 2« 

Dugdak. Monafticon Anglicanum. 2 vols, folio. 

-— Baronage of England. Folio. 

^ ' ' .. ■ Troubles in Engiand. Folio. . London, i68i. 
Fuller. Hiftory of Englifli Worthies. Folio. 1662. 

Chur4:h Hiftory of Britain. Folio. 1655. 

Grofe. Antiquities of England and Wales. 10 vols. 4to« 

London, 1784. 
Gutch. Colleftanea Curiofa, or Mifcellaneous Trads re- 
lating to the Hiftory and Antiquities of England and 

Ireland. 2 vols. 8vo Oxford, 1781. 

Hawkins. General Hiftory of Mufic. 5 vols. 410. London. 
Holinjhed. Chronicle. 2 vols, folio. . London, 1585-6. 
Jones. Muiical and Poetical Relics of the Welfh Bards. 

Folio. . • • • . London^ 

- — - Bardic Mufeum of primitive Britifh Literature. 

Folio. London, 1802. 

Joviusy Defcriptio Britanniae, ex libro Pauli Jovii. 410. 

1568. 
Leland, Itinci'ary, edited by Hearne. 5 vols. 8vo. ^ 

1— ColleSanea de Rebus Britannicis. 6 vols. 8vo. 

Llwyd. Cammentarioli Britanniae defcriptionis Fragmen- 

tum, audlore Humfredo Llwyd. i2mo. 1572. 
hyttkton. Hiftory of the Reign of king Henry II. 4. vols. 
4to. .....,.-.. London, 1767. 

Lywarch Hen. The Heroic Elegies, and other Pieces of 
Llywarch Hen, with a literal Tranflation, by William 

Owen. 8vo. . London, 1792. 

Paris. Mathaei Paris Monachi Albanenfis Angli, Hiftoria 

Major. Folio, London, 1684. 

Pennant. Jovirnc J through North Wales. 2 vols. 4to. 

London, 17S4. 
Pennant* 
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Pennant. Hiftory of Whitford and Holywell. 4to. 

London, i 796. 

Peterhoufe MS. A Chronicle of England, from the Time 
of Brutus, copied by Dr. Warke worth, Mafter of 
St. Peter's College, Cambridge, from the writing of 
Matthew Cax ton, then in Weftminfter. Mantifcripty 
dated 1482.' It (lands in the College library, i. 9. 4* 

Phillips. Hiftory and Antiquities of Shrewfbury from its 
Foundation, 410. 

Powel^ The Hiitorie of Cambria, written originally in the 
Britiih language, above 200 years pad, tranflated into 
Englifli by H. Lhoyd 5 correfted and augmented by 
D, Powel, D.D. 4to. ... . London, 1584. 

'RuJh'WQrth. Hiftorical Colleftions, by John Rufhwortb, 
late of Lincoln's Inn, efq. 8 vols^ folio. 

London, 1692. 

&peed. The Theatre of Great Britain. 2 vols, folio. 

Loudon, 161 1. 

' &to'w. Annales, or a General Chronicle of England, begun 

by John Stow, continued and augmented by Edward 

Howes. FoKo London, 163 1. 

Sirutt. A Chronicle of England from the Landing of 
Julius Cscfar to the Norman Conqueft. 2 vols 4to. 

London, 1779. 

Tanner. Notitia Monaflica,; with additions by James Naf- 
mith, A.M. Folio. . • • • Cambridge, 1787. 

UJfer. Britannicaruni Ecclcfiarum Antiquitates, Jacobo 
UflTerio. 4to London, 1639. 

Walftngham. Hiftoria brevis, Thomae Walfingham, ab Ed- 
wardi primo, ad Henricum quintum. Folio. 1574. 

Warrington. Hiftory of Wales. 4t©. 

Matt. JVeflm. Florfcs Hiftoriarum, per Matthaeum Weft- 
monafterienfcm. Folio. . . . . London, 1570. 

Whitaher. Hiftory of Manchcfter. 2 vols. 8vo.'i773. 

WhitelocL 
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* 

fFhitelock. Memorials of Englifti Affairs, from the Begin- 
ning of the reign of Charles 1. to the Reftoration of 
Charles II. Folio. .,...• London, 173 !• 

■ Memorials of Englifli Affairs, from the fuppofed 

Expedition of Brute, to the End of the Reign of 
James I. Folio. • • . . • • London, 1709. 

Woiton, Leges Wallicse, tranflated into Latin by Dr. 
Wotton and Mofes Williams. Folio. London, 1730U 

Wynne. Memoirs of the Gwydir Family, printed in the 
Honourable Daines Barrington's Mifcellanies. 4tou 

London, 1781. 

Wynne. The Hiftory of Wales, written in the Britifh Lan- 
guage, by Caradoc of Lhancarvan. 8vo. 

London, 1697. 

Torhe. The Royal Tribes of North Wales. 4to. 

The Hiftory of the Boroughs of Great Britain. 3 vols. 
Svo. . . . . London, 1792« 

Hiftorias ^nglicanae Scriptores X. — Simeonis Dunelmenjii 
' de geftis hiftoria Regum Anglorum. Eadem continuata 
per Johannem Priorem Hagttjlaldenfem. Richardus Prior 
Hagufialdenfisi de ftatu et epifcopis Haguftaldenfis Ec- 
cleiiae.- Ethelredus Abbas Rievaliis de genealogia Regum 
Anglicum. Abbreviationes Chronicorum Autore i2a- 
dulpho de Diceio^ &c. Chronicon Johannis Bromton* 
Chronica Gervqfii Dorobernenjts. Chronica W. Thorn^ 
Cantuarienfjs. Chronica EccleGoe ' Eboraci, Autore. 
Thoma Stubbs^ Dominicano. Chronicon Henrici dt 
Knyghton^ Canonici Leyceftrienfis de Eventibus Angliae. 
2 vols, folio. 1652. 
Rerum Anglicarum Scriptores poft Bedam. viz. Willielmi 
Malmjburienfisy Henrici Huntingtonfts^ Rogeri Hovedeni 
Ingulphi Abbatis Croylandenfis* Folio* Frankfort, i6oi. 

Anglica, 
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Anglica, Normannica, Hibcrnica, Cambrica, a vctcribus 
Scripta^ Gul. Camdeno; AJferus MenevenfiSy de -^Ifredi 
Tcbusgeftis; Thoma Walftngham^ Hift. Ang*; Ypodig- 
MJE NEUSTRiiE, per Tho. de Walftngham\ Itinerarium 
Cambriae Auftore Sylv, Giralio Sambrenfe^ cum annota- 
tionibus D. Foveli^ Folio, • . . Frankfort,* 1603.. 

The Myvyrian Archaeology of Wales, jcollefted out of 
ancient MSS. 2 vols, royal 8vo. • • London^ 1802* 

Chfiflchnrchi HantSf 
/^ril If 1804. 
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Ik antiquity and (ingularity, Chefter may be faid to 
vie with any town in Great Britain ; and within the 
walls there appeared fuch an air of gloom arid 
melancholy, as to give me no very favourable 
opinion of it as a place of refidence, The houfgs 
ar^e, for the moft p^, a motley group of buildings 
modern and antique, which, coati:aifej»4ogether^^ 
afford a charaSer in many inftances not a litde 

fi grotefque. 
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grotefque. The ftreets, which are tolerably tfoacf^ 
are excavated to a eonfidentble depth out of the' 
earth : on a level with thefe are warehoufes and 
kitchens j whilfl above, and on a level with ther 
Ihops and court-)rards^ ,are galleries, or^ as diey 
are called^ 



Ko 



ws. 



^fiich rtirt, dn each fide, along the fronts of the* 
lioufes, and afFdrd a ffiehered' walk for foot-paf^ 
fengerg. Thefe are tolerably wide, but low and 
tlofe, and often very dirty. As they are eight or' 
fen feet, at leaft, above tte flreet, perfons zre under' 
the unpleafant neceflky of defcending and afcending: 
the fteps wherever a fane crbffes them. Their 
width, in many pfaces admitting of ftalls betwixt 
the paflage and the ftreet, give to a ftranger the 
idea of a public road through the midft of ftiops* 
Over themy and fupported in front by wooden polls, 
are the higher ftories- of ,th^ houfes. It is the 
Rpws which tend principally to give its air of 
fmgularity to this townr and to fee tlie chief biifi- 
nefs of the place tratifafting in thefe covered ways,» 
which one might almoft fancy had once been x 
middle tiory cut o\it of all the houfes, does appear 
to a ftranger truly fmguJar *.. 

* " Tbefe Rows,*' fays Mr. Piennant, *^ appear to have Been 
llie fame whfr thi& ancient vi^ejtihulex^ anj to have Seen a form of* 
%nir<Km pittd^/Hl^from the time that the crty was poflefled by 
fhe fijoraans. They were built before the doors, midway be-' 
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The Walls 



i'ound' this city, which are, except thofe of Car- 
lifle, the only entire fpecimen of ancient fortification 
now exifting in Britain, are built of. a foft red 
Hone, found on the fpot, that gives them at a 
'diftande the appearance of brick. Their circuit is 
iiearly two miles, and they are fuflScietitly broad at 
the top to admit conveniently of two perfons walk- 
ing abreaft. Their elevation is fuch, that all the 
gardens of the adjoining houfes are completely over* 
iooked by thofe who ftroll along them. The inha^ 
bitahts keep them at prefent* in repair merely fot 
the purpofe^ of pleafure and recreation. This i$ 
done principally by the murage duty of twOrpence 
on every hundred yards 'of Irifh linen that enters 
the port of Chefter. In different parts they com- 
mand extenfive and vsiried profpefls. On the eaft^ 
the Broxton hills and the caflle-crowned rock of 
Beefton are feen at a diflance ; whilfl fine Cultivated 
grounds fill the intervening fpace. Towards the 
\veft, the mountains of Flintfhire, that bound the 
beautiful vale of Clwyd, are very vilible: and al- 
moft immediately beneath are the river and canal 
which prefent to the obfefver, in* contrafl, a fgene 
of buftle and commerce. " 

tween the ftrcets and the houfes ; and were the places where 
dependents Waited for the coming out of their patrons." Tour 
in North Wales, vol. i. p. iij. 

B % Betwixt 
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Betwixt the river and the walls Is a' pfew 
ef pafture-grouad about a mile ia circum£ereQCe, 
called 

The Roodee.. 

This IS ufed as st race-ground ; and few place»^ 
in the kingdom, of its fize (for it is only about a' 
mile round), are better calculated for the purpofe,, 
as it is nearff ftarounded by eminences that com-* 
mand a view direftly upon it^ 

Tradition fays that in the year 946, sai image o£ 
the Virgin, mother and a^ largr crofs were interred 
here* The ffory is curious >— This image belonged* 
to the church of Hawarden-,, and, dming the invo- 
cations of the inhabitants for relief from a feafon of 
drought, by which they were fuffering very greatly,:- 
being either not fecm^ely fixed in its place, or not 
poffefling that fhare of infallibility whfch has fre- 
quently been afcribed to the image of the Virgin,, 
k, fomewhat imexpeftedLy, fell upon the head of 
Lady Trawft, the governor's wife; the effeft of 
which was immediately fatal. In confequence of 
this lamentable cataflrophe, the inhabitants of the 
place held a confultation as to die moft proper 
mode of difpofing of the image ; and after due deli- 
beration, its fentence was ; — '* To be banifhed from, 
that place by being laid on the lands of the river,„ 
from whence the tide might convey it to whatever 
other quarter the virgin whom it reprefented Ihould 
think proper^'* As it was low water when the 

image 
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image was taken to the fands, the tide of flood, 
^f courfe, carried it up the river ; and on the day 
following it was found near the Roodee, where it 
^as immediately interred by the inhabitants of Ghef- 
^er with all due pomp and folemnity, and a large 
ilone was placed over the <grave with this infcrip- 
don^ 

"Hie Jewcs thcirctJoficlide crucifie. 

The Hardeners thcires dide drowne, 
^aufe with theire wantes fhe'd not compile ^ 

And lyes un de r tliys colde ftonc 

The Cathedrai- 

l^ear the walk, at the north-eaft fuie of the city, 
Hands this, on« of the moft heavy, irregular,, 
and ragged piles of building I ever beheld. It is 
conftruded.of die feme red Hone as the walls 4 from 
the Ibftnefs of whicli, k feems faft mouldering into 
decay. In its exterior it has nekher grandeur nor 
«legance to recommend it to notice. 

There is mudi Jtteatnefe and beamty in the choif-, 
3iid the ijothic work around its fides has a very 
pleafmg effe£k, . Aboaat the waHs in the chancel are 
difperfed the moiMamentS'of federal bifliqps and<:ler- 
gymen, but none of them of any magnificence, 
' The bifhop^s throne (lands on what is generally, 
though improperly denominated tiie flirine of St. 
Werburgh ; a large ilone richly ornamented with 
Cothic carving- Round the top of this there is a 
jrange of thirty fmall images, at prefent neatly 

33 ^ilded^ 
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gilded^ fuppofed to have been intended for the kings 
and faints of the Mercian kingdom. The {hrine^ 
in which the facred relics were depofited, muft have 
been fomewhat more portable than this mafs of 
ftone, (a vefTel no. doubt either of filver or gold,) 
for in the year 1 1 Sop Mr. Pennant tqlls us, ** it 
was brought out to flop the raging of a fire in the 
city, which, for a long time, had been invincible 
by every other means : but the approach of the holy 
remains injiantly proved their Jan^ity by puttifig an 
end to its furious defolation.^^ * 

The ^Itar-piece, which is of very fine tapeflry, 

is executed after one of the cartoons of Rapliael, 

and reprefents the hiftory of Elymas the forcerer. 

^ Wright, in his travels through France and Italy, 

expreffes his opinion, that it is much fuperior to any 

' of the tapeflry that he faw in the Vatican. 

Behind the altar is the chapel of St. Mary, where 
prayers are i^ead every morning at fix o'clock.— 
The fouth tranfept fprms the parifh church of St. 
Ofwald. 

On the fouth fide of the altar there is an ancient 
tomb, which is carefully fhewn to flrangers as; 
that of Henry IV. emperor of Germany. Camden 
fays, that, in order to efcape from the, troubles 
which his own unguarded conduft had brought 
upon his empire, this prince fled in difguife to 
England, and refided at Chefler, unknown as to 



♦ Pennant's Tour in North Wales, vol. !• . 



his 
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his real charafter for near ten years: but, death 
approaching, he difcovered himfelf, and was after- 
vards interred in the Abbey church *. The ftory 
feems altogether doubtful, and the latter part of it 
is certainly untrue, for he is well known both to 
have died and been buried at Liege- ^ 

The chj^pter-hcHife (lands on the eaft fide of the 
cloifter court ; but neith«* in this place, nor hx the 
veftibule, did I obferve any thing in the leaft intereft- 
ing.— Iji the year 1724, the remains of the celebrated 
Hugh Lupus, the j&rft earl of Ghefter^ after lying 
undifturbed upwards of fix hundred years, were, in 
repairing the building, difcovered here, wrapped in 
leather, and depofited in a ftone coffin. Part of his 
ftroud is ftill 'm prefervatipn. 

Hear the cathedral is the Abbey-court, a neat 
fquare, witV ^131 obelifk in the middle^ On the 
fouth fide of this is fituated the bi/hop's palace, 
ja handfome modem ftone building. The other 
houfes ojF the ^ourt are occupied principally by 
jhe prebendaries, njinor canons^ and vicars choraL 

The cathedral wa^ built on the fije of a nunnery 
founded about the year 660, by Wulpherus king of 
Mercia, for his daughter Werburgh, afterwards 
fainted, to whom it is dedicated *, The chief part 
of the prefent fibriq was erefted during the reigns 
of the three Uft Henries, 

♦ Canujen's Briupnia, Gibfon's Edft. p. 558, 
84 
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Bishopric. 



Chefter was anciently part of the diocefe of Litch- 
field ; but in 1 705 one of the bifliops, choofmg to 
refide here, was the occafion of his fucceffors being 
frequently, but improperly, ftyled Bifhops of Chejler. 
Henry VIIL made it a diftinft bifhopric, and added 
it to the province of Canterbury : from this, how- 
ever, it was foon afterwards disjoined, and annexed 
to that of York fj in which it ftill remains. This 
diocefe contains the entire counties of Chefter and 
Laricafter ; part of Weftmorland, Cumberland, and 
Yorkfhire ; two chapelries in Derbylhire ; and five 
parifhes in Flintfhire; amounting in the whole to. 
two hundred and fifty-fix parifhes, of which a hun- 
dred 'and one are impropriations. The brfliopric 
is valued in the King's books at foiir hundred and 
twenty pounds a year, and is computed to be worth 
about two thoufarid five hundred.— There are be- 
longing to the cathedral, a dean, two archdeacons^^ 
a chancellor, treafurer, fix prebendaries, and other 
inferior officers. 

• The abbey (for in the time of Hugh Lupus this churcU 
was converted into an abbey), muft have been a very confiderable 
one: for, at the d I Ablution in the reign of Henry VIH., it% 
revenues were vahied at above a thouf^nd pounds. 

f Gibfbn's Camden, p. 558. 
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Churches. 
There are eight parMh churches within the walls: 

St. Ofwald's, St. Michaers, 

St. Peter's, St. Mary's, 

Trinity, St. Olave's, and 

St. Bridget's, St. Martin's*. 

St. John's church ftands juft beyond the walls, 
and not far from the river, in the fouth-eaft part of 
the town. This church, which was once collegiate, 
has been a large and magnificent pile of Saxon 
architefture ; and even yet exhibits fome very 
curious fpecimens of the maffy ftrength of the Saxon 
columns and arches. It was founded, by Ethelred 
king of Mercia, about the year 689 ; in confe- 
quence, fays tradition, of a vifionary admonition to 
found a place of religious worfhip on the firft .piece 
of ground where he (hould afterwards fee a white 
hind. This legend is fuppofed to be reprefentedT: 
by a fculpture, now alinoft defaced, on the weft 
fide of the tower. 

On the fouth fide of the church-yard there is a 
fmall anchorite's cell, to which the wounded Harold 
retired after his defeat at the battle of Haftingsj 

* In the parifli of St. Martin there were formerly two reli* 
giou8 houfes; one appropriated to the Carmelites, or Grey 
Friars ; and the other a convent of Benedl(5line nuns, dedicated 
to St. Mary. Of thcfe, the prefent remains arc very few. 

and 
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and where, in meditation and folitude, he is faid to 
have clofed Jus life^ 

The Castle, 

' In the fouth angle of the town walls is fituated 
the caftle, founded by Hugh Lupus in the reign 
of William the Conqueror ; but of the ancient 
building there is not, at prefent, much left : what 
remsftjis, however, is of the fame red ftone as the 
cathedral and walls^ About tvs^elve years ago a 
defign was entered into, to take down fo much of 
the ancient parts as w;^s neceffary to the purpofe, 
and erect, in their ftead, a new gaol, Ihire-hall, 
^c. u^on an improved and very extenfive plan. 

The prefent fhire-hall is a truly elegant fabric, pf 
light-coloured ftone, with a portico in front. The 
^ourt-room is feniicircular, and lighted from above. 
Few rooms in the kingdopfi exceed this either in 
purity of defign, or in the tafte exhibited in it^ 
execution. It§ ftyle appeared to ma to be truly 
Grecian ; but this, as well as moft buildings with 
domes, is faid to be a very difficult place to fpeak 

The new county-gaol is a very confiderable 
ftrufturej it contains five different yards for thq 
ufe of the prifoners, upwards of forty cells for 
criminals, and fourteen folitary cells for the con- 
demned. 

The apartments for the judges are in the upper 
vards of the caftle, — ^To the caftle belong a govern 
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B6r, lieutenant-governor, and conftable; and it is 
garrifoned by two companies of invalids. 

Among other remarkable things that \yere pointed 
out to me in Chefter, was 

Glovjer's Stone, 

This ftone ftands at the head of^ Caftle-ftreet, and 
is the boundary, in this direftion, of the jurifdic- 
tion of the city. Here the criminals are delivered 
to the city fherifFs for execution. Opinions are 
divided as to the origin of this Angular cuftom. 
There is a tradition, that when Chefler was made a 
feparate county by Henry VIL,^the citizens, tena- 
cious of privilege^ took upon themfelves this un- 
pleafant tafk, rather than fuffer the county officers 
to exercife any authority within their jurifdiSion. — 
Others fay that this duty was impofed upon the 
citizens as a punifhment for having once refcued a 
felon from th^ hands of the officers, as he was on 
the way to execution. 

Bull-Baiting. 

In few places has the barbarous and unmanly 
fport of bull*baiting been more affiduoufly attended 
to, or fanctioned by the prefence of peribns in fuch 
refpedable ftations of Jife, than in this. It is iiQt 
many years fince the mayor and corporation, habited 
in their robes, regularly attended, in their official 
capacity^ as participators in this rational amufenient ! 
Qvi the accuftomed day, as foon as their prefence 

announced 
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^mncimced that the entertainment might commence, 
the town crier opened the bufmefe by proclahning 
aloud to the gaping audience: — ^^ Oyezt Oyez! 
Oyez ! if any man ftands within twenty yards of the 
bull-ring, let lum take— w;Z»^l/ comes :^\ and after 
fome other cuftomary ceremonies, the fcene of 
daughter began. During this time the whole town 
10S one continued fcene of riot, intemperance, and 
confiifion: honeft employments of every defcriptioil 
were at an end ; and this, the darling amufement of 
the citizens, occupied alone their thoughts and 
attention. The noble animafe they tormented might 
have been efteemed mere machines, created but for 
their pleafure : and it is only under this impreflion 
that I can poflibly reconcile to myfeJf the truth of 
one anecdote that has been related. — ^In the year 
1787, one of the bulls, after exerting the utmofl 
vigour in his defence, covered with lacerations, and 
groaning in agony, funk to the ground. Unwilling 
either to lofe any part of the Ipefliacle, or to exert 
a (ingle effort of pity for the dying animal, one of 
the by-ftanders, more fertile in expedients than the 
reft, propofed fetting fire to the ftraw that was 
upon the ground, as a fure method of roufing him* 
A ihout of exultation immediately annoimced that 
the plan was approved ; and in a very few minutes 
it was adopted ! — It is needlefs to fubjoin any re- 
flefitions on this relic of barbarifrii inherited from 
our anceftors. Its evident tendency is to corrupt 
the heart, and fteel it againft every tender feeling 

of 
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of humanity. If, however, thofe who have the 
deareft interefts of fociety at heart will only continue 
to difcountenance it, we cannot doubt but the euf- 
tom will become, in a very Ihort time, altogether 
unknown^ 

Public Buildings. 

The prindpal public buildings of Chefter, be- 
(Ides thofe I have already mentioned, are the fot 
lowing : 

The Exchange ; an elegant fiaibric, fupported oa 
columns, containing a large and commodious com- 
mon-hall, in which the quarter-feffions are held, and 
all the city-officers are elefted. Here are alfo held 
the city-courts of crown-mote, and port-mote. — 
The exchange likewife contains a manfion houfe^ 
where the corporation entertainments are given, 
imd the citizens have Aeir affemblies dming the 
winter ; and the fiibfcription library. 

The P entice is an ancient building near the centra 
of the city, where the magiftrates fit to tranfafl: 
the bufineis of the peace, and where the town-office 
is kept. This is about to be taken dotvn in order 
to widen the ftreet, the paffage through which it 
very much obflruds at prefent. 

The Houfe of Indtijiry ftands near the river on 
the weft fide of the town. In this the poor, not 
only of the pariflies of Cbefter, but even of diftant 
pariflies, on agreement with the governor, are fup^ 
ported and employed. The number of perfons it 

generally 
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"generally contains ifi betwixt two and three hiiiN 
di:ed* ' . - 

. The Infirmary is aHb on the weft fide of the tbwn^ 
but within the wails. It was opened in the year 
1761, and is very amply fupported by voluntary 
contributions. 

The Blue-Coh School^ near the north gate, was 
founded by Bifhop Stratford in the year 1766. 
By this inftitution thirty-five boys are maintained 
and educated for four years, at the end of 
which term they are put but apprentices to bufi- 
nefs. Here is alfo a fimilar inftitution far ten 
girls, who, at the end of four years, receive each 
forty ftiillings, and afe placed out to fervice. 

The North-Gate Gaol is the city*prifoh fof felons 
and debtors* 

The Bridewell^ or Houfe of Corredion, where 
the fmair crimes are punifhed by hard labour and 
confinement, is near the north gate, on the oppofit^ 
fide of the canal. 

Sketcp of the History of Chester- 

From the very form of the place, we are led 
to conjefture, that Chefter was indebted to the 
Romans for its foundation : for the four principal 
ftreets, Bridge-ftreet, Northgate-fti-eet, Watergate- 
ftreet, and Eaftgate-ftreet, crofting each other at 
right angles, ftill retain the original appearance of 
a Roman camp. Of this, however, ^e have no 
diredt hiftorical evidence^ though it is Well known 

. ' ' to 
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io nave been one of the principal militar)' (lationa 
that the Romans had in this ifland *v 

At different times there have been various re* 
mains of Roman antiquity difcovered here, fuch as 
altars, ftatues, coins, and two hypocaufls j one in 
a field near the Watergate, and another near the 
Feathers Inn in Watergate-ftreet* The latter is 
yet left unfilled up, and may be infpe£led by the 
curious. It is entered through a blackfmith's fliop 
and pantry, and, from the lownefs and darknefs of 
the place, few but antiquarians will be induced to 
vlfit it^ Its form is reflangular, and it had for- 
merly thirty-two low pillars that fupported fquar^ 
tiles perforated for the paffage of the w^arm vapour 
into the fudatorium, or fweating-room above^ which 
is n,ow deftroyed* 

After the Romans departed from Britain in the 
fifth century, this place fell under the, government 
of the Britifli princes. In their hands it remained 
till the year 603, when it was wrefted from them 
by Ethelfrid king of Northumbria. Brochwel 
Vfcythr6c, prince of Powys, made a feeble attempt 

* Its Britifh names of Caer Legion, " The Camp of the 
Legion," and Caer Lleon Vawr ar ddyfr Dwy, " The Camp of 
the GVeat Legion on the Dee," were derived from the twentfeili 
legion having been chiefly quartered here. By the Romans ft 
was called Caftrum I^egionis, '* The Camp of the Legion ;'^ 
Deva and Dieunana, from the rtver f aind afterwards Cefl^ia, from 
the Latfn word caftrum^ a camp. The Saxons gave it the named 
of Leganceiler and Legaceader. Gibf. C»md. p. 557. y 

to 
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to oppofe him. Relying on the interfei*ehC6 dl 
Heaven in his behalf, he brought forward his armyi 
compofed only of monks and other religious 
from the monaftery of Bangor (which was but few 
miles diftant), and placed them upon an eminence, 
naked and defencelefs* Ethelfrid obferved, them 
' in the attitude of prayer, and, confidering them as 
much his enemies, in imploring the power of 
Heaven againft him, as they would have been had. 
they oppofed him in arms, commanded the foldier^ 
immediately to the attack; in confequence of which, 
upwards of twelve hundred of them were flain*. 

Chefter, after this period, feems to have been 
alternately poffeffed by the Britons, the Saxons, 
and the Danes : by the latter, however, it was 
held but a very fhort time, being r^ftored to the 
Saxons by the valiant daughter of Alfred the Great, 
Elfleda, the wife of Ethelred duke of Merciaf. 

Elfleda, terror of mankinds 
Nature, forever unconfin'd, 
Stamp'd thee in woman's tender frame. 
Though worthy of a hero's name. 
E'en Caefar's conqucfta were out- done. 
By thee, illuftrious Amazon ! 

• Chro.nicon Saxonicum, p. 25. Matt. Weftm. p. 206. 
Hift. Eccl Bedae, ii. c. 2. p. iii. Brit. EccL Antiq. Jacobo 
Uflcrio, p. 132. Fuller's Church Hiftory, P.-65.— The Saxoii 
Annalsy Bcde, and Mr. Pennant, place this bsude in 607$ 
Ufher in 613: but from various other writers it appears tba^ 
603 is the true date of the event. 

d- Matt. Weftm. p. 354.. 
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After the Norman conqusfl, Williaih ci'eated his 
ttephew Hugh Lupus earl of Chefter, and delegated 
the fame fovereign jurifdiftion to him in this county, 
that he himfelf poffeffed in the reft of the ifland. 
By virtue of this grantj the earls held parliaments at 
Chefter, confifting of the barons and tenants which 
were not bound by the ads of the Englifli parlia- 
ment *k The earls were petty princes, and all the 
Jai\dholders in the county \Vere mediately or imme- 
diately their vaflals, and under the fame alleg-iance 
to them, as to the kings of England. ^ 

Hugh Lupus, immediately after receiving the 
earldom, in order to fecure himfelf from any in* 
croachments either of Welfh or Englifh^ repaired 
the town walls, and erefted the caftle f- 

In fevei'al of the reigns fubfequcnt to the Norman 
conqueft, Chefter was made a place of rendezvous 
for the Englifh troops in all expeditions againft 
the Welfh. In confequence of this it frequently 
fuffered very confiderably^ Camden informs us that 
the " fkirmiflies here betwixt the Welfh and Englifh 
in the beginning of the Norman times were fo 
numerous, the inroads and incurfions, and the 
firing of the fuburbs.of Hanbrid beyond the bridge 
fo frequent, that the Welflimen called it Treboeihj 

* Gibf. Camd p. 567. The words of tlie grant are '* tenerc 
totum hunc comitatum fibi, et liSEredibus fuls, ita libere ad 
gladlum, ficut ipfc rex tenebat Angliae coronam/* 

f Gibf. Camd. p. 558. 

e that 
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that IS, Burnt Town, They teli us alfo that there 
was a long wall made there oiWelJhmen^s Skulls *•** 

So early as the time of Hugh Lupus, the trade of 
Chefter appears to have arrived at fome degree of 
confequence. The exports confifted in horfes, 
. cheefe, and'flaves, for this inhuman traffic was 
carried on to a very confiderable extent even by 
our Saxon anceftors. The imports were principally 
fpices and other luxuries of the Eaft ; cloth from 
Flanders ; linen from Germany ; bullsj, indulgences, 
pardons, and relics, from the great warehoufe for 
thofe articles in Italy ; furs, whalebone, feathers, &c. 
from Ruffia, and other northern countries ; and wine 
from France and Spain. Lucian, a jolly monk of 
the eleventh century, fpeaks of (hips ^* coming from 
Gafcoign, Spain, Ireland, and Germany, which, by 
Chrift's affiftance, and by the labour and conduct, 
df mariners, repair hither and fupply them with all 
forts of commodities ; fo that being comforted by 
the grace of God in all things, we drink wim 
plentifully y for thofe countries have abundance oi 
vineyards f.'' 

^rom the time of Hugh Lupus, for near two 
centuries, Chefter continued entirely under the 
jurifdiftion of its earls ; but on the death of John 
Scott, without iffue male, in 1237, Henry IIL took 
the earldom, and all the powers annexed to it, into 
his own hands ; and in return granted to the city; 
its firft jroyal charter. 

♦ Gibf. Camd. p. 559. f IW- 

Pwrjl* 
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Henry beftowed it on Ws fon Edward, afterwards 
king Edward I., from whom it fucceflively devolved 
tipon Simon de Moritforit^ Earl of Leicefter, Edward 
of Caernarvon, Edward of Windfor, Edward the 
Black Prince, Richard of Bourdeaux, Henry V., 
Henry VI., Edward V., Ed^^ard the fon of Richard 
Illi, Arthur the fon of Henry VIL, and afterwards 
to Henry VIII. A long period was now fufFered to 
elapfe, and the next perfon to whom the earldoni 
was conferred was Henry Frederick Stuart, fon of 
James I. He was Succeeded by his brother, after- 
wards Charles I., aild from him it went to Charles IL 
After a period of more than eighty years, George 
the fon of George I. fucceededj afterwards Fre^ 
deric his elder brother, then his prefent Majefty, 
and in 1762 it was transferred to the Prince of 
Wales, in whom it ftill continues. 

In the dty of Chefter it was that the Welfh itiade 
their final acknowledgment to the fovereigiity of 
England in the year 1300, by Edward of Caer^ 
narvon. Prince of Wales, when the freeholders of 
the county did homage and fealty for their refpec- 
live lands.— Henry, duke of Lancafter^ afterwards 
Henry IV., in 1399 feized this city and its caftle in 
his way to Flint againft the ill-feted Richard IL, and 
en his return to London, fecured him oiie night ill 
the caiMe *• 

* Stow, p. 32^, Caitp^s Hift. of EngkhcJ, yoL u. pt 

i 2 FroBB\. 
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From this period no very memorable incident 
occurred till the civil wars of Charles L Chefter 
adhered with great fidelity to the royal caufe, and 
was confequently befieged by the parliament's army: 
but it was not till every hope had been cut off by 
the important vidory which the' latter had gained at 
Rowton Heath, of which, from the leads of the 
Phoenix Tower, the king himfelf was an anxious 
fpeftator, that it was furrendered on the 3d of 
February 1645-6, on the moft honourable terms, 
after a gallant refiflance for near five months, 
during part of which time the garrifon were fo 
much diftreffed for provifions, als to eat ^ven their 
horfes, dogs, and cats. 



The reader will, no doubt, be glad of fome 
relief from this tedious detail of local hiftory, 
which, however, was neteflary towards rendering a 
tolerably perfeft account of this once celebrated place. 
I cannot, however, conclude it without noticing a 
few of the defcriptions that have been given to us of 
the hofpitality and generofity of the ancient inha- 
bitants of Chefter, and its county. 

Speed calls Chefliire " the feed-plot of gentility ;" 
and Dr. Fuller, in his Englifh worthies, fays, " the 
Chefliire gentry are remarkable for four things ; 
their numbers, not to be paralleled in England in 
the like extfent of ground; their antiquity, their 
loyalty, and their hofpitality; no county keeping 

better 
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better houfes, which, becaufe all grows on their 
own, may be the better afForded.*-This truth 
has given rife to a pleafant obfervation: that it 
appeared to all people that the Chefhire gentry 
were good houfe-keepers, becaufe they have fo 
many wheat-fheaves in their coats of arms ; bread 
being the ftaff of hofpitality, and wheaten the beft 
of all bread. Indeed, upwards of forty wheat-fheaves, 
(called garbs in heraldry), may be reckoned, which 
are borne in the feveral coat-armours of the gentry 
of this county." Drayton, in his Polyolbion, dc- 
fcribes them as having, 

" Livelihood of their own, their ages to fiiftain ; 

Nor dj'd the tenants pay the landlord's charge maintain ; 
But as abroad in war, he fpent of his eflate. 
Returning to his home> his hofpitable gate, 
Tlie richer, and the poor ftood open to receive,— 
They, of all England, moft to ancient cufloms cleave/* 

To an odd ftratagem of a female of this place of 
the name of Elizabeth Edmunds, was owing the 
entire fafety of the proteftants of Ireland, in the 
reign of queen Mary. Dr. Cole, ?l commiffioner 
from the queen, on his way to that country, flopped 
one night at Chefter. The mayor, in his official 
capacity, waited on him, and he unguardedly fpoke 
of the murderous bufinefs in which he was engaged, 
and took out his commiffion in the prefence of the 
hoftefs, who had a brother, a proteftant, in Dublin. 
When the mayor left him, he politely attended him 

C 3 down 
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dcnyn ftairs, and Mrs. Edmunds in the mean timn 
tQok the commiffion from the box, and fubftituted 
jfbr it a pack of cards, with the knave of clubs 
placed uppermoft. The dodor, on his return, put 
up the box, and on hi# arrival at Dublin, prefented 
}t in form at the cattle to the lord deputy and privy 
council. His lordfliip opened it, and the whole 
aflembly, as well as the cpmmiffioner himfelf, Were 
in the utmoft aftonifliment at its contents. He 
^fiured them that it bad contained a commiffioii, 
but why it was not there then, and how the cards 
eame into its place, he wa3 as ignorant as they. 
Difappointed and chagrined, he returned to the 
Englifh court for a frefli commiffion, which he qb^ 
tained, but before he could jigain arrive in Ireland, 
the queen died. Her fucceflbr, queen Elizabeth, 
rewarded the woman for this meritorious aft virith a 
penfion of forty poui^ds a year for her life. 

In a chronological lift of remarkable events at 
Chefter, I find the following Angular occurrences : 

1489. This year St. Peter's fteeple was pointed,^ when a goofe 

was eaten by the parfon and others on the top thereof, and 

part caft'into the four ftreets. 
1517. The plague ragdd fo ftiockhigly, that the flreets were 

deferted, and grafs grew a foot high at the crofs. 
J552. The magiftrates of Chtfter were rcftralned by a6^ of 

parh'ament from licenfing more than four pcrfons to fell wine 

within the town. 
Z569. This year the two fheriffs, Peter Licherlpand, and Wil- 

h'am Ma'fley, Gent, fought a battle, for which they were 

fined ten pounds towards the repair of the walls. 

1617. 
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i5i7. King James vMted Cbeftcr, and was prefented by the 
body corporate with a gili cup, and a hundred Jacobins of 
gold, as a rich token of tlic attachment of the city to his 
crown and perfon. 

A whimfical ftory is told by Mr. Yorke refpeding 
this expedition of king James. When he was on 
the road near Chefter, he was met by fuch numbers 
of the Welfh who came out of curiofity to fee him^ 
the weather was fo dry, and the roads fo dufty^ that 
he was nearly fufFocated. He was completely at a 
lofs in what manner to rid himfelf of them civilly : 
tt laft one of his attendants putting his head out of 
the coach, faid : " It is his Majefty's pleafure that 
thofe who are the bed gentlemen fliall ride for- 
wards." Away fcampered the Welfli ; and but 
one folitary man was left behind. " And fo, Sir,*' 
fays the king to him, " you are not a gentleman 
then ?** " Oh yes, and pleafe hur majefty, hur is 
j^s good a flientleman ^^ the reft ; but hur ceffyl^ 
God help her, is not fo good*/* 

Manufactures, Trade, and Police. 

The only manufafture of any confequence in 
Chefter is that of gloves, which is carried on to 
fome extent. There are alfo fnuff mills ; a fmall 
manufaftory for tobacco pipes ; an iron foundry ; 
patent |hot manufadory ; fliip builders* yards, and 

* Royal tribes of North Wales. Cefyl is the Welfh word 
Jfpr horfe. 

Q 4 s Other 
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Other Goneeras, wllich afford fome but not much 
employment for the poor- 

The maritime bufmefs is of no great extent. It 
confifts chiefly of the coafting and Irifli trades ; and 
a fmall portion of commerce with foreign countries. 
Great quantities of cheefe, coals, and lead are ex^ 
ported, The imports are principally linen cloth 
from Ireland ; and hides, tallow, feathers, &c. from 
other quarters. The number of fliips belonging to 
the port is but fmall. The bufmefs of fhiprbuilding 
is, however, carried on to a confiderable extent, 
many veiTels of from one hundred to five hundred 
tons burthen being annually built here, 

Till the new channel was mad^ for the river Dee, 
which was finiflied about the middle of the prefent 
century, veffels of twenty tons could fcarcely reach 
the town, and ihips of burthen were obliged to lie 
ten nujes lower do^yn, by Park-Gate. But now, 
^t the fpring tides, veffels of near four hundred 
tons burthen are able tq come up aln^oft to thg 
bridge. 

The Ellefinere canal, which forms a communica- 
tion between the rivers Severn and Merfey, cfoffes; 
the Dee very near the town of Chefter. This 
' grand and expenfive undertaking, when completed, 
will very greatly facilitate the commercial intercourfe 
betwixt England and Wales, by affording a much 
more cheap and commodious mode of conveyance 
for goods of every defcription than could otherwife 
have been had. 

Juft 
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Juft above the bridge is a ftbne caufeway with a 
fall of thirteen feet, Ayhich cuts off conftant com- 
munication by veflels between the upper and lower 
parts of the river. Six or dght tides in the year 
flow over it, and thefe allow a navigation for finall 
veflels as far as Bangor. The fnuff" mills, and the 
town com mills, are direftly upon this dam. 

The government of Chefl:er is vefted in the cor- 
poration, which confifts of a mayor, (who has the 
power of life and death within his own jurifdi£tion,) 
two flierifi^s, twenty-four aldermen, and forty com* 
mon-council men. Two of the latter are leave-lookers^ 
whofe office it is to la/ informations againfl: all 
perfons exercifing trades within the city who are 
not freemen. The two fenior . aldermen are muren- 
gers^ or receive tjie murage duties for maintaining 
the walls. Two are treafurers, who are next iu 
fuccefliion to the mayor/ There are likewife a fword 
and mace-bearer, and other inferior officers. 

The city returns two members to parliament 
(rhofen by the freemen at large, and the flieriff* is 
the returning officer. 
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Chester to Flint. 



Mtmtar^ and C^ftk* — Euloc CaJlJ^^Coed EuJoe. — Defeaf 9f 

ihi Armyt of Henry IL by the Wel/h. — Norihop Flint. — Flli^ 

Coal and Cajile. — Richard II, betrayed to- BoHnghroke^^ 
Marough* 

XT was early in the morning of the lixth of July 
that I commenced my route from Chefter into 
Wales, in a direftion towards St. Afaph and Conwy* 
The day - had not dawned more than two hours, the 
tjew then fparkled upon the leaves and grafs, and 
the fun ihot his red beams through the undifperfed 
fog* The birds on every fide were pouring forth 
their melodious notes, and the cheering coolnefs of 
the air correfponding with my own difpofition at 
the time, to enjoy in the full all thefe beauties of na- 
ture, rendered the outfet of this journey infinitely 
more pjeafing than that of any of my rambles 
through the romantic parts of England. The fog 
foon cleared away, and the now unclouded fl^y 
feemed to indicate a continuance of the moft de^ 
lightful weather. I wandered fo flowly along, that 
it was near feven o'clock before I arrived at 

Hawar* 
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Hawarden*, 



This IS a fmall clean-looking town In Flintfhire, 
celebrated only for its cajile^ which has been an ex- 
tenliye building, and was formerly of confiderable 
importance to the interefts both of the Welfh and 
Englifli people. This building, of which at prefent 
little more than the fragments of the walls and 
keep are left, ftood on a confiderable eminence, 
near the road, at the eaft end of the town, within the 
grounds of Sir Richard Stephen Glynne, Bart.- It 
commands an extenfive profpeft towards the river 
Dee zmd the county of Chefter. 

The late Sir John Glynne was at the expence of 
having much of the rubbifh removed from the ruins : 
and in one ' place there was difcovered a long flight 
of fteps, at the bottom of which was a door, and 
formerly a draw-bridge. This croffed a deep long 
chafm^ to another door" leading to two or thre^ 
fmall rooms, probably places of confinement, where 
prifoners, after pulling up the bridge over the 
chafm, might be lodged in the utmoft fecurity f. 

The qrcuiar keep, which is more elevated and 
perfeft than the other parts of the building, has, 

* The British name of this plac^ wa$ Pennard Halawg, or 
Pennard y Lag, corrupted probably from Pen y Llwch, *' the 
bead -land above the lake ;" the fubjaccnt inarihes having been 
^nce covered by the fea. — Pennant, 

f Pennant's Tour, I. 104. 

• within 
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TOthin thefe few years, had a room fitted up in it 
in the modem ftile. This addition, however, and 
the painted ftatues interfperfed in the grounds, but 
31 accord with the wild and fhattered ruins around 
tfiem. 

H13TORY OF Hawarden Castle. 

The time of the foundation of this fortrefs is 
not known. It appears to have been in exiflence 
loon after the Norman conqueft ; for it was then 
poflefled by Roger Fitzvalerine, fon of one of 
the noble adventurers who followed the for- 
tunes of William the Conqueror*, It was held 
* by the fenefchalfbip to the earls of Chefter, and 
was afterwards the feat of the barons of Mont 
Alt, who were ftewards of the palatinate of 
Chefter t. 

On the extindion of the ancient earls in 1^37, 
Hawarden caftle and fome other fortreffes belonging 
to them were refumed by the crown |. But, about 
thirty years afterwards, when Henry III. and his 
fon Edward were taken prifoners by Simon de 
Montfort at the battle of Lewes, their liberation .was 
purchafed by the resignation to hiiii of the earldom 
of Chefter from Edward, who then held it, and by 
the abfolute ceflion to the prince Llewelyn, not only 

• Collin's Peerage, 1. 48. 
t Rough's Camd. 11. ^^^. 
% fenoant's Tour, i. 94. 
. of 
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of this place, but of the fovereignty of the wholer 
©f Wales*. 

Shortly after this time k muft have been deftroycjdj 
for Llewelyn^ in 1267, ^hen he reftored to Robert 
de Mont Alt the whole of the lands of Hawarden 
that he had formerly poffeffed, ilri^ly enjoined him. 
not to build any caftle there for thirty years f* A 
fortrefe feems, however, to have been raifed loj^ 
before the expiration of that period ; for in the 
night of Palm Sunday, 1281, David, the brother of 
Llewelyn, ungrateful for the favours which had been 
fo lavifhly conferred upon him by Edward I. fur- 
prized and took Hawarden caftle, cruelly maflacring 
all who refiftedj. 

This and other a£ts of thefe two princes were the 
caufe of a war which not long afterwards ended ia: 
the total fubjeftion of North Wales to the crown of 
England, 

The ungrateful David, after the death of his, 
brother, being taken by the king, fuffered feyereiy 
for his oflfences. He was dragged by hories through, 
the ftreets of Shrewfbury to the place of execution : 
here he was hanged : he was then beheaded, and 
his body was divided into four parts. His he^ an4 

• Rymer's Foedera, i. 814. Carte's Eng. ii. 156. 

f Rymer's Foedera, i. 845. 

% Mail. Wcfttn. 370. Hen. de Knyghton, apud Hiilorise 
Anglicanx Scnptorts decern, 2464. PowePs Hiilory of Waks, 
J37.— M. Wcftm. and Hen, Knyghton place thw iufurre^ion ia 
rfic cnfuing yc^r. 

boweb 
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bowels were burnt; his head was placed 'on th^ 
Tower of London ; and the other parts ofhis body 
were exp<rfed to the eye$ of the public, one at Brif- 
tol, another at Northampton, the thifd at York, and 
Ae fourth at Winchefter*. 

Hawarden feems to have continued in the barons^ 
of Mont Ah for near fifty years from the death of* 
David; wheA Robert, the laft baron, having na 
male iffue, conveyed It to Ifabella, queen of Edward 
ll. but on her difgrace it came once more to the 
crown t. 

• In 1336 Edward in. granted it, along, with thtf 
fteWardfhip of Ghefter, to William de Montacute^ 
earlof Salifburyj ; in whofe family it continued titt 
die year 1400, when John, his great nephew, was 
beheaded by the townfmen of Cirencefter, after at- 
tempting an infurreftion in favour of his dqx)fed 
tnafter, Richard 11. The earl had, prior to thi^ 
events made over his eftates in fee to four of hia 
friends; but after his att^nder by an aQ:t)f parlia^ 
ment they became forfeited to the crown. 

Thomas, duke of Clarence, the fon of Henry IV. 
Who was afterwards flain at the battle of Baiigy in, 
1420, received a grant of Hawarden from his fa- 
ther ; and about twenty years after his death it was 
given to Sir Thomas Stanley §, who held it till the 

' ♦Matt. Weflni. 371. 

' f Dugdalc's Baronage, 1. 527. GIbf/ Camd. 688. 

* J Dugdalc, 1. 64^6. 
4 Gibf. Camd, 68 8i 
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year 1450, when it w^ refiimed, and granted fsi 
JEdward Prince of Wales. 

The furviving feoffee of the Earl of Saifbxiry 
now laid claim to his eftates^ on the plea, that tlie 
Earl was not pofleffed of them at the time cf his 
forfeiture. An inquilition was taken, his plea SDimd 
good, and complete rdHtutkm was; made tofaim *• \ 

In 1454 Hawardai was again conveyeki to ffir 
Thomas, aftenvards Lord Stanley ; and after lie 
death of his fon ThoxnaS;, earl of Derby, it dcffceridel 
to his fecond wife Margaret, the inothear o£ Hairjr 
Vn^ After her deceafe it continued in/the jFkiS]S|' 
till the ei^ecution of the gallant James, Ear! of Dflis. 
by, in 1651 : foon after whofe death it was pur- 
chafed from the agents of fequeftration by fi^ijeaitt 
Gh^met. 

On the^ reftoration an order was made by th* 
lords that the eftates of the Earl of Derby aid fe. 
veral otho' noblemen fliould be reflored. This 
induced Glynne toniake an offer of the fiaatr«nder 
«f Hawarden* for a leafe of three hires* The propo^ 
ial, however, was not accepted. The lords then 
fent t-b the Houfe of Commons a piivate bill for 
reflroring to the earl all his father's property j but 
this being ftrongly oppofed, was fet afide, without 
comii^ to> a fecond treading. The earl, after this, 
was' giad to compoimd for the property of tMi 

* The four feofFees had claimed them foon after the exeoUK 
^jofl ef the £ai>I; but Uifcir pelidoa.wks rej<£led; 
f pennant, L 98. - 

-' ' 7 pla«i. 



Digitized byVjOOQ IC 



32 CHESTER TO FLINT* 

place; and for fome fmall confideration granted it 
to feijeant Glynne and his heirs* ; in one of whora^ 
Sir Richard Glynne, it yet remains* 

In the civil wars Hawarden was betrayed by its 
governor to the parliamentf, and kept for them 
till 1643, when part of the Englifh forces, who 
Iiad been ferving againft the rebels in Ireland, upon 
the ceflktion there, came over to affift the king, and 
landed at Moftyn^ a place about fixteen miles dif- 
tant. Soon after their arrival they made an attack 
on this caftle, and after a fortnight's fiege, *^ and 
much ink but little blood fpilt,*' it was furrendered 
to them J. 

In the hands of the Royalifls it continued till 
after the furrender of Chefter in 1645, when it was 
vigoroufly befieged by the parliament's forces un- 
der general Mytton, and in about a month was 
taken §. 

On the twenty-fecond of December, in the fame 
year, the parliament, alarmed at fome difturbanc€f& 
Avhich had taken place amongft their foldiers, or-^ 

♦ Pennant, i. 99. who quotes Drake's parliannentary hiftory, 
and a manufcript account, communicated to him by Sir John 
Glynne. 

f Carte's Kfe of the Duke of Ormond, li, 471. and iii. 204, 

j: See the ridiculous letters that pafied on this occafion betweea 
the commanders of thebefiegingarmy andthegaiTifon^ in Rufh* 
worth's Collections) partiv. vol. ii. p. 301. and Pennant, 1. 10 r, 
102. 

§ Ruihworth's Hiftorical CoUedionSi part Iv. vol. i. p. tu 
Whitflock's Memorials, 192— 197. 
^ dei?^ 
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dered this and four other caftle^ tobe difmantled*. 
Thefe orders extended only to the rendering of it 
untenable ; its further deftruftion was efFe£ted by 
the owner. Sir William Glynne, between the years 
1665 and 1678!. 

Having finifhed my examination of Hawarden and 
its caftle, I continued my route towards Northop. 
A little beyond the ninth mile-ftone from Cheffer,, 
r turned, on the right, over fome meadows, in 
fearch of a fmall fortrefs called 

EuLOE Castle |. 

It ftands about a quarter of a mile from the road> 
and from its fituation on the edge of a glen, and 
and being fiirrounded with wood, I had no little 
difficulty in finding it. It formerly confifted of two 
parts ; the larger of which was an oblong tower, 
rounded at one end, and about fourteen yards 
long, andten or twelve in width, guarded on the 
acceffible fide by a ftrong wall. The other part* 
confifts of an oblong court, at the extremity of 

• Whitclock, 231. .f Pennant, 1. 103 . 

% Leland fays, " This word Yollo is the fame in Welfh that 
Llewelyn ys, and Ludovicua m Latin.*' — It appears more pro- 
bable that Euloe Caftle Is only a corruption from Caftell lolo, 
Edward's Cattle : but on this head we have neither tradition nor 
a fingle fy liable of hiftory, except the paffage abpve quoted, to 
guids us. 

D which 
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which are the remains of a circular tower. Thrsi 
fortrefe has been well defended, on one fide by a 
trench, and on the other by the deep valley that run& 
beneath it. Leland fays that Euloe Caftle was the 
property of a gentleman of Flintfhire, of the name 
of Howell, who, by ancient cuftom, a privilege he 
inherited from his anceftors, ufed to give the badge 
of a filver harp to the beft harper in North Wales* 
In his own time it was, he infonris us, *' a ruinoufir 
caftelet or pile *<" 

It was in the wood adjoining to this place, called 

Coed Euloe, 

fhat king Henry II. in an expedition againft Owen 
Gwyneddj prince of North Wales, received a fe- 
vere and mod memorable repulfe frdm David and 
Conan, the two fons of that hero. - The army of 
Owen was encamped, and feemed ready for engage- 
ment, and fome flight fkirmifhes were commenced. 
Thefe, however, were but artifices to draw the Eng- 
Kfh into a narrow and dangerous pafs between the 
hills, where a numerous ambufcade was fecretly 
placed under the command of his fons. Henry, too 
confident in the ftrength of his men, and not relying 
fufficiently on the opinion of thofe who had a more 
perfedl knowledge of the country than himfelf, felf 
into the fnare, and paid dearly for his raflmefs ; for 
when he and his vanguard, following the Welfix ipto 



* Leiand's Itinerary, v. 5^ 



tiie 
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the Valley, were engaged in fight, another party, 
With horrible outcries, arofe on a fiidden from undei* 
thecoverof the .Woods, which hung over the fteep^ 
^d aflaulted them with ftones, arrows, and other 
miflil6 weapons. The difadvantageoUs fituation of 
the Engliih army, and the conlufion into Which they 
Were thrown, totally difabled therri froin refilling 
this une3q>eaed attack ; and they were routed with 
dreadful flatighter *. 

NORTHOP. 

When I arrived at Northop, a final! Village, con* 
iaining a handfome and fomewhat ancient church, I 
turned out of the ufual road to Holywell, and went 
towards Flint f. About two miles from this place, 
and from the flope of a hill, at the bottom of which 
(lands the town, the fcenery opened in a mofl pleafing 
mannen It was high watery and the efl:uary of 
the Dee, which runs up towards Chefter, enlivened 
by the veffels *^ lightly floating on its furiaceV* the 
towns of Park-Gate, and fome others on the oppofite 
fliore, appeared to peculiar advantage. At the ebb 
of the tide this wide arm of the fea dwindles into a 
Harrow ftream, inclofed on each fide by long and 
dreary banks of fand. 

• Lyttleton'a Hiftory of Henry II. vol. iu p. 72, 73. 

t It is not w©rth-the while of any tourid to follow my route 
t6 Flint, a 8 he will find there fcarccly any thing worth Wi 
notice* 

p 2 
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Flint 



is a market town, fmall, irregulady built, and by 
no means pleafant. It has once been furrounded 
by a ditch and ramparts, but thefe are now nearly 
deftroyed. Being fituated near the fea, it is reforted 
to by a few from th^ neighbouring country, as a 
bathing-place ; but the marfhy coaft which extends 
from the edge of the water almoft to the town, mufl: 
render it, in this refpeft, extremely difagreeable* 
The churchy or rather chapel, for it is but a chapel 
of eafe to Northop, is a dirty ill-looking building, 
with a boarded turret, — ^From this place there are 
packets which fail every tide, when the wind permits, 
for Chefter and Park-Gate. This is from hence 
a charming, and, as far as relates to Park-Gate, 
certainly an expeditious mode of travelling. 

Though the great feflions for the county are held at 
Mold, the cotcnty gaol is at Flint, fituated in the caftle- 
yard, in a fine healthy fituation. It is a good build- 
ing, and conftrud:ed on a plan fimilar to the gaol of 
Ruthin. Over the front door of this prifon, on a 
black and white marble flab, is an elegant infcription, 
the compofition of Mr. Pennant, which informs 
us of the benevolent purpofes for which i^ was 
erefted. 



In 
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f 

In tlie 

twcnty-ftfth year of his Majcfty Geo. 111. 

•n the Sheriffalty of Sir Thomas Hanmer, Bart, thii 

prifon was ereAed 

iaftead of the ancient loathfoofe place of confinement^ 

in pfty 

to the mifery even of the moft guilty ; 

to alleviate the fufferings of leffer o& riders, or of 

the innocent themfclves, 

whom the chances 

of human life may bring ^^rithin thefe walls. 

Done at the expence of the county, 

aided by the fubfcription of feveral of the gentry | 

who, 

in the midft of moll diftrefsful days, ^ 

Tolantarily took upon themfelves part of the burthen^ 

in <y>mpai{ion to fuch of their countrymen 

on whom 

Fortune has been lefs bounteous of her favours. 

The tajile ftands'upon a rock in the marfh, and 
io near the^ver, that fometimes at high-water the 
waMs are wafhed by the tide*. It has been a 
£}uare building, with a tower at each angle, fome 
remains or every one of which are yet left. The 
tower at the fouth^eafl. corner, which is called the 
Double Tower, is much larger than the others. lu 
its outward diameter it meafures forty feet : it is 
formed by two concentric walls, eaqh fix feet tliick, 

* The channel of the Dee is at prefent at fome diftance, but 
Hthe river formerly flowed clofe under the walls. There are ftill. 
IP fome parts rings left to wl^ich (hipa were moored.-- Pennant. 

x>3 having 
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having a gallery eight feet wide included between 
them, and leaving a circular are^ of about twenty 
feet in diameter^ into which there was an entry from 
the gallery by four doors*. This appears to have 
been the keep. The interior of the caftle is a fquare 
court, containing about an acre of ground. In the 
curtzun on the weft fide there are yet left fevera| 
windows vnth pointed arches, 

. History of Fi.int Casti-e, 

The' founder of this caftle has not yet been de* 
cidedly afcertained. Camden and Lord Lyttleton 
attribute it to Henry 11. after his defeat at Coed 
Euloe, and concur in the opinion that it was finifhed 
by Edward I.f: whilft Fabian, Stowe, and many 
others, fay that it was built by Edward only, about 
the year 1275, not mentioning a word of its being 
begun by Henry, though in the fame fentence they 
each tell us that Edward ftrengthened Rhyddlan 
Caftle } which plainly evinces that they cjiftiiiguiflied 
betwixt building and repairing J, 

* Groft's Antiquities. 

f Cough's Camd. li. 588. I^yttleton'a Henry II. 

:{: Hen. de Knyghton, 2462. Hollingflied, ii. 279. Stowe, 
^00, Iceland fays, <* Quia Lewelinus princeps W^lHoe ad par- 
Jiamentum Edwardi regis venire nolncrat, rex WalHam adieus^ 
oaftellum de Flint de novo fundavtt, caftrum de Rudelan ^nrr^zv/^^ 
ufei Lewelinus fubdidit fe regi, dando pro tranfgreffione, L, M. 
l\brarpm.*' CoUe^tr de Rcb. Brit. i. 346. 
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On Palm Sunday, 12815 the Welfh, wearied oF 
their fubjedion to the Englifli, as a fignal of general 
infurreftioij feized this and other caftles, plundering 
at the fame time all who refufed, to join their party*. 
In the year following, therefore, Edward, repairing 
to Wales, took Caergwrle caftle, and marched on 
immediately afterwards to this place, from whence 
Llewelyn and his brother David fled >n precipita.^ 
tion, leaving it undefended f. 

In the year 1332 Edward III* granted this and 
other caftles, with all his lands here, to the Black 
Prince,^ to hold to him and his heirs, kings of Eng- 
land : ^nd in 1385 it was beflowed by Richard II. 
with the chief-juftieefhip of Chefter, upon Robert 
Vere, Earl of Oxford J/' 

It was furrendered fourteen years after to Percy 
Earl of Northumberland, who betrayed into it the 
unfortunate Richard II. tinder the infidious pretence 
that Bolingbrofce, \^ho was waiting for him hete^ 
defired only to have his property reftored, arid that 
the kingdom fliould have a parliament. Northum- 
berland met the king at Conwy, where he had gone 
after his return from Ireland ; and they were pro- 
ceeding together towards this place, when, among 
the recefies of the mountains near Penmaen Rhos, 
the latter obferved s^ band of foldiers. Alarmed 

• Matt. Weftm. 370. Hen. de Knyghton, 2464. PowcU 
361,, Stpwe, 20 f. 

f Carte's England, 11. 193. Pennant^ 1. 47. 
J Grofe's Antiquities. 

04 for 
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for his jfafety, and now fearful of the fnare that was 
laid for him, he attempted to return; but Percy 
fpringing forward,^ caught his horfe's bridle, and 
forcibly direfted his courfe. They dined at Rhydd- 
lan, and arrived in the fame evening at Flint. The 
next day, " after dinner, (fays Stowe,) the Duke of 
Lancafter entered the caftle all armed, his bafenet 
excepted. King Richard came down to meet 
him J and, the duke, as foon as he faw the king, fell 
down on his knees, and coming^ near unto him, he 
kneeled, a fecond time with his hat in his hand : and 
the king then put off his hoode and fpoke firft : 

* Fair coufm of Lancafter, you are right wellcome/ 
JThe duke, bowing low to the ground, anfwered, 

* My lord, I am come before you fent for me ; the 
reafon why I will fliewe you. The common fame 
;imong your people is fuch, that ye have fqr the 
fpace of twenty or two and twenty years, ruled them 
very rigoroufly : but, if it pleafe our lord, I will 
helpe you to govern better !* The king anfwered, 

* Faire coufin of Lancafter, fith it pleafeth you, it 
pleafeth me well!* The duke then with a high 
Iharpe voyce, bad bring forth the king's horfes, and 
two little nagges, not worth fourtie franks, were 
brought forthe : the knig was fet on the one, and 
the earl of SaliflDury on the other : and thus the 
duke brought them from Flint to Chefter ;'* from 
whence, after a night's reft, they were taken to 
London*, 

* Stowe's Annali, 321. Pennant, 1. jo. 

^ * From 
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From this period I liave been able to meet with 
no documents relative to the caftle of Flint, till the 
civil wars of the reign of Charles I. when it appears 
to have been garrifoned for the king, after having, 
been repaired at the expence of Sir Roger Moftyn, 
who was appointed goverrror*. In 1643 ^^ wasbe- 
fieged by fir William Brereton and fir Thomas 
Middleton, and was defended till aH the provifions, 
even to horfes, failing, the governor furrendered 
it upon honourable terms. It muft afterwards 
have been retaken by the royalifts ; for in Auguft 
1646 it appears to have been furrendered to major- 
general Myttonf. In December of the fame year 
it was, with Hawarden, and three other caftles, or- 
dered by the parliament to be fo far deftroyed as to 
render it untenable |. 

In the year 1283 Flint was made a free borough, 
and received its charter, which was afterwards con- 
firmed in the reign of Philip and Mary, and again in 
the twelfth of William I1L§. 

This place, in conjunction with Caerwys, Rhydd-* 
Ijm, Caergwrle and Overton, fends a member to 
parliament. . The eleftion is made by fuch of the 
inhabitants as pay parochial taxes ; and the return- 
ing officers are the two bailiflfs appointed by the 
mayor. 

• Carte's England. Pennant, I. 47. 

f Whitelock, 221. 

:(: Rufhworth's ColIcAions, part iv. vokl. 297. Whitdockf 231. 

§ Pennant,!. ^6. ^ 
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CHAP III, 
Flint to Holywell* 

ftiSculous Scene near Baglllu — HoIywelI,'^Mode of ajfemhling /« 
Church. -— Wenef red's Well, -^Legend of St. Wenefred. — Miracles.- • 
Mqffes. — Inventors of the Well. — Devotees, "^MHis and Mamifac* 
fortes on the Stream, — Dejlru^lion of Water Wheels.;^ Well for 
weak Eyes, — Bafingwerk Mhey.^^Bqfmgweri CijJlle.^Tra' 
ditlon refpe^ing it.-^ Watt's Dyke. 

Nothing very interefting occurred in the road bq^ 
twixt Flint and Holywell ; and had it not been for 
the fhortnefs of the journey, fcarcely fix miles, it 
would have feemed fomewhat tedious. — ^I foon be^ 
came in a great meafure feparated as it were fron^ 
the country, by a range of hills on the left of the 
road, which did not allow me one pleafing profpeft;; 
and on the oppofite fide a long and dreary marfh,, 
with an extent of fand in the bed of the river not 
lefs than two miles in any direftion beyond it, pre-» 
fented fuch a dull uniformity of objeds, that I was 
glad to be indebted even to % few ftraggling gulls, 
which at intervals came whirling over my head, utter- 
ing their harfh fcreams, for fources of refledHon and 
amufement. — ^About mid-way I paffed a little hamlet, 
where the dingy countenances of the inhabitants 

plainly 
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plainly indicated their employment to be in fome of 
the many lead works with which this neighbourhood 
abounds. My appearance feemed to afford them 
confiderable diverfion ; and the broad grin and va-r 
cant ftare met my eyes whichever way I turned them. 
The ideas of a pair of fpedacles and a wallet, 
were what they had never been accuftomed to affo* 
ciate in the fame perfon ; and though either of them, 
feparately, would have ftrongly excited their curiofity, 
yet, when qonneded, the phenomenon appeared en» 
tirely unaccountable by any of the data their expe* 
rience had afforded them. About three hundred 
yards beyond the place, I turned round, and beheld 
^ group confining of about twenty men, women, 
and children, coUefted in the middle of the road, 
(in earneft confultation), which did not difperfe fa 
long as I continued in fight. 

Holywell* 

I know no town in North Wales that in a com*- 
merdal view is of more importance than HolywelU 
The numerous manufaftures in its vicinity, and its 
eafy accefs to the fe^, have rendered it the. great 
mart of this part of the kingdom. The town is fpa- 
cious, but irregular ; pleafantly fituated oji the flope 
of a mountain which extends nearly to the water. 
Many of the houfes are good, and give to it an air of 
confiderable opulence. 

The parilh chiu-ch is a building of no beauty what- 
ever, , fituated near Su Wenefred's Well. It is fo 

much 
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much below the reft, of the town, that the bell k 
fcarcely audible at a little diftance. When the inhabi- 
tants are to be called to prayers, they are therefore 
under the neceffity of adopting the following fingular 
remedy for this defeft : — a perfon^ hired for the pur- 
pofe, faftens a lofithem ftrap round his neck, to the 
end of which a bell of tolerable weight is fufpended, 
and over one of hjs khee^ he buckles a cufhiori ; thus 
accqutred he fets out a certain time before the fervice 
'commences, and walks through the principal parts 
df the town, jingling the bell every time his cufhion* 
c4 knee comes forward. 

Wenefred's Well, 

. From which the name of Holywell was given to 
this place, fprings with vaft impetuofity from a rock 
at the foot of a fteep hill near the bottom of the town. 
It is covered by a fmall Gothic building, faid to havie 
been erefted by Margaret the mother of Henry the 
VIL, but Mr. Grofe was of opinion, that the frieze 
of the outfide cornice, which is ornamented with 
monkies, and other grotefque figures, indicates it to 
be of more ancient date*. Nothing, obferves this 
accurate writer, can exceed the delicacy and elegance 
of the Gothic work on the infide of this buildings 
which forms a canopy over the well, having in the 
Centre, and ferving as origin to the gothic arches, a 
circular fhield on which was once carved a coat of 
arms. Above this was the chapel ; at prefent convert** 

• Antiqnitie^. 
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cd into a charity fchool. The water paffes from the 
fmall well, under an arch, into a larger one, which 
was intended for the bath. 

The Legenj>. ' 

The legendary origin of this well Is Angular. 
Wenefred *, who is fuppofed to have lived in the 
early part of the feventh century, is reported to have 
been a beautiful and devout virgin, of noble defcent. 
She was placed under the protection of her relation 
Beuno, a def<|endant from the kings of Powys, whoi 
had founded a church here. A young prince of the 
name of Cradoc, ftruck with the elegance of her 
perfon, refolved to attempt her virtue ; and, feizing 
an opportunity when all except herfelf were at 
prayers, he declared to her his paffion. She made 
' fome excufe to efcap^ from the room, and then fled 
from the houfe to the church, which appears to have 
been fituated at the foot of the hill. Before (he could 
reach this fanduary he overtook her, and with his 
fword, in an extacy of rage and difappointment, 
ftruck off her head. This, like an elaftic ball, bound- 
ed down the fide of the hill, through the door of 

the church, and up one of the aifles direftly to the 

♦ 

* Th€ following- particulars are principally extradled from 
bifliop Fleetwood's life of St. Wenefred, publiflied iri 1713.— 
The Welfh name of this female was Gwenvrewi ; Tudur Aled, 
a Welfh bard who flourifhed about A. D. 1450, has celebrated 
her fanftity and the reputed miracles of her well, in a poem ftill 
extant. 

•2 altar 
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altar wherfe her friends wei*e affembled at prayer i 
refting here, k clear and copious fountain immediately 
gufhed out. St. Beuno fnatched up the head, and 
again joining it to the body, it was, to the furprize and 
admiration of all prefent, immediately re-united, th^ 
place of feparation being only marked by a whit^ 
line encircling the neck. Cradoc dropped down on 
the fpot where he had committed the atrocious ad J 
and the legend informs us that it was not known 
whether the earth opened to receive his impious 
corpfe, or whether his mafter, the devil, carried it off, 
but that it was certainly never feen afterwards. The 
fides of the well were covered with a fweet-fcented 
mofs, and the ftones at the bottom became tindured 
with her blood ! 

The livelefs tears fhee fhed into a fountaine turne, 
And, that for her alone, the water fhould not meurne. 
The pure vermiUion blood that iffued from her veincs 
Unto this very day the pearly gravel ftalncs ; 
AqxyGl the white and red were mixed in her cheeke, 
And that one part of her might be the other like. 
Her haiVe was turned to moffe, whofe fwcetnefs doth declare 
In hyelinefs of youth the natural fweets fhe bare *. 

Wenefred furvived her decapitation about fifteefl 
years, and havings towards the latter end 6f that time, 
received the veil from St. Elerius at Gwytherin, iit 
Denbighfhire, died abbefs of that monaftery. Thqre 
her body refted in quiet for near /^^ hundred years y 

♦ Drayton's Polyolbion, p. igo. 

till 
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till the reign of king Stephen, when a miracle having 
been wrought, by her interceflion, on a monl^ at 
Shrewfbury, the abbot of the convent there deters 
mined on a tranflation of her remains to their mo^ 
iiaftery, which, after much difScuIty and many pre- 
tended vifions from heaven, was at laft effe^ed^ 
about the year 1 138# 

The well, after her death, was endowed with 
may miraculous properties : it healed the difeafes of 
all who plunged into its water, and Drayton fays that 
no animal whatever could be drowned in it. 

The following is one of the numerous wondersi 
that have been recorded of its powerful influence.: 

- a party of depredators ftole a cow from a pafture: 
not fer diftant, and that their footfteps might not be 
traced, dragged her along fome neighbouring rocks* 

' But how were the impious wretches deceived : not 
one ftep was fet without leaving an impreffion on 
the ftones, as if they had been pafling over foft clay ; 
nay, the learned editor of the life of St, Wenefred. 
fays that the original defcribes them as at every ftep 

ftnking up to the very knees! The owner was, by 
this means enabled to recover his beaft ; and the 
terrified wretches, coming in penitence to the altar, 
confeffed their crime, and were, no doubt by the 

r interceifion of the faint, forgiven. 

The fweet-fcented mofs, growing plentifiilly on 
the fides of this well, is nothing more than junger^: 
mannia afplenoides of Linnaeus ; it is found in many 
other fprings in the kingdom, and is alfo occafionally 

to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4S PJLll^T to HOlVWELLv , 

to be met with in moift places, by road fides, and 
in woods. The fuppofed tinfture of the Mood is 
Mkewife a vegetable produftion, b'^us jdithm. I 
have fome doubt whether the mofs, as it is called, 
does not entirely derive its fmell from that of the 
byflus, which is very powerful, and which I have 
known it to retain on a flone in a cabinet for a great 
length of time, even though itfelf was almoft dried 
away and become invifible* 

The day of the comniekioration of St. Wenefred 
is the 3d of November, and it is yet obferved by the 
Roman Catholics of this part of the country. 
- Dr. Powei has afcribed the invention of this well Xo 
the monks of BafingWerk, an abbey about a mile 
diflant, from the circumftance of its not b^ing men* 
tioned by any perfon who wrote previous to the foun- 
dation of that monaftery *. Giraldus Cambrenfis, 
a man ever ready to relate any wonderful ftory, 
though he lodged there a night, in his journey 
through Wales^ in the year 1187, does not once 
fpeak of it.—- Dr..Fuller, in his peculiar manner .of 
Writing, remarks of the legend of St. Wenefred, '* that 
if the tip of his tongue who firft told, and the top of 
his fingers who firft wrote this damnable lie, had 
been cut off, and they had both been fent to attend 
their cure at the fhrine of St. Beuno, they would 
certainly have been more wary afterwards how they 
reported or recorded fuch improbable untruths f.'* 

f Notes on the Itfn. CambriK of Gir. Cambrenfis, p. 3S. 
f Worthies of Wales, 38. 

The. 
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The devotei^s of the faint were formerly very 
numerous, and in the laft age the well was fo noted, 
that, accbrding to Mr. Pennant^ a cfo-w^ed head 
dignified the place with a vifit. " The prince who 
loft thfee kingdoms fof jl mafs, payed his refpeSs 
on the 29th of Auguft, 1686, to our faint, and re- 
ceived as a reward a prefent of the very fhift in 
which his great grandmother,. Mary Queen of Scots, 
loft her head*/' Of late yeafs the Vifltdrs have much 
fallen off: ho\Vever, if I, may judge from feven 
crutches and two hand»barrowd ftuck among the 
gothic ornaments of the roof, I fhould lUppofe that 
the well was not yet entirely forfaken. Indeed the 
fanative properties of this watei*, in common with 
(hofe of cold baths in general, are not to be difpu- 
ted ; but to attribute to the intefcelTion of a faint 
thofe things which from the common courfe of jia- 
ture are to be accounted ifor, feems only worthy the 
ages of fuperflition and ignorancie. 

The quantity of water thi*own up here has been 
found, on an accurate calculation, not left than 
'eighty-four hogjheads in a minute. The ^Vell has 
never been known to be frozen, and it fcarcely ever 
varies in quantity^ either in droughts, or after the 
greateft rains. Thefe drcumftances render it of iti- 
eftimable value : fof j^ although the 'w^ter has only a 
mile and a hundred and twenfy-foui* yards to run, 
before it arrives at the fea^ it turned, a few years ago, 
the machinery to eleven diflfereiit extenfive 

• Hittory of Whitford and ftoljwdfe 
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Mills and MANurACTOHiEs. 

1 . ^ Corn Mill^ a large building that ftands neai^ 
^e head of the flream. 

2. TA^ Upper Cotton Mill, ereded in Ae autumn 
of the year 1783, and fmifiied in the fliort fpace of (« 
weeks from the laying of the foundation^ It is fix 
ftories high, and forty yards long.— This ^nd all the 
other cotton works on the ftretm belong to a part* 
nerlhip concern, under the firm of the ^* Cotton and 
Twift Company/' 

3. The Old Cotton Mill^ erefted in the fpring of 
1777. This is only three ftories high : it is thirty* 
three yards long, and eight wide. 

4. The Crefcent Cottm Milly erefted in the fpring 
. t)f 1 790. It is fix ftories high j twenty-fix yards long, 

and ten wide. 

$. The Br^ Battery Mills j built in the year 1 765* 
Thefe works are at prefent in the hands of Thomasi 
Willianfj^ Efq. and Co. under the firm of " The 
j^peenfieki Go^^ and Brafs Company *." Goods 
are he^c pifepared for Africa, America, and othei; 
parts of ihe globe. For Africa, large brafs pajis, 
called Neptunes^ in \rfiich the negroes make.fidt: 
pans for getting the gold out of the beds of the 
rivers, that has been wafiied from the mountains by 
the violence of the torremts: bright and black 
nuznillas ; the latter are the current coin of fome pats 
of the African coaft, and the %fl^ ar^ rings to omaw 

* Since this work wz» fent to the prcft, Mr. Williamai it 
dead, aud the property has been 2^)vertrr«H Tor lale. 
"' ^ ment 
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ment the arms and the legs of the negroes. Brafs 
Yeffels are alfo made here for various other pur* 
pofes ; and brafs and copper rods. 

6. A Copper Rolling Mill^ erefted in 1787. This 
is the largeft and moft commodious building of the 
kind in the kingdom, being eighty-fix feet long, 
fixty-nine wide, and near thirty high in the centre. 
It is the property of the Greenfield Copper and Brafs 
Company. 

7. The Lower Cotton Mill^ was built in the fum- 
mer of 1785. It is fix ftories high; thirty-fix 
yards long, and ten wide, 

8. A Copper Wire Mil/y belonging to the Parys 
Mine Company, fituated on the eaft fide of the ftream. 
This is a manufaftory for brafs wire of every deno- 
minsdon. Square materials are alfo drawn at this 
place for making copper nails, in the common way 
©f beating and heading. 

g. 4 Copper Rolling Milled the Parys Mine Com- 
pany. 

10. J?r^ M<?//i«^H(W{/^x belonging to the Green- 
field Copper and Brafs Company. At thefe works 
the proprietors make plate-brafs for the purpofe of 
being manufadured at their Battery Mills ; plate-- 
brafe for wire for the pin manufadurers, and ingot 
brafs for the founders, &c. They have a mill, con* 
veniences to calcine, buddle, and grind calamine, &c. 
and a copper forge; The latter is now out of ufe. 

11. A Copper Forge. This is the property of the 
Parys Mm^ Company, and ftaads on the lower part 

£ a of 
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of the ftream, next the fea. Thefe buildings were 
finiflied in the year 1 780, Here is a great forge for 
heating the cakes of ccq>per previoufly to their be-^ 
ing beat into pans, or /rolled into lheathings,.&c. 
From hence our navy is impart fupplied with fiieath- 
ing, bolts^ and naik. Some of the bolts are twenty 
feet long, and fo hardened by rolHng and battering 
as, when facilitated, by boring with an auger two- 
thirds of their length, to be capable of being driveii 
almoft to their heads, into places where the beds of 
timber are extremely thick. Rudder hands and 
braces are manufaftured here ; and nails, from a foot 
long to the fize of a fadler's tack. Braziers, are 
furnifhed fi'om hence with all kinds of copper vef- 
fels. — ^Thefe, and all the other works on the ftreara 
of this defcription, are fumilhed with copper from 
the Anglefea mines. 

The^Mine Companies employ near forty vefTels of 
from thirty to fifty tons "burthen each, to cpnvey 
the feveral manufaftures, or the materials, to and 
from Liverpool, and other places where they have 
cbnnedlions. 

In this ftreatn it is remarked that the waterwheels are 
Very foon deftr6yed : -fo much fo that an oak wheels 
which in moft other waters ought to have lafted at 
leafl thirty years, has been known to become unfit 
for ufe'in twelve. A fpecies of mofs, the bypnum 
ripariunij vegetates on the wood, and harbours the 
larvae of fome fpecies of infeft in fuch immenfe 
quantities, that they foon eat even into the heart of 
4 . the 
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the wood. On this account, the Greenfield Com- 
pany's Copper and Brafs Rolling Mill, has its water 
wheels formed of caft-iron in the place of timber. 

By the road fide, near the larger well is a fmall 
fpring that was once famous for the cure of weak 
eyes. An offering was ms^de to the tutelar faint 
(for mod of the fprings in this countiy are dedicated 
to fome imaginary faint) of a crooked pin, and at the 
time of laying the eyes, an ejaculation, by way of ad- 
dition to the charm, was uttered by the patient. In 
the prefent age the waters have loft nearly all their 
efficacy, 

Basingwerk Abbey*. 

In fearch of Bafingwerk Abbey, I proceeded along 
the road by the fide of the ftream, for about a mile, 
till I came to the marfli, and then crofling it to the 
right, I found myfelf within fight of the ruin, 
which ftands on an eminence jull above. Thefe 
fhattered time-worn remains, with the furrounding 
fycamores, are from fome points of view highly pic- 
turefqvie and beautiful, 

The ivy new in fnde luxuriance bend» 

Its 'tangled foliage through the clohlered fpace^ 

O'er the green window's mouldVhig height afvtnd^. 
And fondly clafps it \\\ a laft tnnbrace. 

* Macs glas, or Greenfield monaflery. 

B 3 The 
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The Kttle at prdent left is fcarcely fuffici^t to ui- 
dicate to us what this Abbey was when in its flourifli- 
ing ftate. The church, which lay on the eaft fide, 
is totally deftroyed. The refeftory is the moft en- 
tire ptrt of the building, and has on one fide a large 
recefs with a couple of circular archeis. The pillars 
that fupport thefe are fomewhat fingulsu*, being 
foUned of ftones that at prefent, according to the 
remztk of a friend who attended this part of my 
ramble, bear an appearance not unlike that of cheefes 
piled on each other. Above the refedory was the 
dormitory where the monks had their cells. The 
chapel of the Knights Templars, foimded here by 
Henry 11., is fpacious and elegant. The brick 
building ftriped with timber, that joins the Abbey, 
and certainly adds nothing to its beauty, is conjec- 
tured by Mr. Grofe to have been the granary. The 
fituation is delightful, commanding an extenfive 
profpeft of the river Dee, Chefter, Park-Gate, and 
the Lancaftrian hills. The architefture is mixed, 
the round arches and ihort mafTy colunms exhibit- 
ing the Saxon^ and the narrow pointed windows the 
Gothiellyle. 

Tanner and Dugdale fay that Bafingwerk Abbey 
was founded by Ranulph Earl of Chefter, about the 
year 1131, and that this foundation was afterwards 
confirmed by Henry H. and Llewelyn prince of 
North Wales. Many of the old writers afcribe the 
original foundation to Henry, but Mr. Pennant is of 

opinion - 
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opnuon tihai it ought tp be referred to a period con- 
liderably anterior to eitber of Itiiefe *, 

At the j£flEbkxt;ton of abbeys in the ragn of Henry 
VIIL its Kveaues appear t9 have amounted to forne* 
«i^hat nu2re than a hundred ::nd fifty poymds fer amtum^ 

Basingwerk: Castjle. 

Veftiges of this fortrcfe are yet vifible in the founr 
dation of a wall on the edge of Watt's Dyke, and 
by the road fide near the turnpike gate, at a little 
diftance from the Abbey : but thefe are very trifling. 
It is fuppoied to have been indebted for its ereOion 
to Richard the fon of Hugh Lupus earl of Cheften 
In the year 1 1 19, after his return fiom Normandy^ 
where he had been educated, he attempted a pilgrim.- 
age to Wenefred's well ; but either in his journey 
thither, or on his return, he was attacked by a party 
of Welfh, and obliged to feek for fhelter in Bafing- 
werk Abbey, Thus fituated. he implored protection 
from Wenefred, who, tradition fays, raifed certain 
fands betwixt Flintfliire and the oppofite coaft, to per- 
mit his conftable and men to pafs over to his relief 
which, from that circumftance, were called ConJiable*^s 

• Notitia Monad ica. Monafticon Anglicanuixi, i. 720. Pcn- 
<iant*s Tour, 1 24. Stow's Anfiala, 158. L^atid^s CoHtdancat 
i. loi. — Powel, in h» notes on Giraldus CaBibKiifi«« and biAM>|) 
Gibfony in his additions to Camden, agree in its being founded fo 
late as 1512. Knyghtoo and Bromtonfay it was founded Aib* 
fcquent to the year 1150. — See alfo the following scCdunt of 
Bafingwerk cadle. 

E 4 Sandi ! 
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Sands / If any reliance whiitever is to be had as to 
the origin of this tradition, it tends to prove that 
the foundation of the Abbey was prior to the date 
generally affigned to it, and that the well was ac- 
counted miraculous before the journey of Giraldus 
Cambrenfis, notwithftanding his being entirely 
filent refpecling it. I muft confefe myfelf inclined 
to the fornaer opinion, but I have inferted the ftory, 
that the matter may be decided by heads wifer than 
my own. 

The caftle is well known to have been rebuilt 
in the year 1157, ^7 ^^^^ 1^* *^ft^^ ^^^ efcgpe in 
the battle near Euloe ; he, however, firft cleared all 
the paffes and cut down thQ woods around it, which 
at that time were impenetrable forefts, s^ording fh^l- 
ter, as he had keenly experienced, to powerful ener 
mies *, The Welfh ever looked upon this fortrefs 
as a difagreeable check upon their proceedings and 
liberty, and therefore about eight years afterwards, 
Owen Gwynedd, after m^ny unfuc^efsful attempts^ 
^t laft tQok it by ftorm, and immediately levelled it 
with the ground f. From this time it does not ap- 
pear to hfive been the caufe of any further contentions^ 

Wattes Dyke, 

This barrier begins at Maelbury n^ar OfweRx^^ 
paffes by tiiat town, through the grounds, at Wynn- 

4 * Matt. Paris, 8i. — MS. Chrcnicle, from Brutus to the end 
pf th<; rcfgn of Edward the Fopi th, in the library of St, Pctcr'f 
College, Cambridge, 

.-j- Ppwd's Hiilory of Walcs^ 2-23. 

ftav. 
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ftay, near Wrexham, Hope, and Northop, and ter- 
minates in the Dee at this place. Churchyard is ^ 
moft the only writer that has not confounded th» 
wth OiFa's Dyke. He affigns as the objefl: of iu 
formation that the fpace betwixt the two, for they^ 
run to a confiderable dillance nearly parallel with 
each other, was to be free ground, where the Britons 
and Danes might meet for all commercial purpofe&i 

There is a famous thing, 
Caird CfTti's Dyke, that reacheth farre in length. 
All kind of ware the Danes might thither bring. 
It was free gro\ind and call'd the Briton*8 ftrcngth- 
Wat's Dyke, llkewife, about the fame was fet. 
Between which two the Danes and Britons met. 
And traffic flill, but pafiing bounds by fl eight, 
ybf pi)e di4 tal^e thcot)ic|- pria'ncr ftu'i«^bt, 
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iHoLYWELL TO St. Asaph, 

Lead Mmes.-^Calamme.'^^Romatt Pbard**^^ Memoranda of Mr, 
Pennant.-^Vale of Clwyd.-^St, Jfaph.^Hl/lory of the Catke* 
dral — Miracle performed hy St. Afaph. — Vide of Ctwyd. 

The road from Holywell to St. Afaph is rugged 
but pleafant. This coimtry abounds in lead 
minesy and I paffed fome very confiderable ones 
about a mile beyond Holywell. The veins of ore, 
as I was informed, run in direftions either north 
and fouth, or eaft and weft, but of thefe the latter 
are by jnuch the richeft. They are found in a 
matrix either of chert or limeftone, and often 
extend to unknown depths. The common, or 
lamellated ore, yields above fifteen hundred of lead 
to twenty of the ore ; and, in general, about four- 
teen ounces of filver to the ton. 

Calamine is alfo found in great quantities in this 
neighbourhood, and in veins like the lead, fome- 
times mixed with ore, but frequently alone. Nearly 
the whole of Flintftiire abounds with it, and fo 
entirely ignorant were the inhabitants of its ufe as, 
within the laft fixty years, even to mend their roads 
with it. Thefe roads have, however, been fince 

turned 
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turned up in many places, and thdr materials con- 
verted to more valuable purpofes. 

I had not paffed the lead mines far before I 
came within fight of an ancient circular buildings 
in form not much unlike a windmill, on the fummit 
of a lofty hill, called Carreg, in the parifh of Whit- 
ford, and about two miles to the right of the road. 
This, Mr. Pennant, entreating his friends not to 
confider him an antiquarian Quixote for doing it, 
conjeftures to have been a Roman pharos, con^ 
ihiiaed to diredk the navigators to and from Deva, 
along the difficult channel of Seteia Portus. 

Memoranda of the late Mr. Pennant. 

A large manfion called Downing, which Hands 
about half way betwixt the road and the fea-fiiore, 
was, not long ago, the refidence of Mr. PennanL 

This indefatigable and ufeful writer was bom at 
Bychton, in the parifh of Whitford, on the 14th of 
June 1726. He was a lineal defcendant from Tudor 
Trevor, who married Angharad the daughter of 
Howel Dda, prince of North Wales *. 

He became pofTeffed of the eftate at Downing by 
the death of his father David Pennant ; and having 
difcovered a rich mine of lead ore on it, he was 
enabled, by means of the emoluments arifing from 

* The name is truly Wclfh, derived from pen the head or 
end, and nantf a narrow valley; the houfe of Bychton, the 
ancient family manfion, being fcattd at the head of a very 
confiderable dingle. 

this. 
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this, to make confiderable improvements. Here he 
principally refided. 

" The houfe itfelf/* he informs us, " has Kttle 
to boaft of. I fortunately found it incapable of 
being improved into a magnitude exceeding the 
revenue of the family. It has a hall, which I 
prefer to the rural impropriety of a paltry veftibule ; 
a library ; a parlour capable of containing more 
guefts than I ever wifli to fee in it at a time, feptem 
convhium ; novem convicium ! and a fmoaking-room, 
mod antiquely furnilhed with ancient carvings, and 
the horns of all the European beafts of chace. 
This room is now quite out of ufe as to its original 
pvrpofe. Above ftairs is a good drawing-room,^ 
in times of old called the dining-room, and a;tea- 
room, the fum of all that are really wanted. I have 
Cowley's wift re?ilized, — z fm'4ll houfe and a large 
garden I'* 

I The librc^ry contains, he fays, a nunierpus coU 
lefliion of books, principally of hiftory, natural hif- 
tory, and glalfics. " My own labours" (he ?dds) 
*^ might fill an ordinary book-room/* 

In his hiftory of Whitford and Holywell, he 
mentions another houfe called Downing, on the 
pppofite fi4e of the dii^gle, abo\it three hundred 
yards from this ma^ifion, the property of Thoma§ 
Thomas, Efq. Fierce feuds, as ufual in days of 
yore, raged, according to his relation, between the 
tv/o families, '' Thefe Montagues ufed to take a 
cruel revenge on their neighbour Capulef, by the 

advantage 
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advantage of a ftream, which ran through their 
grounds in its way to bur kitchen, where it was 
applied to the turning of a fpit. How often^" fays 
he, " has that important engine been flopped, 
before it had performed half its evolutions! our 
poor Capulet fwearing, lady crj'ing, cook fuming, 
and nurfe fcreaming ! But 

To hear the children mutter, 

When they loft thtiV bread and butter^ 

It would move a heart of floiie.'' 

Till the advancement of Richard Pennant, Efq, 
in the year 1783, to the title of Penrhyn, the 
family, according to his own account, was never 
diftinguifhed by any honours beyond the moft ufeful 
one, that of a juftice of the peace : and " I fhould 
blulh," he fays, " if a Pennant could be found, 
who, through lack of public fpirit, floth, or fel- 
fifhnefs, would decline that great conftitutional 
office!" 

The firft fheriff of this houfe was Pyers Pennant, 
who difcharged that truft in 161 2. He had the 
fortune to marry the daughter of a family not famed 
for placidity, or the milder virtues. Vald^'^ valcDy, 
irritabile genus! " And from them, Tom,'* an aunt 
ufed often to tell him, " we got our paflion;'' 
and frequently added the wife Welfli caution, Bezmre 
of a breed! 

The fruits of this marriage foon appeared, for 
Thomas, the eldeft fon, in a furor brevis killed his 

miller. 
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miller. He was indifted for manflaughter, tried, 
and convicted, but afterwards pardoned. 

When Mr. Pennant was about twelve years old, 
the father of Mrs. Piozzi prefented him with a copy 
©f VClUughby's Ornithology. This firft gave a tafte 
for the ftudy of natural hiftory, which he afterwards 
purfued with fo much avidit)', and from which 
rfie world has obtained fo much inftrudion and 
benefit. 

The high gratification that he derived from this 
delightful fcience, and a defire of examining the 
ifland that gave him birth, induced him, about his 
twentieth year, to make, from Oxford, the tour of 
Cornwall. In this expedition he obtained a con- 
(iderable knowledge of the mineralogy of the Weft 
of England. Not long afterwards he went over the 
principal parts of Ireland ; but fuch, he informs us, 
^' was the conviviality of the country, that his jour- 
nal proved as maigre^ as his entertainment was gras: 
fo it never was a difh fit to be offered to the 
pubKc.** 

In the year 1755 he began a correfpondence with 
Linnaeus, which ended only when the age and in- 
firmities of that juftly celebrated man obliged him* 
to defift. To thejtalents of Mr. Pennant, Linnaeus 
fubfcribed in the higheft terms ; and two years after 
the commencement of their acquaintance, Mr. Pen- 
nant was, at his inftance, eleftcd a member of the 
Royal Society at l^pfal. 

In 
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In 176 1, he publilhed his firft work, the folio 
^xdon of his Britifli Zoology. 

Four years after this he made a (hort tour to 
the contment, during which he became perfonally 
acquainted with Le Comte de BufFon. While in 
Pari% he paffed much of his time with this naturahft,. 
and afterwards fpent fome days with him at his 
feat at Monbard. 

At Ferney he viiked Voltaire. ** He happened,** 
feys Mr. P., which is nearly the whole account he 
^ves of him, " to be in good humour, and was 
very entertaining ; and in his attempt to fpeak 
Eaglifli, convinced us that he was a perfeQ: mafter 
of our oaths and our curfes.'* 

At Bern he commenced acquaintance with Baron 
Haller, and at the Hague with Dr. Pallas. His 
meeting with the latter gave rife to his Synopfis of 
Quadrupeds ^ and afterwards, in a fecond edition,, 
to his Hiftory of Quadrupeds. A work of this 
nature was commenced by Pallas, at the defire of 
Mr. Pennant, on a plan fomewhat fimilar to that of 
Ray's Synopfis^; but this gentleman being invited 
10 Peterfburgh by the emprefs of Ruffia, his em- 
ployments there did not allow him fufEcient leifure 
to carry it on : it was therefore transferred from his 
to Mr. Pennant's hands ; but from Pallas he con- 
, tinued to receive confiderable improvements and 

twreiftions. 
.. In 1769J he made his firft tour into Scodand, 
^ coumry at that time ^mdit aa Utile- fciown-'to its 
r' ' ' V fouthern 
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foutlierh brethren as Kamtfchatka. He publifhed 
an account of this journey^ which proved that the 
northern parts of Great Britain might b^ vifited 
with fafety, and even with pleafure ; and from this 
lime Scotland has formed oiie of the feftiionable 
Britifh tours. A candid account of this countrjr 
was fo great a novehy, that the impr^ffion was. 
inftantly bought up, and the following year another 
was printed, and as foon fold. By this work he 
endeavoured to conciliate the affeftions of two 
nations which had been fet at variance by evil* 
defigning people, and he received atnple teftimony 
from feveral of the Scots of their approbation and 
fatisfadlion. 

In 1772, he performed his longeft journey; his 
fecond tour in Scotland, and voyage to the He* 
brides ; and he returned rich in civic honours, re* 
ceiving the ufual compliments of every corporated 
town. The publication of this tqur obtained the 
applaufe that it juftly merited. 

It was in this jol^mey that Mr. Pennant became 
acquainted with Mr. Hutchirtfon, of Barnard Caftle, 
the autfior of the hiftories of Durham and Cumber- 
land. The firft interview was fufficiently whimfical : 
Mr. P. relates it :— •" I was mounted on the famous 
ftones in the churchyard of 'Penrith, to take a 
nearer view of them, and fee whether the drawing 
I had procured, done by the Rev. Dn Todd, had 
the leall foundation in truths Thug engaged^ a 
perfop of g^ood appearance, looking up at, me^j 

obferved, 
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©Wbrvod,: ^jwhat finer mifk MraPeohantlhadiirtmte 
wB:h,lhefe;fto»e^if ^ Ij^lbe iiad got iate»h(n?Hb!fo 
JbiSQ)^:; 'ib^$ itftwBi5jg§«cinakie ted worie, <tef<teiwjel3bi 
feii b4)ld:af Mi'buttbh,^rod:.t©Va iixvn, ^I-Wk the; 

flidtt jdefcncB^j ^wofc hrait hiy^ tfce huUid^ and wS 

He ^ ma^^ ^ prieYiMii:. ha^ tbiei yieir 1 778, ^ fo^erali 
ji»nF»ie& oyer ife ^ .xjeAmias of bika^lv Wiifcs, 
in wiid:^ be icoUo&ttl a&ple j&aterials ev^it for tj^i)^ 
feiftdryi > His^ .vnsrhnotL this :cooiltry apfjekred^* ati 
di&99ei^ poiodfi^ ^ ^a^o Vofaimfi^ in quarts: -Of iii^ 
wjcrits i am^leid) fpeik in terms |amdwlmt fftrfkfv^ 
laving myfelf examttieri newlyife^ery' pfcit^ lit thSeJ 
(fivifioh if the- pHrtttf»lity,i tHkt Mr; f^Ankif fta* 
<ifit€tL I icampririeuwfce'of it, tha(t, foi^^acxilftLdy^i 
k is tia-oagHo\^iE-^^«dli^rpiiJi^ Int^ceff^^ at^wijice is- 
.irtad^jfdtr'aJlit^ltffl^'lh^krlli^ taken ]^laceiti tlit^ 
hpik ' t)ft ftm^i^ditlifeifty ye^> ahneft' utfe^ccepi^ 
t3dn;^bi6. ^:Wh4t te v^&irtM ii>i-felegifcce^f ft)4e t^ 
fi^fficiently compenfated'fey'<{tlStetSty of tria^fel% atftfl 
the dadcpicinbij-T the atlifti ^cfi the pjiilofoplfer, 
may alike derive from^it' informatioAf artd-^ftftt^^ 

,^^p Arftic Zoology . appiears 1 19. have hpen rnm> 
ni^nc^d,about^this period. .At fifeft th i c wa o defigned 
oni}^ to comjn»diQildsthi,i0ofogy -df^ N uiil i Aium ca; 
aiiM it was int^d^'ftj ti^a"!- that title, as alcotehy of 
Gteat Britaiii/ Sut tWe moWent tl^t^^^D^n^^^ 
caine Separated from us, he determined upon an 

F alteration 
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^dteradcm in his plan: bking in all the animftis 
ef the northern parts of ti^e old continent, he 
rdblved to render it a more general yiforkj and 
therrfore gave it the above title. This was fo well 
received by the public, as to be tranflated into 
German by Profieflbr Zimmerman ; that part of it 
which relates to the north of Eurc^ was tranflated 
into Swedifli, ^nd the introdudion into French.^ 

/ In the yeiu: ^779^ when the difcontents begaif 
to grow fd high, that even the little ceunty of Flint 
took a ihare in the attempt to produce a redrefs 
of ^ievancet, he was defirous of rendermg every 
^fliftance in his power to allay the popular fury. 
He everted htmfelf among hj^ neighbours^ and 
jteafoned ibme qf them again Into their fenfes. 
ije alfo fr^uned a fjpeech to deliver at a general 
meeting, but when the time iurived, fuch was his 
di^Sdence, that hq I^smI not (purage OEiough to rife 
up ; and therefc^-e, fi» the pfily method he had ta 
refort . to for the ncirculatioA • of $hi$ opinion, hq 
printed the lepitive intention. 

^^ Th^ folldVing i$ w enumeration of his different 
f}x\fik^(m^ vith their dates :- 

Britiffi 2fOology» foljp edition^ - - . . • • I'j^i* 

"""'' ' ^ ' " " ■ ' ' fecond edition^ two vol«. 8vo. • 1768. 

■ ■■'''" — ^,_ vol. ill. Syo* • - /. . ^7^9; 

I e ■' 1^ — 103 additioasd p]at98f &c. 8vo. v • '770« 

M .i .1 . — fpurtl^ ^^fl'^'^;* *^ V^ ^P^* ^ ^^' " '77^! 

- — vol. I v. containing wornMy ?5C^ - i777' 

^ynopfis of C^adriipedsi 8yo. • '\ • - 177'^ 
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Jlifton' of Quadrupeds, being the fecond cdittoxi of 1 -. 

the Synopfis, two voU. 4I0. • - 3 

third edition, two vols. ^to. • i79^» 

Genera of Birds, 8vo. -^ • ^ - • 1773. 

I^ndian Zoology, folio, • - . ^ . 1779. 

' ■■ fecond edition, 4to. • ♦ • 1792. 

A rdic Zoology, two vols. 4to* • • • 1784. 

PT — — r-rr: Supplement to, 4to. * - 1787. 

. — TTT , i..> I ' l ' . ' . fjpcond edition, two vols, 4to. - i792« 

Tour in Scotland In 17 69J 8vo '77'« 

; * fecond edition, 8yc. - 1772. 

'^^ — • " ■ ' third edition. 4to. - 1774. 

^otir itk Scotland in 1773, forming vol. ii. 4to. . >774« 

4i M l ^ -1 ■ .' ■ .. I wrr: — voLiii. 4to. • . 1*71 Sfyj 

i:^ ■ ' fifth cditiuUi ^hr^ vols, 4to. 1 790^- 

Joqr in Wales, vol. i. 4to. - - - - 1778, 

; ' J .. ■ vol ii. 4to. - . # • 1781. 

■ » ■ figcond edition, two vols. 4to. * ^1^'k* 

Journey from Chefter to London, 4to. • * 1782. 

Account of London, 4to. - • . • . *790« 

.-- — fecond and third editions, - I79i» 

Literary Life, 4to. -•-,•• 1793. 

Hillory pf Whitford and Holywell, 4tQ. » • 1795. 

Putllnes of the Globe, vols. i. and ii. 4to. • - 1798. 
Mifcellanies, only 30 copies, from a private prefs. 
Hiftory of the Patagonians, from the fame prefs* 

Pofibumous Publtcationt* 

Outlines of the Globe, vol. ill. and iv. 4tp. - - iSot 
Journey from London tp Dover, 4to. • • - i8or« 
journey from Dover to the Ifle of Wight, 4to« • i8oi- 

The two laft of tbefe form alfp two of .t^e 
vplumes of the vork denominated by Mr. Pennant, 
^* Outlines of the Globe/* This, in manufcript^ 

f 2 occupies 
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ocgupies two-and-twenty folio volumes, and im- 
common expence was beftowed on them in orna- 
ments and illuminations. No more than fix have 
been yet publifhed. 

The writing of his numerous works, their 
correftion, and the additions to the fubfequent 
editions, with his various other duties, kept both 
his mind and body in active and continual employ- 
nient. 

To his regular and temperate mode of life, and 
his ridmg exercife, for he perfprmed all his diflferent 
tours on horfeback, with the perfeQ; eafe of mind 
that he enjoyed on thefe pleafing excurfions, he 
attributes the almoft uninterrupted good health that 
he enjoyed for near fev^nty years. His general 
time of retiring to reft was ten o'clock ; and he rofe 
both in fummer and winter at feven. He carefully 
avoided that meal of excefs, 2, /upper ; "and my 
foul,*' fays he, " rifes with vigour to its employs, 
and- does not, I truft, dxfappoint the end of it^ 
Creator; • * 

Behold how pale the feated guefts-arife, 
From fuppers, puzzled with vaneties ! 
The body too with yefterday's excefs, 
Burthen'd, and tlr'd, fhall the poor foul dcprcfs } 
Weigh down this portion of celeftial birth, 
This breath of God, and ^% it 01^ the earth." 

His favourite exercife feems to have been on 
horfeback, and this be continued, as far as He was 
[ able/ 
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Jible, to the lateft part of his life, ** confidering the 
abfolute refignation of the perfon to the luxury of 
a carriage, to forbode a very Ihort interval betwixt 
that and the veliicle which is to carry us to t)ui: 
laftftage." 

In the year 1791, the' fixty-feventh of his ag^^ 
he fays of himfelf, " though my body may have 
fomewhat abated its wonted vigour, yet my mind 
ftill retains its powers, its longing after improve^- 
ment, its wifh to fee new lights through the chinks 
which time has made/' And fpeaking of his great 
attempt, the Outlines of the Globe : ** Happy is the 
life thiat could beguile its fleeting hours without 
injury to any one^ and, with addition of years, con- 
tinue to rife in its purfuits.— -But more int^reftmg, 
and ftill more exalted fubjefts, mufti employ my 
futui-e fpan.'* 1 

Some of thefe latter obfervations appear ill hi^ 
^ literary Life,** which' contains his biography, fo 
fer ai relates, principally^ to hi^ literary concerns^ 
to the commencement of the year 1793« This, 
although piAlifhed by hintfe!f, he whimfically de- 
ttomiliatfes a p^fthumous work, the name iti dotted 
charaders 

fiibfcribed to the advertifement, iil^cat&i^ it to lie 
fent into the world by his departed literary fpirkJ^ 
From this time he declares himfelf determined to 

F 3 appear 
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appear in no new works before the public^ y^ 
the afdvity of his mind would not fufFer hint^ 
even in this advanced age, entirely to refign himfeif 
.to jirivate labours and domeftic concerns 5 accord^ 
ingly he wrote, and in 1796 printed, the " Hiftory 
of Whitford and Holywell," the word 

ftESUftGAM 

appropriately occupying the leaf preceding the title* 
He aften^^ards publifhed alfo the two firll volumes 
of the " Outlines of the Globe/' 

The lofs of an amiable daughter^ in the year 
1794, had fo great an efFed upon his mind, that 
he was never able perfe^ly to recover it. In April 
enfuin^ he had the misfortune to fnap the patelU 
of his knee in defcending a flight of ftep«. This 
accident confined him long to his room, but he 
recovered from it in a wonderful manner^ 

Towards the latter end of the year 1796 he bega» 
to be affeded by the pulmonary complaint, which 
at length terminated his life. His mental faculties^ ,: 
however, ftill continued in a great meal^e un- 
impjdred till the month of Odober 179&, wSen 
his diforder began to wear a ferious afpe^ He 
was from this time confined to his bed, and on the 
ihcteemh of December clofed his eidftence without 
a groan, Confcious of -approaching diflblution, he 
met the ftroke with the utmoft compofure and re-^ 
fignation. 

thiiS 
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Thus was fociety deprived of one of its mofl: 
^Qdvcj and one of its mod vilttable members. — Of 
the induftiy and talents of Mr. Pennant^ his ele£tion 
as member of various literary inftitutions, both at 
home and ibroad, bear fatisfadory evidence : 

Antiquarian Society^ i • • • fjov. 1754. 

Royal Society at Upfal, - . - Feb. 1757. 

Royal Society of London, . . - Feb. 1 76^* 

Royal Academy at Drdntheim, - - Mar. 17^9. 

L.I«.D» at Oxford, • • • « May 177c. 

Sodetas Phyfiographica, Lund. - • June 1783^ 
American Fhflofophical Socl^y at Philadelphia^ April 1 79 1 . 

koyal Academy of Sciences at Stockholm^ May 1784. 

Royal Society at Edinburgh, Hon, Mem. Jan. 1785. 

Society of Antiquanes at Perth, Hdn. Mem. Dec. 1785. 
Linnean Society of London, Hon. Menu 

In tke wridngs of Mr* Pennant, we are not t6 
look for any of thofe brilliant effufions of genius 
that mark the pen of fome of the modern haturalifls 
imd travellers* But if he did not poiTefs their fire^ 
he had the . more valuable requifites of tmtamifhed 
jprinciple, and a ferupulous adherence to truth* Per«> 
feverance, indufhy^ and coiTe£biers, are their leading 
thara£lexiftics. His reading was extenfive, pardcu« 
larly in the zoological branches of natural hiftdry,* 
He poflefled a retentive memory, and a confiderable 
I'aliidity of compofition, his works being geneially 
printed, with little or no corre&ion, as they flowed 
£rom the pexu 

f 4 .As 
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As t& hkr frbfSitt cha^^er;' He mm xhIi^ious 
^ ^^^ukUout lMgQti7i, anS,'fraini pdbdqDfes tHe moft pure 
tihd ffifmCertifted, firmly attaidiM to: the eftablHh^d 
xhurch^. He was: a BbesAdy ^rbscsir ii» our excellent 
conftkmrpJi^ ajid Wibetif:the'£pirft erf deBonocia^y with 
which the mania of a neighbouring country ap- 
peared defiro'us of ovel^helmin^ our kfngdom, was 
fpreading. abroad, he refilled its lejprts with all his 

' - inight. In times of fcarcity he fn^teidally aUeyii|ted 
the di^dfes of the neighbouring poor by tlie im- 
portation of grain. If he had foibles, lettheH^be 
buried in his grave, and let the firft who is without, 
draw them thence to his difpraife,. To fmjiup^he 
general character of. M^r. Pewant i;a, jfe>ir 'v^j^s, 
he was a man., of updghit, xtaudui^t and the niod 
unfhaken integrity, uniting to a good head that 
vahiable counterpart fo cften wanting, in excellent 

. heart* ' . ,. . 

.;..., Vale OF Clwyh* . 

Aboiit' two miles from St. Afaph, I entered tlie 
c'elebrated vale of Clwyd *, and, favoureJi liy Jt 
charmingly ferene morning, the Whole fcene, from 
*thrfide_of the hill, appeared to the greateft idyan* 
tkge. Towards the fouth ftood Denbigh, with th^ 
Shattered remains of its caftle crbwriirig tjie furnmit 
bf a rocky deep in the middle 6f the vale; afid bn 

• Called By the Wdfii Dyffryn Civvy d, fhe\P^ bf^thl 

"^^ - A the 
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the north, clad in its fober hue, I obferved the 
caftle of Rhyddlan. The intervening fpace was 
enlivened with meadows, woods, cottages, herds, 
and flocks fcattered in every pleafing dire£lio% 
whilft the whole was bounded by the fea and the 
dark retiriijig mountains. ThiS^ from the^extent^f 
pifture, is not ^ fcene fitted for the pencil^, thourfi 
its numerous beauties muft attraft the attention ^ 
every lover of nature. When we enter a jrugge4 
mountainous fceue, where the fhelving fides fcar^]^ 
afford foil for vegetation, and where the whole 
ch;ara6ier is that of favage grandeui?, we are ftruclf 
with aftonifhment and awe; but, whein nature 
prefents us with a fcene like this, which feems to 
abound in health, fertility, and happinels^ ^veyjf 
^lerye vibra-tes to the heart the pleafure we recdvoi 
Here the pencil fails : 

I admire-^ 
None more admires — the painter's magic.ikill* 
Who iliews me that which I (hall never fee. 
Conveys a diilant country Into mine. 
And throws Italian light on £ngli(h walls : 
But iinitat4v>e (Irokes xian do no more 
Than pleafe the eye— fwcet Nature ev*ry fenfe. 
The.arrfalubrious of her lofty hills. 
The cheering fragrance of tier dewy vales. 
Arid mufic of her Woods, — no works of nrno 
May ritral tWc j, diey «U "befpeak a pow'r 
't*cc Jiac, and cxcjufively i4<r own, * f : 



-St. 
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. / St. Asapk; 

After enj6ying this lovely fcerie for fome time/ 
1 defcerided into the vale, crbffed the bridge over 
the little fiver Clwyd, and foon after arrived at- 
8t. Afaph, 61*, as it is called by the Wellh, Llaii 
ElwjT, tii^e dhurch of Ehvy^ a name obtained from 
ife fituatioft ort the bank of the river Elwy, whic^ 
tuns along the weft fide of the place. It. 
fconfifis of little more than a fihgle ftfeet, the 
Iroilfes pretty uniformly built, up the fide 6f a hilh 
It ha^ i, cathedral and pariAi church ; and, as i 
dty, IS, except otie 6r two, the moft iiifigftificarit 
in the kingdofn. The eathedral, fliough fmall, i^ 
j>lain and neat. The epifcbpal palace is a large 
atfd CdilVenient building, under the grounds bjf 
which the Elwy runs. The deanery is on th6 
oppofite fide of the river, and ftands due weft of 
flie cathedral. 

tiisTORY OF T.Hfi Cathedral. 

Cyndeym Garthwys, or Kentigern, the fon of 
Owain ap Urien Reged, was bifliop of Glafgow 
^md primate of Scotland^ but was driven thence by 
the perfecutions of one of the Scottiih princes. 
He ned into Wales, where he was taken into 
the protedtion of Cadwallon, uncle to Maelgwn 
Gwynedd, prince of North Wales, who afligned 
to him Llan Elwy as a place of refidence. Here^ 

about 
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about the year 560, he founded an epifcopal felt 
and monaftery, and became himfelf the firft bifliop; 
On the death of his perfecutor he was recalled into 
Scotland, but firft nominated his difciple Ala or 
Afaph, his fucceffor, from whom both the church 
and place received their names. In the time dF 
Afa, the number of monks were |iii|e hundred aiwl 
fixty*five J of thefe three hundred wefe labpurerfe (in 
the fields, three hundred fervants about the mo* 
naftery, and the reft were religious- Aia died 
abQut^t|jp year 596, and was interred in the cdthe^ 
dral. ■ ' I I. ' i. c': 

In the difturbandes during the time of the 
Normans, fuch devaftations appear to have been 
been committed in thefe parts, that the fee re^ 
mained long unoccupied* Towards the nuddle of 
the twelfth century, however, we find that a 
Ixftiop Gilbert was confecrated to it. Galfiid 
Arthur, or Geoffry of Monmouth, was his fuc-. 
ceffor *♦ 

About the fedt M47^ in the wat-s betwixt 
Henry IIL and the Wdfh, the bifliops both of 
St* Afaph and Bangor were driven from their 
fees j and became indebted to voluntary contributions 
for fubfiftencef. In fomewhat more than thirty 
jr^rs after this period, the cathedral was confumed 
by fire^ and two years were occupied in rebiiildiflg 

* CoUedanea Curio&i vol< u p. 262. Matt, Weflxn. p. 41. 
t Matt. Paris. 641. 
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St*. Ift f fe fclefv'al, Ed^^^rd I.^ ik tl&e requeft of 
farflicf^ Aiilaftj petitioned the Pope to permit him to 
rembv^* th^ fte fe Rhyddlan, as a pface from whofe 
ferfificatioft^ it would be protefted a^inft the fur^ 
itf the Welfhj tvhitft in iis late fituation it had been 
^pofed t<S all iheir attacks. He, at the fafhe time^ 
iS^e an' offet b(^ of ground for the church, 
find a thobfe^d marks toS)v^arfs the expences of 
building ftfi The defi^, hoWever, appears 16 
fea'^fe b^ fru(bt^d either by the Ae^th of the Pope, 
oi^ ^ eihgkatTon of the archbiihop of C^il^e^Bfiry 
to rebuild the cathedral on its former lite. The 
rodf ind Upper parts^ with the bifhop's p'ala'ce and 
esaon^ ho^s, Were again deftroyed by dwfeh 
Oiyndwr iti ^4^4 j aiid they remained in ruin^ foi* 
t^wfcrds of ftv^lity y^rs, w'hen they were rebuilt 
by bifllo^ Reditt^n J. 

Uuirhig the prk^orfliip of Oliver Cforfii^'elli 
Ae poft-mafter of St. Af2q^h, S^ho had attifcliett 
himfelf to the puritanical party, occupied the'pdac^i 
itk whi&h he kept feis dffic^. Hfe ufed tfe font 
beloi^iiig^ to i\ik (^ialhedi'at a^ a trfeugh for watering 
his horfes, aifd, by w^ of vehdhg' his fpleeiii ofl' 
th& eftabliffefd clergy, he tied up his cdt^s in the 
b>flbop*s throne. 

^ The diocefe of St. Afaph com^fehfends near!/ 
4)i FlintftSrej 0eDbigfifhtre, and Montgbmeryfliiri, 



* WilbYsSt. A^ph,>. 45; 

t Rymcr's Faedera, vol 11. p. 45, 

X Tanner. 
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befides three hundreds in Meripnpthfhirp, and ^ 
fijnall part of Shrppfhire. The ni^xnlpers of the 
chapter are the dean, ar<:hdeacoA^ (who. 13 thj9 
bifliop,) fix prebendarie$, a^d feven canons ^and, 
befides thefe, there are belon^g ,to the churclj 
four vicars chonJ, four l^y-clerk^ or fin^g BpteR, 
four chor^ers^ and an organift. 

The following ari^ mortuaries th^^r w^e formerly 
due to the bifhop on the deceafe of every beneficed 
clergyman within bis dK)cefe. TJiey were on the 
interference of bifliqp Fleetwood fet afide by^ft 
of parliament, an^ the living of IjTorthop w^ an^- 
ne^^ed tp the biljiopric in^heif ftead. -r 

H>8 Wft g^iiit^t hor&i or I^'s waiftcont.^ : t 

mar^. . Hii bat and;<»p. * * 

His beft gowq. Hi§ fajqhip^ 

His b^ft clo^k, His t>e(l book. 

His beft coat, jerkin, doublet. His furplice. 

and breeches. lik purfc and girdle. 

HJf,b9fc or mi^jthp ftpckipgu Hfa ksDiSs^andrglaTcs. 

0ic^8,aod garters. His fign^^, or ring of ^g^ 

Not many years ago a mark on a black ftone m 
the pavement of the ftreet, about the middle oif the^ 
hill between the two churches,* ufed to be pointed 
out to ftrangers as the print of St* Afaph*s hqrfe- 
fhoe, when he leaped with him from Onan-hafla. 
which is about two miles oE This, however, 
obferves Mr. Grofe, who relates the^ftgry, -feems 

to 
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to have been a miracle performed rather by the 
horfe than by the faint^^ to whom alone it is afcribed, 
pnlefs the keeping of his feat at fo gr^at a leap 
may be deemed fuch. What was the occafipn of thi^ 
extraordinary leap we are not told ; whether only 
to fhew the agility of his horfe, or to efcape the 
aflaults of the foul fiend, who, in jhofe days, topl^ 
unaccount?ible liberties even \vith faints *• 

Vale of Clwyd. 

The tower of the cathedral commands a moft 
cxtfenfive profpeft of the vale of Clwyd, in every 
direction ; and \t 15 almoft the only fitqation that 
I could find for feeing it to advantage. The river 
Clwyd, from which the vale takes its name^ i^ 
^diminutive (Iream th^t meanders along its bottom) 
fcarcely three yards over in the wideft p^ It$ 
banks are low, and ^er fudden rains it is fubjeft 
to the moil dreadful overflowings, the torrent at 
thefe times, frequently fweeping along with it evei^ 
fhe very foil of the land it paffe^ pyer^ Froin 
this circumftance it is that much of the land neap 
i^ banks is let at very low rents, This vale 
^ pqrh^ps the mod e^tenfive pf jmy iq tl^e king-; 
doin» \>^^g near twentyrfo^ir miles in length, 
and ^bqut feyen in width} containing the thre^ 
ccmfiderable towns pf St, Afaph, Denbigh, and 
ltut:hin } and though it i^ impoiffible ^o exhibit 

^ Grofe's Antiquitlet, vol. vii. p. 43. 

a more 
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a tnpre beautiful fcoie of fertility, yet, from its 
great width and its yrdnt of water, I belieYe 
the p^ter will prefer to it many of the deep 
^nd pi^urefqiid |;lens ^ Caernarypni}iire and Me? 
^nedifhire^ 
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CHAP. V. 

Excursion fw>m St. Asaph to Rhvddlan, 

Fievf of Si._ J/aph. — Rhyddlan,-— Edward /.^Statute of Rhydd- 
lan^-^Morfa Rhyddtan.^^Rhyddlan Caftle*—*^ Friary* — Port.'^ 
D'tfenh.—D'tferth Cqfih.-^Piantj.^Siamber Wen.—jintcdote of 
Sir Robert Pounderrtng, 

From St. Afaph I wanderqd along the vale three 
miles, towards the village of Rhyddlan, or the 
Red ShorCj fo called from tlie colour of its lite. 
The country all the way wjrs interefting. At the 
diftance of about a mile J looked back upon the 
little city I had left. It^ fingle ftreet occupied the 
Hope of the hill, at the Jop of which ftood the cathe* 
dral ; and the intemiingled trees and houfes, with 
the turbulent river Elwy flowing at the bottom, un- 
der a majeftic bridge of five arches, grouped toge* 
ther into an extremely beautiful fcene, 

Rhyddlan 
Lies in a flat, on the eafl:em bank of the river 
Clwyd^ about two miles from its influx into the fea, 
' This is here a little extended in width, fo as, at high 
water, to admit of fmall flat veflels riding up, as 
ikr as the bridge. Although Rhyddlan is now a 
a very 
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vety Infigmficant village, it was formerly a place of 
tonfiderable magnitude and importance; but no 
traces whatever of thefe are left except in the ruins 
of its caftle*. Edward I. annexed to it the privi* 
ieges of a free borough^ to facilitate an intercourfe 
Ibetwixt the Welfli and Englifh, for the purpofe of 
allaying the rooted enmity and the unhappy jealoufies 
that had for centuries rent the two countries f. In 
411 'his proceedings our monarch exhibited ftrong 
features of policy. He had been early taught that 
whfen ftratagem would fupply the place of men and 
treafure, it Was at leaft wife, if not alv;^ays juft, to 
adopt it. Hence originated likewife the ftatute of 
Rhyddlan, and hence was his infant fon proclaimed 
prince of Wales. This ftatute, which was pzSed 
in a parliament aiTembled here in the year 1283, 
contains a fet of regulations for the government oif 
Wales ; it alfo recites many curious particulars re- 
httive to the Welfti cuftoms previous to Edward*^ 
conqueft, againft which it was in a great meafure 
direfted. His impofing upon them his fon who 
had, not long before, been bom at Caernarvon, for 
a prince, is an inftance of craft which we are fur- 
prifed to obferve in fo great a monarch as Edward. 
He affembled the Welfli barons and chief men, and 
informed them that in cohfeqUence of their long* 

♦ ** Non procul a tnari Rudlatia* in Tegenia, olim tnagrms 
utbsy nunc exiguU) vicu& fitudtur/' Lhtiyd Coxnnient. Brit. $6» 

f Carte, vol. ii p. 196. 

o exprefled 
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«xpreflecf defire to have a prince, a native of theiJf 
own country, he had at length determined to indulge 
them, in nominating one whofe whole life had beea 
hitherto irreproachable, and who could not even fpeak 
a word of Englilh*. Little did they think, when 
exprefling their acclamations of joy and unbounded 
promifes of obedience, that the prince he was 
about to inveft, who was fo immaculate, had fcarcely 
been born twelve moixths, and was at leafl able to 
fpeak as much Englifli as Welfh. The fcheme in 
a great meafure fucceeded ; and, aided by the 
ftrength heat that time had obtained in thecountry^ 
and the additional forces that he brought into it from 
England, he totally fubdued this warlike people. 
^' I confefs, however,'^ fays Mr. Vaughan, of 
Hengwrt near Dolgelle, " we have reafon to blefs 
God for his mercy to us,, in our happy eftablifhment 
under one monarch. We may well fay we were 
conquered to our gain, and undone to our ad- 
vantage." 

MoRFA Rhydblak. 

Betwixt the village and the fea is a large marfh, 
called Morfa Rhyddlan, the Marjb cf Rhyddlan, 
%vhere, in the year 795^ a dreadful battle wa^ 
fought betwixt the Welfh people under their leader 
Caradoc, and the Saxon forces headed by OfFa 
king of Merda* The Welfh were routed, and th^ 
commander was ilain. The Saxon prince, in the 

* Stowe's Annals, 203. 

heat 
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heat of his revenge^ cruelly ordered all the men and 
children of the enemy tl&t fell into his hands to 
be maflacred, the women alone efcaping their 
fury*. IThis tragical event is fuppofed to have been 
recorded by a poem, written fliortly afterward«# 
copies of which are now extant* The plaintiye air 
called Morfa Rhyddlan, as we are told by fome, 
had its origin about the fame period j but, from 'M 
conftruftion, infinitely too artificial for thofe dark 
agesi it is eafy to difcem that it muft be attributed 
lo a much more recent date t* 

Rhyddlan CastL£. 

The caftle is of red flone, nearly fquare^ and has 
fix towers, two at each of two oppolite comers, and 
only one at each of the others. One of thefe was 
called the King^s^ Tower^ Tw y Brenin. It had 
a double ditch on the north, and a ftrong wall and 
fofs all round. In this wall a tower called Twr 
y Silod is yet ftandingv The principal entrance 
appears to have been at the north-weft angle, be-^ 
twixt two round towers: the two oppofite to thefe 
are much fhattered, but the remainder ^are tolerably 
entire* 

• PoweU 20. Matt. Paris, 9^76. 

f Sec this air amongft the fpccImcftH of Wclfh muflc in th< 
fecond Tolume^ 



• a His* 
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History of Rhyddi^an Castle. 

Thetq h fome SSerefnce of opinion as to the 
pariod at which tfcfls caftle was firft ereSed. Two 
celebrated h^ftoiaans, Powel and Camden, attri- 
bute it, and apparently mth juftice, to Llewelyn ap 
9itfylt, wha reigned in Wales at the commence* 
Hient of the clevent^i centuryi, and wl^p, they ia« 
Sorm us, made it the place of his reficfence *• 

In 1063, three years before William the Con- 
queror came to the thrpne, Rhyddlan cafUe was in 
the poffeffion of Griffith ap Llewelyn, prince of 
North Wales. It waa in that year attacked and 
buiiTit by Harold, the fon of Godwm ea^l pfKent (af- 
terwards king of England), in retaliatioil for fome 
depredations committed \)y the Welih on the Eng- 
lifli borders, TTie prince was apprized of his dan- 
ger b,vit the moment before the Engliflj tx:oop$ pre- 
sented themfelves at the gates. He had only on^ 
mode of efcape, which,, however, he immediately 
adopted : he fled, with a few of his attendants, to 
oiie of the veflels at that time in, the harbour, and, 
favoumi by a fair wind, fortunately for himfelf got 
ofFin&fetyt. 

The W«lfh ibon rebuilt this their barrier fortrefs, 
which appears to have been of no fmall importance 
to them, in the excnrfions npon their neighbours, 

• Ann. Poveli Gir. Cambr. Itln. lib. 11. ch. x. p. 873.. 
Gough's Camd. v. 11. p. 588. 
f Matt. Wcftm. 429. 

' - afFord- 
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affordiilg them ^ re&g^, whenever they were driveii 
back^ or had th^ inisfortune to be worfted in com- 
bat. But in 1098 it appeaf^ to have been wrefted 
from them by Robert, fairfiamed from the event 
de Rhyddlan^ the nephew* and lietiieHfatit to Hugft^ 
earl of Ghfefter. Gonfi<iefable additions w^e ndW 
made to it, aiid thid hero wad ftationed m it \^itb^ 
fulBei^t force to overawe the Welfh, dnd repel 
any attacks they might make*. While fituated 
here, Griffith aji Cyftaft, J)riiice of Wates^ earnefttf 
. imreaned for aid againft foAie foes by whom he had 
been aflfeiled, and Robert afforded him every afe 
liftafice in bis poilver j but, on fome qnsLrrel that afv 
te^waards took place, GriifEth attacked him in thei 
caHhj burnt part of the buildings, and flew a great 
number of his men i. 

It was repaired and fortified by Henry II. who: 
gStVe it to Hugh Beauchamp;. but in 11 69, whilft 
Henry was engaged in foreign aiFairs, it was at- 
tacked by Owen GwyAedd, and his brother Cadi^ 
Waladi<, affifted by Ryfe ap Griffith, and", after twc> 
months* btockade, was furrendered to thfem J. The^ 
Englifh recovered it J and^ about 12 14, in^thereign^ 
of King John, it was again attacked and taken by 
the Welfli, under their prince Llewelyn ap lor* 

* Grough's Camd v*ol. h p. 58^^. 

t Han« Grufiidd ab^ Cynari, m the- Atch«olog)r of Walct^ 
vol. ii, 

i Matt. Paris, 81. Powcl, 208. 224. Lyttleton'g Henry II. 
vol. ii. 49J. 

G 3 werth* 
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werth. It IS mentioned as beihg the laft fottrefs 
which John fceld in this country, the Wellh having 
now entirely driven him out*. 

Towards the latter end of Ae reign of Richard I. 
Ranulph BlundevUle earl of Chefter, being fur- 
prifed by 'the Welfh army whilft in this caftle^ 
fent. exprefs to his conftable of Chefter, Roger 
Lacy, to haften to his relief with the beft forces he 
could colled. It .was on Midfummer*s day, and 
there hstppened to be a fair at Cheftear. Rgger^ 
therefore, immediately got together a mobof fidlers^ ^ 
players, and other idle fellows, and marched 
with them towards Rhyddlan. The Wellh, with 
Llewelyn at their head, obferving at a diftance an 
immenfe crowd, concluded it to be the Englifli 
army ; they therefore immediately raifed the fiege,. 
and fled with precipitation. A3 a recompence for 
this fignal piece of fervice, the earl granted to I^acy 
and his heirs the government over all the people of. 
the above motley defcription in the' county of 
Ghefter. This was afterwards, in part, 'afligned by, 
the fon of Lacy to Hugh Dutton, hi§ fteward, and 
his heirs, by the following deed : 

*' Sciant prsefentes et fiitun, quod >go, Joliannca conflabu- 
<f ladus.Ccftriae, dcdi et conccffi, ct hac prefenti mca chaita 
«* confirmavi Hugoni dc Dutton et hacredibus fuis, magiflra* 
*' turn omnium leccatorum • et mer^tficuiii tptius Cefterfhiriae,, 
<J, ficDt liberiuB flJun* magiftratund tenpo dp comitc. SaWo 
«* jure mco, mihi et haeredibus mcis," 

• Powel, 270. .Wynne, 237. 

This 
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This inftrument is without a date, but it appears 
to have been given fome time about the year 1220. 
By virtue of this, the heirs of Hugh Button claimed, 
in the reign of Henry VIL an annual payment of 
four-pence from every female of a certain defcription 
who exercifed her profeflion within the precinfts of 
the county of Chefler. They alfo claimed that 
all the minftrels of the county fhould appear before 
them, or their ftewards, yearly, at the feaft of St* 
John the Baptift, and prefent to them four flaggons 
of wine and a lance ; and that every minftrei fhould 
alfo pay four-pence halfpenny as a licence to excr- 
cife his calling*. This anniverfary and cuftom was 
obferved fo lately as the year 1758, when it appears 
to have been firfl difcontinued. On this feftival 
the minftrels always went in proceflion to di^ane 
fervice in St. John's Church in Chefter, which 
many perfons* now living recoUeft. 

The Welfh, after the furrender to them of Rhydd* 
Ian caftle, in the reign of king John, appear to 
have had poflefliqn of it many years. The firft 
notice that occurs of it afterwards is in the reign of 
Edward L, when, on the refufal of Llewelyn ap 
Griffith to do homage to Edward, our monarch, 
at the head of a confiderable army, marched into 

* Leccator !n the old law Latin iignified a riotous and de« 
baiiched perfon. 

f Dugdale's Baronage, vol. ii p. 101. Blount's Tenures by 
B^ckwjth, 300. Burn's Jufticc, tide Vagram^ 

G 4 Wales, 
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Wales, and, amongft other$, tpo^ this caftle, com* 
pelUng the prince to come to tenns. He the^ 
fortified it, and placed in it a ftronig garrifon^* 
tlewelyn, knowing from experience pf how much 
confequence this place was, and how dangerous to 
his intereft while in the hands of an enemy, made^ 
in the year 1281, in conjunfKon with hk brother 
pavid, a moft vigorous attack upon it, which, 
however, proved unfuccefsfiil y for, on the approach 
of the Englifh army, they were under the neceffity 
of retiring to their faflnefles amongft the mountains 
of Caemarvonfhire t- 

Not long after this it was taken by ^yfe ap, 
Maelgwn, and Griffith ap Meredith ap Owen J, but 
it fliould feem, they were foon compelled to aban- 
don it, for in 1283, Edward held a parfiament at 
Rhyddlan, and appears to have himfelf refided for 
a while in the caftle. 

After the death of Llewelyn, who was flain near 
l^uelk in Radnorfhire, David was taken prifpner 
by the Englifh army, and, with his wife and twa 
fens, confined in this caftle, from whence he was 
cpnveyed to Shrewft)ury, and executed for high 
treafon §. 

* Matt. Weft. 370. Tho. Walfmgham, 6. Holinfhcd, vol. iu 
p. 278— 279. Powel, 334. 

t Walfingliam, 9. Holinfhed, vol. 11. 280. — Matt. Weftm. 
p. 370, fays, that they took, and afterwards demolifhed it, 
which could not pofiibly have been the cafe. ^ 

X Grofc. § Walfingham, 12. Holinfhed, vol.ii. p. 282. 

In 
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In 1399 in w^ felz^d \^y the earl of Northum* 
berland, previous to the depofition of Richard IL, 
who dined here/ in company with the earl, in his 
way to Flint, where he was treacheroufly delivered 
yito the power of his rival Bolingbroke *. 

In the civil wars Rhyddlan caflle was garrifoned 
for the king, but was furrendered to general 
IMytton in July 1646, and in the December follow- 
ing was ordered by the parliament to be difmantledf^ 
It is at prefent the property of the crown. 

Black Friary, 

Not far from the caftle was a houfe of Blslck 
Friars, founded fome time before 1268 ; fox in thai 
year Anian, who is related to have been pripr of 
the houfe, was created bifhop. of St. Afaph. I^ 
fu6Fered greatly in thfe wars betwdxt Edward and 
Llewelyn, but recovered, and fubfifted till the dif- 
folution. It does not appear in the valuations 
either of Dugdale or Speed J. I did not remark 
when I was here, whether any part of the building 
was remaining. 

From the portj (about two miles from the vil- 
lage,) where the river Clwyd difcharges itfelf 
into the fea, confiderable quantities of corn ani 

* Stowe, 3^1. _ f Whltclock, 217 — 231. 

I Tanner. — Brown "Willis fays It was reported that there 
was an abbey here, the rdigious of which were of a military 
order. 

timber. 
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timber, the produce of the vale and neighbourhood, 
are annually exported. 

DiSERTH. 

• The village of Diferth is about two miles and 
a half eaft of Rhyddlan. The church (lands in, 
a romantic bottom, and is finely over/haded with 
feveral large yew trees that grow around it. In 
the churchyard are many very Angular tomb- 
ftones; two in particular attracted my attention, 
they were not, as ufual, altar-fhaped, but had each 
a femicircular ftone on the top. They were of 
ancient date, and belonged to a family of the 
name of Hughes* Here was alfo "a curious and 
much ornamented old pillar, of whofe ufe I could 
form no conception. 

DisERTH Castle*. 

The caftle ftands on the fummit of a high limo 
ftone rock, at the diftance of about half a mile 
from the village. Its prefent remains are very 
trifling, confifting of nothing more than a few 
ihattered fragments. Froiji hence there is a fine 
profpedl of part of the vale of Clwyd, 

Diferth caftle, which was formerly a Briti/h 
poft, the laft of the chain on the Chvydian hills, 

* The word Diferth fccms to be derived from the Wel/h 
dj', very, and Jerthy ilccp, from the elevated flttiation of ita 
caftle. 

had^ 
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had, amongil others^ the name of Caftell y Gra^, 
The Cajik vfthe Rock. The time of its foundatiou 
is not Jyipwn. It was fortified by Henry III, about 
the year 1241*; and appears to have been the 
property of the earls of Chefter. In the thirty- 
firft of Henry IIL on the extindion of this family,, 
it became annexed to the crown ; and about twenty 
years afterwards, was 4eftroyed, along with the 
caftle of Digauwy, near Ccmwy, by Llewelyn ap 

GriffiAt- 

On the caftle-hill I colle£ted fome fine fpeci- 
mens of Veronica Spicata^ a plant that I had. never 
before met with: its blue fpikes appeared very 
beautiful, milled with the delicate flowers of 
Geranium fanguineum^ or fometimes with the bril* 
fiant yellow pf the Cijltis heliamhemum^ which 
abounds on thir dry calcareous foil. Ci/his Marifo^ 
lius was nearly In equal plenty with its relative ; and 
Thali6trum mifius^ Conyza fquarrofa^ atld Cardimi 
marianus^ with fome other plants not fo rare, were 
the principal of my difcoveries here, 

' Sir Robert Pounderling. 

In a field fomewhat fouth of this place, I 
obferved a nunous building, whidi,* on inquiry, 

• Powd, 307. 

f Dugdale's Baronage, vol. 1. p. 48, Matt. Paris, 851. 
Matt. Weftjn. 316. Powd, 326, ^ 

I found 
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I fomid was called l^amber Wen, the Whit^ 
HalL This was the manfion of Sir Robert Poun* 
derling, a vaKant knight, who was m:my yeto5 
conftable of the caftle. This illuftrious bero^ we 
are told, was fo celebrated for his prowefe, that,^ 
aaiongft other challenges, he received one at a 
tournament in this country from /a Welfliman^ 
who in the combat ftruck out one oi \m eyes. 
Being afterwards at the Engliih court, be wa» 
requefted to challenge him in return, but he 
wifely fiiewed that he had prudence as wdl as 
valour, by declining a iecond combat, aUeging as 
bis excufe, that he had na dellre to have the 
Welflunan knock out his oth«r eye *. 

From this place I retraced my road through- 
Ehyddlan to St.* Alaph^: from, whetwre the ntyit 
momi^ I made my eicUrfion to- Itenbigh. — ^ 
1 ma& remark, for the benefit of thofe who 
&II0W me, that in the latter part of this day*s 
ramble from Rhyddlan to Diferdi^ I received> 
Ettle amufement, except in my botanical purfuits. 
Ndther the AdUagfi nor the caftle <rf piferth aflFord 
ipy thing very deferving of attention. 

^ Leland's- Ituu vd, yL p. %i. 
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RmJ OHct Ft^ws, — To'ivn of Denbigh — Denbigh CqflU. — M9icof 

Jhrming the ft^^lk^-JTim FUw.^IRjory iif Denbigh Cajte,-^ 

Churchyard* s Defcripthn of its ancient State^ — Old Tavm.- — Prr» 

alleges, — White Friary* — Whitchurch • — Memoranda of Hum' 

^rey Llwyd, — Vieiv of DcnUgb from the Eq/l. 

Hen BIG H now appeare, thy turne is next, 

1 need no glofs, nor fhade to fet thee out : 
~For if my pen d(Je foflow phyneft text. 

And prffe right way, and goc rtothing ahout, 
Thoi^ifluil^ be kjiowne, as worthic wdl tlwu art, 
Tfhc nobl^ift.foyle that i&it any. part; 
iVnd for thy feate, and <;aftle do conapar^, 
' With any one of Wales, what'ere they are. 

So ixfSj honeft Clmrchyard ia a poetical acr 
comnt of '^ the Wbrthiiies -of Jf\fales/* -t^ 
aboiA the Doiddle- of the fixtoenth/ Genturjr, ^^ 
Deabigh was accounted a .jilace; of^confideirabk 
TOp<irftmc8^ and wjien. Jtei \4al&-and calUe wej^e 
entire, 

I was mucfer difappointed in the walk from St. 
Afa{4lt to Denbigh* From reniarking ia the maps 
that it lay en^ly along the vale of Chvyd, I had 

expeded 
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expefted many elegant and varied profpefts. The 
road, however, lies fo low, and the vale is fo wide, 
and fo much interfered with lofty hedge-rows, that 
it was only in two or three places that I had 
any interefting profpcft whatever. A woody dell, 
watered by the river EVy, and ornamented with 
a gentleman's feat or two, pleafingly fituated amongft 
the trees on its rifing bank, afforded a pi£lurefque 
fcene on the right of the road, about three miles 
from St. Afaph. 

Denbigh *. 

The town of Denbigh was hidden by low inter- 
vening itiountains, till I had arrived within a mile 
of it. It is fituated on a rock, whofe fummit is 
crowned by the fine ruins of its caftle, nearly in 
the middle of the vale of Clt^d. All the ftreets, 
except one, are very irregular, and the houfes 
are in general ill built. I wandered alone to the 
caftle, but, from the great number of turnings in 
the narrow ftreets,. experienced fome difficulty^ in 
reaching it, although I had it in :view nearly the 
.whole .time.— ^A late touriil (Mr;-Skrine) has re* 
juarked, that Denbigh, from ita filuation, has beeii 
thought to refemhle Edinbuiigh.- Bae though fome 

* Denbigh was formerly called Cq/lell Kkd nuryn yn Rhos, 
ovy the Craggy Hill in JR.boi: Rhds bemg the? ancient nanrvc of 
tlie trad in which it is fituated. D/w^^^/J, the pfefcntWelfti 
appellat>i«n, fignifi^s a fmall Kill, which* this^s, wWh ^coniparetl 
ipvith tic adjacent nloutitjMiis, . iP|tfjranfi, y. y^l^ ' j \ .a .\ . . J 

flight 
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flight traces of fimilarity may be found, he is of 
opinion that the boldnefs of the pofition of Edin- 
burgh, and the grandeur of its furrounding objeSs,: 
far furpafe every thing here. 

Denbigh Castle. 

The entrance into, the caftle is through a hrge; 
Gothic arch, which wa$^ fom;ierJly flanked by two 
odagonal towers, both now in ruins. In an orna- 
ipental niche over the arch, is a figure of its founder 
Henry de Lacy; and oyer another gate, that for- 
merly Hood on the left of thjs, there was aUb a 
flatue of his wife, Margaret,; the- djiughter of, 
William Longfpec, earl of SaUfburyv This caftle: 
has once been a moft extenfive building ; and from 
the ftrength and thicknefs of its walls, it appears 
to have been impregnable, except by artillery or 
famine. — ^The breaches in the walls (pbferves Mr. 
Grofe) plainly fliew how they were^conftruded. 
Two walls, occupying the extremities, of the in- 
tended thicknefs, were firft built in the ordinary 
manner, with a vacuity betwixt them, into which 
was poured a mixture of hot portar and rough ' 
ftones of all fizes, which, on cooling, confoiidated 
into a mafs as hard as ftone. This kind of building 
was called grouting* r 

. The parifii church of Denlagh i& Whitchurch, 
about a mile diftant; but there is a chapel of eafe 
within the walls of the caftle, a building which was 
formerly ufed as the chapel to the garrifon. At 

4. -a litde ' 
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a little diftanc6 from thfe there is alfo part of th^ 
body of a church begun by Robert Dudley, earl of 
Leicefteir^ in 1579. Elizabfeth granted to this noble- 
man the caftle and lordfhip of Denbigh. But 
having incurred the hatred of the inhabitants by his 
tyrannical and oppreffive condud, he chofe to leave 
it in k^ prefeiit urffinirtied ftate. 

From the walls of the caftle I had a fine vieW of 
sdl the country for msftiy mile^ round. From hence 
tlie vale, in all its paftoral beauty, is difplayed before 
the eye. The banks of the li¥!le river are plea- 
fingly decorated j a^ld the bounding mountains finely 
conti^ft their naked bari^en fides with th6 (Jelightful 
(bene of fel^tility between'thetfi. 

History of Denbigh Castle. 

After' the death of Llewelyn, the laft prince of 
Wales, Edward I. granted the lordfhip of Denbigh 
tb Henry de Lacy, earl of Lincoln, who began 
the' caflle, and fortified the town with a flrong 
wall. But before the caflle Was completed, his 
fon, by fome accident, was thrown into the well, 
and killed. ' This misfortuhe had fuch an effeft on 
the earl, that he had not refolution to finifh what 
be had begun; and Leland fays the interior never' 
was finifhed *• . ^ 

Before the lordfhip was granted to Lacy, it had 
been the property of David, the brother of Llewelyn. 

* Lehiid*8 Itincr. v. .j6. — 58. Scd a^ 5to.w^*^ ^^""^.^'» 
p/?03; and Speed's Maps> ch. KJi. foL 11 9V 

Thefe 
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Irhefe two princes had quarrelled ; and their difpute 
was of fo violent a nature^ that Da^ad was com- 
pelled to feek proteftion from the Englifti court. 
Edward, influenced doubtlefs by political motives, 
received him with open arms, and, in recompence 
for property that^ he had loft in Anglefea, gave 
him this lordfliip, with lands to the value of a 
thoufand marks a year. Afterwards, David and 
Llewelyn became again friends, and united all their 
power againft the Englifh yoke. The latter was 
killed in one of the battles with the Englifh foldiers, 
on which David' immediately fummoned the.Welfh 
to appear in parliament at Denbigh^ Not long 
after this event he was taken prifoner^ and executed 
for high treafon *. 

Lacy, who had received the lordfhip of Denbigh, 
on the death of David,, granted to the inhabitants 
many privileges which, they had not before enjoyed. 
One of thefe w^s the liberty of taking and killing 
all kinds of wild beafts on the lordfhip, except 
within certain diftricls and parks referved for his 
own amufement t* ' . . 

After the des^thof this earf, the cafUe and lord* 
Ihip devolve^: by marriage with his daughter, upon 
Thomas, earl of Lancafter. On his attainder they 
wex^ ;given by Edward II. to Hugh D'Efpencer* 

• Tho. Walfmgham, p» 7. Holinfhcd, ii. a 79. Hen. dc 

Knj^ghtoi^ y-f 4^5* , 

t Pennant, Ii. 37. 'from the authority of Sir John Scbright'i 

MSS. 
: tt This 
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This perfon proved a moft pppreffive fuperior, and 
abridged the inhabitahts of moft of the priviiegecr 
grafted to them by the former o^vner*. When 
D'Efpencer was executed, they again efcheated to 
the crown, and' were given by Edward HI. t& 
Roger Mortimer, earl of Match, in exchange for 
lands to the value of a thonhnd pounds fer annum^ 
But his attainder and execUtJoh enabled the king^ 
not long afterwards, to graiit theni to Sir WilUam 
Montacute, whom he created earl of Salifbury,. 
Tliis earl feems to have be^ the fifft owner ol* 
Denbigh fince the founder of its tikie^ who had' 
not been arraigned for high tr^oft;: be was, how-- 
^er, a' moll zealous and aftive adherent -to the 
ftate. He died in 1333; and on the fubfequent 
peverfal of the attainder of the earl of March, die 
iordfliip and caftle of Deftbigh were reftored toth^' 
family^ By the marriage of Ann^ the fifter to the 
laft earl of March, with Ricfetrd Pfantagenet, earF 
of Cambridge, they came into the houfe of York, 
and thence to the crown !• " 

King Edward IV., while duke of Torfcj was be^ 
fieged in Denbigh caftte by the arrtly of Henry Vl. ; 
and the king declared it hi^ intention, if Edward 
was taken, to give him hia life, but, on conditioij 
©ftiy that he flK)uld forever banilh hinosfelf from the 

• Penrrtint, ». 37. 

f Dugdale*s Baranage, I. 145. 147, 148. 15 r. '64^ "^47. isjoiT 
Gibfoa'j Camdco, p. 6bo. * i:.^u:- \ 

realm. 
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tt^m *. He howevei' efcaped.— Fof that fervices, 
in taking this caftle from the Yorkifts, Henry 
granted to Jafper, earl of Pembroke, and the duke 
of Bedford^ a thoufand marks, to be paid out of 
the lordfliips of Denbigh and Radnor f. 

In 1563 queen Elizabeth beftowed the caftld 
tad lordfliip on her favourite Robert Dudley, earl 
of Leicefter, who raifed the rents 'from two to niii^ 
hundred pounds a year,^ and arbitrarily indofed 
much of the common lands% An infurredion wa^ 
the confequaice, and two of the principal infurgents 
ware hanged at Shrewfbury* The difputes arofe to 
fo alarming an height, that it at length became 
neceffary to requeft the interference of the queen, 
Who, by granting them a charter, confirmed to the 
tenants the quiet poffeflion of their land&-— A neW 
caufe of difturbance arofe, iti the reign of WiU 
Ham ni., from the vaft grant that had been made 
to the earl of Portland : the people were, however, 
huihed by the fatne means that had been adopted 
in the former reign*— The caftle and lordfliip belong 
at prefent to the crown: they are fuperintended by 
a fteward appointed by the King |. 

* Lel^d*^ Itiil. t. jX. The words are : •' King Edward IV. 
was befkged ifi Detibigh caftclle, and ther it Waft padid betwene 
ling Hen ffs men add hym (fclf) that he (hould with life departc 
the reaiiime never to returne. If they had taken king Edward 
there, debellatum fuiflet." 

t Dogdalc'i BarDiiage, u. ^41, % Fcnnant, li. 3?, 

K % After 
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After the retreat of Charles L from Cheftef iH 
iSeptember 1645, ^^ came to Denbigh caftle^ and 
the tower in which he had apartments ftill retains 
the name of the King's Tower. The caftle con- 
tinued till the following year in the hands of the 
royalifts, colonel William Salilbury being the go- 
vernor J and, in the month of July it was befieged 
by a party of the parliament's forces under the 
command of general Mytton. Three months, how. 
ever, elapfed before the garrifon would furrender *. 
— Aft^ the reftoration of Charles II., it is faid to 
have been blown up with gunpowder, and thus 
rendered altogether untenable by the forces of an 
eiiemy. 

The befl: defcription extant of the ancient ftate 
of Denbigh and , its caftle is to be found in the 
unaidomed lines of Churchyard. Pe vifited this 
place about the middle of the fixteenth century; 
his account, therefore, with all it$ quaintnefs and 
inelegance, is both valuable and curiouSi. 

The caftle ftands on top of rockc moft bye/ 
, A mightie craggc, as hard as flint or ftecl : 
A maflie mount, whofe ftones fo deepe doe lye^ 
That no tievice may well the bottom fccle. 
The rodb^udefcends beneath the auncient towne^ 
About the which a ftately wall goes downe, 
With buyldings great, and pofterns to the fame^ 
That goes through rockci to give it greater fame. 

• Whitclock, a 16. 226. 

A ftrength 
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A (Ircngth of (late, ten tymcs as ftrong as fayre, 
Yet fayre and fine, with double wallcs full thicke. 
Like terras trim to take the open ayre, 
Made of freeftone, and not of burned bricke : 
'No building there, but fuch as man might fay, 
The worke thereof would lail till judgement day. 

The feate fo fure, not fubjed to a Mil, 
Nor yet to myne, nor force of cannon blaft : 
Withhi that houfe may people walke at will, 
And (land full fafe, till daunger all be pafl. 
If cannon roar'd, or barkt againft the wall. 
Friends may there fay, a figge for enemies all. 
Kve men within may kecpe out numbers greate, 
(In furious fort) that (hall approach that feate. 

Who ftands on rocke, and looks right down alone^ 
Shall thinke belowe, a man is but a child : 
I fought my felfe from top to fling a ftonc 
With full mayne force, and yet I was bcguyld. 
If fuch a height the might ie rocke be then, 
Ne force, nor Height, nor dout attempt of mati^ 
Can win the fort, if houfe be furniOit throw, ^ 
The truth whereof let world be witnclfe now. 

It is great payne from foote of rocke to cltmbe ^ 

To caftlc wall, and it ia greater toylc 

On rock tago, yea any (Icp fometym^ 

Uprightly yet, without a falle or foyle. 

And as this feate and caflle (Irongly (lands 

Paft winning fure, with engine fword or hands ; 

S0 lookes it o'er the country' farre or ncefe, 

And (hincs like torch, and lanteme of the (heere^ 

Wherefore Denbigh thou bear'd away the praifc* 
pi^nbigh hath got the garland of our daie^ ; 

H } Denbigh 
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Denb^h reapcs fame anH laud a thpu(and waic9» 
Denbigh my pen into the clouds fhall raife. 
The caftle there, could I in order drawe. 
It ftiould furmount now, all that ere I fawe. 

With refpeft to the town of Denbigh, Leiand 
informs us that there had been many ftreets 
ivithin the walls, but that in his time (befwe the 
middle of the fixteenth century) thefe were nearly 
all demolifhed, the number of houfeholders within 
the walls fcarcely thai exceeding eighty. This 
decay is fuppofed to have arifen from the joint 
inconvemences of the want of water, and the fteep 
fituation of the old town. It became gradually 
abandoned till at length it was wholly deferted, 
and a new town, much more convenieut, was 
formed aboixt the bottom of the rock,— The town 
walls, like thofe of the caftle, appear to have had 
great ftrength. There were only twa gates, the 
Exchequer and the Burgefs's Gate. In the former 
(which was on the weft fide) the lord's courts 
were holden ; and in the other (which was on the 
north) the burgeffes held their courts. Befides 
thefe the walls had only four towers *. 

Tliis place was endowed with the privileges of a 
free borough by King Richard IL Queen Elizabeth 
formed here a body corporate, confifting of two 
aldennen, two bailiffs, two coroners, and twenty- 
five capital burgeffes, a recorder, and inferior officers. 
It returns one member to parliament !• 

* Leiand'a Itin. ▼. 56. f Pennant> ii. 45. 

White 
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White Fi^iarY. 

At the eaft end of the town there was formerly 
a houfe of Carmelite, or white friars, dedicated to 
St* Mary. This isfaid by fome hiftorians to 
have been foimded by John Salifbury, who died in 
1289; but, according to others, it was the work 
of John de Sanifmore, towards the dofe of the 
fourteenth century *j 

Whiubmrcb^ the parifli church to Denbigh, and 
about a mile diftant, is a white-wafhed ftrufture 
of no very elegant appearance. It is chiefly 
celebrated firom containing the remains of fir 
Richard Middleton, governor of Denbigh cattle, 
under Edward VL, Mary, and Elizabeth, who in 
1576 i and cdF 

Humphrey Llwyd, 

The antiquary, to whofe memory there is a mural 
monument, containing a figure of himfelf in the 
attitude of prayen This perfon was a native of 
Denbigh, and a ftudent of Brafon-nofe college, 
Oxford. He adopted the profeffion of phyfic, and 
became family phyfician in the houfe of the laft 
Fitzalan, earl of Arundel, the chancellor of the 
univerfity. He reprefented his native place in 
parliament, and died there in the forty-firft year 

• Tanner, 

H 4 of 
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of his age. He compiled a map of England for 
his fiiqnd Ortelius, to whom he dedicated his 
*• Commentariohcm Britannia i^* and his epiftle " De 
Mond Druidum infuldy antiquitati fua rejiitutd.*^ 
He left in manufcript, among various othqr trads, 
a Welfh Chronicle from king Cadwaladr, and a 
Hiftory of Cambria. He colleded many curious 
books for lord Lumley, (whofe fifter he married),* 
which form at this time a valuable part in the 
library of the Britilh Mufeum. His great grandfon^ 
the reverend Robert Lloyd, contended, but with- 
out efFeft, for the barony of Lumley. This latter 
perfon was redor of St. PauPs Covent Garden *. 

The approach' to Denbigh from Whitchurch i8 
much more auguft and grand than from any other 
fide. The caftle, from this road, is feen finely 
fituated on the fummit of its* rock, which being 
nearly perpendicular, afibrds one a good idea of 
the ancient ftrength of the place, From hence,, 
alfo, the accompanying fcenery appeai;s more open 
and varied than from any other part pf the imme* 
diate neighbourhood of the town. 

♦ Yorkc*3 Royal Tribes, p. 117. 
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CHAP. VIL 
St. Asaph to Conwy. 

Abergehy.^^Llandulas. — Penmaen RhSs.— River Ctmtvy. — F^ny. 
Impojtiiont praBifed tbere.'^Pear! Fi/hery, — Town of C(AvwjJ 
— CaJiU —Hlflory of the Cajic. — Church. — Ahhfy.-^Plh 
Maw r,-- Ancient Privileges. 

My Tiext,ftage was Conwy. The road now be- 
came fomewhat more hilly, but it was hard and. 
good, and the furrounding comitry, for the. mod 
part very pleafant. After pafling Abergeley, the 
conflux of the concealed water ^ a fmall village about 
feven miles from St. Alaph, I had the fea on the- 
right, and a range of low rocks on the left of the 
road. From the bottoms of the rocks, for many 
miles, meadows and corn-fields extended, floping 
nearly to the water's edge. — ^Beyond Llandulas, 
The Dark Village^ the road winds round a huge 
limeftone rock, called Penmaen Rhos. 

It is fuppofed^ to have been in fome of the deep 
bottoms of this neighbourhood, that king Richard II. 
was fui^rized by a band of armed ruffians, fecreted 
there by the earl of Northumberland, for the pur- 
pofe of forcing him into the hands of Bolingbroke, 
who was waiting the event at Flint. 

I had 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Io6 ST. ASAPH TO CONWY. 

I had wandered, for fome time leifureljT along this 
road, my eyes fixed upon the ground in fearch of 
plants, when fuddenly raifing my head, I was afto- 
niflied with the magnificence of the landfcape tefore 
me. The fine old town of Conwy, with its gloomy 
walls and towers, and its majeftic, turretted caftle, 
appeared with the wide river in front, and backed 
by rifing, wooded, and meadowy grounds, and be* 
yond thefe by the vaft mountains of Caernarvon- 
fliire. 

RivxR Conwy AND Ferry. 

The river Conwy* runs on this, the eaft fide 
cf the town. It is here about half a mile acrofs, 
and at prefent pafled by nxeans of ferry-boats. 
Befides the inconveniences naturally attending fo 
wide a (tream, in a place fubjed: to all the variaticms 
produced by the flowing and ebbing of tides that 
run fometimes very high, - moft of the travellers 
who have croffed here (except the paffengers in 
the mail-coach, who, by order of the poft-oflice, 
have a boat always waiting for them), know what 
it is to experience the wilful delays, and the grofs 
and bare-faced impofitions of the ferry-men. The 
charges ought to be a fenny for every perfon on. 
foot, except with refpeft to thofe who come in the 
public coaches or in poft chaifes, who are required, 
though from what principle I cannot learn, to pay 
» Jhilling each ; two-pence for a man and horfe, and 

• The Conovius of Antoninus. 

' 4 half. 
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half-a-crown a wheel for gentlemen's carriages. 
Inftead of the latter fare, I have myfelf known them 
with the moft impudent affurance poffible, charge 
half-a-guiuea for ferrying over a gig, and after 
receiving that, importune in addition for liquor. 
The ferry is the property of Thomas Williams, Efq. 
of Llanidan in Anglefea, the member for Great 
Marlow *, and is regulated by Mr, Hughes of Marl, 
a place about three quarters of a mile from the 
ferry-houfe. The latter perfon I met with more 
than once during the time I was in Caemarvonfhire : 
he informed me the lares were as above, with what 
the travellers pleajed to give the men bejides\ and 
that they were paid feven {hillings a week each 
from him, but were entitled to what they could get in 
addition. Thus definite are the terms on which 
thefe ferrymen are fuppofed to obtain fubfiftence* 
But they are not contented with merely rifldng 
the generofity of the traveller, they make him aii 
extra charge, and take the rifk for what they can 
get beyond that, for they very feldom fail to beg 
fomething, .as they term it, " for themfelves." 
Thefe impofitions, however, unpleafant as they may 
be, are trifling inconveniences to thofe fuffered from 
their wilful and needlefs delays. In the fined 
weather, when they have had no excufes to allege 
from boifterous winds or rough water, perfons 
have frequently waited for them feveral hours, and 
indeed inftances have occijrred of fuch being under 

* Mr. WiUiams is dead fince this work was fcnt to the preft. 

the 
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the neceflity of remaining at the ferry-houfe a Ivhole 
night in confequence merely of their, negled. I 
have more than once experienced both their im- 
pofitions and delays , myfelf, and am acquainted 
U'ith feveral gentlemen who have fufFcred infinitely 
itiore from them than I ever did. It is however 
in contemplation to ereO: a bridge acrofs the ftream, 
which, on account of tlie narrownefs of the channel 
at low water, is fuppofed to be perfedly pradicable, 
when all thefe inconveniences will at once be ob- 
viated*. 

Pearl-Fishery. 

This river was celebrated in former times as a 
pearl-fiflieiy ; and pearls have been found here at 
different intervals ever fince the Roman qonqueft. 
It was to obtain thefe that Suetonius alleges as one 
of the principal motives for his inv^fion of our 
>ifland ; but there is reafon to fuppofe that he was 
in a great' meafure difappointed in his hopes, both 
with refped to their fize and quantity. The fliell 
in which they are found is called the Pearl Mufcle, 
and is the Mya margaritifera oi Linnaeus !• It is 

• From informaticM that I have received fiiice this part of 
the work was written, it is to. b? feared that the public will for 
forrte years longer be difappointed in ihis advantage. 

f GtN. Char. Shell bivalve, gaping at one end. Hinge 
with a broad thick tooth, not let into the oppofite valve, 

SpiiC. Char. Shape oval, bending inononefid^. Shell thick, 
tpakc, and heavy. Tooth of the hinge fo^oolh and conicaK 
Length 5 or 6 inches : bicadik about a J. 

peculiar 
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peculiar to ftoney and rapid rivers, burying itfelf 
•with its open end downwards in the fand ; but it is 
not often found here at prefent. The pearl is a 
calculus,- or morbid concretion, fuppofed to be pro- 
duced by fome difeafe, and is at times found even 
in the common oyfter and mufcb. It is fometimes 
within the body of the animal, and fometimes on the 
infide of tlje ftiell ; and one mufcle frequently con- 
tains more than a fingle pearl. The fhells that 
bear the beft pearls are not fmooth and equal like 
the reft, but are crooked and wrinkled; and the 
larger the pearls are, the greater is their deformity. 
Linnaeus informed Mr. Pennant that he had dif- 
covered the art of caiifing the pearls to form : 
however refiifed to communicate it, and it is fuppofed 
to have died with him.: When there are pearls in 
the Ihell, the animalsj on being fqueezetl, will cjeft 
them, and they even fometimes fpontaneoufly <aft 
them on the ftnd of the river. It is reported ii* 
the country that fir Richard -Wynne of Gwydir 
prefented the queen of Charles 11, \\4th a pearl froit> 
the river Conwy, which was. afterwai'ds placed in 
the regal crown. About tw.enty-five years ago 
the late Sir Robert Vaughan went to court with 
a button and loop in his hat fe|_witti pearls from 
the Conwy. An Irifh pearl is mentioned by fir 
Robert Redding in the Philofophical Tranfaftions^ 
as weighing thirty-fix carrats, and valued at forty- 
pounds. The prefent lady Newborough has a good 
coileclioa of the Conwy pearls, and llie purchafes^ 
■ ^ . - .. ,■...,.;: -r-t. ^ ^alt 
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all the bed that are now to be found.— The fifli 
of the pearl mufcle is not eaten, being extremely bad 
tod unpalatable. 

Conwy* 

Is, though fomewhat gloomy from the antiquity 
of many of its buildings, a moft beautiful and pic- 
turefque town. Its walls, which are founded for 
the moft part on the folid rock, and in many places 
above twelve feet in thicknefs, are nearly entire. 
The houfes are irregular, but by no means bad. 

The Castle 

Stands upon a rock, two fides of which are waflied 
by the river. Its archite£lure and fituation are 
truly grand. The heap of rubbifh at prefent re* 
maining in the river nearly oppofite to the end of 
the caftle, is the relic of a tower, which terminated 
a curtain coming from that angle of the town-wall y 
and at the other end there was a fimilar one, which 
}ias been long deftroyed. The ufe of thefe was 
to prevaat the approach of an enemy fi-om the 
water fo near the caftle as to become dangerous^ 
i^efides thefe, the caftle was alfo defended by eight 

* It has beco coi^cdured by fome writers that the prefes^ 
Conwy was the Conovium of the Romans. This, however, 
• feems to be withont fufficient foundationi for It appears clearly 
proved that th« prefent Caef HuRy on the fame fide of the riter, 
i^ttt five miles higher up^ was the fite of Conovlum. See as 
account of this place in the eafuing chapter. 

large 
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krge circular towers, from each of which formerly 
iflued a iknder turret of ufe as a watch-tower : of 
the htter only four are remaining. The extmor 
walls s^re of the fame thicknefs as thofe round the 
town. Thefe, as well as the towers, except one 
en the fouth fide of the caftle, are in appearance 
tolerably entire- The lower part of that, however, 
from the ftones having been taken away from the 
foundation, has fallen down the rock. The upper 
part remains ftill fufpended at a vaft height above, 
and exhibits in the breach, obferves Mr. Pennant, 
** fuch vaft ftrength of walling, as might have 
given to the architefl the moft reafonable hope 
that his work would have endured to the end of 
time." 

The chief entrance into the caftle is at the north- 
w^ft eiki, formerly over a deep trench and draw- 
bridge. 

The hall is the moft remarkable part of the 
building now left, and has once been a magnificent 
apartment. It is a hundred and thirty feet long, 
about thjurty broad, and upwards of twenty in: 
height* The ceiling was fupported by eight flat 
gothic arches. It was lighted by fix narrow win- 
dows towards the river, and three much larger and 
more ornamented toward the coult. It appears to^ 
have hsui cellars under the fouth fide and at the 
eaft end, the roof of which has long been deftroyed^ 
Only four of die arches above the hall are left^ 
and frott\ thefe auid the walk the ivy hangs in the 

greateft 
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greateft luxuriance. Vegetation feems to be goin^ 
on in all parts ; and the feathered tribe are the only 
prefent tenants,. /whofe fcreams, when difturbed by 
the 'abrupt entrance of the traveller, add greatly to 
the defolation of the fcene. . 

The two towers at the end of the caftle oppofite 
to the great gate, are called, one the King^Sy and 
the other the Queen^s Toiverj from Edward I. and 
his coniprt Eleanor, who had apartments in than 
appropriated to themfelves. Thofe of the former 
are altogether plain ; but in the room on the fecond 
ftory of the latter, there is an elegant gothic niche 
of confiderable fize in the wall. This i^ formed 
by fix arches croffing each other, and in the feceffes 
betwixt the pillars which fupport thefe have once 
been feats. In the three middle receffes, which 
command a profped of the river, are the remains- 
of three fmall gothic windows. This is fuppofed 
to have been what was ^anciently called the Orklj 
and to have contained the queen^s toilet. In the 
front of the towers is a court, from whence probably 
the royal pair, when at this caftle, ufed to admire 
together the numerous beauties of the fujrounifing, 
country. 

Edward L, after his conqueft of the Welfli, \^itli 
bis queen and great part of the Englifh nobility^ 
J^ent a Chriftmas at Conwy caftle in all th^ joyous' 
feftivity that a luxurious court could boaft. The 
hall, crowded "^ith warrior knight^ and d^tmffel?,; 
^k)ed the rude flderriment of feudal days. ..Thft 

cup 
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Cup pailed quickly round, and tales of feats of 
arms, of ilaughtered foes, and flrange adrentures^ 
ferved to beguile the time. Here were they pro* 
teded in the very heart of an eneifiy's country^ 
fallen indeed, but flill poWerfUL From hence 
Vrere iffued the edifts of the foVereign againft 
this ftubbom people.— ^But how defolate nowlhe 
fcene of fhattered walls and grafe-grown towerSy 
of the broken arch and tangling ivy !— 

What now avails that o^cr the vaftal plain. 
His rights and rich demesnes extended >fridc. 

That honour and her -knights composed hU traiQ^ f 
And chivalry flood raarfhatU'd by his fide. 

Though to the clouds his caftle feem'd to dimU 
And frown*d defiance on the defperate foe \ 

Though deem'd invincible, the conqueror Time 
Levelled the fabric at the founder low. 

Yet the hoar tyrant, though not movM t6 fparc, 
Relented when he ftruck its finifli'd pride. 

And partly the rude ravage to repair. 

The tottering towers with twifted ivy tied* 

History of Conwy CasTle* 

Edward I. erected this caftle in the year 1285, 
and at the fame time built the Walls of the towli, 
and repaired feveral of his other caftles in Wales. 
Thefe were principally to guard againft the ih-^ 
furredions of the Welih imder Llewelyn, which 
for fome years brfore had been very freqtient. 
The fituation fully eviiiced the judgment of its^ 

I founder. 
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fbundcr, bavlng a compile command ^f the i^v^r^ 
and- by it^ vidnity to the itrong piK& of Paunaen 
Mawr^ enaHmg the king's troops to occupy it on^ 
1^ lead cdnunotion^ alnd thus cut off all coihxmi-> 
fikatifinirom the Interior of the tuount^uns *• 
: I am fomewhat at a lofs in atteihpting to dif** 
coVfery whether it was this caftle, or that of Digan* 
Vy^ tbtee miles to the north of it^ on the oppofite 
fide of the river, whidi had fOTmerly thd name 
Snowdon cajile. Leland faysf? " The cajlel of 
Snowdon is ofteiitymes put by a commen word for 
Comwyi^ but feveral circumftances have occurred 
which induct me rather to fuppofe that this was 
not the cafe. Notwithftanding this aflertion, I am 
inclined to conjefture that it was iDiganwy caftle. 
that had this name \. 

In one inftance Edward found himfelf very un- 
pleafantly fituated here* He, with a few of his 
m^n, had preceded the body of his army, and 
eroffed the river, foon after whkh the fide flowed 
in, and pretfettted his men frotn follov^ing* The 
Welfh in the mountains receiving uitelKgence of 

* Matt. Weftna. 57T. Kolkifhed, voL n. p. oto. 

f CoUea. de Reb. Britr, vol. 1. p.47if 

I^rDolbadarn caftle^ near Llanberis^ bemg feated ma nacow; 
pats In the very heart of the mountaniSy iQigMy witli greater 
iJ^rfetjr th^ either of thefe^ hafve Wd tlrt: dcOOltafnatteli rf 
^mbii^ c^^ b^t tlie oldEngrtb wntef^frolti lU^oid^ttfitjr, 
bai |)robaWy ncwr fceafd of k j tHeirlaMci^^bnf, «t/kHft, !*» 
iwt point k out. : . 
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thls^ defcended upon the caftle in a body, and 
made a furious attack upon him and his h^dful of 
men within^ Deftitute of every kind of provifion, 
except a little honey and water, they were reduced 
to great diftf efs : but, by the ftrength of the walls^ 
and their own aftivit^ and bravery, they were 
enabled to hold oiit till- the water again retired, 
and the reft of the army came over to their re- 
lief*. 

In the year 1399, kichard II., on his return 
from Ireland, having landed in Wales, heard that 
the duke of Lancafter had prepared againft him 
immenfe forces : fearing the weaknefs of his own 
army, he therefore^ in company with a few friends, 
ftole in the night to Conwy caftle. Here he hoped 
to temain fecure till fomething effeftual could be 
refolved upon; but his hope was vain^ for the 
infinuating treachery of Northumberland drew him 
immediately into the very fnaire that he had fo 
much dreaded, and which in the end coft him his 
trown and life t* 

During fhe reign of Richard IIL this place ap- 
pears to have been ganifoned with only twenty- 
four foldiers {. 

In the civil wars it was repaired and fortified 
for Charles L by Dr. John Williams, jarchbi&op of 

^ Hen. 4e Knygbton, df ^^^ot- Aagl. p. 1471. 

f Stow, 322. 

t Cottpn. MSS. in tbe ^ritifh Mufeum; 1^%, g. I 

1 2 York; 
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York, at the king's exprefs requeft. He faitlifully 
promifed, that when this was done^ it (hould remain 
in the immediate pofleflion of the archbiftiop, or 
of any one whom he chofe to appoint, till the 
money expended was repaid. When it was finifhed, 
the prelate committed it to the care of his nephew 
William Hookes; and at the requeft of feveral 
gentleman of the country, they received into their 
cuftody, writings, plate, and valuables to a great 
amount: for tliefe, the archbifhop gave to each 
owner a receipt, rendering himfelf liable to account 
for their lofs. Some time afterwards he joined the- 
king at Oxford, who gave him a frefh charge to 
take care of all North Wales, but in particular of 
Conwy caftfe. In May 1645, ^kbout a year after- 
wards. Sir John Owen, a colonel, in the king's 
fervioe, obtained of prince Rupert a commifGon 
j^pointing him governor of the caftle. By virtue 
of this he furprifed and took it, difpoffeffing the 
^chbifliop, nptwithftanding the folemn engagement 
of the king to the contrary ; and refufed to give any 
lecurity for the valuables within. The prejate ap- 
plied to the court, but in vain, for redrefe ; and 
being perfuaded by general Mytton, he quitted that 
party, and went over to the fide of the parliament. 
He now fortified his own houfe,' which was not faR 
djiftant, and Mytton fupplied him with forces to 
garrifon it. " The governor,'* fays Ruftiworth,, 
*' upon notice of fuch his revolt, fent out a party 
from Conway to befiege him m his houfe ; but, he 

fending 
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feliding to colonel Mytton for affiftance^ ft*p?irty. 
Wiis . difpatched thither to interpofe for and help, 
him ; andtheiarchbifliop became aftive on that fide 
in perfon, fo that he received a wound on tjie .fidd 
of his neck before Conway, but not dangerous, 
Mytton, being drawn before that town, his grace 
the archbifliop aflifted at a council of war on, the 
^th of Auguft, where it was refolved to ftorm the 
town, which was accordingly attempted, and with 
fome lofs accomplifhed ; and fome days after, the 
caftle furrendered ; as did alfo Flint caflle, and alj 
other places in Wales*/* — ^Mytton, with relent- 
lefs antipathy to the Irilh, ordered all who wer^ 
feized within the walls to be tied back to back, and 
flung into the river f. — ^For his late fervicee?, the 
parliament granted to the archbifhop a genersJ 
pardon, and in addition a releafe from all his fe^ 
queftrations. 

After the refloration, the fortrefs was granted 
by the king to Edward earl of Conwy, who, in 
1665, ordered all the iron, timber, and lead, to be 
taken down and tranfported to Ireland, under the 
pretence that it was to be ufed there in his majefty's 
fervice. Several principal gentlemen of the coun- 
try oppofed the defign, but their ' remonftrances 
were over-ruled, and this noble pile was reduced 
nearly to its prefent condition. — -It is at this tim^ 

• Rufhworth, part iv. vol. 1. p, 297. 
•}• WiiTulock, pp. 219. 228, 

13 held 
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held from the erovm at an annual rent of fix 
flullings and eight pence, and a difli of fifti to 
Lord Hertford as often ^ he |paflfe§ dirough the 
town** 

The Church, 

Said t6 have been the conventual church beibnging 
to the monafterjr, is an inelegaht ftruQttre, bearing 
marks ^f considerable antiquity. Thet^ Ai'e within 
ft a few modem monutiients to the memory of 
difierent branches of the Wynne la!ttti!y, foritoeriy 
cif this place. AmoUg other infcriptidmis-, I found 
bne r^cordihg an inffi?ince of fecundity fomewhat 
uncommoh. It was on a pfeifti ftorie over the body 
of Nicholas Hookes, of Conwy, geh^ihan, who 
Was interred heire in the yeai- 1*637. He is in lius 
laffefted to h^Y*e been the Ibrty-firft chi|d of his father^ 
?md himfelf the father of twenty-feven children.— ;• 
The iJthes of this church are at prefent vefted 
in ^hrte traftees for the benefit of l5ie poor 
of ^oii^, jL.landudno, Eglwys jLhos, and Llan 
IdAih, 

CoNWY AB^EY. 

, The remains of the Ciftertian abbey fpuh^leiil 
Wre by prince Llewelyn ap lorweftli in 1185, are 
at prefent very few^ It was endowed by its founder 

♦ Pennant, vol. ii* p. 3 19. and Appendix to th? fame volume, 
p. 478. Grofe, vol. vH. p. 1?, 
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with many privates >-*the mofdos were ^xeatpi 
from mauita&img for t^ prince any IioHes^ <logSf 
or iuwks ; they had the power of deSiog abbots 
among themfelves, wkhout tfaecontroul or inter- 
ference of any other perfons (wfaatte^^ser ; thejr hid 
the b^tefit of all wrecks on the ihares of dseir 
property (which would not render themlextmocily^ 
anxious to aflFord afliftance, by their influence with 
their neighboured to any veflel in diftrefs) ; and they 
were aJfo free from tolls of every 4^criptiQj|. — 
,In this convent, and that of gtratflur in Qirdigj^j- 
ihjr^ w$3"e kept tlie Welfb hiftorical i^ecords, from 
1 126 till the year/ 1 270, — ^The fouinier was bjuriejl 
in the church of the abbey ; but s^er the^ffolution, 
his coffin wa8 removed io IJaijrwft, a town tweke 
mile$ diftant In the fame churchy A-J5* 12^0, 
was alfo interred Cynw ^p Owen Gwyned4» his 
.bpjiy was indofed in the hahilinjents pf a monk, 
^oly ^rments^ which in thofe fuperftitiQU^ <Jays 
were deemed proof againft jsvery power of Saten,; 
and thus^ as Moret faid of Albertus, ^ he t^rn^ 
monk after he was dead/* — ^Edward I., on building 
the caftle^ aiid ,&rtifying the town^ removed rthe 
religipus pf this qonv^nt to Ma^narfr a pl*«:e about 
ten miles ^ the river, near .^.laarwfl:^ .whj^re hp ;ha,d 
faim4ed ior them another ab>ey, at/h^ fam^.time 
referving to the monks all their former lands and 
• privilegesi He al^ ; allowed them ifee pr^ntatioii 
to fliett* late cdnventual chiirGh at .Oonwy, now 
made parochial^ on condition that they nominated 

14 tVTQ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



126 ST. ASAPH TO COKWY. 

two able and deferving Englifhmen as chaplains, 
and" a third a Welfliman, for the benefit of his 
own countrymen who did not underftand Englilh. 
One of the Englifhmen was to be perpetual vicar ; 
and on every vacancy, the perfon to fill this place 
was to be named by the convent, and prefented by 
the diocefan *. 

PlAS MAWRr 

In the principal ftreet there is a large uncouth 
pile of buildihg called Pl-as Mawr, The Great 
Manjian. This appears to have been erefted fome* 
what more than two centuries ago by Robert 
Wynne, Efq. of Gwydir. In the front of the houfe 
are the letters J. H, S. X. P. S. probably fignify- 
ing, Jefus hominum falvator^ Chriftiani populi falus ; 
and over the gateway a Greek infcription, Avix»> 
airiyje^ bear^ forbear. The apartments, which 
are very numerous, are ornamented in a rude 
ftyle with arms and uncouth figures in ftucco 
worki 

Edward made Conwy a free borough; and the 
mayor for the time being was the conftable of the 
caftle. Amongft other privileges, it poffeflcd one, ' 
^in common with all other fTnglifh garrifons on the 

' • Dtigdale's Monaftic6n> vok i. pp* 9 18. 920, 91 !• Tanner's 
l^ot; If^n. Lclaiul't ColU dtr Rebi Bri(. vt>I. i. p. 103. Powfl, 

, ■■" weft 
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weft fide of the Clwyd, that when ^ any perfon 
committed a cxime within that diftrid^ he ^onld 
not be conyifted but by a jwy empannelled wth* 
mitt 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Excursion from Conwy round the Creiddin* 

Creddin, — Dtganwy, — Teganwy —Taliefiny the Brift/h Bard, — 
Waicb Tower. — Great Orme*s Heady or Llandudno Roch — 
Adventure* there* — Llandudno. — Tradition of Tudno and CjBL 
— Hwylfar Cetrm. — Copper Mine.^Gloddaeih. — Plants. 

Creiddin 18 a commot, or hundred of Caemaiv 
vonfhire, fituated on the fide of the river o[^x^te 
to Conwy, and forming a confiderable pronK>ntory 
into the Irifh fea. It is terminated by aja ex;tenfive 
rock, on many fides very precipitous, of about two 
miles in length, called the Great Orme*s Head. 
This is connefted to the main I?aid, by a neck of 
fine fertile ground, altogether fo flat, that Lelan^ 
fays ** the way to it is over a made caufey, through 
.a marfh often overflown ♦/* Thi? is never die 
cafe at prefent, it is on the contrary fuppofed to be 
amongfl: the fineft corn ^nd meadow land in this 
part of Wales. 

After having examined the town of Conwy, I 
again crofled the river, in company with an in- 
timate friend, to make the tour of this celebrated 

* Leland, Itin. vol. v. p. 49. 

cape. 
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cape. We ftrolled along the (hore, botanizing in 
pur progrefs, for about a mile and a half, till yre 
came to the ruins of the ancient 

JSlOANWY^ 

Or Dinas Gonwy, The Fort on the Conwy ^ at 
prefent called by the common people, though for 
what reafon I cannot learn, T Fardre*. The 
remains are juft enough to lead us to fome judg- 
ment as to the original extent of this caftle. The 
exterior wall inclofed the fummits of two high and 
almoft conical rocks, except on one part, where 
.jhis defence was rendered unneceffary from the 
depth of the precipice. On the two fummits appear 
to have been the principal buildings ; but although 
it has been well guarded from its elevated fituatiott, 
and has been fuccefSvely the habitation of feverd 
of the Welfli princes^ it is impoffible that this caftle 
Ihould have ever been a place of any magnitude. 
The ruins are now ahnoft covered with earth and 
fhrubs, and in different parts of them the young 
botanift may meet with much amufement. Thefe 
rocks are high, and form confpicuous objeds from 
jhe walls of Conwy, From the fummit of the moft 
elevated, we had a good view of the principal parts 
of the promontory : we faw Gloddaeth in its woods 
^t the foQt of a qonfjderable rocky eminence, and 

♦ It is frequently called Gatmoc by the old monkifli writers. 

in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1^4 EXCURSION fROM 

m a different dire£Kon about two miles eaft of us 
the woods of Bodfcalion, and again, fomewhat 
fouth of thefe, 'the woods round Marl. 

Diganwy is fuppofed by fome to have been a 
Roman ftation, the Didum^ where the Nendi Dic- 
tenfes, under the late emperors, had their referve 
guard. In the fixth century it was occupied as a 
place of refidence by Maelgwn Gwj'^nedd, and for 
'two centuries afterwards formed one of the royal 
manfions, till the y^ar 808, when it u^as deftroyed 
by lightning. It was foon rebuilt, and being 
thought a poll of great ftrength and confequence, 
fuffered much in the ftruggles of this country. 
In the year 1246, Henry III. attempted to rebuild 
this caftle, then in a ruinous ftate ; and the Englifh 
army appears for a confiderable length of time to 
have fuffered great diftrefs. A letter, preferved by 
Matthew Paris, from a foldier of fafhion, defcribes 
this in very fpirited terms. '^ We lie here,*' fays 
he, ** watching, praying, fading, and freezing : we 
watch in defence againft the WeMh, who beat up 
our quarters every night ; we pray for a fafe paffage 
home J we faft becaufe we have fcarcely any food' 
left, the halfpenny loaf being raifed to five-pence ; 
and we freeze from the want of warm clothing, 
and haying only linen tents to keep out the cold.'* 
The army was at length fo haraffed, that Henry 
w^s compelled to retreat, heartily weary of his 
fruitlefs attempt. In 1 263, the place was completely 
deftroyed by Llewelyn; and, Conwy caftle being 

erefted 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COKWY ROUND THE CREIDDIN. ^2$ 

erefted not long afterwards, it was thought a need^ 
Ms ta(k to commence a new building here. 

Near the foot of thefe rocks, and clofe upon the 
fhore, is a houfe belonging to Mrs. Williams, built 
fome years ago, probably in a great meafure out of 
the ruins. To this ftrufture the name of Teganwy^ 
or Deganwy, was given to perpetuate that of the 
place. 

Tauesin, the British Bard. 

. During part of the fixth century, Maelgwn 
Gwynedd, prince of North Wales, kept his court 
at Diganwy ; and his brother Gwyddno Garan-hif, 
Gwyddno with the High Crowriy the lord of Cantref 
Gwaelod, a hundred in Merionethftiire, fince over- 
flowed by the fea, refided alfo for fome time in the 
ndghbourhood. The latter had, near his refidence, 
a weir called Gored Wyddno, Gwyddno*s Weir^ 
which is even yet known by the fame name, and 
belongs to fir Thomas Moftyn, as owner of the 
houfe of Bodfcallon. This weir is often mentioned 
in the ancient Britifli writings as the moft produdive 
of any in the country. Hence originated what fome 
of thefe writings have denominated one of the 
thirteen rarities of the ifland of Britain^ Gwyddno'a 
Balket, into which when provifions for only a 
fingle perfon were put, a fufficiency for at lead 
4 hundred would foon afterwards be found in it.- 
This, doubtlefs, alluded to fome kind of veffel that 
each of the men carried to the weir when they went' 
^ to 
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to take up the nets ; and in lieu of the provifions thai 
each carried to eat, they returned M4th their bafket 
or paniar loaded Mith fifh. — Elphin, the fon of* 
Gwyddno, was an extravagant youth, and at one 
time he had fo greatly exhaufted his finances, that 
ke was compelled, as a temporary relief, to afk of his 
father the benefit of the weir for a fingle nights 
The requefl was complied with, but not a fingle fifh 
was caught. A leathern baiket was however taken 
up, which, on examination, was found to contain al 
child.. Thi^ wa^ an unfortunate circumftanee to 
one fo much in want of even a fuccefsful tide^ 
Elphin had, however, the humanity to dired that 
the child fliould be fent to a nurfe, arid he even 
afterwards, (finding the boy to poffefs fplendid 
talents,) diredled that no expence fhould be fpared 
in his education. The . youth, \<fho was called 
Taliefin, was introduced by Elphin at his father's 
court; and his firft ftep towards feme was in re- 
citing there a poem containing the hiftory of his 
life, called Hanfs Taliefin ; and a fecond, addreffed 
to his patron and benefaftor, confoling him on his? 
pail misfortunes, and congratulating him on the 
then flourifhing ftate- of his finances. This con- 
dudes with an exhortation to truft ourfelves to the? 
difpenfations of Providence, and is on the whole a 
fine nK)raI piece. . Taliefin was introduced to the 
prince, Maelgwn^wynedd, who was greatly fiuv 
prissed at his talents, and who himfelf became after-^ 
wards Jus patron* Elphin was invited by Maelgwnt 

t6 
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to* keep ills Ghnftm^ at Digsoiwy, and ibmeidi^tQ 
tu3k£t>itun^d|y tiook {>]ace betwixt th^n, of fo ferious 
a nature 23 to caufe Elphin to be thrown into 
piifim. His attentions to Taliefm were now of the 
utmoft importance to him: the bard addreffed to 
the prince a poem on his patron which excited his . 
comntiferation, and caufed him to iflUe an immedia^? - 
order fOT ElpWn's releafe* — ^TaKefm throughout th« 
whole of his life continned to recdye, £rom all, the 
attritions, the admirations, and the aj^lanfe which - 
his talents juftiy merited ; and after his death he 
was honoured wth the appellation of Tie Prmce (f 
the Bfiujh Bards, From one of 1^ poems k: 
appears tha^ be had an habitation (the nuns of wlucjb 
are iaid to be yet left) on the bank of Llyn 
Geirionedd, in the mountains betwixt Llai»wft and 
Aber ; and by the roadfide, about four miles from 
Aberyftwyth, travellers are (hewn the place where 
he is generally believed to have been interred. 
Some years ago there was difcovered here a kind- 
of tiftvaen, compofed of four ftones, two on the 
fides and one at each end, which has been (ince 
deftroyed, by the proprietor of the ground making 
the ftones into- gate-pofts. This is hpwever fup- 
pofed, by able judges, to be much more ancient 
than the time of Taliefm.— The works of this juftly * 
cele^Jipted bard are very numerous, and raaay 
fpuripus pieces have been impofed on the wprld 
among his productions, fome of them forged by 
the monks, to aufw-er the purpoles. of the church of 

Rome, 
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Rome, and others by the Welfli bards, in the finfe#^ 
of their laft princes^ to fpWt up their countrymen 
t6 refift the Engiilh yoke* Thofe that are known 
to be his own bear marks of the higheft excellence* 
His ^« Beddau Milwyr Ynys Prydain,'* The Tombt 
€f the Warriors of Britairiy is a noble piece of 
antiquity, and will laft while the country and the 
language exift^ All his produftions are extremely 
^fEcult to be underftodd, fo much fo that even 
the beft Welfh fcholars of the prefent day wilt 
eonfefs that they cannot entirely comprehend them- 
If his writings were not fo obfcure^ there are many 
particulars in them which would throw much light 
on the hiftory, the opinions, and the manners of 
the ancient Britons, and particularly on thofe of the 
Druids, much of whofe learning he had himfelf 
imbibed* 

Gil a rock towards the north of Dlganwy we 
obferved a circular watch-tower, of foihe antiquity* 

We now crofled the flat, and under the fouth- 
weft fide of Llandudno rock, pafled the fliell of a 
large manfion that, fome centuries ago, was^ a 
palace belonging to the biihops of Bangor. 

Orme's Head, or Llandudno Rocks. 

From thence we were led by fteep tracks Hlong 

the fteep and flippery fides of the elevated down of 

Llandudno, for about two miles, to the end of the 

pxjmontory. Here th^ rocks were for the mod 

\ part 
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."pztt perfedly perpendicular, of amazing height, 
and extended to a great depth into the fea. It 
'was awful to hear the roaring of the water among 
the hollows below us, while at the feme time we 
could not fed the breakers till we were upon the 
edge of the fteep. The ftench of putrid fifti> the 
remains of thofe with which the fe?irfowl on thefe 
rocks fiipply their young, was almoft insupportable. 
Not contented to go away without feeing every 
thing curious within the bounds of prudence that 
the place aflforded, we each pulled off our boots, 
and crept with the utmoft caution to the very 
verge of the precipice. A flight trip of the foot 
might have fent either of us headlong into a cor- 
vorant's neft, or amongft the fifliermen who were 
employed with their boats below. The view had 
enough of fublimity in it ; 

The crows and choughs that wingM the midway air, 
Shewed fcarce fo grofs as beetles. 

The fea <laftiing in foam againfl: the breakers, the^ 
deep hollows, and rude prominences of the rock^ 
feveral hundred feet below us, were exceedingly 
tremendous. Our unexpeded appearance near 
their nefling places difturbed the birds, and the 
flights of fo many hundreds, at different depths, 
witlj their various harfh and diffonant notes, pro- 
duced together a grand effefl:. This was ccmfider- 
ably heightened by the contraft of the white plu- 
mage of many of them againfl the gloomy fides of 

k the 
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the fteep. The fifhermen, who were almoft imm^-^ 
diately under us, appeared in their little fkifFs, 
diminiflied into children, and it was not without 
iifing our glafFes that \^e could well difeover their 
operations. When the fea-fowl had become fome- 
what familiarized with us, they again quietly fettled 
upon theh* places on the various ledges below,. 
The corvorants were extremely numerous, and we 
obferved unfledged young in feveral of the nefts* 
In order to- rouie them we pelted the old bird^ 
with flones,. but as if confident of our inability to 
injure tHem with thefe feeble weapons, they feemed 
to ridicule our utoioft eSbrts. Though almoft 
clofe upon them, they always avoided our blows by 
a Ihort flight, after which they again returned^ 
apparently unconcerned, to their nefts^ Thefe we 
coifld obferve to be ranged on moft of the ledges 
at diftances of not more than a yard or two from 
each other. The rock in places was rendered 
perfe£kly white with the dung of the birds. The fea. 
fefleded a beautiful green colour, and its furface 
was enlivened by numei'ous flocks of birds fcudding 
along it in fearch of prey, and by their whitenefs 
but juft vifible to us as fpots from above, — ^IVty 
companion, 1 fljuddered with horror while he wa& 
doing it, defcended by means oThis hands and knees 
to a gjreen patch on one of the fteep precipices fome 
yards below. To me he feemed fcarcely to have^ 
footing enbugh to. ftand in fafety, without clinging 
to the rock, and to furnifli me with a more perfe^ 

idea 
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idea of his fittiation, he dropped a ftone from his 
hand immecUately mto the fea* He fixed himfelf 
with his left hand firmly to the rock, and with all 
the force he dared exert, darted a ftone at a 
corvorant that was near him. The eflFort was rafh, 
and he niight have paid dearly for it. With fome 
perfuafion, and not without fome difficulty, he re- 
turned in fafety to the top. — -On thefe rocks, which 
extend entirely along the end of the cape, the 
famphire, Crithmum maritimum^ is found in con- 
fiderable quantity. It is collected by the inhabitants 
jof the adjacent parifhes both for home-ufe and for 
Tale. The procefs, where it is out of immediate 
reach, is too well known to need a defcription 
here. 

Li^ANDUDNO* 

Having fpent upwards of two houirs about the 
rocks, we direfted our courfe towards the little 
church of Llandudno, which is on the north-eaft 
fide of the promontory, and about a mile from the 
end. It ftands alone on an elevated and extenfive 
plain, juft above the fea, in the very feat of defa- 
lation and barrennefs ; expofed to every wind that 
blows, deftitute even of a fingle tree to fhelter or 
proteft it. I could not diftinguifh a hut or cottage 
of any defcription in its neighbourhood. — ^It is de- 
dicated to St. Tudno, who, tradition fays, was ^ 
Romiih reclufe of extreme purity of manners and 
ianftity, that lived and died here. On the very fpo^ 

K a where 
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where fo holy a man had yielded his laft breathy 
it was thought, a fuitable token of refpeO: to ere^ 
a place of worfhip to his memofy. This, therefore^, 
or fome former one fimilar to it, appeared*— Tudnd 
and Cybi the founder of the chtfrch at Holyhead^ 
it is faid'Were intimate frierfds, aAd that they were 
accuftomed to meet once every week near Prieft- 
holme, to join in prayer. The former was called 
the E^hite Tudm from Ms. alwayis going weftward^ 
from the fun, and the other the Tawny Cybi^ 
becaufe his route led hifti always to meet it.— *• 
Kot far from the church are two r6ws of upright 
ftones called Hwylfar Ceirw, The High Road of the 
Deer. Tradition fays of thefe, that if was a path 
by which the deer, which once abounded in iht 
mountains of Caemarvonfhire, ufed to defcend to 
a ^eadow below, long fmce covered by the fea^ 
This explanation is extremely abfurd, and, till fome 
better is founds we muft Keft in ignorance both as 
to their origin and ufe.- 

Near the road betwixt Llandudno and Eglwys 
Rh6s, The Chapel in Rhos^is a copper mine, which, 
though formerly not produdtive, is now worked to 
fome extent. The miners h^re defcend by fliafts-, 
and do not, as in mod of the Welfh mines, enter 
through levels.-^By fome unaccountable negled I 
have miflaid all the particulars that I had^ obtained 
refpefting it. 
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GLOf)DAETH. 

Not far from the mine is this well-known feat 
pf fir Thomas Moftyn, Bart, built by his anceftor 
fir Roger Moftyn in the reign of queen Elizabeth. 
It is fituated on an extenfive flope, covered with 
fnocjern plantations, ajid commanding many de- 
lightful profpefts. The library, which abounds in 
Valuable manufcripts, principally of Welfh literature, 
Jias rendered it very celebrated among the Iqvers 
pf ancient learning. About the grounds are to be 
found, in a native ftate, many plants that are ex- 
^rejnely rqre in otl^er part? pf Great Britain. 

My fuGcefs in the courfe of this day's fhort 
Jumble I m^ft give to the botanical reader, in the 
following extenfive lift of uncommon plants, and 
refer him to the catalogue at ,the end of the wprk 
for their particular habitats. 



Cotyledpn umbilicus. 
THalJdrum mjnus. 
Salvia verbeqsica. 
Anetlmm foeniculum. 
Silene nutans. 
Veronica fpicata. 
Orobancb^ minor, 
^edurn tdephium. 
^cdum anglicum. 
Spiraea filipendu^. 
Rofa fpinofifrima, ^ 
Ciftiis marifolius. 
Ciftus hclianthenyum. 



Convolvulus foldanella. 
Eryngiummaritimum. 
Silcne maritima. 
Arena ria peploide.*!. ^ 
Glaux maritima. 
phelidonium gjauciun^t 
Erodium maritimura. 
Cochlearia officinalis. 
Braffica oleracea. 

moqcnfis. 

Critbmqm maritimum. 
Crataegus aria. 
Liguftrum vulgarc. 



u 
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Cichonum intybus. Geranium fanguineum^ 

Juniperus communis. / ■ columbinum^ 

Rubus fazatilis. Borago officinalis. 

Elymus arenarius. Potencilla vcrna and i 

Plantago maritima. >!SciUa verna^ 3 

coronopus. bodi the latte^ out of flower* 

Pulmonaria maricima. 

From Gloddaeth, without vifiting, on account of 
the latenefs of the evening, either Bodfcallon, an* 
other houfe belonging to fir Thomas Moftyn, or 
Marl, we immediately proceeded -to the ferry, where^ 
after waiting a confiderahle time (fufficiently wearied 
with our excurfion), we at length ftepped into the^ 
ferry-boat, and in about twenty minutes after were 
landed under the walls of old Co;iwy. Jt is need* 
lefs to fay how heartily we eat, and how much we 
enjoyed ourfelves at the harp under the hofpitabld 
roof of our kind hoft Mr. Rous, The remainder of 
the evening paffed fwiftly away, and fatigue, whicl^ 
fweetens repofe, foon led us to our refpe£kive apart^ 
ments for the night 
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Ex€VR$iG^ FROB^ .CoNwy TO Caer Rhun. 

yskp/CpM^, — Caer Rhpn. — The Conowum of the Romans.-^ 

An mferfeS Account of fome modern Dlfcoveriet there. — De* 

proton of 09, utuommonly grand Cat^ra^ in the Mountains beyond 

From Gpnwy I wandered doi^g the road leading 
p> I4aijrwlJ:, for abqat fiye miles, to fee the yillage 
• of Caer Rhjin, The fort of Rhun^ (ap Maelgwn, 
prince of North Wales,) and the lite pi the ancient 
Conoviumj aijd about three miles farther to a 
jremarkably grand cataraft in the mountains on the 
right of the road. 

Having pafled the village of Kyffin, I looked back 
upon the town of Conwy, and faw its black walls 
and towers, \dth . the river flowing beneath them, 
Jhey. clofed the vale, and had the appeai^ance of 
great flbrength and grandeur* 

The Vale of Conwy 

Affords many very intereffing profpeds. It is 
adorned with all the variety that can arife from a 
well wpoded and highly cultivated country, bounded 
by lofty mountains. It is more elegant, from its 

fi 4 being 
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being more varied, and coming more completely 
under the eye than the vale of Clwyd. The 
' river forms, for a few miles, a broad ^nd expanfive 
water, 

Caer Rhun * 

Is a charming little village on the weftem bank 
of the river, and furrounded with wood.— From 
various difcoveries of antiquities in the place and 
neighbourhood, and from other circumftances, there 
is good reafon for fuppofing that this was the fite 
of the Conovium of the jlomans. During the 
fummer of i8oi, cpnfiderable pains were taken to 
inveftigate this ftation by the owner of the ground, 
the Rev. H. D. Griffith, the worthy reftor of 
Llanbeder, who is fince dead, and in whom not 
only his immediate friends, but fociety and litera-. 
ture, have experienced an irretrievable lofs. 

In. the platform, which was on a low mount, and 
formed a parallelogram, meafuring a hundred and 
fifty yards in length, and about a hundred in 
breadth, many apartnients were cleared, fome of 
which appeared, as Mr. Griffith informed me, to 
have been a Roman pottery. He fhewed me fome 
of his few difcoveries, of which I made no memoran- 
dum, as he promifed me a full account of the place, 

* This place is called by Camden and fome other writers 

C r -.! The Old City. This, however, appears to be done 

f o; > . : y, for all the ancient MSS. now extant that mention 

iiic ub.Ovj r.ir^^c it Caer Rhun, 

6 at 
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jstt the conclufion of his laft fummer's refearch, 
which, however, h^- unfortunately did aot live to 
coiuplete. I re.cplle£): only that there were two 
fmall earthen lamps, pn^ of which was very neatly 
conftrufted. Some years previous to this, feveral 
broken v;^es, difhes, and other culinary utenfils of 
earthen ware, though none of them entire, were 
taken up here ; fome of then^ flamped with devices 
of men in armour, others with dogs in chace of the 
ftag ; fome pf them were of a fine fky blue colour, 
others red, and one in particular, the moft perfeft 
of them all, was a fort of hollow difli, with its 
furface beautifully glazed, and of ^ lively red 
colour, bearing the letters patrici very vifibly 
flamped in its centre. Its diameter was about fix. 
inches. ' The mbfl curious piece of antiquity found 
at this time was a brazen fhield of a circular form, 
curioufly emboffed circle within circle, with fmall 
brafs fluds, from the circumference nearly to the 
Centre, where a (harp piece of wrought iron, about 
four inches and a half in length, was fixed. This 
ihield, which was fomewhat more than a foot in 
^diameter, had on its under fide, when difcovered^ 
a covering of leather fluffed with hair. -— Mr* 
Griffith thought there were good grounds to con* 
tradift the generally received opinion, of a bath 
fuid hypocauft having been difcovered here. 
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Cataract. 

From Ae road, i^ear the bridge csdled Pont 
Jporthlwyd^ not <jui)Le eight miles from Gonwy, I 
pbferved, high up the mpuntain on my kft^ ^ 
irat^fall of very ^ontiderable height, called by the 
country people Rhaiadr Mawr, The Great Waterfallf 
\ afcended along a winding path, which, after about 
a quarter of an hour^s walk, conduced me to the 
bed of the river, near the ftation from whence it 
was to be feen to the greateft advantage^ The 
water in the river, which runs from a pool among 
the niountain$ above, called Liyn Eigiau *, from 
late dry weather, was very inconfiderable. The 
fcene, however, was ftill highly pifturefquep From 
the upper part two ftreams, one of them much the 
broadeft, defcended, at fome diftance frpiai each 
pther. The range of rock dowa wMch t^e water 
was thrown was very wide and extremely rude^ 
being formed, in horizontal ledges, into deep cleft^ 

* Mr. EvanSy m his in^p» has not been corre^ in the 
fituations of two or three of the i&oup tain- pools on the weft 
Mie: ef the road leading from Conwy to Llanrwft* Xilya 
Geirioocd^ which he has marked as fupplying t^e river 
^hat runs under Font Porthlwydy is fomewhat fouth of the 
ftation in the map; and Llya CowUdf which I Jhave 
irifited, biit which, as altogether uninterefting^ I fhall hot 
defcribe, is within two miles 6f Capel Curig. Llyn Ergiau 
fupplies the water that forms this cataraft, and flows to\Pont 
Porthiwyd. 

an(|l 
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pad enormous chafms. Around the whole, and oi| 
jhe various lodgments of the rocks, were numerous 
pendant flirubs. The dark fhades of the clefts, 
and the irregular brilliancy of the prominent fea^ 
tures of the fcene, from the reflected n^ys of the 
fun, contrafted again with the foaming of the 
water, were truly grand. The colours of the 
rock, which were every where alfo very dark^ 
were rich and highly varied. The ftreams united 
a little above the middle of the fall : they rufhed 
from thence in foam over the rocks, and from 
the deep fhelvings, in many places the water was 
entirely hidden from me below. In addition to 
this, nearly every different ftratum of rock threw it 
into a frefh dire£tipn. In the whole fcene there 
was the utmoft irregularity. On the right of 
the catarad the inclofing rocks were nearly 
perpendicular, very lofty, and crowned with pen- 
dant foliage. Thofe on the left were very high 
and towering, adorned on the lodgements with 
grafs and ferns.— I fhould have made a drawing 
pf this cataraft, had it been poflible to have 
expreffed it, with any juftice, on an o£tavo plate : 
this, however, was altogether impoffible. The 
above defcription is expreffed in terms infinitely 
too feeble to give any correft idea of the fcene: 
*— this waterfall is by much the moft grand and 
pifturefque of any that I have feen in North 
IVales. 

In 
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In defcendkig to the roa4 I had an extenfivo 
view along the whole vale of Conwy. It appearecl 
from this eminence to be much varied^ ^d Q^ tbl?f 
Vfi^gl^ yery beautify!^ 
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GoNWY TO Bangor^ 

fychnant. — Penmaen Mawr. — Various Occidents there, -^uifcent {d 
' the Summit of Penmaen Manvr. — Preti Lemwn^ or Weljh Lemon* 
7ree, — Ancient Fort, — Fietv, — Aher. — Ferry from thence into 
Jnglefea, — Mountain Hdlow, — Beautiful Seene^-^^JVaterfall. — 
Llandygcu. — Memoranda of Archhifhop WiUiams. — Anecdotes of 
Pierce Griffitb. — Llandygai Milb.-^Penryhn Cqfile and Grounds^ 
\ Fine Prqfpea, — Fi/bery, — Bangor. — Hiftory of the Cathedral. ' 
'-^Curious Removal of the Body of Owen Gwynedd from the^ 

■ Church. — Bangor Ferry. — U^ej/b Harp, — Battle at Porthai^ 
tthwy, 

Ik my- route from Conwy to Bangor, I began to 
find myfelf in a country that was truly mountainous 
arid romantic : the hills of Flintftiire and Denbigh- 
(hire, which I had juft paffed, bear no comparifonik 
m pidurefque beauty with the ftupendous fcenery' 
of Caemarvonfhire. The riiountains here, infteaif 
of being, as thofe were, gentle in afcent, and fre* 
quently covered with grafs and verdure to theif 
fummits, began to wear the favage and majeftic 
fece of nature," — ^they were precipitous, rugged, and 
gloomy. 
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Sychnant, 

The dry boUow^ which commences about two miled 
from Conwy, is the firft fcene of mountain horror 
that the traveller in this direftion is prefented with. 
The road defcends along a deep betwixt the rocks. 
Immediately below it on one fide is this deep and 
narrow vale: from the bottom arifes Penmaen 
bach, the lejfer Penmaen^ whofe head is raifed feveral 
hundred feet above, and whofe broad and fombre 
front conftitutes all the boundary on the right. 
TTie ledges of many of the rocks were covered with , 
the flowers of the different heaths, which gave ar 
purple tint to the fcene. From the fteeppefs of the 
road I was almoft compelled to defcend with a 
velocity which became very unpleafant. Th6 open- 
ing of the rocks towards the bottom, and the 
gradual unfolding of a diftant view of the bay of 
Beaumaris, the ifland of Anglefea, and the verdure 
of the intervening country, howevqr, airefbed my 
progrefs. The contraft heightened the elegance^ 
and added to it a fingujarity of chara^er that doea 
not often occur even in mountain-fcenery. 

Penmaen Mawr. 

Near the fifth mileftone from Conwy is the 
celebrated mountain called Penmaen Mawr, The 
Great Penmaen^ a huge rock that rifes near 1550 
feet in perpendicular height above the fea. Along 

alhelf 
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^ fhelf of this tremendous precipice is formed part 
of the great Irifh road. This is well guarded to- 
wards the fea by a ftrong wall, and fupported iu 
many parts by arches turned beneath it, a method, 
in point of expence, found far preferable to that of 
hewing it out of the folid rock. Before the wall 
was built, accidents were continually happening 
by people falling down the precipices j but, fmce 
that time, I believe it has been accounted perfeftly 
fafe. Of thefe accidents the following have been 
recorded: 

An excifeman fell from the higheft part, and 
cfcaped unhurt. 

A clerg)'man who lived in Anglefea, about forty 
years ago, fell over with his horfe and a midwife 
behind him. The female and the nag both perifhed j 
but the divine, with great philofophy, unfaddled the! 
fteed, and marched off with the trappings, exulting 
in his own prefervation. 

Somewhat more than a century back, Sion Hum- 
phries of Llanfair vechan, paid his addreffes to a 
female who lived in fome part of Creiddin, beyontj 
Conwy. They agreed to meet at a fair at that tpwn. 
He was thrown down Penmaen Mawr: fhe was 
overfet in the Conwy ferry-boat, and was the only 
perfon that efcaped out of more than fourfcore. 
This ftory feems romantic, but it is well authenti- 
(rated. They were afterwards united, and lived 
niany years together in th^ parifli of Llanfair. The 
female died in 1744, at the great age of one hun- 
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dred and fixteen; and he furvived her five yqars* 
Their, graves are clofe together in the church- 
yard, and are yet faniiliarly ftiewn by the inhabit- 
ants. 

At fome diftance the road appears like a white 
line along the fide of the rock, which towards the 
fea is in many places fo nearly perpendiculai-, that 
a ftone may be thrpwn from thence into it without 
touching- belo^Y, a height of almoft a hundred and 
forty feet. The pafs would, were it not for the 
wall, be truly terrible ; and even yet, to thofe who 
can make frights to mock themfelves, the amazingly 
lofiy abrupt precipice of rock, towering overhead, 
with the fragments and ruins that have for ages 
been falling from it, and feem ready to roll dver 
elie, do prefent a fcene of horror. To thofe un- 
accullomed to mountain fcenes, this fteep will not 
\>e viewed without confiderable tremor. Dryden 
has a defcription which may be applied with fome 
propriety to one or two of the moft elevated 
ftations: 

As from a ft^ep and dreadful precipice, 
llic frighted traveller calls down his eyes. 
And fees the ocean at fo great a diftance, 
It looks as if the fkies were funk beneath him : 
Jf then fome neighbouring, fhrub, how weak foever, 
Pe^ps up, his willing eyes ftop gladly there, 
i And fceoL to eafe themfelves and reit upon it. 

Rival LApiESi 

' On 
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On the evening of the 31ft of July 1801, during 
^ tremendous ftorm of, thunder, a mafs of ftone^ 
fuppofed to weigh feveral thoufand tons, was loofe* 
ened fropi its bed, and precipitated with a dreadful 
fcrafh to the fea j it fwept down that part of the 
wall, and left about a hundred and fifty tons lodged 
uppn the road. A woman and horfe narrowly ef- 
caped deftru^on, having but juft pafled the place 
before the accident happened. This body of rock 
appears to have been unfixed by the totrent o£ 
water that was pouring down on all fides. I waQ 
not many miles from the place at the time^ and was 
informed of the circUmflance very foon after it 
occurred. All the carriages, among which was the 
mail, were flopped for feveral hours, till a body of 
the country people^ who immediately fet to work 
Upon it, w^re able to' clear away Icrmufeh of thfe 
rubbiih as to aliowUhem a paflage. 

before this pafs was formed, which is now near 
thirty years ago, the ufiial mode of going betwixt * 
Con^\7 and Bangor was either in boats, or, waiting 
the dejpkrture of the tides, to proceed along th$ 
fands, at low water. The latter mode was fr^ 
quently attended with danger, owing to the foft 
places made by the frefh water ftreams^ and the 
hollows formed by the tide, of the depth of which, 
^hen filled with water, •. the guides could not always 
be certain. . Feyr carriages at that time were^ taken 
' ^etwixt^ the twq towns, but nearly all the travellers 
'Ver^ conv^eyed oii iorfeback. There were two 

I 
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Inns for the convenience of waiting the defarttire 
of the tides, the buildings of which are, I believe^ 
both yet {landing, but appropriated to other ufe^'# 
One of thefe was near the turnpike under Penmaen 
Mawr, and the dther near Fenmaert Bach, On the 
window or fign of each was a diftich, faid by th^ 
people of the neighbourhood to have beeil th*^ 
compofition of Swift : that of one w^ 

Before you venture hence to pafs, 
Take a good Fefrefhing glafs^r 

Of the Other, 

Now you're over take anotficr, 
Your drooping fpirits to recover. 

There was a horfe-road along the fide of the 
mountain, but it is faid to have been exceffively 
dangerous and bad ; in fome part$ it ran above, 
and in others below, the prefent road^ Tf;ofe who 
went in carriages, or on horfeback, along the fands,. 
fet out from Conwy marfh, went entirely round the 
promontory, aiid paffed on the otitfide of Penmaen 
Bach- . 

ASCEKT TO THE SuMMIT OF pENMAEN MaWH* 

From the fixth mile-ftone I began ati dcent to 
the fummit of Penmaen Mawr. 1 chofe this pla<ie 
that I might have a guide not to the fummit merel;^^ 
but to the fpot where I qould find a fhrub 6f 
which I had heard tnany noi^eniical accounts, called 

by 
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by the Welfh Pren Lemwn, Lemon-iree. This I 
had been told grew in a fituation almoft inac- 
ceffible^ ttfid bore a fruit referabling a fmall lemon : 
that many.perfons had planted cuttings, and even 
roots of it, in their gardens, but that thefe had 
invariably dwindled and died, I queftioned my 
guide, as we proceeded, as to the figure and colour 
of its leaves and flowers, and I immediately con- 
jeftured It to be, what I foon afterwards iFound it, 
nothing more than CratagUs aria of Linnaeus, 
which does hot often occur among the Welfli 
mouiltains. It grows on the perpendicular rocks 
juft above the road ; and of the three fmall trees 
that were pointed out to me, one had been cut 
on all fides, for the purpofe of planting into gar- 
dens. 

From hence I fcrambled up a deep afcent, cover- 
ed entirely with loofe ftones, which often gave way 
the moment I thrufted my weight upon them, to 
the fummit; and, as 1 walked' pretty quick, it was 
not before 1 had experienced feveral fevere tumbles, 
and was bruifed on all fides, that I reached it. I 
had frequent occafion, from heat and exertion,. to 
turn round and catch the cool and refrefliing breezes 
that blew from the fea ; and in each of thefe reftings, 
as I gradually rofe above the intervening obftacles, • 
I found new , objefts to admire. From the fummit 
the view was extenfive, and, towards the ifle of 
Anglefea, and from thence round to the Chefliire 
*nd Lancafhire hills^ was very beai^tifuU The whole 

X. « ^ f)f 
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of the bay of Beaumaris feemed td li| direftfy 
underneath, as well as all the coaft from tie abrupf 
termination of Ormes Head to the littlefifland of 
Prieftholme. I could juft difcem the ifle of Man. 
The profped over the Conwy into Denbighfliire 
was alfo extremely pleafmg ; but the mountains 
towards the fouth not being fufficiently varied 
amongft themfelves, were deftitute of chara^er, and 
almoft entirely of intereft^ 

On the fummit, and extending in an oval fomt 
from north to fouth, are fome evident remains of 
antiquity. Many ruins of ancient mafly walls, 
formed apparently without cement, are yet vifible j 
and on the eaft the fragments of feveral fmall cir- 
cular building:? that feem to have been originally 
formed for foldiers* huts. On the higheft part there, 
are the remains of what appeared to me to hava 
been watch-towers ; and near one of thcfe I obferved 
a fmall fquare ^ycll, in which, although then in the ^ 
. midft of a dryfeafon, I found a confiderable quan* 
tity of water^ 

This ruin is called Braich y Ddinas, The Arm of 
the City^ and is fuppofed to have been an ancient 
Britifli fortification. A correfpondent of bifliop 
Gibfon fays of it : " This caftle feems to have beea 
impregnable, there being no way to offer any affault 
to it, from the hill being fo high, fteep, and rocky,, 
and the walls of fuch vaft ftrength* The way or 
entrance into it afcends with many twinings, fa 
t^t a hundred m^n mi^ht hers d^etid themfelves 
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agMift a whole legion ; and yet it fhould feem there 
were lodgings within thefe walls for twenty thoufand 
men. By th6 tradition of our anceftors, this was 
the ftrongeft and fafeft refuge, or place of defence, 
that the ancient Britons had in all Snowdon, to fe- 
cure them from the incurfions of their enemies/*— 
Governor Pownall, contrary to the commonly re- 
ceived opinion, and I think contrary to the faft, 
^onjedures it to have been one of the Druids con- 
fecrated high places of worfhip, and that it was 
never intended for a place of defence *. . 

Penmaeij lyiawr is not fo interefting a mountain, 
except to the antiquary, as I afterwards found 
Snowdon, Glyder, and many others in the inte- 
rior of the country ; the profpefts from the fum- 
mit being neither fo grand nor fo varied ^ from 
|:hefe. 

The eafieft places to afcend from are either along 
a pretty high wall that extends from the road far 
up the fide of the piountain on the extremity neareft 
to Conwy, or at the other extremity a little beyond 
the fixth milcrftone, If the traveller is a pedeftrian 
he can afcend one way and defcend by the other : 
this will fave him at lead a mile or two of 
journey. The loofe (tones that lie fcattered appa- 
rently on every part of the mountain render aa 
expedition to its fummit fomewhat unpleafant ; the 

♦ Gibfon's Camden, 805. Archxologia of the Antiq. Soc. 
Vol.ui p. 303. 
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diftance, however, is fo fhort, that a perfon whoi' 
walks pretty quick may overcome it Jn little more 
than an hour. 

Xber. 

About nine miles from Conwy flands the pleaflng 
little village of Aber, or, as it is called by way of 

' diftindion, Aber gwyngregin, The Conflux of the 
White Shells. Here I found a comfortable little inn. 
This is a very convenient ftation for fuch perfons 
as wifh to es^amine Penmaen Mawr, and the ad- 

' jacent country, either as naturalifts or artifts. 

On a fmall artificial mount on the weft fide of 
the river, juft above the bridge, called the MW, 
flood formerly a caftle belonging to Llewelyn ap 
Griffith, prince of Wales; and it was here that he 
received his fummons from our Edward to deliver 
up the' principality to the crown of England. The 
mount is nearly circular at the top, and not more 
than twenty yards in diameter *. 

From this place, perfons frequently crofs imme- 
diately into Anglefea, in a direfidon towards Beau^ 
maris. The diftance is about four miles, and at 
low water they are able to walk to the bank of the 
channel, within a mile of Beaumaris, where the 
ferry-boat plies^ In fogs, the paflage over thefe 
fands ' has been found very dangerous, and many 

♦ Powcl, 325. Lelaud's Itin. vol. v. p. 45. 
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liave been loft in attempting to crofs.them at fuch 
times. As fome precaution, however, the bell of 
the church is now generally rung during fojggy 
weather, which prevents perfons from wandering 
very widely from the line they ought to keep* 

A deep gleji runs from the village amongft the 
mountains, at whofe extremity I had been informed 
there was a waterfall, I therefore ftrolled aloi^g 
the bank of the ftream, which paffes under the 
t)ridge, as the moft fure mode of reaching it. The 
diftance I found n^r two miles. The mountains 
that inclofed the hollow were fome of them clad 
with wood, which, with the prominences of the 
rocks, and the verdure of the lower grounds, give 
a pleafing charafter to many of the fcene$. About 
half-way is a bridge, over which the road leads to 
Caer Rhun and the vale of Conwy, A little beyond 
thfe I turned round to take a view down the vale; 
and when I defcended to the bed of th^ ftream, 
found that I had before me a moft charming land- 
fcfipe. The ftones of the ftream, over which the 
water broke in a very pleafing manner, with a high 
bank on the left, formed a rude fore-ground, that 
in fome meafure hid from the fight the regular 
outline of a green mountain on that fide. About 
the middle waa the fingle arch^ with a few fcattered 
cottages near it. The road was feeri to pafs over 
the mountain-hoJlow above; and the trees were 
thinly fcattered over one hill, but at the bottom of 

h 4 the 
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the rock behind the bridge were collefked into n, 
pretty thick and large copfe. The background 
was occupied by this round and lofty, but well 
varied, rock, in which ftony prominences and ver- 
dant, but abrupt flopes, were the principal features. 
This, aided by the purple richnefs of an evening 
tint, that I faw in full perfection as I returned, 
is a fcene to which the pencil alone can do juftice, 
defcription is much too feeble. 

Rhaiadr Mawr, 

Following ftill the courfe of the ftream, I foon 
came within fight of the fall, Rhaiadr Mawr, Th^ 
Great Catarad. At a diftance this appears to have 
no one charafter of pidurefque beauty ; I fancied 
it merely a narrow ftream falling down the flat and 
uninterefting face of a lofty rocfc It continued in 
appearance much the fame till I had got very 
nearly to the foot of the catarafl:. The lower part 
• of the fall is upwards of fixty feet in "height: its 
charafter is extremely fimpl^, being broken only in 
places by the feams of the ftrata. The quantity of 
water is very confiderable, and it is thrown, unlefs 
after much rain, in a fingle ftieet from above. At 
a little diftan;:e two or three divifions of the uppef 
rock are feen, but immediately at the foot little 
more than the lower fall is vifible. In the bed of 
the river, as in thofe of moft mountain torrents, 
are fcattered numerous fragments of rock. On each 
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fide of the fall the mountain had the fame flat 
appear^ice ; this, with the nearly regular outline of 
the whole fcene, at the top forming a fegment of 
a large circle, and fome ofher ^harafteriftics, givej 
to it that kind of fimple grandeur, though on ^l 
much finaller fcale, which is confpicuous in PiftylJ 
Hhaiadr, the celebrated waterfall of Montgon^erj^ 
Piire, ^ 

Smooth to the (helving brink a copious flood 

Rolls fair and placid ; where colle£led, • 

In one impetuous torrept, dowa the fteep^ 

It thundering fhoots, and fhakes the couotiy roun4t 

At firft an azure flieet it rufhcs broad ; 

Then whitening by degrees as prone it falls, 

And from the loud refounding rocks below 

Da(h'd In a cloud of foam, it fends aloft 

A hoaiy mifty and forms a ceafelefs fhowen 

Llandygai. 

At Llandygai, The Church of Tygai, a village 
beautifuMy fituated on the banks of the Ogwen, 
is a church, one of the neateft in the principality, 
built in the form of a crofs, having the tower in the 
centre. Its ftile is gothic, and it is fuppofed to have 
been erefted about the reign of Edward III. ; but 
its being wafhed with ochre to render it in fome 
meafure correfpondent with the neighbouring man- 
fion of Penryhn caftle, gives it unfortunately a 
modern caft. 

I ob- 
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I obtained the key in orda* to examine the tomb 
of the celebrated archbifhop Williams, lord keeper 
of the great feal in the reign of James I., who was 
Interred here. This is placed in the wall pn the 
ibuth-fide of the chancel, and is protefted from the 
-duft by a long green curtain which has a fingular 
appearance. The tomb has lately been ornamented 
afrefh at the expence of Lady Penrhyn, a defcendant 
of the arphbifhop's family. He is reprefented in 
Jiis epifcopal drefs at an altar, and (fave m the 
glare of the gilded ornaments) there is a com 
fiderable air of elegance about it. On a table 
monument in the fouth-eaft comer, juft beyond 
this, are t^o antique figures fuppofed to reprefent 
fbme of thQ Penrhyn family that weye interred 
here, 

Memoranda of Archbishop Williams, 

This prelate, who forms fo confpicuous a cha- 
rzQter in the Englifli hiftory in the reigns of James I. 
and Charles, was a native of Conwy, born on the 
25th day of March 1582. 

At the age of fixteen he was admitted a ftudent 
in St. John's college, Cambridge; and he firfl 
became publicly known on Candlemas day i6o8, 
ia few years after he had taken his mafter's degree, 
by a mod afFeftmg oration in St. John's chapel on 
{he death of liis learned and intimate friend Dr. 
Playfere. The college pitched upon him to deliver 

thi^ 
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fhis oration ; but from his extreme intimacy ^snth 
the deceafed, he declined it. The mafter threat* 
ened him with expulfion, and, however diflrei&ng 
it might be to his feelings, he was compelled to 
obey. His empaflioned and unaffe£ked eloquence 
drew tears from all eyes, and excited the hi^d[l 
admiration and applaufe froni his crowd of hearers. 
His paufes were interrupted by unreftrained expret 
fions of applaufe and wonder: and fuch at lengtb 
was the agony excited, that his friend might hate 
been the friend and intimate companion of even 
one prefent. 

His fame as a preacher after he left the univelw 
fity, extended to all parts; and his talents and 
numerous friends foon procured him valuable pre- 
ferment. 

He obtained the favour of king James, who, ua- 
aflced, prefented him with the deanery of Salilbury. 
By him he was created lord keeper of the great 
feal, and afterwards made bifhop of Lincoln. 

^s a parifh pried he had proved himfelf an zQhre 
and ufeful member of fociety; and now, having 
launched into a vaft fea of bufmefs, in which he 
fcarcely had tifiie either for refrefhment or repofe, 
he exhibited an almoft unexampled inftance of im 
4uftry and abilities. 

In his elevation his high fpirit rehdered him 
obnoxious to thofe who had afijfted in raifing him : 
but in his public chara£ker this very fpirit enabled 
him to fpeak freely, to counfel faithfully, and to 

deciiee 
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dcK^ree juftly. Thpfe who had raifed hun only to 

.i&rve their own purpofes, were deceived: he foolj 
faW through their intentions, ^id neglefted thefUt 
«5-JPrGmpt in his decifions, he is faid to have ended 
more cai^es the firft year he was in ofHce, thjui 
had been done during the whole feven preceding 
pnes* 

In this Gonfpicuous ftation he fopn difcovered 
the innunierable difficulties he had to cope with 
from the envy and ambition of thofe around 
hitn. *' From the forty-third to the fixty-eightl^ 
year of his life/* fays bilhop Hacket, ^^ trouble 
upon trouble, nxifchief on mifchief, had him in 
chafe.^ 

The commencement of the reign of Charles I, 
^egan his miferies. The king continued him in his 

.t)|ficesj but his own open condud, in which he 
frequaitly vaitured to contradifl: the opinions of 

: his foyereign, and the jealoufy, excited by the mif? 
reprefentations of his enemies, foon prepared a way 

vfor his fall. 

Under the excufe that the feal was only a 
triennial truft, and that in numerous inftances it 
had been recalled, the king was at length prevailed 

^'tipon to deprive him of it. The bilhop, however, 
furrendered the charge with at lead the appearance 
•of ifadiflPerence and fati^fiiftion. When he received 
the notice from lord Conwy, his anfwer was, 
"•The feal is his majefty*s; I_fhall be ready to 
delivejf it on the day appointed to any who fliall 
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{jear his warrant to receive it. I thank heaven that 
his majefty has had no other ground, thjm that 
Which you have alleged, for recalling it/* 

His condu£t on this occafion feems to have teext 
fo upright, that he Retired to his fee of Lincoln 
ftill poffefling fome fhare of the king's affedkm. 
Bifhop Laud, and the duke of Buckingham j both* 
of whom he had himfelf raifed, became his decided 
enemies, and left nothing unemployed by which 
they <!ould undermine him in the little fliare-of 
favour that was left. 

After many vain attempts, a bill wais preferred 
ftgainft him in .the court of StJir Chamber, con-^ 
taining, amongft various othef allegations, a charge 
of fubomation of witnefs, in fome former co^i- 
plaints that had been laid againft him« But fuch 
contradiftions appear to bave arifen in theevidence^j 
that in any other than a court altogether prejudiced^ 
he muft unavoidably have been acquitted. He wasi 
however, fined in a penalty of 10,000 A, and dilreft- 
ed to be imprifoned in the Tower, and fufpended 
from all his ecclefiaftical fundtions during pleJ^ 
fure. • ... 

His books, plate, furniture, piftdres,: &c. werfe 
feized and fold towards payment of the fine, but 
in a manner fo iniquitous, as to refled the utmoft 
difgrace on the times. The very man who pre- 
ferred againft him the biH was made the agent oH 
"this occafion. He went down to Bugden, an4 
lived in the palace three whole futjam^s, rioting ih 
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the bifliop's wealth*^ In valuing the property, t^ 
juries had full diredions to receive no evidence for 
the late owner; and although the benefices andr 
perlbnalties were oSered Xo be taken at 4500/* 
a-yeafj yet only five, hundred of this could be 
allowed to the bifhop for his fuftenance. . This 
irillain, Kilveftj farmed all his property at con- 
fiderably lefs than half its value, and was himfelf] 
aUowed with impunity to enjoy the overplus. 

After continuing in the tower four yearsj un^ 
fttlUed however both in his reputation and honour, 
the upper houfe of parliament fent their ufher of 
the black rod to the. lieutenant of the Tower, 
with orders to deliver him up to them; and he 
was again received on the bilhop's bench. Thus 
jreinftated, he, however, uttered neither complaints 
&or reproaplies; and his conduft had altogether 
fu^h an eSeO, on the king, that, as fome recom^ 
pe^ce for hi^ fufierings, he beiloxeed on him the 
fise^ofYork. 

This he did not long enjoy in peace. Soon after 
lus creation he went down to Cawood caftle, from . 
whence he was driven, by the infurreftions in favour 
of the parliament, to his own property in Caer- 
narvonfhire. • 

At the requeft of the king, as I have already 
yelated, in the account of Conwy caftle, he pro* 
yided at his own expence for the defence of that 
fortrefs ; but from -fubfequent ill-ufage was com^ 
pelled to joiji the other party. 
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fte died at Gloddaeth on his birth-day, thf 
S5th of March 1656, at the age of fixty-eightw 

Cambria, for him, with m()^s her regions fills,- ' 
6he wept his downfall from a thoufand hills ; 
'Tender— embraced her prelate, though undone^ 
Stretch^cf out her rtiother focks to favc her fon t 
Searched while alive each v^le for his reprfft, - ' ^ 
And when he died, receiv'd him in ker fereaft. 
Envied ambition ! what are &11 thy fchemes 
But Waking mifery, or pleaiing dreams. 

In fpeaking of the charafter of arcfiblrfiop Wii* 
teams, I find feme difficulty in fteeriflg through 
tnany accounts, in themfelves extremely contra* 
didory* The archbifliop had too many enemies, 
and lived at a period when prejudices ran too Jngh 
to obtain much favwir fix)m writers influenced im- 
mediately )?y^his enemies. His general condu^ 
as a^pubMc charafter, was fo uniformly correft, 
that ^ven his adverfaries were cobpelled to applaud 
it J and their only mode of qualification was to 
intimate he poffefled thofe ufeful requifites of a 
great ftatefman difvoid of principle, a plibUc and 
^ jHivatf confeience.,. To thofe, however, who 
would judgp <rf^ his principles by his cpnduQ:, we 
mufl; : remark, that in his general manners he was 
wufoifirfy mild and affable. Whilft he continued. 
Plulyn.a parifti prieft, from his companionate and 
.friai^y dj^fitioni he wa? beloved by all. Till 
by his ftation he interrupted the ambitious defigns 
o( others, he acqmred the favQur of the gr^^t, and ^ 
*'^'-* 6 the 
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jlhe bleffings aiid good wifhes of thofe below triui* 
The widowed) the fick, and the aJSHded, partook 
alike of his prayers and his bounty; and his doors 
and table wete ever open to the defet^ing. From 
a ftrong prejudice, however, in favour of thofe on 
t^rhom his affeftions had been once firmly fixed^ 
he has at times fuffered himfelf to be led to lengths 
not altogether juftifiable on the grounds -of pru-- 
dence. He was alfo tindured with ambition ; but 
he was ftill a character to be both efteemed and 
admired. Thefe were his: only weaknefles, juid 
fcw of his enemies had iq fniall ^ iharf^^ : 

, IjLANDYGAI. ,' , . 

Near the river Ogwen, and a. little above the 
'bridge, are two mills belonging to-' 'Meffrs.Wor- 
:thiiigton ^and Co. of Liverpbol. Oite of thefe^ 
which has been lately erefted,^ is for the pui^ofe 
of grinding materials fot* an *earthen«^af e manu* 
faftory at Liverpool. The other is an oil and paint 
mill: oil colours are here prepared, from the 
mineral, entirely- to thar finifhed ftate$ and are 
Ihipped fof Liverpool at Port-Penrhyh. The walks 
that have been formed near thefe buildings by the 
company are fomewhat pretty ;'• and the pls^ng 
of the adjacent grounds with trees and ftirubfei 
will, in "the coiirfe of a few years, Tender; this 
neighbourhood much more pleafing .than. k it at 
prefcnt,^ - -; ^' ^-'^^* — ^^^ i- 
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Penrhyn Castlr. 



On the right of the road^ not far from 'Baftgcr, 
is Penrhyn caftle, the fea-t of Lord Penrhyn. The 
grounds are entered through one of the moft 
elegant gates I e?er beheld. The houfe is a fine 
but by no means a fuperb building, faced with the 
yellow Devonfiure bricks, which give it the appesa*. 
ance of being waflied with ochre. It has nothing 
<)f ftate magnificence, or parade about it, but it can 
boaft confiderable elegance. The architeiSture is 
the military gothic of the reign of Henry VI,, with 
embattled turrets, which rife to fome height above 
the roof. The grounds are well wooded. 

Penrhyn is iuppofed to ftand on the fite of Si 
palace which in the dghth' century belonged to 
Rodri Moelwynog, the fon of Edwal Iwrch, fon 
of Cadwaladr the laft king of the Britons. It 
fe^ms to have been granted, along with Cochwillan, 
in the adjoining parilh of Llanllechid, now in ruins, 
Co Yarddwr, lord of Llechwedd uchaf, about the 
dnie of Llewelyn ap lorwerth ; and firom hJm ir 
defcended by heirs female to the pofterity of Edny- 
fed Fechan;— the laft of this family was Pierce 
Griffith^ efq. who lived in the reign of queen 
Elizabeth. When the Spanifh armada threatened 
defti'uffa'oh to his country, this brave character 
fitted out a veffel at his own expence, to aid the 
Britiih fie^^ and ia^ed in it from Beaum^is on 
the 20th of April I5B8- He arrived at Plymouth m 
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about fourteen days, where he was elegantly treated 
by the admiral, who highly admired his loyalty ancj 
public fpirit. He remained under fir Henry C^ven- 
difh and fir Francis Dr^e till the defeat of the ar-i 
mad^> when he attended the latter in his qrvufe on thQ 
Spanifli coaft. Griffith accompanied his coRiiptoder 
to the gulph of Magellan, where they parted, fir 
Francis being then» employed in his voyage of" 
tiifcovcry. A (hort time after Jan\es had obtaine4 
the throve, the Spaniards, through their ambaffadoTj^ 
complained to the Englifli niiniftry that Griffith 
continued to attack their vefTels, notwithftanding 
the proclamation of peace. The profecutions stgaihft 
him on this account became j^t length fo feriouS|, 
that he was compelled to feU his eftate in order 
to procure a pardon, . This was purchafed by. 
archbiftiop Williams,* at that time lord keeper of 
the great feal ; but he dying unmarried, it defcended.^ 
to fir Griffith Williams of Penrhyn, Bart, and 
from him, after feveral fucceffions, to two fifters of 
fir Hugh Williams. Thefe were Ann, who married 
Thomas Warburton, efq. of Winnington in Chefhire, 
and Gwen, who was married to fir Walter Yonge^ 
bart. of Efcott in Devonfhire.. The prefent lady 
Penrhyn was .the only daughter of Hugh War- 
burton, efq. I believe the eftate is now, from the 
purchafe of the other moiety, become the entire 
property of Lord Penrhyn *. 

* Account of the defccnts and ifliies of the famHies of 
Penrhyn and Co^bwlUani in tl^e Plas Gwynn MSS* 

- * The 
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'The^abli^s at Penrhyn are excellent, and fup4 
pbfed to be among the firft in the luhgdom for 
^commodation and utility. They are fronted with 
the piirpk flate obtained from his lordfhip's quarries: 
which indeed feems to be applied to every poflible 
Ufe on the whole of the property here. The 
grounds are fenced with it: narr9W upright flabs, 
to imitate palifadoes, are fixed each by Wo jtmaU 
holdfafts to the railing. The efiefl: is exceedingly 
neat, but as flate is generally liable to fiiap, fome- 
times with a flight blow, and the edges are fliarp, 
I ihould think them dangerous to fheep in their 
attempts to efcape through the fpaces that accident 
may thus create, 

' The chapei is at a little difl:ance from the houfc, 
in the front of one part of the plantation. It is a 
finall gothic building apparently of fome antiquity. 
It formerly flood much nearer the houfe, but was 
taken down, and rebuilt of the fame materials, put. 
together in the feme maimer, on its prefeiit Tite. 
The interior is elegant, and at one end it has a moft 
brilliantly painted gothic window, the performance 
of Mr. Eggingt6n of Birmingham. The modem 
porch by no means accords with the other parts. 

From the chapel I was led through the grounds 
to the baths, which are upon the beach, about 
half a mile difl:ant. In the way I pafled the cottage 
of the under-fteward Mr. Llbyd, defigned, like all 
the improvements about this place, 'by Mr. Benjamin 
Wyatt. This ftation commands a view, diough 

M z too 
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too extenfive to be accounted pidurefqufe^ yet fo 
enchantingly lovely as fcarcely to be exceeded* 
Nature feems to have crowded here every beauty 
of moimtain, water, wood, and meadow. In fro^t 
is an expanfe of fea, terminated on the right hf the 
Llandudno, or Orme*s Head rock, to appearance 
perfedly infulated, the flat that conne£b it to the 
main land not being vifible at high water. Pen- 
maen Mawr, along whofe fide, though near fix 
miles diftant, I could plainly diltinguifli the white 
fine of the road, and the neighbouring mountains, 
appear nfing abruptly from the water's edg^: 
from hence a long range is feen to ftretch into 
the interior of the county, in which Camedd 
Llewelyn and Camedd Ddafydd are peculiarly 
confpicuous. On the other fide is the ifland of 
Anglefea from Beaumaris northwards to Penmon, 
and Prieftholmej with the woods of Baron-HilK 
The baths are feen at a little diftance below, form- 
ing part of this elegant landfcape. The front of 
the cottage was trellifed, and a few plants and 
fhrubs were training along it. The garden was 
prettily variegated with flowers : an oval bed on 
each fide of the path leading to the door, was, 
whimfically enough, inclofed in a green trellifed 
6dge, with a handle over the middle, to imitate 
bafl^Lets of flowers. Not a fingle weed was to be 
feen that could reproach its owner with neglect. 
It was in fliort a terreftial paradife, and though it 
affords in itfelf nothing of pidurefque effect, even 

the 
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Ae axilft intift oonfefe that k has neatness and 
mncommon elegance. 

I £Dllowed the road lea<&^ to the batln On 
the Ibeach, for a confiderable vay, this ia continued 
by an el0vatk}n, walled on each fide: at the end is 
&e building. Thk b plain but elegant. In the 
middle h a portico, fronted by four columns, 
which admits carriages underneath. • There are 
three rooms for drefling, &c. The baths are, a 
circular one open at the top, o( fize fufEdent to 
sdlow a peribn to fwim without inconvenience, being 
sq^rently about thirty feet in diameter ; and a 
fmall one that will allow of the water being heated. 
The latter is within the building, and is lined with 
white and cream«col6ured earthen-ware, from a 
manuiaftory near Liverpool: under the window 
is a large and beautiful oval of^the fame, with a 
wreath of oak-leaves within the rim, and a coronet 
and Lady Penrhyn's initials in the centre. Much 
expence has been unavoidably incurred in ihutting 
the tide out of the great bath at the times when 
it was not wanted^ and in retaining a proper 
quantity of water when that of the fea retu-ed. 
In this building the defign of Mr. Wyatt is very 
evident. 

Not far from th^ bath, and put upon the fands, is 
an extenfive weir occupying feveral acres of ground, 
and forming the fegment of a large circle, with its 
ends bending towards the land. It is made by means 
of (lakes driven deep into the beach, fecured by 

M 3 ftones^ 
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ilomes, and interwoven for many feet abbve wth 
pliant branches of trees. This is a fifliwy which 
produces to thofc who rdit it of his lordihip, a 
Comfortable fubfiflence. It is entirdy overflowed 
by the tide, and at low water is left with only fo 
much as is retained in its mud and fand. The fifli 
are taken at the eb4> j and during the herring feafon 
the fifhermen have their principal harveft, Immenfe 
numbers of thefe are. fometimes retained* In one. 
inltance fo many were taken at a fingle tide, as, 
when fold at two fliillings, and the worft at eighteen* 
pence a hundred, produced nearly eighty pounds; 
befides tlie quantities that were obliged to be left 
on the return of the tide, from want of hands 
fufficient tp carry them away, and thofe that were 
t^ken by .people who flocked from all parts of the 
i^ighb.ourhppd to. obtain the refufe fifh. — ^The coaft 
i§ here. Vj^ry unpleafant to walk upon, being either 
^ extremely muddyj or compdfed of the upright and 
: broken edges of a ftratum of flatQ rock that extends 
a^conliderable way into the water. , ,. 

•failing Port IPenrhyn, (a defcription of which 
l^ill with more propriety occupy a plage in my 
iiext than in the prefent chapter,) I arrived at 
Bangor, T/je chief Choir. This, although at pre- 
fent only a very fmall place, had formerly fo 
much importance, as to be denominated from its 
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fize Bangor Vawr, The Great Bangor^ to diftinguifh 
it probably frdih Baii^or^iS-co^d 'in Flintfliire. It 
is feated in a vale^ from the back^f which arife 
the vaft mountains of Caemarvonfhire. The ftreets 
ore narrow, and the houfes bad and irregular: a 
fpirit of improvement would, however, render it 
one of the mod beautiful places in Great Britain. 
!From the entrance either way it is feen to advantage, 
the fquare tower of its cathedral, and fome of the 
befl houfes which are near it, prefenting themfelves 
from among the trees* The cathedral is (mall, 
but every thing around it is now kept exceedingly 
neat* From near the churchyard there is a fine 
profpeft of part of Anglefea, and the town and bay 
of Beaumarisi 

Hiftory has irecorded, though with what truth 
it is impoffible now to fay, that Condagius, a king 
of Britain, who reigned about eight hundred years 
prior to the coming of Ghrift, erected here a templey 
which he dedicated to Minerva ** 

On an eminence at a little diftance froni Bangor 
was formerly a cq/ik built by Hugh, earl of Chefter, 
fome time during the reign of William Rufus f^ 
It has beai fo long demoliftied, that even the period 
t>f its deftrudion cannot be afcertained* 

* L^land^s Coll. de Reb. Brit. vol. ii. jp- 425. 
t Speed, ch. Xiv. p. 123, ' 
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HwTailY OF 1^* CATI«^f^AJ.. 

Dcmiol ip Dunscwd or Dfiibrfitrsi ibbbt tjf iBait^ 
gor if-coed in PHntflxIrr, fcftmAtd here fome time 
about the yeatr 525, a colfege for Aeinftm^kibn of 
youth and ftepport> of clergy, tmending k probably 
is a cell or apptirtenanf to that tclebfatcd mohaf- 
tery^ It had fearcely been fotmded thirty years, 
when Maclgwn Gwynedd nafed it into a bifhoprfc, 
dedicated the new church to Dfemiaf , and created 
him the firft Infhdp^ Thfs* prince intended at thfe 
time to finrender his dominion to otfier hands, ind 
to s^doptthe profeffion of reKgionMm!e!f: but'tht 
world had too many charms to fiifFer him to leave i^ 
the refolutlon^ therefore, was fearcely formed beforfe^ 
!t was deflrcyed* Me had been hurried oft through 
liis whole life by anreftrained paffion, and at was 
found too fevere a forfeiture to farrender himfeff 
to the tame unvaried life of a monaftefy* If^ 
howevef, we may 'believe the writers of this period, 
he became a convert in his latter days; but we 
have little other proof of this, than his foundm'g 
fbveral places dedicated to offices of reKgion, arid 
thefe alone would have fecured their good opinions* 
In his public charafter he appears notwithftanding 
to have always ihewn himfelf a brave Ji^an, and 
a noble and magnanimous prince#— *Deituol died 
about four years after his creation, and was interred 
in the ifle of Bardfey* 

In 
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In Ae tendi century Edgar coming into North 
Wal^s, confirmed all the former privilege. ^ hc^ 
aUo gave to the college a confiden^:4e ,qu?mtity of 
landit and. founded a net^ ch^>ei on the &uth £de 
of the scathedral, which he dedicaikted to the hiefied 
Virgin. This was^afterw^ds converted into a, ciian-? 
try of finging priefts, and is ^^ pref^t fopi^c^i^ti^ 
form part of the vicar's houfe. 

The cathedral has been feveral times deftroyed 
during the troubles in^which this country has been 
involved ; in the reigns of William the Conqueroi;^ 
king John, Henry IIJ., ajid Henry IV. Aft^r tb^ 
latter demolition, whjch was by the anny of O^en 
Glyndwr, it remained in ruins near ninety years, 
when the choir was rebuilt by the bifhop, H^ry 
Dean or Denys, formerly prior* pf LanUiony. He 
recovered many parcels of land belonging to the 
fee, and was alio himfelf a great beriefador. The 
tower and the nave, as well as the palace, were 
built in the year 153a by bifiiop Sheffington : the 
bifhop, however, died, and the tower wa3 left at 
little more than half the inte^ded height. He^ave 
three bells to the church, and direded in his will 
that his executors fhould provide, a fourth, but 
they refufed in every refpeft to complete what h^ 
had begun. On the tower was this infcription, 
become now illegible 2 . 

V Thomas Sheffington cfJfcoptts. JSairgorcnfw hoc campajaflc 
%\. hanc ccclefiam fieri fecit, anivo partus virginis 15 J 2/* 

He died the year following^ 

- . It 
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It appears that bifhop Bulkeley alienated many 
of the lands belonging to the fee, arid went 
ib far as even to fell the bells of the church* 
Rowlands, who was created in 1597, purchafed 
cither four or five bells, in Keu of thofe fold 
by his predec^or, new-roofed the cathedral, and 
founded in the town an hofpital fbr fix poor 
meii* 

The revenues at the diflblution \^ere valued at 
about a hundred and fifty pounds /^r annum iii 
tile whole, and about a hundred and thirty clean 
iThe diocefe contains a hundred and feven parifhes, 
thirty.fix of which are impropriated. 

Owen Gwynedd, prince of Wales, who died iil 
1169, ^ fuppofed to have been buried m the 
fouth tranfept, beneath an arch with a flowery 
crofs cut pn a flat ftone. "Wheii Baldwyri, arch- 
bifiiop* of Canterbury, vifited Wales, to preach 
the crufades and invite foldiers to the holy wars, 
he law his tomb, and directed the biflioJ> to re- 
move the. body out of the chuWh as fooil as he 
conveniently could: this was done ori account 
of hi^ having been excommunicated by Becket 
for marrying a firft coufin, arid continuing to 
tohabit with her till his death. The biftioj), in 
obedience to the charge, riiade, not long after- 
Wards, a paflage frorii the vault through' the fouth 
wall of the building, through which he caufed 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC - 



ijie t>ody to be ikev^d fecretly into the cliurch* 
yard *. 

At a little diftaiice from the town there was for- 
merly a hou/e ef friars prtachers. This was founded 
about the year 1299 by Tudor ap Gronw, lof d of 
Penmynydd and TrecafUe. Some time during the 
reign of Edward VL this building was converted 
kito a frcte fchool. 

Sr. Mary^s de Garthlaniariy the ancient parifli 
church, which ftood about four- hundred yards 
&obi the^ cathedral, appears to have been ereAed 
^ibr to the^^^commencement of the fourteenth cen* 
fory. 

Bangor Feruy, 

Called by the Wehh Porthaethwy, The Ferry of the 
confined Waters^ is about a mile beyond the town. 
Here the paflengers from England to Ireland' crofs 
the ftrait of the Menai into Anglefea. The ferr)^- 
houfe is fituated on the eaftern bank of this elegant 
river, expanfive as fome of the American torrents; 
and is certainly one of the moft charmingly retired 
fpots in the kingdom. Here is an inn to which 
moft travellers refort, from the unaccountable want 
of comfortable accommodation in the t§wn t» The 

• Yorke's Royal Tribes^ p^. 4, J, who quotes the Hcngvvrt 
MSS. ' -^^ 

t The chkfgeg at thk mn txt fomewhat high, but the 
accommodations are fully equivalent. 
r * 4 views 
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views from tjie houle aad j^4ei^ ire pm^^Mf 
confined to the oppofite fhore and the intenrening 
ftceam ; but the numerous trading veflels that pais, 
ibout the tid^ ^ floods the roeky banks, sgid 
together varied fcene, are too pleafing to be 
faSkd unnoticed evea by the wapit taltelefs tr^- 
veUer. ' . • 

U w^$ at thk misk that I was, for ^ fit^ 
time fince my arrival in Wales, entertained with 
the ^ufic of the harp, the mdigenous inftrument 
9f this coiupktry* The ev^ng was approaching,, 
^i4 the fun ia rearing h^ c;tft a golden: 
t»age over s^ the pbjed^ s^<>i^[»L I teid feated 
myfelf in a window that commanded a full and 
mod delightful profpeft of Anglefea, the ifle of 
the Druids, and I Kftened, in a pleafing melan- 
choly^ to the fweetly-flowmg tone^ A thoufand 
pleaiant ideas of times of old, ^' of the c^s of 
other years,'^ floated on my ims^in^ticHi : the bar* 
^c sera now recurred, and the en^getic lines of 
Gray croffed my thou^ts witl> more thart iifwl 
force. 

Ruin feize thee« ruttilefs king 1 

Confofion on thy banners wait ; 

ThottgJi fanned bj Conqueft^B crimfon wxng» 

They na^ lh€ air with idk ftitc. 

Helm nor hauberk's twifted mail, 

Nor e'en thy virtues, tyrant4 jfbaH avail, 

Tofavc thy foul from nightly fears; 

From CamWIaVcurfe, fpomCambri^'^ tears! 

' "'" , -la 
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In the iJWrrmtft bf fancy I had entirely drer- 
looked the pet4iap8 neceflary, though certainly trtid^ 
pc^y cf Edward L, in deftrbying, (if he (fid d6r 
ftrby, fot it had by nd means been fatisfafbrily 
afcertained that he did% a race of men whofe fongs, 
deemed almoft infpired, could not be heard by the 
multitude without eflfefts pregnant with the utmoft 
danger to his people. 

Their fkill'd fingers knew how bed to lead 
Through all the maze of found the wayward ftep 
Of harmony, recalling oft and oft, 
Permitting her unbridled courfe to rufti 
Through dilTonance to concord, fwceteft then, 
E*cn when cxpeAed harflieft. 

In the thirteentli century a battle was fought 
near Bangor Ferry, which none of the hiftorians 
have mentioned. It is, however, defcribed by a 
bard who lived about the time, Llywarch Brj^dydd 
y Moch, in a poem on the death of Llewelyn ap 
lorwerth. His language is animated and expreffive, 
and may be taken as a. fpecimen of the WeWh 
bardic ftyle of that period. ** Dark ran the purple 
gore over the breads of the Varriors : loud was 
the fhout ; havoc and carnage ftalked around. 
The blood-ftained wave^ flowed over the broken , 
fpear, and mournful filence hung on the brows of 
the warriors. The briny wave, rolling into the 
channel, mingled with waves of blood. Furioufly 
raged the fpear, and the tide of blood ruflied with 

force. 
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force* Our attack wa» fuddcn and fierce. Death 
wa& difplayed in all its horrors. Noble troops, 
in the fatal hour, trampled on the dead, like 
prancing deeds. Before Rodri was fuhdued, tljust 
churchyards became like fallow ground/* 
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CHAP. XL 

Excursion from Bangor Ferry THRorcH 
Nant Frangon- 

fii.rt Penrbyn. — Fine Situation. — Writing' Slate MamfaBorym — Nem 
Iron Rail-Road* — Lord PenrhytCs Slate Quarries • — Cottages ^ 
the Workmen.'-^gwen Bank. — Carnedd Llewelyn, — Nant Fran" 
gon. — Rude Land/cape. — Falling of a Roch. — Beavers. — Watery , 
falls of Ben Glog. — T Trivaen. — Anecdotes refpetling two 
upright Stones on the Summit of Trivaen.^'Llyn Ogwen, — Neti^ 

On the following jnoming I rof^ early that I might 
have fufficient time to examine the romantic vale 
of Nant Frangon, Th^ Beaver^ s Hollow^ and the 
different commercial undertakings of Lord Penrhya 
and othors in its neighbourhood. The boundary of 
my excurfiop I had fixed 5tt Uyn Ogw€», about 
twelve miles djftant, and the principle objefts were 
to be Port Penrhyn, lord Peiirhyn*s ilate quarries, 
and the waterfalls of Ben Glog. 

I therefore repaffed the tpwn of Bangor, and 
took an early ^breakfaft ^t the Penrhyn Arms, a 
comfortable and moft delightfully fituated iim that 
pyerlooks 

Port 
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Port Penrhyn. 

This was built by his lordfliip from a defign of 
B. Wyatt ; and had it been large enough for general 
accommodation, would be a moft eligible place for 
every traveller on pleafure *. One end of the 
houfe, that commands a view oyej Beaumaris bay 
towards the fea, is occupied by a lubfcription news- 
room for the inhabitants of Bangor aiul its ii^gh^ 
bourhood, and few places of this nature poffefs fo 
much either of internal or external elegance. Mn 
Wyatt's tafte is here very coufpicuous, , not only 
Ui the neat defign of the room, but jn the <:hQice 
of a fituation commanding an uncommonly beautiful 
profpeft of land and water. This is the fame in 
general cbara£ler as that I have d€!g^ribed froai Mr* 
Lloyd's^coctage iti Lord Fenriiyn's grounds t- but, 
in addition to all die el^anoe d that fcene, the 
towers of Penrhyn caftle from hence af^tear iii 
front, rifing above the dark furrounding woods* 
Immediately below the bowling-green^ into which 
the room open$, the obfehrer ^ the bufy fceM 
gf the port. Here the J^pearance of the numerous 
veflels with which this i» at all tknes crowded, and 
the buftle and noife that neceifarily attend the 
Clipping of goods, form a Angular contraft with 
the other mild and bedudfui featvore^ 

• No carriages air kept here. f See p. 163. 

From 
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From the inn I defcended to the quay. On one 
fide of this there is a long yellow building, in which 
is carried on one of the mod extenfive manufaftures 
of writing'Jlates in Great Britain. This belongs to 
Meflfrs. Worthington and Co. of Liverpool: and 
Wr. W. (to whofe civility and attentions in himfelf 
conducing me through all his concerns in this 
neighbourhood, I acknowledge myfelf greatly in- 
del>ted) informed me that as many as between three 
and four hundred dozen were, on an average, 
manufeftured here every week. A few inkftands, 
and fome other fancy articles, are alfo made, but 
thefe are found not to anfwer to any extent. The 
flates ufed are of the fineft quality that the quarries 
afford. The procefs of finoothing and framing 
them is extremely fimple, and unneceffary here to 
be defcribed. 

Port Penrhyn is principally ufed by veffels coming 
from different parts of the kingdom for the flates 
obtained from lord Penrhyn's quarries, between 
five and fix miles diftant. About fix hundred tons 
are fhipped per week. Thefe, for many years, 
were conveyed to the port at an enormous expence, 
by means of carts and horfes, but his lordfhip has 
jufl completed an iron rail-road that extends all the 
way from the quanies quite round the quay. Two 
horfes are now able, in fifteen waggons^ chained to 
each other, to draw upwards of twelve ton of flates 
along the levels. Notwithflanding the general moun- 
tainous charader of the country, there are no more 

N than 
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than four inclined planes (befides thofe in the' 
quarr)^) on the whole of the road ; and the longeft 
of thef^ extends two hundred and twenty yards. 
At the top of each there is a windlafs, where, by 
means of a lever prefled againft the cylinder, the 
velocity of the fiill waggons going down, and draw- 
ing up the empty ones, is regulated* Only three 
waggons, when I faw them, were fufFered to go 
down at once, )and in the longeft plane the whole 
fifteen (!)cc\q>ied about twenty minutes in paffing* 
By means of this road, as the waggon wheels are 
concave, and, running on the top of a narrow 
circular bar, have confequently but little fridion, 
the flates come down in a much {horter time than 
they did before. Formerly, betwixt three or four 
hundred horfes were ufed in the work, which is 
now performed by no more than fix or eight. 
The faving from this is not only very material to 
lord Penrhyn, but the difference in expenditure of 
hay and com, in a country where fo littfe can be 
grown, and of various other articles of common 
utility, is of material importance to the people at 
large. Befides flates, there are (hipped at Port 
Penrhyn, hones, paint, dry colours, chert, &c. to 
Liverpool and various other parts. — Veflels of about . 
three hundred tons burthen can come up to load at 
the quay. 

Purfuing the rail-road I arrived, after a walk of 
about two hours, at 
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Lord Penrhyn's Slate Quarries, 

Which are in a place called Braich y Cafn, in the 
mountains on the fouth-weft fide of Nant Frangon, 
Here I found feveral immenfe openings, with fides 
and bottoms as rude as imagination can paint, that 
had been formed in the getting of the flate. On 
firft furveying them, a degree of furprize is excited 
how fuch yawning chafins could have been formed 
by any but the immediate c^rations of nature; 
and even on more mature refiedxon our afioniih- 
ment at the efforts' of man does not altogether 
fubfide. But-^ it is alfo within the laft twelve years 
that this has been chiefly effefted, for, previous to 
that period, the quarries fcarcely produced to lord 
Penrhyn above fix or eight guineas a year, Ibme of 
his tenants here having a leafe of the eftate for 
twenty-one years, at the fmall rent of only a guinea 
a year each. The unexpired part of this leafe his 
lordfhip purchafed when he firft determined to get 
the ffates to a greater extent himfelf. When he 
firft came into poffeflion of his property in Wales, 
the quarries were in fo loAy a ftate, that the annusJ 
exports did not exceed a thoufand tons : on all his 
eftates in Nant Frangon there were but three carts, 
and the roads were altogether fo bad as to be almoft 
impaifable. 

As a place to engage the attention of the tourift, 
few will be foimd more worthy than this quarry, 
which, even in fingularity of appearance, great 

V 2 depthf, 
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depth, and the rude forms of the remaining rock^, 
will fcarcely be found inferior to the copper- mines 
in Ariglefea. The buille of the workmen on the 
various ledges, the breaking up of the ftrata, and 
the noifes of fplitting and fhaping, with at intervals 
the roar of a blaft, and th« fubfequent crafhofthe 
pieces, tbrowa in every direOion, will be novel to 
moft of the travellers through this countr)\ 
;. Nearly oppofite to the quarry is a fmall public 
boufiy where the traveller may obtain fuch poor, 
yet acceptable refrefhment, as the neighbourhood 
affords, viz* bacon, eggs, and alej : and he will find 
Jthe inhabitants, at leaft equally cleanly, with any 
among the mountains.— -In different parts around 
are fcattered the white- wafhed cottages of the work- 
men, built from the defigns of Mr. Wyatt, and on 
the exterior, affording at a little diftance, an air 
of .confiderable neatnefs and comfort, but from the 
Jbroken windows, and the ragged and filthy appear- 
ance of the children of two or three into which 
I ventured to put my head, nothing but the extreme 
of wrptchedpefs and poverty could be fuppofed to 
>jfeign within.. 

. By the road-fide not far diflant, lord Penrhyn 
has erefted a large mill for the purpofe of fawing 
the flate into flabs, for grave ftones, cottage hearths, 
mantle pieces, fences, &c. 

Defcending from the flate quarry, I croffed the 
ro^d to vifit lady Penrhyn's grounds at 

Ogw£n 
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Ogwen Bank, 

Of which a Welfli writer has faid, though perhaps 
fomewhat afFeftedly, that " *tis an acre of Tcmpe 
among the rocks of Norway T^ In thefe grounds 
there is a fmall ornamental building containing ;ai 
dining-room and fuch other accommodations as are 
necefTary for the family or their friends in their 
vifits to the quarry. In front of. this the ftream of 
the river Ogwen breaks in a fmall cafcade among 
the rocks. The grounds are laid out in too gay 
a ftile to accord with the bleaknefs of the furround- 
ing mountain fcenery, yet prejudice itfelf ihuil 
allow that it is on the whole a moft delightful 
fpot. . ' 

I do not remember from what exad point it was 
that the fumpiit of the celebrated mountain 

Carnedd Llewelyn 

Was pointed out to me : it, however, appeared in a 
direftion exadly weft, and in a ftraight line, was 
fcarcely more than three miles diftant* Except Snowr 
dcm, which ^exceeds it not more than fifteen or twepty 
yards, this is the higheft of the Welfli mountains. 
Its rocks are faid to afford to the botanift numerous 
alpine plants, but one in particular, Ajuga alpina^ that 
has not hitherto been elfewhere found in Wales. — : 
The neighbouring inhabitants have a tradition, that 
formerly a giant called ^Rhitta had his refiderM:j2 on 

N 3 this 
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this mountain, and, as in all other ftories of giants, 
that he was the terror of the whole country. 
They even aflfert that he wore a garment Woven 
from the beards of feveral of the princes and mod 
redoubted warriors whom he had flain in combat. 
—Taking leave of our giant and his refidence at 
the fame time, I fhall defcend into the rude moun- 
tain vale of 

Nant Frangon, 

The Beaver^s Hollow. : This tremendous glen is 
deftitute of wood, and almoft even of cultivation, 
except in a narrow flip of meadow, that lies 
along its bottom. The fides, however, which are 
truly. 

Huge hills that hcap'd in crowded order {land> 

fufficiently repay their want of verdure, by the 
pleafmg and fantaftic appearance of the rocks that 
compofe them. Thefe rife abruptly from their 
bafe, and ftretch their barren pomts into the douds, 
unvaried with trees or flirubs, and uncheered even 
by the cottager's hut. 

In the year 1685, P^^^ ^f ^ ^^^^ of one of the 
impending cliffs at the upper end of this vale, 
became fo undermined by ftorms and rain, that, 
loofing its hold, it fell down in feveral immenfe 
maffes, and in its paffage along one of the fteep 
and fliaggy cliffs, diflodged fome hundreds of (*ther 
pieces. Many of thefe were intercepted in their 

pragrefs 
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progrefs into the vale, but fo much forced its way 
to the bottom a^ entirely deftroyed a fmall piece 
of meadow ground, and feveral of the fragments 
w^ere thrown at leaft two hundred yards afunder. 
In this accident one great (tone, the biggeft re- 
maining piece of the upper rock^ made in its 
defcent, a trench as large as thofe in which the 
mountain ftreams ufually run : this is yet pointed 
out by the inhabitants of the vale. When it came 
down to the plain^ it continued its paflTage through 
a fmall meadow, and acrofs the river Ogwen, and 
lodged itfelf'on the oppofite bank. 

There are many places in Wales that have re- 
ceived their appellation from the beaver, but par- 
ticularly feveral pools called Ltyn yr Avangc, or 
Beaver* f Pools. Thefe naturally lead us to fuppofe 
that, forhe centuries ago, the beaver was found 
wild in the neighbourhood of fuch places. Indeed 
Giraldus Cambrenfis, in his Itineraritim Cambria^ 
written about the year 1188, has afferted that this 
was the cafe; and he mentions that beavers were 
found in confiderable numbers about one of the 
rivers in Cardiganfhire. , They were called by the 
Welfli, with peculiar propriety, Lloft-Lydan, or the 
Broad-Tailed AnwiaU ; and in the early centuries 
the fldns conftituted one of the chief articles of 
finery that the Britons pofleffed, and were valued at 
a price five or fix times greater than that of any 
other animals. 

N 4 . The 
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The mountains at the upper end of this vale 
form a fcene fmgularly grand: on each fide the 
hollow appears guarded by a huge conical rock, 
Trivaen on the right, and Braich Dii on the left. 
Thefe, with Glyder Bach and Glyder Vawr, The 
Lejfer and Greater Glyder^ and fome others, fill up 
the diftance, and fo clofe the vale, that no accefs 
could poffibly be fuppofed to be had from beyond 
them *. 

Waterfalls of Ben Glog. 

At the end of the vale the road winds up a 
fteep rock, betwixt Trivaen and Braich DA, called 
Ben Glog. And from the bottom, at the diftance 
of about half a mile on the left, may be feen the 
three falls of the Ogwen. Thefe are called Rhaiadr 
Benglog, The Catarads of Benglog\^ and they are 
fo fine that the traveller in fearch of romantic 
fcenery will be highly gratified by vifiting them. 
I defcended from the road into the bottom of the 
vale, and went along the bank of the river till 
I arrived at the foot of the lower catarafl* Here 

* Near this place, by a little gothic cottage, there is a fmall 
hone quarry. The ftones obtained here are faid to equal the 
Turkey hones in quality. Thefe are taken to a mill at Llan- 
dygai to be fawn and ground into fhape. When I was here, 
the quarry was worked by only a fingle man. 

t ^^f^g^^g fignifics a fkult ; and the name is here taken from 
the appearance of the rocks. 

the 
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die ftream roared with vaft fury, and in one Iheet 
of foam, down an unbroken and almofl: perpen- 
dicular rock. The fun fhone direftly upon it, and 
a prifmatic bow was beautifully formed by the fpray. 
The tremendous roar of the water, and the broken 
and uncouth difpofition of the immediately fur- 
rounding rocks, added greatly to the intereft of the 
fcene.— -After a while I climbed a rocky deep to 
the fecond or middle fall. Here the river is pre- 
cipitated, in a fine ftream, through a chafm between 
two perpendicular rocks that each rife feveral yards 
above. From the ftation 1 took, the immenfe 
mountain Trivaen was feen to fill up the wide 
fpace at the top, and to form a rude and fublime 
diftance, heightened greatly in effeft by a dark 
aerial tint arifing from the extreme heat of the day^ 
and the lowering clouds that were floating around 
it. The maffes of black rocks, furrounded by 
foam, near the top of the fall, I could have fancied 
were floating^ along the torrent, and rufhing to the 
bottom. The ftream widens as it defcends, and 
below paffes over a flanting rock, which gives it a 
Tomewhat different direftion. In the foreground 
was the rugged bed of the ftream, and the water 
was feen to dafti in various diredtions among the 
broken maffes of rock. — ^The third cataraft, to 
which I now clambered, I foimd very grand and 
majeftic, yet by no means equal to either of the 
former. — ^Thefe waterfalls are fcarcely known in the 
adjacent country, and have been unaccountably 
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omitted even in Mr. Pennant's Tour, although this 
gentleman accurately defcribes moil of th^ fcenery 
around them. 

Leaving the falls, the trouble of vifiting which 
had been amply repaid by the pletifure I had 
derived from them, I regained the road. — On crolT. 
ing the upper end of the vale, I was delighted with 
^ very beautiful and unexpeded view for nearly 
its whole length, where the mountains down each 
fide appeared, to a great diftance, falling off in 
beautiful perfpeftive. 

Y Trivaen, 

The Three Summits ^ fo called from its appearing on 
one fide to have three feparate heads, forms, as I 
have before faid, the right boundary of this ex- 
tremity of the hollow. It is fingular from having 
on its higheft point two tall upright (tones, which 
from below have the appearance of two men fland- 
ing together. Thefe are each about fourteen feet 
high, and they are not more than a yard and a half 
afunder. So exaQ: is their refemblance to human 
figures, (for the eye does not take cognizance of 
their diftance, and confequently their real fize is 
not difcovered,) that I am by no means furprized 
at the circumflance of many travellers having been 
deceived in fancying them a Welfh tourift and his 
guide. I was credibly infornied that one gentle- 
man who was on horfeback, ftopped by the edge of 

Llyn 
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Llyn Ogwen, (for this is the place from whence 
aion^they can be feen,) near half, an hour to watch 
their 'motions ; l^ut being fomewhat fooner fatisfied 
with gazing at them than he thought they were at 
the furrounding country, he rode on to Capel 
Curig, where he related the circumftance, adding 
an expreffion of furprize at their remaining fo long 
on one fpot. The people at the public houfe 
laughed heartily at the joke, and immediately un- 
deceived him. A gentleman of my acquaintance, 
alfo, who laft fummer was in the country, related 
to me fome particultirs of his journey, and among 
other things told me, that having paiTed through 
Nant Frangon a little way, he obferved on the top 
of one of the mountains two men that feemed 
very eameftly engaged in admiring the country. 
He faid, that dthough he went on very flowly, 
and was conftantly looking back at them, till an 
intervening rock fhut them from his fight, yet 
they ftiH remained in the fame pofition. This flory 
"Wds told lb ferioufly, that it was not without dif- 
ficulty I could keep my countenance to hear it to 
the end ; and even whea I had, I could fcarcely 
perfuade him that his men were nothing but blocks 
of ftone *. 

* Thi^ moontain will be mone particiUarly dcfcribed in an 
cnfaing chapter. 
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Llyn Ogwen, 

The fource of the litde rhrer Ogwen, is a tolerable 
large pool, for it does not deferve the appellation of 
lake, well flocked with trout, and fome other kinds 
of filh common to mountain pools. — ^Near this place 
the fcenery changes its rough afpeft, and aflumes 
SL more placid, but ftill rude character, which it 
retains for fome nules* 

New Road* 

An ad of parliament was laft year obtained for 
forming a road from near Llanrwft to Bangor 
Ferry, on which the mail-coach from London tq 
Holyhead now runs. Till within thefe few years, 
the road along thefe vales was a mere horfe-path, 
and that one. of the worft in the country. To the 
Kberality and public fpirit of lord Penrhyn it is 
that the public are indebted for the commencements 
and for half the execution of this ufefub unden. 
taking, for the road from Bangor Ferry to Capel 
Curig was made a few years ago at his ' lordfliip's 
own expence. The principal advantages of this 
new road confift in having upwards of ten mile$ 
faved (in thirty-eight) betwixt Capel Voelas and 
Bangor Ferry ; and .in its going almoft entirely 
along vallies in the moft mountainous and romantic 
parts of North Wales, and thus avoiding the im- 
menfc fteeps of Penmaen Mawr and Sychnant. 

There 
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There is only one material declivity, that of Ben 
Glog, (betwixt Llyn Ogwen and Nant Frahgon,) 
the whole w?iy. The principal objeftion to the 
road feems to arife from the circumftance of im» 
menfe drifts of fhow in winter rolling down from 
the mountains into the vallies, and at times entirely 
blocking up the paflage, againft which, unhappily, 
there can be no remedy. 
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CHAP. XII. 

Bangor to Caernarvok. 

line Scenery. — Caernarvon, -^^Exten/ive ProJpeS, — LlaniuhJtc 
Church. — Harbour, — Caernarvon Cajlle, — Birth of Edward, 
frjl Prince of Wales. -^^Hlflory of Caernarvon Cqfile,'^ Privileges 
and Government of the Town. — The fourteen Privileges of the 
Men ofArvon, — Segontium. — Roman Mode of Building, — Briti/h 
Court, — jfumpers,'^Ohfervatious on the Caiifes of Methodifm. 

LoNO before I had conceived the thought of 
making a tour through Wales, I had been told 
much in praife of the ride from Bangor to Caer- 
narvon. It had invariably been reprefented to me 
as affording more exquifite fcenery than almoft any 
other part of the country. — ^For four miles I faun- 
tered along from the inn, expefting every moment 
to be delighted with a profpeft of thefe boafted 
fcenes, and was indulging fome refle£tions, not 
altogether favourable to the tafte and judgment of 
my informers, when, on a fudden turn of the ix>ad, 
the ftraits of Menai, the well wooded iiland of 
Anglefea, and beyond thefe the far diftant Rival 
mountains on one fide, opened inta a placid fcene, 
whilft the black precipices and Ihagged fides of the 
rocks of Caemarvonfliire on the other, formed a 
moft delightful contraft. This tranfition was fo 

momentary p. 
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momentary, that it feemed aimoft the effed of 
enchanttn^t. Proceeding onward, the town and 
caftle of Caernarvon after a while entered the fcene, 
and completed a landfcape one of the moft charming 
I ever beheld. 

At Caernarvon I went to the hotel, an inn built 
a few years ago by the earl of Uxbridge on a very 
extenfive fcale. It is an elegant ftone building 
ftanding on the left of the entrance into the town, 
a little above the Menai, of which it commands an 
extended prpfpeft. This inn affords the beft of 
accommodations; but in fo large a houfe, where 
an eftablifhment is to be kept through the whole 
year for the fake of only three of four of the 
fummer months, the tourift muft not be furprized 
in finding the charges fomewhat higher than in the 
Weljh inns.! — ^Any perfon fond of the water may 
here be accommodated with a little decked veffel 
containing two beds, and a cabiijk capable of holding 
about ten perfons. The charge for it is a guinea 
a day. . 

Caernarvon * 

Is, on the whple, by much the moft beautiful town 
in North Wales. It is fituated on the eaftem 
bank of the Menai, the ftrait that divides the iflc 
of Anglefea from the other parts of Wales, and is 

* This name is properly Caer yn Arfon, which figntfies a 
walled town in the diftriA oppofite to Anglefea : j4r Jon or 
Ar man implies oppofite to Mona. 

a place 
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2 place extremely well adapted to afford during 
fummer a few months retreat for a thinking .mind 
from the bufy fcenes of the world. — ^Its fituation 
between the mountains and the ifland renders it a 
convenient place of refidence for travellers who 
wilh to vifit both. 

The walls round the town are even yet nearly 
entire, and, as Well as the caftle, feem to bear 
much the fame external appearance which they did 
in the time of their founder Edward L They 
have in them a number of round towers, and two 
principal gates, entrances to the town. Over one 
of thefe is a fpacious room, which is ufed as the 
town-hall, and in which the dancing affemblies are 
frequently held. — ^The houfes are, for the moft 
part, tolerably regular, but the ftreets, as in all 
other ancient towns, are very narrow and confined^ 
*— On the outfide of the walls there is a broad 
and very pleafant terrace walk along the fide of the 
Menai, extending from the quay to the north end 
of the town walls, which is the. fafliionable pro- 
menade, in fine evenings, for all defcriptions of 
people. — ^The court-houfe, in which the great fef- 
fions for the county are held, and where all the 
county bufinefs is done, ftands nearly oppofite to 
-the caftle gates. — ^The cuftom-houfe, a fmall and 
mean building, is on the outfide of the walls, not 
far from the quay. 

From the top of Tuthill, the rock beyond the 
hotel, I bad an excellent bird's-eye view of the 

8 town- 
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town. From hence the caftle, and the whole of 
the town walls, are feen to the greateft advantage ; 
and, on a fiiie day, the ifle of Anglefea, bounded 
on two fides by the Holyhead, and Paris moun- 
tains, appears fpread out like a map beneath the. 
eye. Sometimes, even the far diftant mountains of 
Wicklow may be feen towering beyond the channel. 
On the oppofite fide to thefe is the fine and varied 
range of Britifh Alps, where Snowdon, yhofe 

, Hoary head^ 
Confpicuous many a league^ the mariner^ 
Bound homeward^ and in hope already there^ 
Greets, with three cheers, exulting, 

is feen to far overtop the reft. 

Caernarvon is in the parilh of Llanbubllc, and 
the church is fituated about half a mile from 
the town. In this, which contains nothing curi- 
ous excq)t a marble monument, with two recum- 
bent figures of fir William and lady Griffith, of 
Penrhyn, who died in^the year 1587, the fervice is 
always performed in the Welfh language. There 
is an Englifh fervice every Sunday morning and 
afternoon, in the chapel of eafe to this church, 
fituated in the north-weft comer of the town wails, 
and formerly built for the ufe of the garrifon. The 
former of thefe is generally very well attended. . 

At Caernarvon there is a fmall, but tolerably 
good harbour. This is ufed principally by the 
vefTels that trade there for flates, of which, many 
thoufand tons are exported every year to different 

o parts 
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parts of the kingdom. Thefe flates are brot^hf 
from Cilgv/yn, The White Recefs^ in the parifli of 
Llanllyfnij Cefyn Du, The Black Ridge, in the 
parilh of Llanrug : and Allt Du, The Black Cliffy 
in the mountairxs on the north-eaft fide of the poob 
ofLlanberis. 

Caernarvon Castle* 

The entrance into this ftiipendous monvrtneHt of 
ancient grandeur is through a lofty gateway, over 
which is yet left a mutilated figure, fuppofed by 
mofl writers to be that .of Edward 1/ In this gate 
there are the grooves of no fewer than four port- 
cullifes, evidences of the former ftr^ngth of the 
fortrefs. The building is large but irregular, and 
much more fliattered within, than, from viewing it 
on the outfide, one would be led to imagine. The 
towers are chiefly octagonal, but three or four of 
them have each ten fides : among the latter is the 
Eagle Tcmjevy the largeft and by far the moft elegant 
in the whole building. This tower, which received 
its name from the figure of an eagle yet left 
(though fomewhat mutilated) at the top of it, fl:ands 
at one end of the oblong court of the caftle, and 
has three handfome turrets iffuing from it. 

It was in the Eagle Tower that Edward, the firft 
prince of Wales, afterwards Edward II., was bora 
on St. Mark's day, the 125th of April 1284 *• 

• Matt. Wei 372. 

Pennant 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BAKGOR TO CAERNARVON. 1 95 

Pennant fays, that the prince was brought forth 
^* in a little dark room not twelve feet long, nor 
eight in breadth/* This affertion he alleges to be 
founded on tradition, btit I cannot conceive how that 
gentleman fhould retain the opinion after he had once 
examined the place. This room has indeed had a 
windov/ and a fire-place in it, but it very evidently 
was nothing more than a paffage-room to fome of 
the other apartments, which, though nearly the mofl 
magnificent in the caftle, muft, during the queen's 
confinement, have been fliut up as ufclefs. There 
feems to me no doubt, but that, when Edward fent 
for his queen from England, he provided for her 
a more magnificent bed-chamber than this, which, 
befides being extremely inconvenient at fuch a time, 
muft, from its fmallnefs alone, hav'e been exceed- 
ingly unhealthful. If the prfnce was born in the 
Eagle Tower, it muft have been in one of the 
rooms, occupying in width the whole infide, in an 
apartment fuitable to the majefty of the heir appa- 
rent to the Englifh throne, and not as boneft 
Coleforks, who has the care of the caftle, and 
who pointed out to me the place, faid, ^' in fuch a 
dog-hole as this/' — From the top of the Eagle 
Tower I was highly gratified by a very extenfive 
view of the ifle of Anglefea, the Menai, and the 
country for many miles round. 

At the other end of the court, and oppofite to 
this tower, is a gate called the Queen's Gate. 
This is laid to be that through which the faithful 

o 2 Eleanor 
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Eleanor, queen of Edward I., firft entered the caftl^* 
It appears to have been guarded by two portcul- 
lifes, and it anciently had a communication with 
the outfide of the caftle by means of a draw-bridge 
over a deep moat. At prefent it is confiderably 
above the level of the ground, owing probably to 
the moat having been filled up with earth from this 
part. 

The ftate apartments are larger, and appear to 
have been much more commodious, than any of 
the others. The windows were wide, and not in- 
elegant for the times. On the outfide, the building 
containing thefe apartments is fquare, but I was 
furprized, on going into them, to find all the rooms 
perfeftly polygonal, the fides being formed out of 
the vaft thicknefs of the walls. — ^The floors and flair* 
cafes throughout the caftle are, except one or two^ 
beaten in and demoUfhed. 

A narrow gallery, or covered way, formerly ex- 
tended round this fortrefs, by which, during a fiege, 
a communication could be had with the other parts 
without danger. On one fide this gallery remains 
yet undemoUfhed. It was next to the outer wall, 
and was lighted by narrow flits that ferved as fictions, 
from whence arrows, and other miflile weapons, 
could be discharged with advantage upon the enemy. 

The caftle occupies the whole weft end of the 
town; and was a place of fuch ftrength, as, before 
the introduftion of artillery, to withftand the -moft 
fmious attacks of an enemy. The exterior walls 

are 
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are in general about nine feet thick. It is bounded 
on two fides by water: the third fide appears to 
have been defended by a ditch, and the fourth was 
towards the town, where probably the fame ditch 
might formerly have been continued. 

From a heap of rubbifli near the end of the court 
oppofite to the Eagle Tower, an echo may be heard 
which repeats feveral fyllables very diftindly. There 
is only a fingle reverberation, and it comes from 
fome part of that tower. 

Caernarvon caftle, it has very juftly been ob- 
ferved, from whatever point, or at whatever diftance 
. it is viewed, has a romantic Angularity, and an air 
of dignity that commands an awe, at the fame time 
that it pleafes the beholden Its ivy-clad walls ap- 
pear in fome parts to be going faft to decay, while 
in others they even yiet retain their ancient exte- 
rior. 

It is more than probable that the town of Caer- 
narvon had its origin in the Roman city of Segon- 
tium, about half a mile diflant, and that it is not, 
as many have fuppofed, indebted for its name to 
Edward I., for the fort in Arvon^ or in the hundred 
oppofite to Anglefea, as the name indicates, would 
apply with equal propriety to the ancient city, as to 
this more modem fortrefs. The town, however, 
there is no doubt, was the creation of Edward, 
and it was moft probably formed principally from 
the ruins of the old flation. 

o 3 His. 
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History of Caernarvon Castle. 

After this politic monarch had fubdued the WeHh, 
he began to think of fecuring his conquefls by 
erefting feveral ftrong holds in different parts of 
Wales. And as it appeared to him that Caernar* 
yonfhire, on account of its mountains and moraffes, 
was a country very likely to encourage infurreftions, 
he determined to guard as much as poflib^e againft- 
fucb, by erefting the caftles of Conwy and Caer- 
narvon, two of the ftrongefl in the whole princi- 
pality *. 

We are informed by Mr. Pennant, from the 
authority of the Sebright manufcripts, that Edward 
began this caftle in the beginning of 1283, and 
completed it within that yearf. A record, how- 
ever, formerly belonging to the exchequer of Caer- 
narvon, ftates decifively that it occupied twelve 
years in building. The revenues of the archbi- 
fhopric of York, which about that time was vacant, 
were applied towards defraying the expences J. 

The reafon of the queen of Edward I. being 
brought here to bring forth her child, I have aU 
ready mentioned in the account of the village of 
Rhyddlan. 

Very few events relative to Caernarvon ^or its 
caftle have been given to pofterity. In an infur- 
reftion of the Welfli, during a fair, in the year 

# 

* Parte, a. 196. f Pennant, ii. 215. J Grofc, vii. 8. 
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1294, the town was fuddenly attacked: after the 
furrender it was fet on fire, and all the Engli(h 
found within the walls were murdered in cool 
blood*. — ^This place, in 1404, was blockaded by 
Owen Glyndwr*s adherents, but was bravely de- 
fended for the king by Jevan ap Meredydd and 
Meredydd ap Hwlkin Llwyd of Glyn Llivon in 
Evionedd. During the fiege Jevan died in the 
caftle, and his body was conveyed out privately by 
fea to be buried in his parifh church of Llanvi- 
hangel. Owen's men, at length finding all their 
efforts to take the caftle fruitlefs, thought proper 
to raife the fiege, and retire to harafs the Englifli 
in fome other quarter f- 

After the conqueft of Wales by Edward L, a 
court of chancery and exchequer was inftituted at 
Caernarvon for the government of the northern 
divifion of the principality. This court was holden 
ill: tl|e caftle, and the judge was empowered to 
hear and determine caufes of every defcription* 
In cafe of error of judgment, appeal was made 
either to what was' denominated an efpecial juftice 
of itiiierance, or to the parliament of England, 
but in no cafe to the Englilh courts of juftice at 
Weftmittft^r J. 

* Hen*, de Knyghton, 2502. Tho. Walfhingham, 26. Ho- 
linflied, ii. 273, 

t Plas Gwyn MSS. 

J Cotton MSS. in the Britifh Mufciun ; Fttetlius^ C. i. 

" , 04 The 
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The firfl governor of the caftle appointed by 
Edward, had a falary of two hundred marks, from 
which he was to fupport his own family, and 
to keep eighty men, of whom fifteen were to be- 
(killed in the ufe of the crofs-bow, one was to be 
the chaplain, one the furgeon, and another the 
fmith. Subfequent to this period, when the con- 
ftable of the caftle was alfo captain of the town, 
he had ufually fixty pounds per annum^ but fome- 
times only forty: even in the 44th of Elizabeth 
the conftable of the caftle had no more than fixty 
pounds a year. The regular garrifon allowed was 
only twenty-four foldiers, but in cafes of emergency 
others no doubt were fent to their aid, as this 
number muft have been much too fmall to withftand 
any vigorous attack *• 

Caernarvon was^feized in the year 1644, for the 
parliament, by captain Swanly, who took at the 
fame time four hundred prifoners, and ^ ^^ 
quantity of arms and ammunition f. It taufl; 
have been foon afterwards retaken; for, in the 
following year, I find it ampngft the caftles that 
were fortified for the king J. Lord Byron wa3 
appointed governor, but, on its being attacked in 
1646 by general Mytton and general Langhprn, 
he furrendered it on honourable terms §. 

• Cotton MSS. Pennant, 11. 216. f Whitdock, 87. 
I Ruftiwortbi part xv. vol. i. p. 21. J Whitdock, 208. 
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General Mytton and colonel Mafon were befieged 
l^ere in 1648 by fir John Owen with a fmall force 
confifling of only a hundred and fifty horfe, and 
a hundred and twenty foot foldiers; and it is by 
no means improbable that the bravery of this hand- 
ful of men would have been crowned with fuccefs, 
had not notice been brought to fir John that a 
confiderable detachment from the parliament's army 
were on their march to join Mytton. He imme- 
diately drew off his troops from the caftle, anJ 
determinately marched to attack them. The two 
forces met on the lands betwixt Conwy and Bangor, 
and, after a furious encounter, his party was routed, 
thirty of his men were killed, and himfelf, and 
about a hundred others, were taken prifoners. 
After this conteft, the whole of North Wales be- 
came fubje£t to the parliament *• 

The property of Caernarvon caftle is at prefent 
in the crown. It was formerly held by the Wynnes 
pf Glyhllivon anti Gwydir, the Bulkeleys of Baron 
Hill, and the Moftyns of Gloddaeth f. 

The Privileges and Government of the 
^ Town. 

Edward I. granted to thi^ place many privileges 
and.immuiiitics to feduce, no doubt, if he could, 
the inhabitants intp his intereft. The principal of 

• Rudiwo th, part iv. vol. 11. p. 1146. Whitelock^ 311* 
f Grofe, vii> 9. 

thefe 
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tfiefe were, that Caettiarvon fhould be a free bo- 
rough ; that the conftable of the caftle fhoiild, for 
the time beiiig, be mayor of the town ; and that the 
bUrgefles might eleft two bailiffs. He allowed the 
inhabitanjts to have their own prifon for all petty 
©ffences, which prifon was not to be fubjeft to the 
fiieriff* They had alfo a merchant's guild, with this 
privilege, that if the - bondfman of any perfon 
belonging - to it dwelt within this - town, having 
kiids, and paying fcot and lot for a year and a 
day, after that time he fhould not be claimed by 
Jbis lord^ but fhould remain free in the town. , The 
uihabitants were, befides, exempt throughout the 
kingdom from toll, kftage, pafTage, murage, pbntage,' 
ftallage, danegelt, and from all other cuftoms and 
impofitions whatfeever : and by the charter that gave 
to them thefe immunities, it was ordered that no Jewsf 
ftiould be perftHtted to refide within the borough *. 
The burgeffes of Caernarvon had aHb this very* 
peculiar privflege, that none of thtem could be con^' 
vifted of any crime between the » rivers Coriwy" 
and Dovey, but by a jury of their own townf. 
ment* 

The place is at prefect governed by a mayor, 
one alderman, two bailiffs, a town-clerk, and two 
ferg^ants . at mace. — ^The reprefentative in parlia- 
ihent is elefted by, the burgeffes, in conjtuiftion 
with thofe of Pwllheli, Nefyn, and Criccieth. The 

* Grofe, vli. 9. f Pennanta ii, a^i8. 
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fight of voting IS in every one refident or non- 
refident, who has been admitted to his freedom *. 

Whilft I am fpeaking of the privileges of the 
town of Caernarvon, it will not be improper to 
mention alfo ' 

The Fourteen Privileges of the Men of 
Arvon. 

Thefe originated in an expedition undertaken by 
Rhun ap Maelgwn prince of North Wales, at the 
head of his army, to fettle fome aflFairs near the 
borders of Scotland. Being detained there a much 
longer time than he expefted, the men of Arvon's 
wives concluded that their hufbands had all been 
flain, and united themfelves with the fervants-. 
On their return the foldiers were foon informed 
of the unfaithfulnefs of their wives, for their neigh- 
bours being obliged to yield priority to the men of 
Arvon, and detefting their pride, took the firft 
opportunity to ridicule and expofe them. Rhun, 
to palliate the difgrace, and recompence their great 
fervices, honoured them with fourteen privileges 
above their fellow foldiers. Thefe are found in a 
Welfli manufcript (about looo years old) intitled 
the " Triades of the Ifle of Britain.*' Two of the 
privileges have been obliterated, the remaining 
twelve are as follow : 

I. That the hufband (hould have priority over his wife in the 
choice of horfes, fwine, and geefe, and in the choice of two 
pxen of the cattle, and a cart load of houfchold utcnfils. 

• Pennant, ii. 219. 

2. That 
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2. That the men of Arvon ihould lead the vanguard of the 
army of North Wales. 

5, That their beads (hould be free from toll. 

4. That they fhould fettle the boundaries of all the hundreds 
joining upon Arvon. 

5. If any variance happened -between two of the nine manors 
of Arvon, that the remaining feven, without the interference of 
any othersv ftiould end the ftrife. 

6. That there (hould be no beadle or bailiff In their hundred. 

7. That the men of Arvon (hould have the right of fidiing in 
the three principal rivers which arc in it. 

8. That they (hould not be tied to the hand-mill *. 

9. That in their proceedings at law there (hould be no delay.. 

10. That they (hould not be obliged to pay for the horfes 
of ftrairgera, or of the minftrels on their annual circuits. 

Ji. That when they come to the palace of the prince, they 
ought not to go out for their lodging. 

12. That whoever fettled in Arvon, and lived within it for a 
•year and a day, even though he were an alien, (hould have all 
the liberties of an inborn or denizen. 

About half a mile fouth of Caernarvon there are 
yet to be feen a few walls, the fmall remains of 

Segontium t. 

The ancient Roman city, mentioned in the Itinerary 
of Antoninus. This appears to have been the 
principal ftation that the Romans had in North 

• The meaning of this is, that they (liould not be compelled, 
as flaves, to grind com at the hand-mills of the princes, or 
great men. 

t This place, is called by the Wel(h Caer Cufleint^ the Fort 
of Conftantine, and Caer Segont^ the Furt of the river Seiont. 

Wales^ ^ 
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Wales, all the reft being only fubordinate ftations. 
It received its name from the river Seiont, which 
rifes in the lower lake of Llanberis, pafles under 
the walls, and difcharges itfelf into the Menai near 
Caernarvon caftle. Its form was an oblong ; and it 
appears originally to have occupied about fix acres 
of ground. The road which leads from Caernarvon 
to Beddgelert now divides it into two parts. 

Not far from hence was the fort which belonged 
to it : this was alfo of an oblong figure, and ftood 
upon about an acre of ground. The walls are at 
prefent about eleven feet high, and fix in thick- 
nefs, and at each corner there has formerly been a 
tower. 

The Romans conftruded their walls in a manner 
very different from that at prefent in ufe. They 
firft placed the ftones in order one upon another, 
generally in two courfes, the one regular, and the 
other zigzag. They then poured boiling mortar 
upon them, which, from its Surdity, infinuated itfelf 
into ail the hollows of the work, and thus bound 
the irregular pieces of ftone, they frequently ufed, 
into a folid and moft durable wall. The mortar 
of the walls of Segontium has, at this time, almoft 
the hardnefs of ftone. 

Along the walls are three parallel rows of circular 
holes, each nearly three inches in diameter, which 
pafs through the whole thicknefs: and at^the ends 
are others of a fimilar kind. Much learned con- 
jefture has been employed as to the original defign 

1 ;- ■ ^' ■ of 
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of thefe holes. Some antiquaries have fuppofed 
them to have been ufed for difcharging arrows 
through at an enemy, but their great length and 
narrownefs render it impofEble that this fhould ever 
have been the cafe. Others have fancied they might 
have been left, in the walls to admit air for the 
purpofe of hardening the liquid cement that was 
poured in ; but this cannot have been fo, fince 
there are fuch at Salifbury that appear to have been 
clofed with (lone at the ends, and others have been 
£3und even below the natural furface of the ground 
at Manchefter. Mr. Whitaker, in his hiftory of 
that place, which is a work of confummate judg- 
ment and fcience, fays, that he by chance met with 
a hole that was accidentally laid open from end 
to end : this, he thought, difclofed the delign of all 
the reft, and he fuppofes, that as the Romans 
carried their ramparts upwards, they took off from 
the preffure on the parts below, ahd gave a greater 
ftrength to the whole, by turning little arches in 
their work, and fixing the reft of the wall upon 
them. At Scgontium, however, this cannot have 
been the cafe, for the holes are not only too fmall, 
but are at by far too great a diftance from each 
other to have been of any material ufe in lighteniilg 
the work. It appears to me (notwithftanding the 
drcumftance of holes of a fimilar defcrfption being 
faid to be found at Manchefter below the furface of 
the ground), that thefe were formed for 'no other 
purpofe than merely to bear the horizontal polea 

for 
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for refting the fcaffolding upon, neceffary in the 
building of the fabric : they may have been left 
unfilled up in order to admit air into the interior" 
of the work, or for fome other purpofe with 
which we are not now acquainted. I am the 
mor^ ftrongly inclined to this conje£lure from their 
being exaftly parallel, and the rows^ at a proper 
height above each other to admit the mafons to 
work. 

It was the opinion of Mr. Camden that this was 
the Setantiorum Porius of Ptolemy, but that place 
has been referred with greater propriety to the 
Neb of the Nefe, a high promontory in the river 
Ribble, about eight miles weQ: of Prefton in Lan- 
cafliire *. 

We are informed in the Flores Hiftoriarum, that 
the body of Conftantius, the father of Conftantine 
the Great,' was difcovered here in 1283, and after- 
wards interred in the adjoining church; although 
in another part of the fame work we are told that 
lie died at York f.. 

A chapel is faid to have been founded here by 
Helena, the daughter of Oftavius, duke of Corn- 
"wall. This was {landing fo lately as about a cen- 
tury ago |. 

During part of the fourth century the ifland of 
Angl^fea was fo dreadfully infefted with Irifh and 

* Whitaker's Hiftory of Maacheftcr, i. i8o. 182. 

t Matt. Wcftm. 130. and 371. J Rowlands, 165. 

. Pidilh 
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KffiA rovers that Cadwallo, then prince of Wales, 
unable to reftrain their proceedings, was reduced 
to the necefiity of removing the Britifh court from 
Aberfiraw, where it had been fixed about two hun* 
dred years before by Cafwallon law hir, Cafwallon 
the long-handed^ to Segontium. Here it was con- 
tinued about a century, till affairs became more 
fettled in the ifland, when it was again fixed at 
Aberffraw by Roderic the Great, whence it was 
never afterwards removed till the country became 
ftibjed to the Englifh crown *. 

Jumpers. 

Whilft I was at Caernarvon, I was induced fi:'om 
motives of curiofity, more than once to attend the 
chapel of a Angular branch of calviniftical me- 
thodifts, who, from certain enthufiaftical extrava- 
gancies which they exhibit in their religious meet- 
ings, are denominated Jumpers. Their fervice here 
is in the Welfli language, and, as among other 
met^odifts, commences and concludes with a prayer. 
It is not till the laft hymn is fung that any un* 
common fymptoms are exhibited. The tune con- 
fifts only of a fingle ftrairi, and the hymn having 
but one verfe, this verfels, in confequence, repeated 
oyer and over, fometimes for half an hour, and^ 
fometimes, if their fpirit of enthufiafm is much ex- 
cited, for upwards of an hour. With this begm 

• * Rowlands, 149. 172. 
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theii" motions. It is fung once or twice over with- 
out any apparent efFeQ:. The firft motion to bs 
obferved is that of the upper parts of their body 
front right to left. They then raife their hands, 
and often ftrike one hand violently againft the other. 
Such is the efFefl: produced even on ftrangers, 
that I confefs whenever I have been among them at 
thefe times, my intelleG:s became j};reatly confufed : 
the noife of their groaning and finging, or often- 
times rather bellowing, the clapping of their hands, 
the beating of their feet againft the ground, the ex- 
ceffive heat of the place, and the various motions on 
all fides of me, almo^ ftupified my fenfes. The lefs 
enthufiaftic move oflF foon after the hymn is begun : 
among thefe, every time I attended them, I obfervM 
the preacher to make one ; he always threw a filk 
handkerchief over his head, and, defcending from 
the pulpit, left his congregation to jump by them^ 
felves. At intervals the word " gogonlanf (praife 
or glory!) is frequently to be heard. The con* 
clufion of this extravagance, which beajps much 
more the appearance of heathen orgies, -than of the 
rational fpirit of Chriftian devotion, ha§ been de- 
fcribed by one of their own countrymen with more 
jfuftice than I am able to give to it. " The phrenfy 
(he fays)fo fiirfpreads, that to any qbfervation made 
to t&em, they feem altogether infenfible. Men and 
women indiscriminately, cry and l^ugh, jump and 
iing^ with th^ wildeft e;£tr^vagaace imaginable. 

p That 
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That their drefs becomes deranged, or the hair 
diflievelled, is no longer an objeft of attention. 
And their raptures continue, till, fpent with fatigue 
of mind and body, the women are frequently car- 
ried out in a ftate of apparent infenfibility. In 
thefe fcenes, indeed, the youthful part of the con- 
gregation are principally concerned, the more elderly 
generally contenting themfelves in admiring, with de- 
vout gratitude, what they deem the operations of the 
fpirit/* Their exertions on thefe occafions are fo 
violent, that were they often repeated in the week, 
the health of the people muft be materially affefted. 
When they leave the place, they often feem fo much 
exhaufted, as fcarcely to be able to fupport the 
weight of their bodies; and the hardeft labour* they 
could be employed in would not fo much wafte the 
animal fpirits, or weary their limbs, as an hour 
fpent in this religious frenzy. 

Befides thefe common meetings, they have their 
general affemblies, which are held twice or thrice 
in the year at Caernarvon, Pwllheli, and Bala, in 
rotation. At the latter meetings they fometimes 
affemble fo many as five or fix thoufand people^ 
who come from all parts of the adjacent country 
to liear the popular preachers. The general meet- 
ing at Caernarvon is holden in the open air, upon 
the green near the caftle. Here, not contented 
with their enthufiaftic extravagancies on the Ipot, 
many of the country people have been known to 

continue 
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continue them for three or four miles of their road 
home *. 

N After fo fer defcribing this fmgular fed of en- 
thufiafts, I may fairly be allowed a few obfervation* 
on the general increafe of methodifm, and on what 
appear to me the modes of conduft to be adopted 
in order to check the torrent that feems bearing 
forward to overwhelm us in its vortex, and that 
appears to ftrike deeply at the root of government, 
both in church and ftate. — ^In too many inftances 
the eftabliflied clergy muft blame themfelves for the 
influx of methodifm into their refpeftive parifhes. 
Buoyed up with the idea that the church is under 
the immediate proteftion of the ftate, they look on 
as idle fpeftators, and carelefsly watch the trap, 
into which, fome time or other, even they may 
themfelves fall. No one will contend thai the 
clergy have not the power of keeping the great 
body of the people united to them. Talent is cer- 
tainly not wanting, jis is evident from thq fuccefs 

* The following is an extradl from a letter, well deferving 
of notice, inferted in the Gentleman's Magazine, for September 
1799. It is dated from Denbigh, and has the fignaturc W. M. B. 
— ""What renders this fedl particularly dangerous is, that the 
preachers are, in general, inftruments of Jacobinifm, fent into 
this country to diifeminate their do^rines; and, I afFure yoi», 
that Paine's woris, and other books of the like tendency, have 
been iranjlated into IVej/by and fecretly dt/lnbuted about by the leaders 
of this JeEt^ Thefe are fa6la which may be depended on, and 
which are well known to many in this country as well as to 
myfelf" 

p 2 obtained 
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obtained by a fet of men, many of whom are aniong 
the moft ignorant and illiterate of the commumty. 
It is in too many inftances the want of inclination 
and induftry, on which the clergy fplit. The non- 
refidence of the beneficed clergy, and the paltry 
ftipends of the curates, equally aid the caufe of 
methodifm. Where a clergyman, to obtain a live- 
lihood, is imder the neceffity of ferving feveral 
churches, the duty, from the indivifibility of the 
perfon, is often hurried over with a careleffnefs that 
ill becomes the ambaflador of God. I could men- 
tion an inftance of a clergyman in one of the mid- 
land counties, ferving four cures, and teaching a 
fchool J and all this for little more than a hundred 
Jjounds a year. This perfon has to fupport a wife 
and children. — Religion^ in too many cafes, is 
made,' as an old writer has juftly obferved, "a 
ftalking-horfe for intereft and ambition j** the Iha- 
dow only is prefent, whilfl the fubftance is far 
removed. Hence the innumerable inftances of men 
who have enlifted under the banner of the ihepherd, 
and yet ftarve that flock which it is their^duty to 
feed.-^Another caufe is the neglefl: of public wor- 
ihip amcmg the higher clafles of the community. 
Examples are of elfential confequence in influencing 
the aflions of men ; and where the common people 
obferve that thejr fuperiors in knowledge and ftation 
are inat;tentiye to their duty, at leaft they have from 
,fhk drcumftajice fome colour for their pwn negleO:. 
^^i if be afferted that the methodifts increafe their 

numbers 
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numbers by the enthufiaftic rant which flows from 
their pulpits, and that it would ill becojtne the 
members of the eftablifhment to adopt fuch a mode 
of pre?iching, it is eafy to reply, that the clergy are 
too often contented with reading dry and tedious 
eflays on iliorality. The grand fubjeft of human 
redemption, and the iiiterefting do£hines of revela- 
tion, feem kept entirely in the back ground. Even 
Cicero would have preached as much to the purpofe 
as many of the Chriftian paftors of the prefent day. 
The irreverent mode in which the prayers are often 
read is alfo an evil that fliould be correfted. The' 
liturgy of our church, allowedly one of the fineft 
compofitions that ever flowed from the pen of man, 
is frequently hurried over in fuch a manner, that 
the only merit feems to confift in the expedition. 
The eameftnefs of diflfenters in their extemporary 
prayers, often affords a ftriking contraft to thisj 
which alone ^might induce fome converts. — ^If the 
clergy are fenfible of the danger to which the churcb 
may be expofed by the continued increafe of fed:a« 
ries, they fliould exert all their abiKties and alt 
their influence to bring their ilray fiieep again to the 
fold. They fliould, in the place of moral eflays, preach 
the gofpel of peace ; and they fliould prove that they 
are at leaft: as eameft for the welfare of their flock, 
as thpfe who endeavour to lead them afl:ray. — ^It has 
always appeared to me of eflential importance, where 
the fize of the parifli would admit of its being done, 
that the clergyman fliould make himfelf perfonally 
p 3 ^ acquainted 
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acquainted with all his parifhioners. This would 
unite them to him, and prevent any attempts at 
what is called their converfion. There is no doubt, 
whatever, but the clergy might have the utmoft 
influence in their refpeftive parifhes, if they only 
adopted the proper methods of obtaining it. — In 
pointing out thefe defeats in the church, I have 
done it in the moft anxious defire for its fafety 
and proteftion. To have errors expofed, is affuredly 
the bed mode of teaching how to avoid them ; and 
the benefits arifing to fociety from a religious efta- 
blifhment, are, in the prefent ftate of Chriflianity, 
of the utmofl importance. This was too fully 
proved during the unhappy contefts that took place 
a century and a half ago. If, therefore, I fay, the 
clergy would only exert their talents and influence, 
the wild zeal, and furious bigotry that lays fuch 
hold on the paflions of the illiterate part of the 
community, (which, it fhould ever be recollefted, 
forms the great mafs of the people,) would foon 
defeat the purpofes for which they are adopted. 
Piety, and the fleady principles of true religion, 
would flourifli in the face of all the eflForts of 
methodifm. Let the clergy but be united, and 
deferve the character which they have pledged 
themfelves to maintain, and every flruggle of our 
adverfaries to' overturn the efl:abliflied church will 
but tend to unite its parts, and fix it ftill more 
firmly on its foundation. 
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CHAP. XIIL 

Excursion from Caernarvon to Llanberis. 

^ale of Llanherti, — PtHurefque S^ne. — Road,-^Cwm y do. — 
Fine ProfpeS. — Defcrtption of a Wdjb CoUage. — Mode of getltng 
into a Houfe otherwife than through the Door. — Account of Mar^ 
garet Uch Evan, — Vale of Uanberh^ — Ltanheris Pools. — DoU 
hadarn Cajlle. — St. Padarn — Slate ^arry, — CataraS called 
Gaunaunt Mawr, — j^ount of B't/hop Goldman. — Anecdotes of 
Fotdke jfoneSi ^ Jingulariy flrong Man. — Copper Mine. — De- 
fcrlption of its Interior^ — Village of Llcmberis. — Public Houfes. 
'^Ad'venture in one of them. — Singular Elopement. — Church of 
Llanberis. — The Curate. — jiccount of a Weljh Funeral. — Well 
of St. Peris, — Anecdotes of Caddy ofCtvm Glds. — Cwm Glds. — 
Grand Scenery. — Immenfe Stone. — Gorphwysfa. 

The walk from Caernarvon to Llanberis, The 
Church of Perisj 2l village about ten miles diftant, 
I found, for the mod part, rugged and unpleafant. 
The road, for neso-ly half way, lies over a fiat 
barren country j and, beyond that, as far as Cwm 
y Clo, near the firft or lower lake, over mountain?, 
which, affording no varied profpeds, are ftill dull 
and uninterefting. But when I had paffed thefe, 
and was arrived in 
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The Vale of Llanberis*, 

A fcene prefented itfelf fo truly grand, that I do 
not recolleft one equal to it, even in the mod 
romantic parts of Weftmoreland or Cumberland, 
It reminded me mod of the fcenery about Ulfwater; 
but this view, though, much lefs extenfive, is ftiH 
more pifturefque than any thing I faw there. The 
bold and prominent rocks, which afcend almoft: 
immediately from th^ edges of the lakes, and tower 
into the iky, caft a pleafmg gloom upon the whole 
landfcape. The more dift'ant mountains of the vale, 
embofoming the mofs-grown village, with the mea- 
dowy flat around it, are feen retiring in lines 
crofl[ing behind in the mod pidurefque manner pof- 
fible, whilft the intermediate fpace, betwixt the 
village and the obferver, is filled up with a fmall 
lake, whofe waters, refledting the mountains which 
bound it, contrad their fombre hue, and render 
the fcene ftill more interefHng. I could almofl 
have fancied that nature untamed bore here an 
uninterrupted fway amidljt the gloom and grandeur 
of thefe dreary rocks, had not the filence been, 
at intervals, interrupted by the. loud blafts from the 
neighbouring copper mine, which rolled like, difbmt 
thundar along the atmofphere. 

In my walk to this place, I met on the road 
feveral women and boys, who were coming frpm 

* Thii yak is alfo calkd Nant Bcris^ The Hollow of Peris. 

the 
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the mountains with horfes, fome laden with peat 
(which is almoft the only kind of fuel burnt by 
the middle and lower clafles of people in Caer- 
narvonfliire), and others with heath, or, as it is 
here called, Grug^ which the bakers ufe m heatfeg 
their owns* Thefe they carry fron* a diftance ol 
frequently more than fix miles, to fell at Caeroar* 
yon, where in general they receive about; fixpeftcc 
for each horfe-load.^^— In thefe joumies I have ^moft 
always remarked that the women employ them* 
felves m knittings this makes fome fnsall additiaa to 
^heir miferable and hardi-earned pittance. 

There is no carriage road from Caemarvoa 
pearer to Llanberis than Cwm Cfo, which is m)t 
quite half way ; the road from thence bdng outf 
a horfo-path, and that one of the worft I ever faw. 
The beft niode for thofe pcrfoass wh^ are not able 
to walk fofar, is -tD go on horfeback, or lit car- 
riages, as fer as the bottom of tlie k)wer kike^ 
from whence tJiey may fee the waiterfall^ the ol4 
^aftte of Iteibadam, <Hr Ae vjfiage.-r*I hare found 
every pait abcaat this romaaitic /p©t fo extremely 
intereilmg, that I casmot toa^am^ly recommend 
to ail perfoiis who vifit CaeiDiianron t» proAeog theii^ 
I^D«iCe by coming here. Th<sre ave ho difficulties 
to be encofUMtered but what the fce»ery will amply 
repay. 

In cttie of OTy ftibfequent j(mmies I went up the 
lak^s in a boat*-— The vale at liiefoot of die lower 
lake is called 

Cwm 
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CWM Y ClO, 

The Vale of the Eminence^ from the infulated rock 
that forms one fide of it, on which the Britons 
had a ftrong hold called Caer Cwm y Clo. I af- 
cended this rock, and found on its fummit the 
remains of walls, of fuch a nature as plainly to 
indicate thdr prifline ufe. The fortification feems, 
however, to have been of no great importance. 

From the top of a low rock on the left of this, 
I had an extenfive and a very varied profped. 
Towards Llanberis, the vale and the lakes were 
feen bounded on each fide by their lofty and pre- 
cipitous rocks: on the right was Snowdon, the 
monarch of the Britifh Alps ; he here prefented 
himfelf the broadeft and moil tremendous of the 
group : on the oppofite fide of the vale were Llider 
Vawr and Glyder Vawr. Behind all thefe, in the 
fer diftant landfcape, I obferved the point of Crib 
Coch, The Red Ridge: it was well contrafled by 
its diflance with the fombre moimtains that inter- 
vened. The narrow iflhmus that feparates the 
lakes, and the infulated rock on its right bank, 
with the remains of Dolbadam tower, formed 
diflinfl: features in this interefling fcene. The; in^ 
tervening fpace between the lake and my flation 
was occupied by a dreary extent of moor. On the 
iiorth-eafl, over a vaft length of wafles, were feen 
the bay of Beaumaris^ the ifland of Prieflholme, 

and 
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and the fea : the ifle of Anglefea was vifible £a its 
whole range from Abermenai to Penmon, 

Defcending from this ftation, I was requefted by 
the gentleman who attended me*, to examine the 
cottage of a fmall Welfli farmer in Cwm y Clo, 
as he faid it was a tolerable fpedmen of this de» 
fcription of buildings in Caemarvonfliire. I entered 
at a fmall gate, and firft obferved a wretched hovel 
for his cattle : the hay-rick was formed by a large 
flate, placed near one fide, with its edge on the 
ground : the roof was fo broken in and damaged, 
that only one comer afforded fhelter to the mifer- 
able beafls from the fury of the mountain ftorms. 
I remarked, on the outfide of this place, in an angle 
formed by the jun6tion of two wallsj a fmall flated 
roof, Jto proteft from the rain the turf intended 
for fuel. A path between two rude ftone walls, 
adorned with holly hedges, led me to the dwelling. 
The door was fo low, that I was obliged to Hoop 
confiderably to enter ; and coming out of a bright 
fun-flline, it was not till fome time had elapfed that 
I was- able to diftinguifli any thing in this hut, 
except the gleam of light that came down the 
chimney. This was at lead equal to what the fix 
finall panes of glafs in the window aflforded. On 
the open hearth were a few peat-alhes, the remains 
of a fire with which the old man had a little while 

• The Reverend Peter Williams, the reftor of Llanr^g and 
Llanberis, who was my companion in mofl of my rambles among 
the mountain5> 

before 
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before cooked his dinner. The frame of the roof 
was formed by In-anches of trees fixed to larger 
timber^ by draw or hay-bands* This frame was 
covered with fods, and the whole with flates, which^ 
m Ae . moitntainS) are obtained in great plenty. 
The furniture confifted of an old bed, an oak cheft, 
a range of fhelves for fuch poor eating tttenfik 
;is were necefiary in this lowly hibitation, feme old 
earthen veflels, fome dingy pewter difhes, and a 
fevr other things, which, from the darknefi of the 
place, were rendered iQdiftingiiifhabfe to me. The 
whole charafter of this dwelling was fuch as 
clearly to prove the. truth of Goldfmith's otffenra^ 
tion that 

•' Man wants but little here below ;" . 

«* Ch^etful at morn he wakes from (hort rcpofc 
Breathes the keen atr, and carols as he goes. 
At night returning, every labour fped. 
He fits him down the monarch ofajbed,** 

The day that I vifited this cottage I waj 
taken to another about two miles diftant, in th^ 
feme parifli erf" LItoriig, inhabited by a lame ol4 
Woman called Mary Morgan. I mention it only 
for the purpofe of relating the Angular mode which 
this old woman invariably adopted, till her lame- 
nefe rendered it too painful, of getting into her 
houfe whenever fhe miflaid the key of her door.— 
She mounted the peat-ftack at the end of the 
building, clambered up from thence to the flates, 

and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAERNARVON TO LLANBERIS. ^11 

and defcended the chimney •-»— This is an undoubted 

faa. 

We had jufl feated ourfelves in the boat that was 
to carry us up the lake, when my intelligent friend 
pointed out to me the cottage that once was inha- 
bited by 

Margaret Uch Evan. 

This is on the left fide of the bottom of the lake, 
near a liable lately built by.Aflieton Smith, efq. 
Few females in this country have attained fo great 
celebrity as Margaret. Being paffionately fond of 
the fports of the chace, fhe kept a great number 
of all the various kinds of dogs ufed in this purfuit. 
She is faid to have deftroyed more foxes in one 
year than all the confederate hunts did in ten. 
She rowed well ; and could play both on the harp 
and the fiddle. Margaret was alfo an excellent 
joiner; and, at the age of feventy, was the belt 
wreftler in the country. She was likewife a good 
blackfmith, fhoe-maker, and boat-builder. She fhod 
her own horfes, made her own (hoes, and while 
<he was under contraQ: to convey the ore from the 
Llanberis copper mine, down the lakes, fhe buik 
her own boats. This wonderful female died a few 
years ago at a very advanced age. She has Ij^tely 
been celebratgl in^ fome pleafant, though not very 
mufical lines, by Mr. Hutton of Birmingham. 
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*Mong{l the rocks of Llanberis, where foot cornea not nigh^ 
Nor eye fees their fummit, except a bird's eye ; 
Nor ought in the profpe6l appears to the fight. 
But water an<J mountain, yet thefe gfve , delight. 
Quite filent, for miles, through thefe regions you go. 
Except when the furly wind chufes to blow. 

Robuft are the females, hard labour attends them ; 
With the fift they could knock down the man who oflfends thcna. 
Here lived Peggy Evans ^ who faw ninety -two. 
Could wreftle, row, fiddle, and hunt a fox too ; 
Could ring a fweet peal, as the neighbourhood tells. 
That would charm your two ears — had there been any bells j 
Enjoy'd rofy health in a lodging of draw ; 
Commanded the faw-pit, and wielded the faw ; 
And though (he's depofited where you can't find her, 
I know fhe has left a few fillers behind her. 



Vale of Llanberis, 

The entrance into the vale of Llanberis from the 
bottom of the lower lake is exceedingly grand and 
romantic. Seated as we were in the boat, nearly 
on a levetwith the furface of the water, the lake, 
on looking along its whole extent, had the appear- 
ance of being large and expanfive. The moimtains 
arrange in the moft beautiful manner imaginable. 
Among fome rocks on the right bank of the lake, 
about half a mile from the bottom, there is a fcene 
remarkably pidurefque. Snowdon, with its deep 
and perpendicular precipice, and two fummits, forms 
an immenfe mafs of mountain, which conftitutes the 
principal feature. The lake, the round tower of 
Dolbadarn, the diftant vale and mountains, and on 

the 
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the Other fide the huge rock of Glyder Vawr, lend 
each its character to heighten the efFeft of the whole. 
The beauty of this fcene is greatly increafed when 
the atmofphere is fufficiently denfe to foften the 
harfh edges of the rocks. In the broad glare of a 
noon-day fun, the grand effedt of height and dif- 
tance in the mountains is nearly loft, for every part 
becoming expofed to the eye, they are in appearance 
brought much nearer, and their prominences and- 
hollows are not to be diftinguifhed fo well as when 
feen through a medium more denfe. In this cafe 
too, all the beauty arifing from aerial tints is entirely 
wanting. 

The vale of Llanberis is nearly ftraight, and of 
nox great width throughout. It contains two fmall 
lakes, or rather pools ; for their fize will fcarcely 
admit of the former appellation. , The upper pool 
is about a mile in length, and fomewhat lefs than 
half a mile acrofs; and the other, though longer, 
is fo very narrow, as to bear more the appear^ce 
of a wide river than a lake. Thefe are feparated 
l?y ^ fmall neck of land, but have a communi- 
cation by a ftream which runs from one into the 
other. 

In both the pools the fifh called Char ukd 
formerly to be caught, but, owing to the copper 
works carried on here, thefe have all been long 
fince deftroyed* . 



DoL. 
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Doi^BADARN CaSTLE* 



On a rocky eminence between the two pools 
ftands the old tower of Dolbadarn caftje. This is 
about nine yards in its inner diameter, and, with a 
few fliattered remains of walis and offices, occupies 
the entire fummit of the fteep. Its name of Caftell 
Dolbadarn, The Cajlle of Padarn*s Meadow^ isfup- 
pofed to have oHginated in its having been erefted 
on the verge of a piece of ground called Padam's 
Meadow, to which a holy reclufe of that name 
retired from the world, to enjoy religious meditation 
andfolitude. 

Jqft thu8 in woods and folitary cavcB 

The ancient hermits liv'd, but they llv'd happy ; 

And in their quiet contemplations found 

More real comforts, than focieties 

Of men could yield, tl^an cities could alFord, 

Or all the luilres of a court could give* 

Ther^ are feveral churches in Wales dedicated to 
this Britifh faint, of whom we know nothing more 
at prefent than that he >^as buried in the ifland of 
Bardfey, and that he niuft, if the ancient Britifh 
Triades are authority, have been defcended of ^ 
good family ; for one of the three curiofities of the 
ifland of Britain, is there ftated to have been the 
cloak or upper garment of Padarn, which would 
not Jit any one but a gentleman ! — ^This is carrying 
pride of anjceftry to a tolerable lengths 

Dol. 
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Dolbadarn caftle very evidently appears, from its 
conftruaion, to have been of Britifh origin. It 
w^ built, no doubt, to defend the narrow pafs 
through the yale into the interior of the moun- 
tains; and, from its fituation, it feems to have 
been capable of affording perfeft fecurity to two 
pr three hundred perfons in cstfes of ^mergejicy. 
—In this caftle it was that Owen Goch, Owen 
the Redj was confined by his brother iiewelyi^ 
zp lorwerth, prince of Wales, upwards of twenty 
years, for having attempted to excite an infurreftiom 
among the people, injurious to his rights 5^d 
dignity.-— It has been long in ruins, for Leland 
menrions it in bis time a^ only a " piece of a 
tower */^ 

It is highly probable" that this wa§ anciently 
called Bere Ca^Iefy which fome of the hiftoriahs 
relate to have been in Caernarvonfhire, feated in 
the midft of a morafs, inacceifible but by a fingle 
caufeway, and not to be approached except through 
the narrow and rugged defiles of the mountains. 
About the thirteenth century it was efteemed the 
ftroTigeft caftle that the WeMh: poffeffed in this part 
of the country |. : 

f ,A corrDptidn protebl^ of i?wv or ^mV cq/lk. 

ej SLATt 
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Slate Quarrv- ' 

In the mountain, on the oppofite fide of the 
lake, called Allt Du, T/je Black Cliff, is a large 
jQate quarry belonging to Afsheton Smith, efq. As 
this is high among the rocks, the men, in conveying 
the flates down to the lake, are under the neceffity, 
as well as one horfe before the cart, to have one 
yoked behind^ This prevents thefe aukward vehi- 
cles from being daflied to the bottom of fome of 
the dangerous fteeps in which the mountains 
abound ; for this muft inevitably be the cafe with- 
out fome fuch contrivance. It however appears 
to me, that fledges fimilaf to thdfe adopted in 
njafiy parts of Weftmorland and Cumberland fot 
tlie fame purpofe, would not' only be lefs expen- 
five, but would alfo be found more fafe and com- 
modious. 

CATARACf. - 

About -half a mile fouth of the caftle, at the end of 
a long and deep glen,, there is , a tremendous cataraft 
called Caun^nt M^^wr, Ti&e Woierfall cf the Qre(^ 
Chafnu It is upwards of fixty feet ui; h^ight> and 
IS formed by the mountain torrent from Cwm 
Brwynog. This ruflies through a cleft in the rock 
above, and after coming for a few yards in a diredt 
line, fuddenly takes a turn witfr i broad ftratum of 
the rock, and thus defcends aflaunt, with a thimder- 
in^; noife, into the deep black pool below. 

' ' '^ BiSHOF 
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Anecdotes of Bishop Goodman. 

Not quite a mile and a half from Dalbadarn 
eaftle, clofe by the horfepath leading to Gaei*narvon^ 
is a very old farm-houfe called Ty Dxi, The Black 
Houfe^ formerly the property of Dr. Goodman, 
who was bifhop of Gloucefter in the reign of 
Charles L Although a man of great learning, this 
prelate was in many refpefts a very ftrange cha- 
racter; He wrote a panegyric on Cromwel, who 
ejefted him from his preferments, and died a Roman 
Catholic, as he himfelf profeffes in his very extra* 
ordinary will. The words are-: " I do acknowledge 
the church of Rome to be the mother church, and 
I do verily believe that no other church hath any 
falvation in it,- but only as far as it conciu's with 
the feith of the church of Rome.** He difpofed of 
this farm of Ty DA, and foihe other tenements in 
Wales^ in a very Angular way;. The rent, amount- 
ing to forty pounds a year, was to be applied by his 
truftees in the following manner ; five pounds were 
to be fpent at their meeting j fifteen pounds to be 
given with two boys of Ruthin, as an apprentice 
fee, in a town that they fhould choofe (n6t in 
Wales), where fome working trade was not i^ its 
full perfedion. The remaining twenty was to be 
given to two gentlemen, who, within the fpace of 
two years, would undertake to refide two months in 
Germany, two in Italy, two in France, and two 
in Spain. The fubjed of thefe bequefls has been 

Qa difputed 
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difputed in Chancery, and the rents of the eftates 
are now, I believe, applied in charities at Ruthin. 
The bifhop died in the year 1655, and was buried, 
at bis owa requeft, near the font in St. Margaret^s 
church, Weftrtimfter. The people who refide in 
the houfe (hew the fragment of a crofs, in an 
adjoining field, before which they fay it was his 
cuftom to pray. 

Anecdotes of Foulke Jones. 

Smce the time of biftiop Goodman this houfe 
has been the refidence of Foulke Jones, another 
lingular charafter, but of a very -diflGjrent defcrip* 
tion. This man was celebrated throughout the 
principality Jfor his extreme mufcular powers.— It 
was at a very early age that ihefe wertf firft brought 
into aftion. When about three years old, as he 
was .fitting before the door at Ty D^, he wa$ 
attacked by a gander whofe female and brood he 
had been purfuing, and firft feizing the furious 
bird, in fetf-defence, by the neck, he afterwards 
leifurely tore him into a thouiand pieces.— His 
ftrength incneafed with his years, till at length it was 
far fuperior to that of any man in the principality. 
Three men were engaged in building a wall neax 
his houfe, and they found one ftone which their 
utmoft united ^orts could nctf remove to.its proper 
place. Jones direfl^d them to leave it for a while, 
and go into pie houfe to dinner, as by a hearty 
meal they mi^ht acquire additional ftrength. During 
, iheir 
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their abfefice Jones Itfted it up by himfelf. Oh their 
f etum they went to the place where the ftone had 
lain, to make, if poflible, a more effeftual attempt : 
they found it gone, and were in the uttooft afto. 
nifliment when they faw that one man had been 
able to eiFe£t what their united efforts had been ex* 
erted on in vain. — ^The difpofition of Jones inclined 
him at all times to live on the moft amicable and 
peaceful terms with his neighbours, feldom exerting 
his uncommon powers but in afts of utility, or for 
their amufement. Two men were fighting in a 
public houfe at Caernarvon, and on his going in 
he was requefted to feparate them. He did this 
eifectually by feizing one in each hand, beating 
their ftupid heads together, and then pufliing them 
afunder. — ^He was one day (landing on a bridge 
jiear Caernarvon, when an impertinent fellow, half 
drunk, grofsly infulted him, to induce him to fight, 
and at length went fo far as to ftrike him in the 
face. This was not to be borne. Jones took the 
fellow in one hand, and lifting him over the wall 
of the bridge, held him for fome feconds fufpended 
over the water. The man loudly intreated that he 
would not throw him in, and expreffed fo much 
contrition for his conduft, that Jones returned him 
in fafety, but difmiffed him with an ignominious 
kick. — ^A Wellhman, a native of the county of 
Denbigh, whb believed himfelf fuperior to every 
one in the principality in all the feats of a^vity, 
walked over to Llanberis for the exprefs purpofe •* 

Q3 ^f 
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of contending with Jones. Our hero wa$ at work 
fn a field, by the road-fid^, near hi^ hpufe, when 
the Ilranger requefted to be informed where he 
Ihould find the refidence of Foulke Jones, for h^' 
was come to prove that there was one in the prin^ 
cipality more ftrong and more aStive than he. 
" My ihafter (fays Jones) lives at th^t houfe (point* 
ing towards Ty Du), but it may be prudent in 
you firft to try the ftrength of the feryant, before 
you venture to contend with one that is even very 
greatly his fuperior/* The ?nan looking on him 
with ineffable contempt, flepped over the wall ^ 
and, after fome little altercation, and much boafted 
■ prowefson his fide, they cl'ofed, when Jpnes, almoft 
in a moment, flung him viole^tly back again into 
the road. The man had met with too ferious si.^ 
rebuff from the feryant to inquire any further 
refpefting the mafter, but, turning on his heel, 
made the beft of his way home again,— Jones died 
about nine ye«irs ago at the a4vanced age of fev^ty- 
five, 

LlanBeris Copper Mine. 

Purfuing^ the path les^ding from the caftle to the 
village, I came to a copper mine neai^ the edge of 
the lake, belonging to a company of gentlemen 
who refide at Macclesfield. The ore here is in 
general very rich, being worth on an average from 
twenty to twenty-five pounds per ton, whilft that 
of the Paris mine is pot often worth more thjiJi 

fifteen. 
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jRfteen. The work was commenced in the year 
1791 ; and the number of hands now. employed 
is about a hundred. The ore when got is brought 
in finall waggons to the mouth of the mine : here 
it is broken into fmall pieces with hammers. It 
is tken forted, and the beft and fmalleft pieces are 
taken out, and conveyed in boats down the lakes, 
whence it is carted to the Menai, where a veflel 
is ready to carry it into Glamorganfhire, to be 
melted and wrought into copper. The larger frag- 
ments are conveyed to a ftamping-mill on the 
oppofite fide of the lake, where they are crufhed 
into powder by fix Hampers, or, as they are called 
by the Welfh, Dawns Chwech, Six Dancers. The 
more valuable parts are here ftparated by means 
of water, and thefe are afterwards put into fmall 
bags, and carried, like the reft of the ore, to be 
ftipped for South Wales.^ — The proprietors have 
now a few pits for the corrofion of iron, as in 
the Paris mines; and they have alfo lately begun 
to roaft their ore here, which a fliort time ago 
were not even thought of, 

Whilft I, and three gentlemen, who happened 
to be with me the day I vifited the mine, were 
watching the women break the ore, a loaded . 
waggon was brought out of the level, This gave 
us an opportunity of returning in an empty one to 
^ examine the interior of the work. We therefore. 
leaped into the waggon th^t was to convey us, 
find with one miner before to drag, and two others 

9 4 . behin4 
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behind to puQi us along, we entered the narrow 
cavern. This was about two hundred yards iix 
kngth, and in the whole way it was feldom more 
than fix: feet wide^ a^d feven or eight high. In 
fdme places the rugged arch of the roof was fo low, 
* that we were under the neceflity of {looping doWn 
in order to pafs it. The day was one of thofe 
exceffively hot ones^that we frequently have about 
the middle of Augufl: ; and the chilling damp which 
immediately ftn^ck us on entering, added not a 
little to the terrors of the place. The kvel lying 
in a dired line, we took nq lights along with us. 
I fat with my back towards the entrance, and the 
. perfed darknefs of the place, the ' confufed rioife 
(from the arched and low roof) of the talking of 
our guides, and the rilmbling of the wheels, re- 
echoed in deep ^nd imperfeft founds along the 
cavern, added to the frequent jolting of our vehicle, 
from the badnefs of the wooden rail-road, infpired 
liie with fome ideas not perhaps altogether agr^eable^ 
The length of the journey feemed more than double' 
what it really was. When almoft at the end of 
t? e y'aing part of thee:(cpedition,.one of our infemia 
left us to bring a light from the interior of the 
mine. Me was abfent about five minutes, during 
which time we rem^'ned in perfefl: darknefs. 
When I firfl faw him at fome diftance^ his candle 
appeared reflefted in the water which was lodged 
in the middle of the level, and the confufed appear- 
ance of two lights, the one above and the other 

below,. 
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below, added to the m^'s grotefque and dingy 
countenance, for the other parts of his body were 
obfcured by the gloon>, produced an effeft tha? 
I can fcarcely defcribe, and which I fliall not very 
foon forget. — ^When we came to the end of th^ 
level we got out of the waggon, and each lighting , 
fiis candle, followed our guides into a cavern fq 
high, that all our lights did not render the roof 
vifible. The fides were rude as the exterior of the 
rock, ,and the black chafms along them, nearly all 
impenetrable by our lights, rendered it to one. of 
our friends^ more timorous than the reft, a fcene 
of horror. A fkilful artift might have found us 
a good fubje£b for his pencil : the glare of light on 
our countenances expreflive of inquiry, and not 
perhap? entirely free from thofe lines which ideas 
pf, terror will create j^he blackened vifages of our 
guides; oj^r different dreffesj and the rude fcenery 
around, aided by a little pidurefque groupings 
and th^t ?illowable exagg^eration which both painters 
and poets lay clsim to in their defcriptions, might 
have produced ^n admirable pidure. In the cavern 
where we were ftanding, a Ihaft about fixty feet 
deep, was driven to a vein of ore below. Oi> 
looking down this we could ]uft difcover in the 
darknefs of th^ g4oom, the refleflion of a ligHt 
from the workmen there. Soon afterwards a light 
was feen to crofs the bottom ; and, on calling aloud 
for it to ftop, the man returned, and ftood witb 
it immediately below. It was a mere ^peck^ and 

its 
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its rays were juff difcernible flrfldiig on the thick 
vapour immediately around it. Near the bottom 
of this fliaft, our guides informed tiSj there was 
another about fifty feet in depth. We left the 
cavern, and after vifiting another, nearly fimilar to 
it, jfrom which all the ore had been got, we ended 
our adventure by returning ^long our former toad 
into the light of day. 

Llanberis. 

The village of Llsgiberis is romantic in the ex* 
treme* It is fituated m a narrow grafly dell, fur- 
rounded by inunenfe ro(:ks, wjipfe fummits cloud- 
capped,, are feldom vifible to the inhabitants fronl. 
below. ** Nature has here (fays Camden, fpeaking 
of thefe parts of Caernarvonfhire) reared huge 
groups of mountains, as if flie meant to bind\the 
ifland fail to the bowels of the earth, and make a 
fafe retreat for the Britons in time of war. For 
here are fo many crags aiid rocks, fp many wooded 
valli^s rendered impaflable by fo many lakes; that 
the lighted troops, much lefs an army, could neveic 
find their way ambng them. Thefe mountains may 
be' truly called the Britiih Alps; for befides that 
they are the higheft in. the whole ifland, they are 
like the Alps, befpread with broken crags on every 
fide,^ all fiirrounding one, which, towering in th^ 
centre^ far above the reft, lifts its head fo loftily, as 
i? it meant not only to threaten, but to t^ruft it 
into the iky." 

M 
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All the pSirts immediately Surrounding the village 
were formerly gov^red with wood; but, except 
Jbme faplings from the old roots, there are at pre^. 
fent very few trees left, Ii* the memory of perfons 
now living there were great woods of oak in feveral 
different parts about thefe mountains. In the tenth 
century the whole country muft have been nearly 
<:overed with wood, for one of the laws of Howel 
Dda, Howfl the Good^ direds that " whoever cleared 
fiwayltimber from any land^ even without the con* 
fent of the owner, he fliould, for five years, have 
^ right to the land fo cleared ; and after that time k 
ftould again revert to the owner/* 

Except two tolerable houles in the vale, the one 
|KCupie4 by Mr^ Jones the agent to the copper 
iRine, and the other, which is on the fide of the 
Jake oppofite to Dolbadarn caftle, occupied by the 
agent to t^ie flate quarries, the whole village confifts 
but of a few fcattered cottages, and thefe apparently 
th^ mpft mifer^bje. They are in general con- 
ftrudled of the fhaly ftone with which the country 
abounds, and hjive but juft fo much cement as to 
keep out the keeneft of the mountain blafts. The 
windows are invariably fmall, 2tnd many of thenai 
that have been broken, are fo blocked up with 
boards, that the light down the chimney is even 
greater than that from the window. 

There are two cottages in this village where the 

lyvparied traveller may take fuch poor refrefliments 

^ th$ pla^e affords, One of thefe belonged, about 

6 two 
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two years ago, to John Clofe, a grey-headed old man, 
t;eho was born and brought up in the iiOrth of 
Yorkfliire. He had occafion to come into Wales 
with fome cattle in hife youngel- days, and pre- 
ferring this to his Yorkfhife home, he refided here 
the reft of his life. . His fon^ ndw keeps the houfe< 
»-^The other is kept by the parifli clerfc, who may 
be eifiployed as a guide over' any part of the adjacent 
botmtry. I fcnind him well acquainted with th6 
mountain^ and a muc^ more intelligent maji than 
guides in general are. He does not fpeak Englifli 
well, but his civility and attention are a fufficient 
compenfation for this defeO:.— Neither of thefe placed 
afford* a bed, nor any thing eatable better than 
bread and buttef, or cheefe, and, perhaps, eggs an€ 
bacon* 'f 

Thfe firft time that I came to Llanberis, bdn^ 
fdnle\rfiat fatigued with traverfing the adjacent 
tftountains, I went to the former of thefe houfes 
to reft myfelf and obtain fome refrefliment. » ft 
was juft at the dinner hour, and a fcene was 
eKhibited altogether novel to me. At one table 
wd^e feated the family of the houfe, confifting of the 
old h6ft, his wife, and their fon and daughter, 
eating thdr bread and milk, the (iommon food of 
the labouring people here : a large overgrown old 
fow was devouring her dinner, with confiderable 
^diffati^aioii on afecc^iit of thelhort allowance, 
from a paii placed for her by the daughter in one 
xorter; whilft I vrsis ^alihg my bread and butter, 

> ' ^ with 
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with an appetite ftee^led againft niceties by the 
keennefs of the mountain air, at a table cpyered 
with a dirty napkin, in the other corner. This 
fcene, however, induced me always afterwards to 
bring with me refrefhments from Caernarvon, and 
enjoy my dinner, in q^iet, in the open air. 
. The widoy/ of old John Clofe had another fuitor 
within a very few months after his death. Her 
fons w«-e averfe to the connexion, and therefore, 
though ibe was more than feventy years old, and 
her lover upwards of fuctyrfive, this elegant pair 
romsi^itically planned a nofturnal elopement. One 
of th^ fon^, about twp o'clock in the' moraiogi 
M^ras -rpttfed by the fo^-ft eps of a horfe, and, alnioil 
immediately, he heard a mm alight, and come ta 
the door. Ignorant of the caufe of fo ftrange a 
circumftance, he fprapg out of bed, and on opening 
the door, found it was the lover, who had brought 
a horfe to ccmvey away his intended hnde. The 
man told his ftoi-y with great fimplicity, but infifted 
on •having hkfair charge furrendered to him, which 
with fome hefitation was dcme, and the next morn- 
ing the clergyman of Llanddiniolen united the happy 
pair. — ^It is fmgular that this man and woman had 
been lovers in their youthful days, but that pru^ 
dential motives inducing one of them to marry 
another perfon, the other alfo married not long 
after. John Clofe was the v/om^n's fecpnd hufbapd, 
^d, after bis death, the fuitor, being alfo freefl 
from matrimonial fhackles, began his addrelTes a* 
: frelh, ' 
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frefh, and at length attained the obje£k of his earfiefi 
tRifhes- 

The church of Llahberis* was, four years ^gd^ 
without exception, the mod ill-looking place of 
worfliip I ever beheld* The firft time I came to 
the village, 1 ablblutely miftook it for a large an- 
tique cottage, for eveti the bell-turret was fo over- 
grown with ivy, as to bear much the appearance of 
a weather-beaten chimney ; and the' gfafs in the 
church-yard was fo long as completely to hide the 
few grave^ftones therein from the view. Since this 
time it has, however, undergone fottle repairs, but 
it is ftill fufficiently rude to accord excellently well 
with the furrounding mountains. 

The Curate 

I faw, and was introduced to ; he refided in a 
mean-looking cottage not far from the church, which 
feemed to confift of but few other rooms than a 
kitchen and bed-room, the latter of which ferved 
alfo for his ftudy. When I entered the room he 
was engaged over an old folio volume of fermons. 
His drefe was fomewhat fingularj he bad on a 
blue coat that long had been worn threadbare, and 
in various places exhibited marks of the induftry 

* This IS dedicated to Perls, a cardinal miflkned from 
Home as a legate to this Ifland* He is faid to have fettled and 
died here. 

of 
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of his Wife, a pair of antique corderoy breeches, 
and a black waiftcoat^ and rouxxd his head was tied 
a blue handkerchief* His library might have been 
the very fame that Hur4is has defcribed in the 
Village Curate. 

Yon half a dozen (helves fupport, vad weIght^ 

The curate's library. There marfliallcd (land, 

Sages and heroes, modern and antique : 

He, tljeir conunander, like the vanquifhed fiend, 

Out-caft of heaven, oft through their armed files, 

Darts an experienced eye, and feels his heart 

Diftend with pride, to be their only chiefs 

Yet needs he not the tedious mufter-roll, 

The title-page of each well-known, its name, 

And cl^ra^er.. . v ^ 

From the exterior of the cottage, it feemed but 
the habitation of mifery ; but the fmiles of the good 
man were fuch as would render even ftufery cheer- 
ful. His falary was aboutforty pounds, on which, 
with his little farm, he contrived to fupport himfelf 
and his family, and with this Sender /pittance he 
feemed perfeftly contented and comfortable. His 
wfe was abfentj' but from a whed which I obferved 
in the rooTO I cofljedured> and was aftejrwards in- 
formed, i that her time was prihcipally employed in 
fpinning W60L The account I had from th^ pa- 
rifhioners of the charader of this inan was, that he 
was refp^fted and, beloved, by "all, and- that his 
•'whole time ^^attd' attention were occupi^^d in doing 
fu^ch good ltd Ws fellow creatures as his very iki^der 
circumftances^wouyi allow,, i v "" ^ .. v ; ^ 
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I venerate the man whofc heart is wami, 

Wbofe hands are pure, whofe 4o^^Hne> and whoib lift . 

Coincident^ exhibit lucid proof 

That he is honeft in the facred caufc. 

To fuch I render more than mere refpeft, 

Whofe adlions fhew^that they refpedl themfelvcs. 

This peribn, after fuftainlng a ievete ilLtiefs with 
the utmoft refignation and fortitude, died in the 
beginning of the year i8pr, leaving a widow and 
one daughter to furvive him. 

Welsh Funeral. 

During my refidence in Caernarvonfhire I one day 

rode with tl^e worthy reQjor pf Llanberis, to j^tend 

the fuoj^r^ pf a girl, a c|iild al?ogt feven year?^ oI4> 

y^};iq(Q P^i^c^ arefided in t^e p^^r^fl^ of LJ^uiddij^plei^ 

fojqfiewhat ipore thap J&ye miles di^J^^t;. Thf co^ 

was ^d on tl>e bier, and covered with a flveet, ti^ 

^6 jat the cqrners; It w»6 bo*^ on the f|ip|iI4«c» 

frfibiur mea* Th^ pwiber of ^tt^ndgy:its at t^e out;- 

fet^xr^ ije^r a h&»#^di feuf ty$ i^ci^sfed by tfe^ 

^n||R«^ 5i4ditton lof n;xen, t^jopien, aflud (Mdr^ 

fpme on foot and Ihme on hcurfdiack^ itill^^by the 

.^e,we d^riYed at the church, we had more than 

4puble th»t lumber. At the head of tlus canafcad^ 

iBiy ^end asid myfelf iafc^ded the fte^p psifhgf of 

-4^ ¥o?ks, p^flfed ov^ mounlsdns, i«id woa^nd ^w 

^y ^cwg/pmeof the aaoft niggod defite^Qf tlife 

dreary country. To any ftianger ^irtMi coaiiii rfea*e 

- 7 obferved. 
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obferved, at a little diftance, our folemn proceljion, 
in this unfrequented trad of mountains, in one 
place fome hundred feet above the lake of Ll^beris^ 
to the edge of which we had to defcend, it would 
have borne much the air of romantic times. When 
we came to the church, we found that place nearly 
full of people awaiting our arrival. The fervice 
was read in Welfli in a moft impreffive maunier ; 
and the coffin was let down into the grave by four 
0f the female mourners. A more folemn office 
I had never witneffed, and the circumftance of the 
body being committed to the bofom of the earth 
by the {lands of relatives or friends was altogether 
new to me. A few rufhes were ftrewed upon the 
coffin; and I fhall never forget the ftifled fliriek 
that was uttered, when, in Welfti, the folemn words, 
** we commit her body to the ground,** &c. were 
l-ead/ How enviable were the virtuous feelings of 
this illiterate peafantry, while thus attending, a fifter 
to the verge of peace. — ^The ceremony being oyer, 
the grave was filled up and planted ,with flips of 
box and fome other evergreens.— The offerings in 
the church amounted to near two pounds, of which 
more than thirty (hillings were in filver^. 

At no great diftance from the church there is a 
iu>ell dedicated to St. Peris, and inclofed within a 

• For an account of the nature of thefc ofTcrings, fee the 
chapter on the Wellh Cuftoms^n the felcoad volume. 

, - R fquare 
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fquare wall, . In the holes of this a perfon of the ad* 
jcaning cottage generally has a fmall fifh, from the ap 
pearance or non-appearance of which ^ when a bit of 
bread is thrown into the water, the common Welfh 
people pretend to foretel good o)r ill fortune. The 
general reward of a piece of filver from fuch ftrati* 
gers as vifit the place, affords a temptation for them 
ftill to keep on foot at leaft the appearance of this 
fuperftition. 

. I was one day ftrolling with my friend Williams 
along the vale, when he pointed out to me a female 
well known in this village, and who, from the 
mafculine tone of her voice, her manners, and ap- 
pearance, might have been a defcendant of the cele- 
brated Margaret Uch Evan, called 

Caddy of Cwm Glas, 

This athletic female does not often vifit the to^H' 
of Caernarvon j but, whenever fhe doe6, the boys 
run after, and call her, *nhe woman with a beard.'* 
Caddy refides in Cwm Glas, a romantic vale, about 
two miles from Llanberis* She is ^ccuflomed to 
^mafculine employments of every defcription, and 
fuch is her, m^fcular power, that no man of the 
village would dare to try' a fall with her. Mr. 
Jones (rf the copper-mine had often rallied her on 
the fubjed of her gteaX ftrength, and told her that 
he did not believe half the flories that he had 
iieard rcfeted : fhe, one day, in perfect 'good bu- 

. 4 mour^ 
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mour, came behind him/ as he was Handing on the 
bank of the pier, near the ftamping mill, and Jift* 
ing him from the ground^ held him in her arm^ 
though by no means a fmall man, with great appa-^ 
rent eafe, over the water. *' Now, Sir, (fays fhe) 
I fuppofe ' you will believe that I am tolorably 
ftrong: you muft confefe it, or I (hall throw you 
in." He immediately acknowledged her powers^ 
and was relieved from his predicament.— About 
eighteen months ago, a huge, raw-boned fellow, 
entered her cottage, during her abfence, and had 
colleded together fome eatables and clothes, with 
which he was efcaping, juft as fhe returned. 
Though this cottage is in a very folitaiy fituation, 
and fhe was entirely alone, fhe refolutely went up 
and infifted ^on his returning every thing he had 
taken. He opened his wallet, and gave up the 
eatables. Suppofmg thefe to be all, fhe returned 
with them to the cottage. But foon after difcover- 
ing that a filk handkerchief, which fhe had left on 
the table, was gone, fhe immediately feized one of 
the bars of a fmall gate in her hand, and went in 
purfuit of the thief. She overtook him in the mofl 
folitary part of the vale, and, brandifliing her cudgel 
about his ears, with the utmofl courage, demanded 
reflitution of the remainder of her property. An 
anfwer fhe did not wait for, but feizing the ba^ 
from the cowardly fcoundrel, fhook the whole con- 
tents, with the mofl contemptuous air, upon the 
ground. When fhe had fele£bed her own property, 

,R 2 fhe 
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flie threw the bag in the fellow's face ; and, after 
beftowing a hearty thwack with her cudgel on each 
af his (houlders, left her opponent to comfort him^ 
felf with the idea of hating efcaped a nrore found 
drubbing, which, a« Sie afterwards declared, fko 
would have inffifted, had fhe thought it neceflary* 

CwM Glas. 

A bad horfe-^path led me from the tillage of 
Llanberis into Cvvm Glas, The Blue Vale*. For 
four miles I wras hemmed in on each fide by high 
rocks that alixtoff approach each other. The fun 
caft a fioping fiiade on thofe of the rights which 
fully itlarked all theh* deepened bollbws- Various 
-Jh themfetres^ and varied in theif tints and colour- 
ings, I was at every flep interefted by their terrrific 
grandeur. They had no charaftei's of foftened 
beauty, there Svere tiete none of the delicate fea- 
tures of a cultivated vale, not eveii a fingle tree> 
but rocks towered over rocks, till their . fummits 
fc^airhed the clouds, whofe partial gloominefs added 
ftill gteslter fublimity to the fcene. Sometimes I 
beheld above me a gentle hollow, then a few fleps 
farther, the deepened precipice and towering bjafaltic* 
like columns of an adjoining range of rocks. In' 
fome places there appeared three or four ranges, 
one above raiother^ with the mofl fantaftic outlines 

* Whence tlie epithet of glas, ^/wr, could be attdclied to thb 
^ale^ 1 cau form no conception. . - 

- . imaginable^ 
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imaginable, and receding in diftance as in height. 
The tints on the prominaices were of darkened 
purple, in the hollows fombre, and olive-brown on 
the nearer ranges. The fore-ground was overfpread 
with maffes of rock, and a rapid mountain ftream 
forced its way along the middle of the narrow vale. 
Such Is this tremendous hollow, whofe grandeur 
continues undiminished for jdmoft four miles. The 
rocks on each fide are nearly perpendicular through- 
cut. 

About three miles fram Llanberis there is an 
immenfe ftone^ that has once been precipitated from 
above,^ called 

The Cromlech* 

This ftone is of fome thoufand tons weight, and 
many times larger than the celebrated mafs of rock 
in Borrowdale, called Bowdar Stone. It lies in a 
place called Ynys Ilettws, Uettfs JJland; and two 
of its fides meeting at an angle with the ground, it 
was once ufed as the habitation of an old woman, 
who, in fummer, refided in the vale to tend and 
milk her cows. The inclofures are yet nearly eur 
tire, and are at prefent ufed as a Iheep-fold. 

Not far from this ftone, on the oppofite fide of 
the ftream, is the cottage of Caddy of Cwm Glas, 
the female whom I mentioned a few pages back. 
There is, at a little diftance from the cottage, 
another very large mafs of rock infulated like the 
former* 

R 3 GoR- 
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GORPHWYSFA, 

The reftin^ Place ^ is an eminence, four miles from ' 
Llanberis, that overlooks a confiderable part of thier 
vale. It alfo commands a view into the mountain 
vale, that joins Nan Hwynan, and the vale of Capel 
Curig* 

From heiice I immediately returned to Caernar» 
Von. 

The tourift, if he choofes it, may, from' this place, 
proceed onwards nearly in a direft line, through 
the village of Capel Curig, to Llanrwft ; or, adopt* 
ing another route, may keep the right-hand path, 
which will lead him through the vale, called Nan 
Hwynan, to Beddgelert. From Beddgelert, he may 
either return to Caernarvon, or continue his journeyi^ 
in a diredion towards Dolgelle, or Bala. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Excursion from Caernarvon to the Summit 
OF Snowdon. 

Inftrudltons to the Tourijl, — Clogwyn di^r Arddu. — Dangerous 
Adventure. — Height of Snowdon. — ProfpeQ from the Sumrnti,'^ 
Name, — Royal Foreft. — Ciogtvyn y Gamedd,^^Lafi 9f Snotudot^ 
Plants, — Well near the SnmmU. — Snof^don Copper Mine, — Un* 
contmon Snow Drift, — Accidents that ha^^happpwd fo the Wori* 
mea, — Further JnftntSious to tie 7*ourifi, 

The diftance of the fummit of Snowdon from 
Caernarvon is fomewhat paore thaii ten miles ; and 
from Dolbadam caftle, in the vale of Llanberis, 
the afcent is fo gradual, that a perfbn, mounted on 
a little Welih poney, may ride up very nearly to the 
top. 

From Dolbadam cafte the traveller muft go^ by 
the waterfall, Caunant Mawr, to Cwm Brwynog^ 
The rujby Holiow. He muft proc ed up this vale, 
and then along the ridge inunediately over the 
vale of Llanberis, till he comes within fight of a 
black, andalmoft perpendicular rock, with a fniall 
lake at its i^t, called Clogwyn duV Arddu, The 
Black Precipice. This he is to leave about a quarter 
of a mile on his right, and then amending a fteep 

& 4 called 
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called Llechwedd y Re, The rapid Defcent^ he muft 
direft his courfe fouth-weft to the well, (a place 
fufficiently known to the guides,) from whence he 
will find it about a mile to the higheft peak of the 
mountain*. > 

In my firft journey I went from the caftle to 
C^m Brwynog, but, inflread of following the above 
route, I wandered to Ctogwyn du^r Arddu^ to fearch 
that rock for fome plants which Lhwyd and Ray 
have defcribed as growing there. The Reverend 
Mr. Williams accompanied me, and he ftarted the 
wild idea of attempting to climb up the pi;ecipice. 
I was too eager in my purfuit to object to the 
adventure, and we began our laborious ta{k without 
once re%ding on the dangers that might attend it. 
f'or a little while Ti^e got on without much difficulty, 
but we were foon obliged to have recouHe both to 
our hands and knees, in clambering from one crag 
to another. Every Itep now required the utmoft 
caution, iind it was ne^cefTary to try- that every 
ftone was firm in its place before the weight of the 
body was truRcd upon it. I had once l^n hold of 
a piece of the rock, and was in the aft of raifing 
fnyfclf upon it, wiven it lobfenedfrom its bed, and 
I fliould have been precipitated headlong, had I not 
5n a moment fhatched hold of a tuft of rufhe^s, and 
feved n^yfelf. ^ When we liad'afcended fome\di2^ 
more than hall*- way, there teenied no chance of oxk 

*' This IS ^aUed Yr Wy^dfa, The Confpkuous. . 

being 
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If 

bluing able to proceed much farther, on account of the 
increafing fize of the mafles of rock above us. We 
refted a moment from our labour to confider what 
was to be done. The danger of again defcending 
was much too great, for us to think of attempting 
it, unlefs we found it abfolutely impoffible to pro- 
ceed. On looking down, the precipice, for at leafl: 
three hundred feet, feemed almofl perpendicular. 
We were eager in our botanical purfuit, and ex- 
tremely defirous to be at the top, but I believe it 
was the prbfpefl: downwards that determined us to 
brave every difficulty. It happene'd fortunately that 
the fte^p immediately above us was the only one 
that |>relented any material danger.- Mr. Williams 
tavijig oh a pair of ftrong fhoes with nails in them, 
which would hold their footing better than mine, 
requefled to make the firft attempt, and after fome 
difficulty he fucceeded. We had along with us a 
fillall ba(ket to contain our provifions, and hold the 
roots of fuch plants as we wiftied to transfer to liis 
galrden; tliis he carried behind him by means of a 
leathern belt faftened round his waift. When, 
Aeref<5re, he had fixed himfelf fecurely to a part 
of the rook, . he .rtook off his belt, and holding 
firmly by one end, gave the othjer to me: I laid 
hold-, and, with a little aid from the ftones, fairly 
pull^ myfeif up by it* After this wq got ori 
pretty well, and in about an hour and a quarter 
from the commencement of our labour, found our- 
felves on the brow of this dreadful precipice, and 

in 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



45^ EXCURSION FROM CAM.NARVON 

and in poffeffion of all the plants we expeOied to 
find. 

It would be. difficult to defcribe my fenfations, 
when my companion pointed out to me the fummit 
of Snowdon at the cjiftance of only about a mile 
. and a half from us, and, from its great elevation^ 
appearing fcarcely more than half a mile. The 
fight was fo unexpededly pleafant, that I proceeded 
from hence to the fummit with confiderably greater 
alacrity than I fhould have done had we encountered 
no dangers, or experienced no interruptions. Thus 
fituated, the well known ftory of the Pedlar im- 
mediately recurred to me, and if he had found 
relief from the wearifome burthen of his pack by 
throwing from it the additional weight xof a Is^rge 
ftone that he had attached to it for the purpofe, 
fo I, after the labour of clambering the fteep of 
Clogwyn du*r Arddu, found afcending to the fummit 
of Snowdon perfeQily eafy. Had I gone along the 
regular track, I have not a doubt but I fhould have 
fancied myfelf much more wearied than I now really 
felt. 

The perpendicular height of this mountain, ac- 
cording to late admeafurements, is 1190 yard$ 
(fomewhat lefs than three quarters of a mile) from 
the kvel of the fea. It rifes to a mere point, its 
fummit not being more than three or four yards ip 
diameter. 

The view from the fummit I found beyond my 
expeftation extenfive. Trom this point the eye is 

able 
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able to trace, on a clear day, part of the coaft, 
with the hills of Scotland; the high mountains of 
Ingleborough ,and Penygent in Yorkfliire ; beyond 
thefe the mountains of Weftmorland and Cumber- 
land } and, on this fide, fome of the hills of Lan» 
cafhire. When the atmofphere is very tranfpareiit, 
even part of the county of Wicklow, and the \yhole 
of the ifle of Mail, become vifible. The immediately 
furrounding mountains of Caemarvonfhire and Me* 
rionethfhire all feem diredly under the eye, and the 
bigheft of the whole appear from this ftation, much 
"lower than Snowdon. Many of the vales were 
expofed to the view, wjiich, by their verdure, re- 
lieved the eye from the dreary fcene of barren rocks. 
The numerous pools vifible from hence, betwixt 
thirty and forty, lend alfo a varied charafter to the 
profped. — ^The mountain itfelf, from the fummit, 
feems as it were propped by five immenfe rocks as 
buttreffes. Thefe are Crib y Ddijiil^ and Crib Coch^ 
t)etween Llanberis and Capel Curig ; Lliewedd to- 
wards Nan Hwynan ; Clawdd Coch towards Beddge- 
lert; and Llechog^ the mountain which forms the 
fouth fide of the vale of Llanberis, towards Dolba- 
dam*. 

The fummit of Snowdon is fo frequently enve- 
loped in clouds and mift, that, except when the 
weather is perfeftly fine and fettled, the traveller 
through this country will find it fomewhat difficult 

* See a further defcription of Snowdon in the enfulng 
chapter^ upd in chap. six. 

to 
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to have a day fufEciently clear to permit him to 
afcend the mountain. When the wind blows from 
the weft it is almoft always completely covered; 
and at other times, even when the ftate of the 
weather feems favourable, it will often become fud- 
denly enveloped, and will remain in that ftate for 
hours. Moft perfons, however, agree that the prof- 
peSs are the more interefting, as they are more 
varied, when the clouds juft cover the fummit. The' 
following defcription of the fcenery from Snowdon 
when the mountain is in this ftate, is perfeftly 
accurate. 

Now high and fwift flfts the thin rack along 
Skirted with rainbow dies, now deep below 
(Whikthe fierce fun ftrikes the iliuinin'4 top) 
Slow fails the gloomy ftorm, and all beneath 
By vaporous exhalation hid, lies loft 
In darkncfs ; fave at once where drifted mifls 
Cut by ftronggufts of eddying winds, expofe 
The tranfitoi*y fcenes. 

Now fwift on either fide the gather'd clouds 
As by a fudden touch of magic, wide 
Recede, and the fair face of heaven and earth 
Appears. Amid the vaft horizon's ftretch, 
In rt^lefs gaze the eye of winder darts 
O'er the expanfe ; mountains on mountains piled, 
. , • And winding bays, and promontories huge. 

Lakes and meandering rivers, from their fource 
Traced to the dillant ocean. 

The name of Snowdon was firft given to this 
mountain by the Saxons, its fignification is A Hill 
covered witB Snow. The Welfli call all this clufter 

of 
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of mountains that lie in the county of Caernarvon, 
Creigiau yr Eryri, the Snowy Cliffs. The higheft 
point of Snowdon is called Yr Wyddfa, The Cori'^ 
fpicuom. — Mod of the old writers who have men* 
tioned this mountain, affert that it is covered with 
fiiow through the whole year. This is by no means 
true, for this, as well as all the other Welfh moiin- 
tarns, has in general no fnow whatever upon it be- 
twixt the months of June and November., 

Snowdon was formerly a royal foreji that abound- 
ed with deer ; but the lad of thefe were deftroyed 
early in the feventeenth century. 

The parts of this mountain on which the un- 
common alpine plants are chiefly to be found, are 
the eaft and north-eaft fides. Thefe form a range 
of rocks called Clogwyn y Garnedd^ which abound 
in the mod dangerous fteeps. There is at all times 
Ibme difficulty in fearching them, but when the 
rocks are rendered flippery from heavy milk or 
rain, this becomes, from the infecurity of the foot- 
ing, greatly increafed.— A lift of the plants that 
have been found here may not be unacceptable, at 
leaft to a young botanift. 

Poa alpina. Arcnaria verna. 

— glauca. ' var. i. laricifolia, 

Feftuca cambrica. ■ »- var. 2. juniperma. 

Ruincx digynu8« Ceraftuim alpfnum. 

Chryfofplcriium oppofitlfo- lalifolium. 

lium. Geum rivale. 

Saxlfraga ftellaris. Scrratula alpina. 

— * nivalis. Salix hcrbacea. 

Saxifraga 
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Saxifraga oppofitifulia. Rhodiola rofea. 

•^— — hypnoidei. Lycopodium felago. 

Lycopodium alpinum. Folypodium lonchitti« 

felaginoides. ■ ■■ ilvenfe. 

' Pteris crifpa. r— aTvonicum. 

Afplenium virlde. Cyathea fragile. 

It IS a lingular fa£t that nearly at the top of 
Snowdon there is a fme/pring of water ^ which, I am 
informed, is feldom increafed or diminiflied in quan- 
tity either in winter or fummer. From its very^ 
elevated fituation, this water is the coldeft I ever 
recoiled to .have tailed. 

Snowdon Copper Mine. 

A confiderable vein of copper ore was difcoverecJ 
a few years ago in Cwn Glis Llyn, The Hdloitr 
of the Blue Pool^ Hear the foot of Clogwyn y Gar- 
nedd* Some of the gentlemen of the county aflb- 
dated themfelves for the purpofe of getting this 
ore, and the work How goes on with confiderabl^f 
fpirit. It isj however, by no means fo rich or 
valuable as that from the Llanberis "minei and this 
circumftance, together with the expence of convey- 
ing it nearly over the fummit of the mountain to 
Caernarvon, niay ppflibly prevent its ever being 
worked to any extent. The proprietors have made 
a tolerably good fledge^path from the Beddge- 
lert road, near Llyn Cwellyn^ to Bwlch Glas, a 
follow juft below the higheft point of Snoyrdon, 
and from thence a winding footpath down to the 

mine. 
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mme. To Bwlch Glas the men carry the ore 
in bags on their fhoulders: here it is loaded on 
fmall one-horfe fledges, in which it is dragged to 
the road. — ^A houfe has lately been erefted near 
the mine for the accommodation of the workmen 
during bad weather: fome of tliem live here alto- 
gether. 

Much 'difficulty and many hardfiiips are to be 
overcome by the workmen in the variable climate 
of thefe alpine vales. In winter, heavy fnows^ 
wTiich frequently drift many yards in thicknefs ; 
in fpring and autumn, the moll violent hurricanes ; 
and, in the height of fummer, thunder-ftorms un- 
commonly tremendous, are to be withftood by the . 
labourers in this copper mine. — ^In the winter of 
iSoi the fiiow drifted fo deep before the .mouth of 
the mine, that the men were imder the neceffity of 
cutting a level through it, and of thus going to their 
work under a long arch of fnow. ^ Sometimes the 
oiouth of the new level they were forming iif the 
tock was fo clofed round wifli Ihow, that they were 
not able to tell j^xadly where it was; and when 
with difficulty they had found it, it coft fome Jabour 
to clear an entrance. This fnow-drift was in many 
places near twenty yards deep, and fome of it was 
to be feen in the recelTes of the rocks till even the 
^ middle of May. , 

Accidents may alfo happen in winter from ihk 
ice on the rocks : of this an inflance has already 
occurred. A workman was going to the mine from 

his 
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his cottage in Cwm Brwynog early one frofty taom^ 
ing, when, in defcending the fteep above the-mine^ 
he flipped on fome frozen fnow, and was thrown, 
along the rocks for near a hundred yards^ He was 
tljere, providentially, flopped by a hovel that had 
been built to contain the workmen's tools. Almofl 
every part of his body was bruifed by the violence 
of the fall, and one of his eyes was fo much injured, 
that at the time it was doubtful whether he would 
Recover his light* 

I was informed that the wind had often been fq 
fiirious among the rocks, that the workmen had 
found the utmoft difficulty in preventing themfelves 
from being blown over the edge of the precipices. 
Sometimes when they heard its approach by the 
roaring along the vales, they were compelled to fall 
down on their hands and knees, and, laying faft 
hold on each other, to wajt in this pofition till the 
violence of the guft was pafied j or, when it Was 
likely to continue, they had to creep along till, 
under ftielter of the lide pf die mountain, they 
could proceed in fafety. A, party of the men were 
one morning going to the mine, when the wind 
was heard to roar budly along one of the hollows. 
They all, except one man, laid down till the guft 
had pafled by: he ridiculed their cowardice, and 
holding out his jacket on each fide, obferved, that 
^ as a fine breeze was fpringing up, he fhould 
fpread his fails, and make the beft of his way by 
ficudding before the gale, to his work,*^ The wind 
/ in 
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in a moment bore him from the ground to the 
diftan<ce of ten or twelve yards, where he was thrown 
down with the utmoft violence. He repented his 
folly, and though he was not much hurt, the acci- 
dent had a good eSeOt in teaching the men to a£l 
with the utmoft prudence in fimilar perilous fitua- 
tions. 

Two Denbighfliire gentlemen, who are alfo part- 
ners in this concern, have caufed a pretty good 
mountain horfe-path to be made from Gorphwysfa, 
beyond Llanberis, to the copper mine. This will 
now render the afcent to the fummit of Snowdon 
from Capel Curig and the village of J-lanberis per- 
fectly eafy. 

Weifli tourifts have been much in the habit of 
over-rating the difEculties that are to be encoun- 
tered in the Joiuney to the fummit of thin mountwi. 
To provide a^nft thefe, one of them rcK^a^miends a 
ftrong ftick \^th a fpike in the end, aB a thing 
aUblutely nec^bry ; another advifes that the foles 
of the (hoes be ibt round with large nails; and a 
third inveighs agti&ft attempting fo arduous imd fo 
diflicult an undertaking iQ boots. I can only fay^ 
that to have nails in the ihoes, and to take ft {tick 
in one's hand, may both be ufeful in their way^ 
but if a perlbn is in good health and fpirits, he iriil 
find that he can do very Well widiout either* t 
fhould recommend to the traveller to allow himfelf 
fufficient time : to be upon the journey by five or 

s fix 
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fii o'tlofck in the morning, when the ftift has n6t 
^ attailjed much power, and when tiife air is cool 
tbd reBr^ttang. The chief thing required is a tittle 
kbout, and thfe, by going gently akmg, win be 
rehdered very eafy. There is alfo aiiother advan- 
tage in haviiig plent^/of time; by fto|)pitt|^ fr©^ 
quently to reft himfelf, he will be enabled to enjoy 
thfe diflerdit diftaiit profpeds as they rife above the 
ihbuntaih^ and to obferve how the obje£b around 
him gradually change their appearance as he rifes 
hi^islr and higher.— It will always be neceffary to 
take a guide, for otherwife a fudden change in 
thife weather might render the attempt extremely 
perilous to a ftrangen But thefe changes are of 
no confequence to the men who are in the habits 
fef i&ending the mountain very frequently, for they 
ha^ maiks by which they would know the path in 
this moft cloudy weather. — ^A fufEcient fupply of 
^a^abtes is alfo abfolutely neceflary: the traveller 
Irifi find the utility of thefe long before he returns* 
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CHAP. XV. 

ExcuksiOK FnoM Llakberis to thx summit 
of Snowpon. 

Small Pool eallej Ffynnon Freeh. — Llyn Llwyda't/f.^-^Usn y 
Cwm Gldj, — Romantk Scenery. — Defient to the VtUagi ^f Llan- 
ierii* 

Ascent of Snowdon from Llyn Qweh-tn. ^ 

JB^Ufkh cwm $r'wyin)g,-^l*/yn f/ynn^n y Q^at.^^jfefpwt of a 
Mountain Storm. 

Ik the prefent excurfion 1 prpq^eded gboyt ^ triile 
beyond the village of Llanberis, and, 5:roffi»g th^ 
broQk that runs uitp the pqol, cpmmjeftc^d my 
5ifcent up the fteep mountains on the right.«-Afty 
fome fatigue, for the fun IJione bright, and th^ 
refl^^n from i^ie rgcks was v^ ppw^rfyji, jl 
g^ed the^ top pf the |u*ft range pf rocks whitfix 
overlook the vale I had l^.-t-Iw a hpljow ajnpng 
th^ jcnpuntains I found the little ppol call^ Fiyfj- 
non Frecb> Tbe Sfofte4 Weil. In its bottom v^^qe 
growing in great abundance thpfe rare plants, a}« 
moft wholly confined to alpine pools, Subularia 
aqtiaticay J^oetes lacyfirU^ and t'Obelia dgrtrnqri^. 

From hence I continued my ^eyflwy tip afoAer 
fteep, and from 1X9^ top obferved t^o other pook 
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in a vale at a gfeat cbptb below me^ called Llyn 
lAwjdaw, Tin Du/ky F§ol^ and Llyn y Cwm Glasy 
Tie Blue Pml in tie HpUpw. A finaU illand in the 
former is, in fpiing, the haunt of the Black-backed 
Gulls *, which here lay thdr eggs, and bring up thdr 
young. I did n©t defcend, as I coidd obferve no- 
thing about them likely to repay me for the trouble, 
but proceeded onward, for about a mile, along the 
floping fides of the mountains,, dil I came to the 
hollow called Bwlch Glas. After leaving thi^ pjace 
I was not long in attaining the fummit of the mo- 
narch of the Britifli Alps, 

FrcMn the top of the firft mountains, after I left 
Llanbens, till I came within fight of Llyn Llw^daw, 
the fcenery was awfully rude. It was one con- 
tinued feries of rocks, infinitely varied in their 
'figcure and diipofition. The nimble-footed fheep 
that bronzed on thdr dark fides, and ^pped along 
thdr tremendous precipices, looked down upon us 
'^with the ntmofl: compofure, fearffefe of any danger 
from thdr feemingly precarious fituation. In fome 
places the rocks, overhanging the path, feemed 
ready to ftart from their bafes, threatening deftruc- 
*tion to the travellers who had dared their gloomy 
'fliade. I was much pleafed with this part of my 
'ramble, for I love 

Thcfe looely regions, where, retired 
From little fcerics of art, gfeat Nature dwelk ' 
" ' fa aWf ul foL'tudc/'. - '^^' -^ ' - 



" * Larus mannutof Linaxus. 
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The latter part of the'excuriGon, along the fiofnng 
lides of the mountains, was fomewhaf unpleafitnt. 
The ftones I had to traverfe for above a mile 
were fo fmall iand loofe, as at every ftq> to give 
way: this not only rendered the walk fatiguing^ 
but fometmles, indeed, dangerous. The feenery 
was wild, but little inierefting. TTie hollow beneath 
me, hemmed in by the gloomy mountains arotmd, 
had, from a few points of view, a confiderahle 
degree of grandeur, but, in this refpeft, it was &r 
inferior to what I had paffed. Wandering alcmg 
this dreary fcene, I once or twice heard, fweetly 
mellowed by th^ diftance^ 

The wildly winding brook 
Fall Iioarie horn fteq> to ftecp. 

The light clouds fwept brilkly over the mountaips^ 
fometimes entirdy obfcuring them, and then again 
fliewing their fe^rated tops vifible through the thin- 
nefs of the mift. 

I defcended from Snowdon this time along what 
may with propriety be denominated a mountain 
fiair«caie, down the rocks immediately oppofite to 
the village of J4lanberis. This road was for the 
whole way fo very fteep and unplea&nt, that I 
would at any tii^e rather go three or four milea 
round than venture down it again. 
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AsCENt OF SnOWDON FROM LlYN C#ELLYN* 

Ok the following day I once agaijj went up to 
the faramit of Snowdoft, and this tipie I chofe, aa 
tke'pkce of my outfet, the cottage of the mountain 
glade ^o lives near Llyn Cw^yn, a pool about 
fix miies from Caernarvon, c^ the fide of the road 
l^y3mg from thence to Beddgelert.— We firft went 
along fome meadows which extend up the fides of 
tjie mountains for about half a mile. Leaving thefe, 
we^ after fome time, came to B>^lch Cwm Brwynog, 
The Hollow of the Vale of Brwynog^ a kind of gap^ 
betwixt the mountains, which overlook that vale. 
This place is reckoned about half way to the top, 
and perfons who vifit the mountain on horfeback 
ufetally ride thus fat, leaving their horfes here to 
the care of their fefvants till , they return.- — ^We 
paffed by Llyn Ffynnbn y Gwas, The Servanfs 
Pooly fo called, it is faid, froni the (hepherd of a 
fkrmer in the neighbourhood having fome time ago 
bfeen drowned there as he was wafhing his fheep, 
"f he toad then lies along a fteep ridge, one of thofe 
denominated the buttreffes of Snowdqn. 

"tlie path I found all the way exceedingly tire* 
jfottie. A little gbove the pool I had to pafe, for 
near a quarter of a mile, over immerife maffes of 
rocks, lying over each other in almoft every different 
direction, and entirely deftftute of vegetation. — ^The 
(ledgerway to the copper-m|ne (mentioned in the laft 

chapter) 
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<jnq)ter) will» however, now have done aw^y ^^ 
ihefe iaconyenieoces. 

During the y^qIq fom^er p;ut of this excurfiox^ 
tke iky was clear, and the fun (hone exceffively 
hot : not a fingle cloud was to be feen oji the whole 
concave of the heavens. Notwithftanding this very 
iavourable appearance, the guide, while we were 
on the top of Snowdon, fuddenly advifed that we 
ihould haden our defcent, as a ftorm would other* 
wile foon be upon us. I ridicule the idea without 
once confidering that the knowledge of the moun- 
taiae^s in the fymptoms of the weather, muft be 
much more correft than that of an entire ftranger, 
^md I h?d occafion to repent it. The wind had not 
long brfore veered round from eaft to fouth-weft, 
Mid a narrow Ikirt cff cloud feemed rifing from 
the^ ocean. I had already too often experienced 
th^ effects of this foreboding not now to fecond the 
guide's motion, and I was alfo well aware that we 
ihould undergo a thorough drenching before we 
could poffibiy arrive at his cottage. We packed 
iup our napkin and eating-veffels in the bafket, 
and footed our way with all ppffible expedition, 
-fpringing over the ledges, and among the broken 
fragments of the rocks, like mountain goats. The 
cloud increafed rapidly, and every time I could take 
my attention for a moment from my feet, I dif- 
covered that it had become more condenfed and 
jblack than before. Its mifly extremity npw eclipfe4 

s 4 the 
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the fun, and from the ftreaks with which it was 
marked, it was too plain what we had foon to 
expeft, I advifed that we fhould feek for fhelter 
under two fragments of rock a few hundred yards 
in front of us, till the fury of the ftorm paffed over. 
The velocity with which the lower clouds were 
moved, dafhed them among the hollows of the 
mountains, and whirled them round with great 
violence. In a few feconds we found ourfelves 
enveloped in a mift fo denfe that we could fcarcely 
find the ftones we had before feen, and undar 
which we intended to feek for fhelter. No fooner 
had we reached them than the torrent defcended in 
mingled hail and rain. The hailflones by rebound- 
ing came into my retreat, and the rain fo filled 
the floor, that^ in a fhort time, I found the water 
flowing over my fhoes. I was, however, imder the 
nfeceffity of quietly fubmitting to this evil to avoid 
being wet in other parts. Every moment I expefted 
to be aflailed by a tremendous flafh of lightning, 
and deafened by its confequent thunder. Fortunately 
thefe did not occur. The clouds blocked up the 
mouth of my retreat, and left me looking apparently 
into an expanfe of air : from the abrupt appearance 
of the rocks before me, I feemed to be fheltered on 
the verge of a precipice. In about half an hour the 
fury of the florm abated, and foon afterwards the 
heavens again became fe;rene. The brilliancy of 
the drops of rain on the grafs, and the moiflure 
on all fides, rendered the furroimding objeds very 

beau- 
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beaudfuh The channels were now filled, and tot- 
rents of water were feen pouring down all the 
mountains into their pools and hollows. Some of 
the larger ftreams overflowed the^r banks into the 
meadows. Our walking .was rendered very un- 
comfortable from the grafs and rocks being, fo flip- 
pery, as feveral times to throw us on our backs 
with confiderable violence. At length, however, 
we arrived in fafety at the bottom. — ^After refting 
myfelf here about a quarter of an hour, I again 
returned to Caernarvon. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

JxCURisiON FROM CAERNARVON TO THE SuMMITS 

OF THE Mountains Gjlyder and Trivaen. 

Ffcw of Lhnheris from iJ^Sufa ^f the Mouniains. — Lfyi y Cvfn^. 
— Mode of emmeylng Peat down the Steeps, -^Lhn IdiveJ."^ 
Cvm Idwei. — Tremendous Precipice and CataraS of TuU Du^ 
— Cwm Bechlwyd. — Trivaen. — Difficult Afcent* — Defcription 
of the Summit of Trivaen. — Daring Leap — Olyder Bach. — • 
Strange Maffes of Stone. — Glyder Vawr, — Exterjfive Profpe&. 
-^Evening Scene in Llanbcris, —Plartts found near TuU Du* 

Mr. Jones of Llanberis having obligingly dfFere4 
me accommodations at his houfe for a few days, 
that I might with greater eafe jmd convenience 
examine every thing remarkable in the neighbour^ 
hood of the village, I rofe early one morning to 
undertake, in company with my friend Williams, 
]yf far the moft laborious walk that I ever ventured 
upon in the courfe <>f one day. This was no lefs 
than to afcend the fummits of three mountains, 
Trivaen, Glyder Bach, and Glyder Vawr, none of 
them very much inferior to Snowdon. 

About feyen o'clock we fet out from the village, 
and direfted our route up the mountains on the 
north-eaft fide of the vale of Llanberis. When we 

had 
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had attained the brow of the firft: eminence, imme- 
diately above the village, we agreed to reft about 
five minutes, in order to oblerve the appearance 
of the vale and mountains, The church, with its 
half a dozen houfes, and a few trees and meadows, 
were feen almoft as on a map. Beyond thefe, and 
exactly oppofite to us, extended a long range of 
ferreted rocks^ marked with innumerable interfering 
ftreaks of red, the effeft of the mountain ftorms. 
The fun ihone with great brilliancy on thefe rocks, 
whilft Sm)wdon9 apd all the other mountains behind 
them, were entirely yelled in clouds. The lakes of 
Llanbeiis were in part^ifible. — ^Havijig afcended to 
the eminence next above us, we found that the 
whole extent of the Jakes was now brought into the 
view. The fcene became altogether more extended, 
for we h?id now ^ view over the intervening moun- 
tains to the other parts of Caernaryonfhire. Part 
of the iiland of Anglefea, and the ftrait of Menai, 
were to be feen filling up the openings of the 
mountains. We obfenred a few light and femi- 
tranfparent clouds float down the vale of Llanberis, 
^nd over the dark pools, ^-equently whirled by the 
wind in eddies. We at length arrived at a very 
fmall pool krioym %o all Welfli botanifts, called 

Llyn y Cwn, 

The Pool of the Dogs. This alpine lake was firft 
piade generally knowp from the affertion of Giraldus 

Cam- 
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Cambrenfis, that k contained a finguhr kind of 
trout, perch, and eels, which all wanted the left 
eye. Few people feem to have given credit to this 
account. Mr. Edward Lhwyd, however, fays that 
a Caernarvonfhire fiiherman informed him that he 
had feveral times caught monocular trout in Llyn y 
Cwn, and that thefe had all a diftortion in the fpine^ 
The honorable Daines Barrington alfo declares, that 
on accurate inquiry he had heard of monocular 
tront being taken here within the memory of per- 
fons then living. There are no fifh of any defcrq)-, 
tion in the pool at prefent *. 

In the bogs near this pool we found the fon of 
the Llanb^is guide, and two or three other perfons, 
digging peat ; and we obferved the mo4e in which 
they conveyed it down the mountains to the village^ 
Horfes are employed to carry it to the edge of the 
firft fteep, where it is loaded on fledges, each ma- 
naged by one man, to be conveyed to the bottomt 
Thefe, though tolerably large, and fometinies heavily 
loaded, feem not difficult to manage by thofe accu& 
tomed to the work. The men even venture to run 
wth them down the Ms fteep parts of the moun- 
tains, but when they come to a more fudden de- 
fcent, they make fudden turns from one fide to 
another, all the way down ; this effeftually checks 
the velocity which the fledge acquires ; but fo much 

* PliIL Tranf. vol. xxvii. p. 464-: and the vjlumc for the 
year 1767. 
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pradice is requifite in this work, that a perfon un- 
accullomed to it would foon throw himfelf down. 
They defcend with great velocity, and without any 
apprehenfion of danger. 

From Llyn y Cwn we proceeded, about three 
quarters of a mile, along a flat fwampy piece of 
^ound, till we came to an immenfe precipice above 
a hundred yards in perpendicular height, which 
forms one fide of the hollow that inclofes the black 
waters of 

Llyn Idwel. 

This hollow, furrounded on all fides by dark 
and prominent rocks, is called Cwm Idwel. It is 
laid to have been the place where Idwal, the fon of 
Owen Gwynedd, prince of North Wales, was 
murdered by a perfcm to whofe care and protection 
his father had entrufted him. The fliepherds be- 
lieve the place. to be the haunt of demons, and that, 
fatal as that of Avernus, no bird dare fly over its 
water. 

We defcended along the broken rocks on one 
fide of this precipice to a great depth into the 
hollow ; and turning among the larger mafles that 
iay in rude heaps, fomewhat more than half way 
down, where the defcent became more gradual, we 
foon found ourfelves at the foot of a tremendous 
rent, or chafm in the mountain, called 

-- ' TULL 
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TuuL Du, 

The Black Cleft* A more grand^ or more fuBKme 
fceue, the pencil even of Salvator Rofa could not 
have traced. The ftream that runs from Llyn y 
Cwn is feen rolling down the deep cleft at a vaft 
height above, and is broken in its defcent by a 
hundred interrupting rocks. There had be6n much 
rain the day before we were here, and the accumu- 
lated volume of water rufhing in a vaft cataraft, 
from the aftonifliing height of a hundred and fifty 
yardsj 

In one impetuous torrent down the ftcep. 

Now thundering (hot, and (hook the country round. 

Amongft the rocks at the bottom I obferved a 
number of circular holes of different fizes, froo^ a 
few inches in diameter to two feet and upwards, 
which had be^ci formed by the ed<iy of the torrent 
Srom above. TTide boJIows are frequently called by 
the Welfli people Devil^s PotSy and from this <i> 
xrumftance the place itfelf is fometkues called the 
JE)evil's Kitchen. 

We defcended from TuU Pu, ^d crofliag the 
foot of the range of rocks on the e^ fid^ of Cwx^ 
Idw^l, came at Length fo clofe tp NaiU Fr^ngon, n^ 
ta hiBtve a view ptearly of its whoje ej:tent. ^viX 
proceeding, iift^ a while we attained the l^i^fbeft 
part of the rocks immediately furrounding Cwm 
IdweK Here we found ourfelves on the verge of 

15 anotha: 
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ai!K)ther mountain hollow, finallof indeed than the 
!aft, bat equally cheerlefs and dreary, called Cwm 
BvcbJwydj containing a fmsdl black pool, Lfyn 
Bocbhvjd. From this fituation we had the whole 
conical fummit ci 

Trivaen 

In view before us. Its fides appeared not greatly 
inclining from a perpendicular ; and the huge mafles 
of rock that covered them feemed deftitute of vege- 
tation, excqpt where the clefts gave lodgement to 
a few moffes, bilberries, and a few fpecies of faxi- 
frage. To afcend its fummit appeared, as in truth 
we found it, a moft arduous undertaking : no part 
of Snowdon, frequented by travellers, can be in 
any degree compared to it.— We were determined 
not to be alarmed by appearances, however un- 
lavourable they might be, and though I believe we 
teach fek a fecret perfuafion that all our attempts , 
would be to no purpofe, wecroffed Cwm Bochlwyd, 
and approached the foot of this upper part of the 
mountain. Here we muftered all our refolutioh, 
and commenced the laborious taflc; and, stfter a 
tbiitihued climbing of about three quarters of an 
feour, for we could fcarcely take half a dozen fteps 
together in any place, without at the fame time 
tifing our hands, we found ourfelves on thefump^t. 
Here, fitnn the mafly crag, we contemplatfeci all 
the icene around us, which was rude as mountahi 
horror could render it* We iiood Qvi a merei 

pointy 
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point, and on one fide pf us. was a precipice 
more deep than any I had before feen. We 
united our ftrength, and rolled down it feveral huge 
pieces of rock : thefe continued their thundering 
noife for feveral feconds, and by their friftion and 
dafliing into hundreds of pieces, emitted a ftrong 
fulphureous fmell which afcended even to our fta- 
tion. The fummit of Trivaen, as I have remarked 
at the end of my obfervations on Nant Frangon, in 
a former chapter *, is crowned by two upright 
ftones, twelve or fourteen feet in height, about a 
yard and a half afunder, and each fomewhat more 
than a yard acrbfs at the top. To ftand upright 
on one of thefe, and look down the fide of 
the mountain, would infpire even a tolerably ftout 
heart with terror: to fall from hence would be 
inevitable deftrudHon. But my companion ftepped 
from the top of one to the- other. I am not eafily 
alarmed by pafling among precipices, and my head 
is, I believe, as fteady as that of moft perfons, 
but I muft confefs I felt my blood chill with horror 
at an afl: that feemed to me fo rafti. The force 
neceflary for the leap, without great management 
in its counteradion, wovlld have fent hun a ftep 
farther than he had intended to have gone, would 
have fent him headlong down the precipice. He 
informed me that a female of an adjacent parifh 
was celebrated for having often performed th|s 
daring leap, and when he was (landing, on one of 

* Chap.«xi. p. 1 96. 

c. : the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



M0X7NTAINS GLYDER. AlfD TftlVABN.. 2^3 

the ftonesi, dangerous as it was^ he was determined 
to attempt the fame. 

We defc^nded from the fummit, and, crofling a 
^mountain vale, afcended the fide of 

Glyder Bach, 

The leffer Glyder^ This mountain, though confider- 
ably higher than Trivaen, is neither fo fteep, nor, 
on its exterior, fo rocky. On its fummit there are 
feveral groups of columnar ftones, fome ftanding 
upright, others laid acrofs, and, in fliort, in all 
<iireftions. On meafuring them, we foimd many 
oi them to be from fixteen to twenty feet long, 
and twelve or fourteen broad. In one place there 
is a particularly large one, laid over fome others, 
and projefling far beyond them. My companion 
walk^ to the end of it, and evidently moved it by 
jumping on it. " Many of the ftones (fays Mr. 
Pennant in his account of this mountain) had fhells 
bedded m them ^ and in the neighbourhood I found 
feveral pieces of lava^ I therefore confider this 
mountain %o have been a fort of a wreck of nature, 
formed and flung up by fome mighty internal con- 
yulfion, which has given thefe vaft groups of ftones 
fortuitoufly fuch a ftrange difpofition, for had they 
been the fettled ftrata bared of their earth by a long 
feries of rains, they would have retained the fame 
regular appearance that we obferve in all other beds 
pf fimilar matter *.*• 

f Pennant's Tour, ii. i6o. 

T from 
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From hence we paffed to the fumniit of 

Glyder Vawr, 

The greater Glyder^ and obferved in our way feveral 
of the fame kind of infulated mafles of rock fcattered 
in different dire£Hons around us. — ^From this fitua- 
tion we had a grand and unbounded profpeft. On 
one fide, the immenfe mountains of Caemarvonfhire 
and Merionethfhire appeared with their towering 
precipices in fuch rude order, that they feemed 
'^ the fragments of a fliattered world -/^ thefe were 
interfered by green meadowy vales and deep glens. 
On the other fide, towards the town of Caernarvon, 
we had the whole of the ifle of Anglefea in fight, 
and at a great diftance northwards v/e faw the Ifle 
of Man, refembling a faintly formed cloud. All 
the intervening fpace in that direflloH betwixt us 
and the fea was filled up by the varied fcenery of 
mountains and vales, interfperfed with their lakes 
and ftreams. — Glyder Vawr is the moft lofty of all 
the Caemarvonfhire mountains, except Snowdon 
and Carnedd Llewelyn ; and in all the fcenery of 
the vale of Llanberis it forms a prominent feature. 

Having admired this delightful profpefl: for fome 
time, we defcended, and (hortly afterwards came to 
the bank of Llyn y Cwn. About eight o'clock, 
after a fourteen hour's ramble, among crags and 
precipices, we found ourfelves- once again in the 
vale of Llanberis, and not a little fatigued with our 
4ay's excurfion. 

As 
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As it was not probable that I fhould remain 
another night here, after reding myfelf about a 
quarter of an hour, I determined to make the beft 
of my time, tired as I was, and watch the ck>fe 
pf an 

Evening Scene" in Llanberis. 

I left my hofpitable friends, and ftroUed to the end 
of the lake. Scarcely a breath of air was to be felt. 
A white fog was extended, in long denfe ilreaks, 
low down in the vale. The evening clouds appeared 
acrofs the end of the lakes, tinged with various hues 
pf red and orange, from the refrafted rays of the 
departing fun. Thefe were reflefted in full fplen- 
dour along the water. The rocks reflefted various 
(hades of purple, as the prominences were prefented 
to the eye, or as the heath or verdure moft pre- 
vailed. Thefe colours after a while became one 
mafs of dark greenifh blue. The clouds loft their 
fplendour ; and the pool began to darken from the 
fhades of the mountains. Scattered clouds now 
fettled on various parts of the rocks, their light 
colours fingularly contrafting with the fomSre moun- 
tain tints. On looking from the pool towards the 
village, I was juft able to diftinguifh it in the 
gloom, its place being marked by the fmoke of 
the peat . fires, rifing a few yard^ perpendicularly 
from the chimnies, and theij fpreading into a cloud, 
and hovering <Krefl:ly over iL The rocks and 
precipices foftened by degrees into an uniform mafs 

T 2 of 
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of fliade. The general features now became ei^- 
tirely loft, and only the upper outline was diftin- 
guiihatle in the obfcuriiy. The evening fogs fpoi? 
after came on, and in a fhort time fo envelope^ 
the whole fcene, that not a lingle fornier trace was 
'*yifible. 



I fliall conclude this chapter with a cataIog^6 
of the plants that have been fo^nd near Tuil Du, 
and about the pool of Llyn y Cwn; and I very 
inuch doubt whether any other part of the king- 
dom, in fo fmall a fpace of ground, will afford fo 
many uncommon plants as ai'e to be nxet with here. 
For the particular habitats, the reader is, of courfe, 
as in the two former lifts, referred to the catalogue 
of Welfh plants at the end of the fecoijd volume. 



Melica ccerulea, 
Fcftuca rubra. 
- Cambrica. 

Plantago maritima. 
Galium boreale. 
Lobeb'a dortmanna. 
Parnaflia paluftris. 
Saxifraga ttellaris. 
■ nivalis. 

• oppoiitifoHa. 

—— ^ — hypnoides. 

palmata. 

~— — ccefpitofa, 

5ilene acaulis. 

Arenaria verna. 

— — va^. I. laricifolia. 



Hieracium alpinom. 
— — ~ taraxaci. 

fylvaticum. 

Statice armeria. 
Anthericum ferotinura. 
Juncus triglumis. 
P.umex (Jjgynus. 
yaccinium myrtillus. 
Chi-yfofplenium oppofitifoUum^ 
Gnaphalium dioicum. • 
Carex dioica. 

flava. 

■»■ atrata. 

pilullfera, 

Empctrum nigrum. 
Rhodiola rofea. 

Arcnari* 
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Arenaria var. 2. junipcrina. 

Sedum rtipcftre. 

Kubus (akatilis. 

— ^ — ~ ichamacmbnis. 

Thalifbrtim dpinum. 

^ ' minus. 
Subularia aquatlcsl. 
iDt^ba incana. 
Cochlearia offibinalis. 
■ ■ ' " ' i^reenlandica^ 



Junipcrus communis, n)ar, 
Lycopodiuiti felaginoides. 

' felago* 

' . ■ alpinum. 

Ifoetes lacufins. 
Pteris crifpa. 
Afplenium viridc. 
Polypodium pkegoptens. 

— • rhscticuw. 

Cyathea fragile. 



* i 
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CHAP. XVIL 

Excursion from Caernarvon into Angle&ea^ 

TheMenau — Ferr}es, — Lofs of Ferry -Boats • — Particulars oftheLofs 
of the Ahermenai Boat in 1785. — Tafy Moel Frt. — Anglefea,^^ 
Memoranda ofDafydd ap Gwilym, — Llanddwyn Abbey, — Dwyn^ 
nvenythe Wel/b Venus, — Beautiful ProfpeS. — Llanedwen.— Tradi' 
tion refpeSing a Woman Sixteen Feet high. — Invq/ion by the Remans, 
— Battle at Moel y Don. — Pli^s Neiuydd. — Cromlech. — Ancient 
Alode of ere£ling huge Stone Monuments. — Lijl of Cromlechs in 
Anglefea. — Ancient Place of Interment. — Gwymly. — Wine Houfes. 
— Holyhead. — Arnl*ivch . — Anglefea Copper ^ Mines. — Vitriol and 
Alum Work. — Smelting Houfes and Port. — Llanelian. — Elian's 
Clofet and Chefl.*^ Wakes and Superjlitions, — Memoranda of 
Goronwy Owen. — Pentraeth. — Plds G<wynn. — Tradition of an 
extraordinary Leap. — Beaumaris. — Beaumaris Cqftle. — Hiflory 
of the Caflle. — Ridiculous Defence of the Anglefea Royalijls^'^ 
Beaumaris Bay. — Baron Hill. — Obfervations on the general De* 
formity of what are called ornamental Buildings. — Llanvaes.^^ 
Penmon. —Marine Produdions of Anglefea. 

I CROSSED from Caernarvon into Anglefea by the 
ferry-boat, which every day, wKfen the weather will 
admit, takes paflfengers over the Menai, The Narrow 
Watery to and from the ifland. This is a diftance 
of fomewhat more than a mile* The boat always 
goes at high water,, and, when ready to fet out, one 
of the men blows a horn in the towij, to colled: 
together the paifengers* 

It 
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' tt Was the conjefture of a writer of the fixteenth 
century, that Anglefea was onc.e joined to the con- 
tinent of Wales, but that it had been feparated by 
the continual working of the ocean. He fays alfo 
that^ for fome time after the disjunflion, the in- 
habitants of Wales and Anglefea probably had a 
communication, by means of a bridge, till the 
breach became too wide for fuch a palfage to be any 
longer maintained ^. If this ever was the cafe, and 
it is by no means improbable, the laft point of 
feparation feems to have been near Bangor Ferry, 
for there the channel is at prefent much more 
narrow than in any other part, and at this place 
there is ftill to be feen a trace of fmall rocks jutting 
out in a line acfofs the channel. Befides thefe, there 
are alfo other great fplinters of rocks tumbled down, 
and really appearing as if the fea had confumed 
the foil in which they had once been bedded. — 
. In the hollows and cavernous interftices of thefe 
fallen and broken rocks, during an hour or two 
at the beginning of the flood, from the tides flowing 
in at each end of the (traits, and meeting here, the 
fea violently bpils and fluduates, making it for that 
time a dangerous whirlpool. This part of the ^ 
channel is called Pool Ceris, and is a place very 
difficult to be navigated by large veflels, which mufl 
not only be conduced by a flcilful pilot, but mufl 
alfo embrace the critical moment. 

* Defcriptio Britanniae, a Paulo Jovio, p. 10. 
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• ^ Ferries. 

There are fix felries from Caemarvonlhire info 
Anglefea ; Abermenaij about three miles fouth-wefl 
of Caernarvon ; Tal y Voel^ from Caernarvon ; Moet 
y Dcrij abouf half way betwixt Caernarvon and 
Bailor Ferry } Porthaethwy, or Bangor ^Ferry ; that 
from the promontory of Garth^ near the tovm of 
Bangor; and from Aberj acrofs the* Lavan Sands ta 
Beaumaris. — Several accidents have at different times^ 
happened at thefe ferries^ 

1664. The Abermenai fcri^-boat (which is foraetimesLbrought 
to take paflengers from Caernarvon to the Abermenai houfe, in. 
Anglefea), had arrived at the Anglefea fliore from Caernarvon,, 
the oars >vcre laid afide, and the paffengers were about to land^ 
when a mifunderftanding occurred concerning a penny more thaa 
the people were willing to pay. During the difputc the boat 
was can led into a deep place, where it upi^t, ai^d although it 
was at that time within a few yards of the ftiore, feventy-nine of 
the paffengers perifhed, one only efcapifjg. — The country people 
believed that this was a vifitation of heaven, becaufe the boat 
was built of timber that had been ftokn from Llanddwyn abbey. 

1723. The Tal y Voel boat was upfet on the thirteenth of 
April, and thirty perfons perilhed. A m^n and a boy only 
efcaped, the former by flpating on the keel of the boat, and the 
other by laying hold of the tail of one of the horfes, was dragged 
to the Ihore. 

1726. The Bangor ferry-boat was fo overloaded wkh peopkr 
in their return from Bangor fair, that it funk, and all the pat 
fengers (the number pot known) were drowned, except one 
man and a woman. The latter floated on her clothes till (he 
was taken up by another bo^t.— She was alive in the yeat 
1798.- 
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1785. In the month of December, the Abcrmenai boat in 
going from Caernarvon was fwamped in the oppoiite fand-bank, 
and all the paffengers perifhed except one, Mr. Hugh Williamst 
a refpedablc farmer now living at Tyn Llwydan near Aberffrawr 
in Anglefea. 

Loss OF THE Abermenai Ferry-Boat. 

The unafFefl:ed narrative of the latter melancholy 
event I received from Mr. Williams himfelf, and 
his ftory is too' interefting and too fimple to be 
related in any other than nearJy his own words : 

^* The Abermenai ferry-bOat ufually leaves Caer- 
narvon on the return of the tide,, but the 5th of 
December behig the fair-day, and there being much 
difficulty, on that account, in collefting the paffen** 
gers, the boat did not leave Caernarvon that even* 
ing till near four o'clock, though it was low water 
at five, and the wind, which blew flrong fromfouth- 
eaft, was right upon our larboard bow. It was^ 
neceffary that the boat fhould be kept in pretty clofe 
to the Caemarvonfhire fide, not only that we might 
have the benefit of the channel, which runs near 
the fl^ore, but alfo that we might be fheltered iron\ 
this wind, which blew direftly towards two fand- 
banks, at that time divided by a c]iannel, call^ 
Traethau Gwylltion, Thejhift'mg Sands. Thefe lay 
fomewhat more than half-way betwixt the Caernax* 
vonfhire and the Anglefea coafts. — ^It was not long 
^before I •perceived that the boat was not kept fuf« 
ficiently in the ghannel, and J immediately com* 

muiiicated 
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municated to a friend * my apprehenfions that w^ 
^^ere approaching too near the bank. He agreed 
in my opinion, and we accordingly requefted the 
ferry-men to ufe their befl efforts to keep her off. 
Every poffible exertion was made to this purpofe, 
with the oars, for we had no fail, but without 
eflFeft, for we foon after grounded upon the bank } 
and the wind blew at this time fo frefli as at inter- 
vals to throw the fpray entirely over us. 

^^ Alarmed at our fituation, as it was nearly low 
water, and as there was every profpeO:, without 
the utmoft: exeiiion, of being left on the bank, 
fome of the tailed and ftrongeft of the paffengers 
immediately leapt into the water, and, with their 
joint force, endeavoured to thruft the boat off. This, 
however, was to no purpofe, for every time they 
moved her from the fpot, fhe was with violence 
driven back. — In this diftrefCng fituation the boat 
half filled with water, and a heavy fea breaking 
over us, we thought it befl: to quit her, and remain 
on the bank in hopes, before the rifing again of the 
tide, that we fhould receive fome afliftance from 
Caernarvon. We accordingly did fo, and almofl 
the moment after we had quitted her, llie filled 
with water, and fwamped.-^Before I left her I had 
however the precaution to fecure the mafl:, on which, 
in cafe of neceffity, I was refolved to attempt my 

* Thomas CoUdock, gardener to O. P. Meyrick^ Efq. of 
Podorgan. 

efcape: 
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efciape : this I carried to a part of the bank neareft 
to the Anglefea (hore, where I obferved my friend 
with one of the oars, which he. had alfo fecured 
for a fimilar purpofe. 

** We were at this time, including men, women, 
and children, j^^^^y^ in number, in a fituation that 
can much better be conceived than defcribed. Ex- 
pofed, on a quick-fand, in a dark cold night, to 
all the horrors of a premature death, which, without 
affiftance from Caernarvon, we knew mull be cer- 
tain on the return of the tide, our only remaining 
hope was that we could make our diftrefe known 
there. We accordingly united our voices in re- 
peated cries for affiftance, and we were heard. The 
alarm bell was rung, and, tempefl:uous as the night 
was, feveral boats, amongft which was that belong- 
ing to the cuftom-houfe, put off to our affiftance. 
We now entertained hopes that we flxould ffiortly 
be refcued from the impending danger; — ^but how 
were we funk in defpair when we found that not 
one of them, on difcovering our fituation, dared to 
aj^roach uSy left a fimilar fate fliould alfo invplvQ 
them. A floop from Barmouth, lying at Porlh 
Leidiog, had Ukewife flipt her cable to drop down 
to our affiftance, the only effedual relief we could 
have received ji — ^but before flie floated the fqene was 
doled. 

*^ Finding that our danger was now every mo- 
ment increaiing, and no hopes of help whatevei* 
^ould ; be entertained,, I determined to continiiie no 
^ i^ longer 
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longer cm the bank, bnt to trad myfcdf -to the 
mercy of the fea. Being a tolerably good fwimmer^ 
I h»d full confidence that, with the maft, I ihould 
be able to gain the Anglefea fhore. I acccwfdingly 
went to the ^t wh^e I had depofited it, and 
found my friend there, with the oar in his 
hand. I propofed to him that we fttould tie the 
maft and oar together with two ilraw ropes, which 
Jfie alfo had along with hhn, and endeavoured to 
perfuade him to tiiift ourfelves tipon them. I fafj 
tened them together as fecureLy a3 poffible, and 
finding, afta* repeated endeavours to prevail on him 
to accon^ny me, that he had not fortitude enough 
to do it, I was determined to make the e^rt {«done* 
I pulled off my boots and great coat, as likely to 
knpede me in fwhnming : he committed his watdi 
to my «re, and we took a laft ^irewdL I pulhed 
tile raft. ^ Uttle off the bank, and placed myfetf 
Upon it, hut at that moment it turned, round, and 
thi^w ufie underneath. — ^In this pofition, vaith one 
0{ my arms flung through the rope, and exerting 
all my endeavours to kei^ tmy head above waljer, 
overwhelmed at intervals with the (^cay wluch i^»as 
blown over me with great violence, I ^was canaeA 
entirely off the bank. When I had i^een in )the 
Vater, as near as I could recolleO:, ^bout anhoisv 
I perceived, at a confider^ble diftance, a light. 1^ 
t believed to be (as it afterwards ^proved), in Tsd y 
Voel ferryrhoufe : my drooping fpirits wexeiseviredy 
aud 1 made every eKeirt»^& tp ^m ^the ftore, "bf 

pufluns 
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pafiiii^ the raft towards it, at the fame time calling 
put loudly for help. But judge of my difappoint- 
ment when, in fpite of eyery efibrt, I was carried 
part: the light, and fo^nd myfelf driving on rapidly 
before the wind and tide, .deprived now of every . 
hope of jrelief. Dreadful as my fituation was, I 
Jiad, however, ftill ftrength enough io perfevere in 
my endeavours to gain the ihore. Thefe, after being ' 
for fome time beaten about by the furge, which 
feveral times carried me back into the water, were 
at length efFecl;ual. After having been upwards 
of two hours tofled about by the fea, in a cold and 
tempeftuous night, fupported only by clinging hold 
of the piaft and oar of a fmall boat, I was thus pro- 
videntially retrieved from otherwife inevitable death, 
r— I now felt the dreadful effed of the cold I had 
endured, for, oh endeavouring to rife, that I might 
fedc further afliftance, my limbs refufed their office* 
Exerting myfelf to the trtmofl, I endeavoured to crawl 
iDward? the place where I had feen the %ht, diflant 
at leaft a mile from me, but at lafl was obliged to 
defift, and Ue down under a hedge, till my ftrength 
y^zs fpmewhat recovered. The wind and rain foon 
IDufed me, and after repeated ftruggles, and the 
moft pamfi^l efforts, I at length reached the Tid 
f Voel ferry-houfe. I was firft feen by a female 
pf the femiiy, who immediately ran fcreaming away, 
pnder the idea that fhe hsid encountered a ghoft. 
The family, however, by this means were roufed, 
jmd I was taken into the houfe. They put me 
- - into 
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into a wanii bed, gave me fome brandy, and applied 
heated bricks to my extremities : this treatment had 
fo good an efFeft, that on the following morning 
no other unpleafant fenfation was left than that 
of extreme debility. — ^Having been married but a 
very fliort time, i determined to be the welcome 
meffenger to my wife of my own deliverance. I 
therefore haftened home as early as poffible? and^ 
had the good fortune to -find that the news of the 
melancholy event had not before reached my dwel- 
ling. ^ 

*' This morning prefented a fpe£baele along the 
fhore which I cannot attempt to defcribe, Several 
of the bodies had been caft up during the nights, 
The friends of the fufferers crowded the banks, 
and the agitated inquiries of the relatives aftejr, 
thofe w^hofe fate was doubtful or unknown, and. 
the afHiftion of the friends of thofe already diC- 
covered, to this day fill me with horror in the. 
recolleftion : — I, alas, was the only furviving witr; 
nefs of the melancholy event. — ^Befides thofe bodies 
thrown upon the fhore by the tide, fo many were, 
found in various pofitionsy funk in the fand-bank, 
that it was not till after feveral tides tlpiat they^ 
could all be dug out— My boots and great coat 
were found under the fand, nearly in the place. 
where I had left them. The boat was never feein^ 
afterwards, and it is fuppofed to be even yet lodged 
in the bank.'* 

f AL 
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Tal y Moel Fre, 

Or, Tal y Voel Fre, The End of the Hill, where I 
landed in Anglefea, is fo called, from the coaft 
being fomewhat more fteep there than any where 
elfe in its immediate neighbourhood. The river 
Menai, fomewhere off this place, was the fcene of 
a fea-fight about the middle of the twelfth century, 
that has been celebrated in Wellh verfe by a bard 
of the name of Gwalchmai. His poem was that 
which Gray has given us in an Englifh drefs in, 

Owen's praife demands my fong, &c. 

A combined fleet of Irifli, Danes, and Normans, lay 
at anchor near this place ; and at the ebb of tide 
Owen Gwynedd came fuddenly upon them with 
his forces, and defeated them before they had 
time even to arrange themfelves in order of battle. 
Befides this poem of Gwalchmai, there is another 
Welfli poem defcribing the event, written by prince 
Howel, the fon of Owen Gwynedd, who was both 
a bard and a warrior. He feems to have at leaft 
had one of the indifpenfible requifites of a good 
poet, the inclination to enlarge the magnitude of 
an event ; otherwife I prefume he muft have viewed 
the enemy's forces through a multiplying glafs, 
for he defcribes the defeat of three hundred Jhipi 
rf wart 

Angle- 
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Anglesea, 

prior to the invafion of the Romans* had the nanoe 
of Mon^ which fignified merely an infulation from 
the continent of Wales; this nanie they latinized 
mto Mona. It received its firft appellation of Angle- 
fea on its reduction to the Saxon yoke. 

It is denominate " The Mother of Wales" by 
Giraldus Cambrenfis, for, he fays, when all the 
other parts of the principality failed in their crops of 
.corn, this alone, from its fertile foil and high ilate 
©f cultivation, was abjie to fupply them^ This may 
liave beepi the cafe in the twelfth century, when 
Giraldus vifited the country, and when the ftate of 
population throughout the whole kingdom was very 
diffident from what it is at prefent. The interior 
of the ifland appeared to me to be ¥e^ ill attendedi 
to in this refpefl;: and in addition, much of the 
land lieis in p6at-bogs, or is full pf low rocksy 
•which cannot be cleared but by blafting, ^tnd that 
at an eiptormous expence- There are^ indeed^ lpm« 
l&^ifts in the interior, but ij: is about the coaft 
that the ifland is feen in the richeft ftate, and par^ 
ticularly about that part which is oppofite to Caerr 
narvon^re.--t-The general face of tjie country is 
low, flat, and unpleafant j and although it h^ been 
reprefented ts nearly, covered with wood in* the 
time of the Druids, there is now fcarcely any other 
than what is found in the plantations on the fouthr 
eaft coaft. 

Tl^e 
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The princes of North Wales had their entire 
refidence in this ifland, except when driven out for 
two centuries by the Irifli and Pifts, till tfie clofe 
of the reign of th^ir laft prince. The palace was at 
Aberffraw ; and I have been informed that fome 
few fragments of the walls are yet ftanding, forming 
now part of the walls of a bam. 

Memoranda of Dafydd ap Gwilym. 

While I am fpeakii\g in g^ieral terms of the 
ifland of Anglefea, it may not be impropo: to in- 
troduce to the Englifli reader a few biographical 
anecdotes of this celebrated Welfh bard. 

Dafydd ap Gwilym began and iended his life in 
the fourteenth century. He died about the year 
1398, and there is great reafon to fuppofe that at 
this time he was upwards of fixty years of age. 
The ifle of Anglefea, and the eojonty of Cardigan, 
alike claim the honour of his birth, and there are no 
doounents fufEciently authentic to decide the coiji- 
t^ntion. 

His father, Gwilym Gam, was a lineal defcend* 
ant from the Welfli princes. The traditionary and 
written accounts extant concerning our bard, feem 
to prove, that on his mother's friends difcQvering 
her to be pregnant, (he was turned out of doors : 
in this dilemma fhe put herfelf under the protedioa 
of her lover, who immediately married her.^-^-On 
a fubfequent reconciliation with her parents, the 

u boy 
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boy was taken into the family of one of his uncle's, 
who had him inftrufted in every kind of. learning 
conducive to a knowledge of poetry. 

At the age of fifteen, Dafydd returned to his 
parents, but being an untraftable youth, of wild 
and ungovernable fpirits, he fo often lampooned 
them in his poetical compofitions, that he was at 
length compelled to quit his home, and feek for 
refuge under the roof of Ifor Hael, a relation of his 
father, in Cardiganfliire. 

Ifor employed Dafydd as his fteward, and afligned 
his daughter to his tuition. He had not occupied 
this fitiiation long before it was difcovered that a 
mutual attachment had taken place between the 
youthful tutor and his pupiL The confequence to 
her was an immediate confignment to a nunnery in 
Anglefea. Her bard followed her to the ifland, 
and, difguifed as a fervant, hired himfelf to the 
abbot of a neighbouring monaftery, in the hopes 
of once more obtaining a light of the objedt of his 
wiflies, and probably of perfuading her to elope 
with him. Finding, however, that all his endea- 
vours were fruitlefs, his ardour at length gave way 
to refleOion.' He foon after returned to South 
Wales, and was again received by his generoui 
patron, whofe houfe he found an agreeable afylum 
for many years. — ^During his refidence here be was 
deded to^ the chair of the Eifteddfod, the higheft 
i}ardic honour that he could attain. 

Dafydd 
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Bafydd poffeffed an elegant perfon, and this, 
vnth his numerous accomplifliments^ rendered him a 
great favourite with the fair fex. He is defcribed to 
have been tall and (lender ; and to have had yellow 
hair, which flowed in beautiful ringlets over his 
fhoulders. His drefs, according to the manners of 
the age in which he lived, confifled of a pair of 
long trowfersj-a clofe jacket, tied round his waifl 
with a fafh, that fufpended a fword of no incon- 
fiderable length ; and a loofe gown, trimmed with 
fur, which he wore over the whole. On his head 
he had a round cap, or bonnet. He was one of 
the greateft beaus of his age; and his conduct 
towards the women brought him into many un- 
lucky fcrapes, which he has occafionally mentioned 
in different parts of;* his works. 

He is faid to have had no fewer than twenty- 
four miflrefles, and he one day made an affignation 
with each of them under a neighbouring oak tree* 
The merry bard took care to be on the fpot before 
the time appointed, and, climbing the tree, fat there 
perfedly concealed from view. Every one was 
punftual to the time, and a fmgulaJ: fcene occurred. 
They gazed in aftonifhment at one another, each 
lecretly provoked at fo flrahge and fo imlucky 
an accident. Explanations, however, foon took 
place, and in the firft burfts of theil* paflion the 
univerfal cry was, " We will be the death of the 
villain." — " Indeed!" fays the bard, peeping from 
Among the branches, " it is neceffaiy then that I 

V z fhould 
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ihould explain J*' and he addrefled them with fa 
much ingenuity, that each began to queftion the 
other's purity, and a fight commenced, in the heat 
of which he defcended, and quietly decamped, 
lea^ving them to terminate the dilute among them- 
felves. 

Notwithftanding the libertine principles of Da^ 
fydd ap Gwilym, he is believed to have entatained 
a firm and conftant attachment to Morfydd, the 
daughter of Madoc Lawgam, whom he firft few at 
Rhofyr, in Anglefea. Their hands were joined by 
imeof the bards, ^d they refided together for fome 
time. The relations of lyiorfydd not concurring in 
her choice, ftole her from h&t lover, and united 
'her, according to the ceremonies of the church, 
to a wealthy, but decrepid old man, whom Dafydd 
ridicules in his poems under the name of Bwa 
Bach, The Httk Hunchback. The remainder of the 
old man's lif^ feems to have been fpent in watchings 
and jealoufy, for Dafydd omitted no opportunity 
to perfuade her to elope from him, arid he at length 
accomplifhed his wifhes. After ftriQ: fearch the 
fugitives were difcovered : the bsard was^jrpfecuted 
\>y the hufband, and fined in a heavy penalty* 
Not being able to fatisfy this, he was tak^a to 
prifon, whence, howjever, he w?3 foon releafed by 
fome of his countrymen, who r^ifed the money 
among themfelves, and difcharged the fiae. He; 
made a fecopd attempt, which failed, but ys at- 
tachment wq§ fi) lively and miife^tted, that he 

wrote 
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wtote in her praife a hundred and forty-feven poems, 
feme of which are by no means fliort compofitions. 

Between Dafydd ap Gwilym and GiyffyddGr^g, 
an Anglefea bard, a man of confiderable genius and 
learning, there was a rivalfliip for feipe, which pro- 
duced many mafterly compofitions on each fide. 
This contention had been carried on for a long 
time, and, with great animofity, when a Welfhman 
of the name of Bola Bauol offered a wager, which 
was immediately accepted, that he would effe£t 
'their reconciliation. He Ihortly afterwards went 
into North Wales, and induftrioufly circulated a 
report of the death of Dafydd ap Gwilym. This 
fo much affefted his rival, that, laying afide every 
other feelings in the poignancy of his grief, he 
wrote an elegy bewailing the lofs of his friend^ in 
the moft affectionate terms, Bola, having in the 
mean time contrived to circulate a ftory of thq 
fame nature in. South Wales, of the death of Gryf- 
fydd GrAg, was much pleafed, on his return, to 
find that Dafydd had alfo written a pathetic elegy 
on his opponent, . He thus fucceeded according to 
his expeftations, for, on difcovering to each the 
real fentitnents of the other, they forgave the frolic, 
and ever afterwards remained firm friends. 

Dafydd ap Gwilym feems to have little further 
concerned himfelf with religion, or in religious opi- 
nions, than in abufing the monks, and. the prieft- 
hood in general ; and he never omitted any oppor- 
tunity of holding them up to ridicule. In his old 
. . ^ u 3 age. 
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age, however, he confeffed his condud towards the 
minifters of religion to have beeil reprehei^fible ; 
and on his death-bed he compofed fome verfes 
beautifully expreflive of his refignation, and of the 
hope with which he awaited his approaching dif- . 
folution. — ^He furvived his relations, his patrons, 
and his fair Morfydd, many years. He waV buried 
in the monaftery of Y Strad Flur in Cardiganfliirei 

From his writings it evidently appears that the 
conduQ: of Dafydd ap Gwilym bordered altogether 
on an extreme of licentioufnefs ; he deipifed all 
rules that contrafted his pleafures, and broke 
through every barrier that tended to reftrain his 
inclinations. He has been reprefented as eminent 
for fobriety, for uniform good condud,^ gentle 
manners, and great refervednefs in converfarionj 
and in the fketch of his life prefixed to his poems, 
it is faid that, ♦* in his works we difcov^r the flights 
of imagination, and the playfulnefs of his mufe, 
and not the difpofition of the man.'^^ But to thx§ 
I can by no means affent: no man would be in^ 
clined to reprefent himfelf in an unfayourable light j 
and as Dafydd has recounted many of his adven- 
tures, and brought forward there many opinions 
altogether inimical to ujiiformity of right eonduft, 
we are neceflarily induced to fuppofe, that in jftating 
them he not only was altogether carelefs of his own 
mzmners, in the anxiety to gratify his inclinations, 
but that he defpifed every opinion that might be 
formed by the world refpeding them, 

• Hi« 
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His works poffefs harmony, invention, eleg^^ce, 
and perfpicuity. The powers of his mind rolb 
greatly fuperior to all the difadvantages of the 
period in which he lived. In harmony of verfifi* 
cation, his works even now ftand as a model of 
perfe£lion, although at the time when he wrote, 
moft of the laws of compofition were in a ftate 
of fluftuation, and others were altogether unknown; 
It feems, indeed, very probable that fbme of hk 
verfes might form the idea for many rules which 
were afterwards fettled. He had both feeling and 
judgment ; in his love poems there is a "peculiar 
foftnefs and melody in all their variations ; and this, 
in a greater or lefs degree, may be traced through 
all his works, from the flighteft efforts of his mufe, 
to the moft grand and fublime parts of his ima^ 
gery. 

Llanddwyn Abbey, 

In defcribing the places which I have vifited in 
the ifland of Anglefea, I fhall begin with the 
Llanddwyn rocks and abbey, at the extreme fouth 
point, diftant from Caemarvon in a direO: line 
about, fix miles. It was fome days after my ex- 
curfion through the ifland that I came here, in the 
cutter belonging to the hotel, but as it lies out of 
'every other direftion, its defcription will fill this 
place more appropriately than any other. 

The ruins of Llanddwyn abbey are fituated about 
the middle of a fandy flat iurrounded by rocks, and 

u 4 alfo. 
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alfe^ except on one fide, by the fea. Some of the 
5^alls are yet ftanding, but they poffefs nothing of 
gothic elegance. /If I could jtidge from the prefent 
traces of its fite, the ereftion altogether has never 
b^en of any confiderable magnitude. 

This church wais dedicated to the Welfli Venus, 
Dwynwen, the daughter of Brychan Ufth. As the 
tutelary faint of lovers, her flirine was much reforted 
'to in the ages of fuperftition and ignorance. She 
was well fbpplied with offerings, by lovers, to induce 
lier good offices in foftening the otherwife impene^ 
trable hearts of the objeds of their affedioDu 
Daiydd ap Gwilym, in qne of his poems, addreffes 
her : " Dwynwen, fair as the hoary tears of mom* 
.ing, thy golden image in its choir, illumined with 
waxen torches, well knows"^ how to heal the pains 
of yonder crofs-grained mortals.— A wight that 
watches within thy choir, bleft is his happy labour, 
thou fpleiidid beauty! With aifliflions, or with tor- 
tured mind, Ihall none return from Llanddwynl*' 

This place, I have been informed, is a noted 
refort of fmugglers, and thdr traces are indeed 
fufficiently evident in feveral large and deep holes 
dug in the fand for concealing the cargoes. I have 
feen few places more inviting to this fpecies of illicit 
commerce. Several narrow entrances between the 
rocks, wi& a fine fahdy. bottom, feem particularly 
calcutated to hide their little veffels from the care- 
lefs eye' of the revenue officers of this diflrift. 
Here they can run in, a^d (being four or five mfles 

from 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAERNARVON INTO ANGJLESEA. - ^97 

from any inhabited pkce, and Turrounded by emi^ 
neftcea,) unload and deliver their cargoes to thda: 
tfowflarieis without apprehenfion. 

From the Anglefea coaft, near the Tal y Voel 
f«rry*houfe, the town of Caernarvon, with di« 
ftraits of Menai in front, and the high grand moun*- 
tains in the back ground, were ftrikingly beautiftit 
Snowdon was, the day I was^here, paffe£Uy ua^ 
clouded, and his red fides, brightened by the fuH, 
tvere feen gradually floping till they ended in a 
pdnt for above the tops of all the adjoining mount* 
iains ; eaefr of which had its beauty in the difpofitioa 
x>{ its lights and ibades, and of its prominences and 
hollows. 

It was my original intention to have proceeded en- 
tirely round the ifland, by Newborough, AberflFraw, 
and Holyhead. Bui <m inquiry into the praftica^ 
bility of this fcheme, I found that I Ihould meet 
with confiderable difficulty, from the circumftance 
of a bank having been burft by the fea, near 
Abeirffraw, and feveral hundred acres of land being 
conftantly flooded at high water. My route was 
therefore neceffarily changed, and inftead of making 
the circuit I had inten4ed, I botanized along the 
Anglefea coaft as for as Moel y Don feriy, from 
whence I tocd^ the diredl: road to Holyhead. 

About three miles from the place where I landed, 
I pafled Llamdwen, a village npw celebrated prin- 
cipally 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2g& EXCURSIdK FROM 

cipally from its being the place of interment of 
Henry Rowlands, the learned author of " Mona 
Antiqua Reftaurata," He was inftituted to this 
vicarage in Oftober 1696, and he died in the year 
1723. A black flab, near the fouth end of the 
church, contains a Latin infcription to his memory: 
this was his own compofition, but it is now nearly 
obliterated,— i-The Welfli people have a ftrange tra^ 
dition, that the body of a woman Jix teen feet long, 
lies buried acrofs the path leading to the fouth door 
of the church. The prefent gardener at Plas Ne- 
wydd, to fatisfy fome inquirers, was induced to dig 
up the place a few years ago, but no bones, or any 
other evidence occurred that could fupport fo ridi-. 
culous a flory, 

The place where the Roman general Suetonius 
Paulinus ftrft landed, when he invaded this ifland, 
is not fer from Llanedwen. About two hundred 
yards from the Menai there is a field yet called 
Maes Mawr Gad, The Field of the Great Army^ and 
at a little diftance eaftward, juft on the fhore, a 
place ftill retains the name of Rhiedd, or The Chief 
Men^s Fofi. The foot foldiers are recorded to have 
pafled the ftraits in flat-bottomed boats ; and the 
horfemen by fording, where the depth of the water 
would allow it, and by fwimming over the middle 
of the channel. This feems to have been perfe^ly 
pradkicable, iot the flream at low water is here very 
parrow, and fo fhallow, as in few places to be more 
than a fathom, or a fethom and.a half, in depth. , 

MoE^ 
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MoEL Y Don, 

The Hill of the Wave^ is celebrated as being th« placc^ 
where^ in the year 1282, part of the Engliih army 
experienced from the Welfh a fevere defeat, attended 
with great flaughter. Edward J. had led out his 
men to contend with the Welfli foldiers in the opei^ 
plaiins, but, on their retiiing to the mountains, h© 
did not dare an attack in their faftnefles. He there- 
fore fent over a party of men into Anglefea, an^ 
ordered them to enc^;mp on the bank of the Mensu^ 
ne^u- Moel y Don j at the fame time giving direc-r 
tions for a bridge of boats, of width fufficient for 
fixty men to m?.rch abreaft, to be built acrofs the 
ftraits. He retired to Conwy caftle with the re-, 
mainder of his army ; and the workmen proc^4ed 
in their oper^tions^ The bridge was fo far finiflied, 
that part of it only wanted bo?u*ding over, when, 
at the ebb of the tide, feveral of the Englifh nobility, 
ajid about three hundred foldiers, rafhly croffed it, 
and remained on the oppofite fide till the tide had 
cut off their accefs to jhe bridge. The Welfh foon, 
received information of this circumftance, and, de* 
fcending in ^ body from the mountains, rufhed with 
fuch fury upon the affrighted Englifhm^n, that 
every one of them, e;j^cept fir "^Villiam Latimer, 
who, from the excellence of his horfe, got back in 
lafety, was either put to the fword, or pe^ihed in 
the water. The hiftorians inform us that, befides 
the pommon foldiers, the Welfli flew, in this en^ 

3 counter, 
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counter, thirteen knights, and feventeen young gen* 
tlemen, probably officers commanding in the Englifli 
army*. 

pLAs Newydd. 

I deviated from the Holyhead road about a mile 
at Moel y Don, to examine the houfe and grounds 
of lord Uxbridge at Plas Newydd, The NewMan^ 
Jion. The houfe is a very elegant building. It 
ftands upon the bank of the Menai, is almoft fur- 
rounded by woods, and commands from the front 
windows a beautifully pidurefque and extenfive 
profped of thofe Britifh Alps, the mountains of 
Caemarvonfliire. 

At a little diftance are fome druidical remains, 
a large and a fmall cromlech^ which ftand clofe 
together. The former of thefe is about thirteen 
feet long, and twelve broad. The upper ftone, 
which, in fome parts, is about four feet in thicknefs, 
till very lately refted on five upright fupporters of 
ftone ; but, about two years ago, after fome heavy 
rain, the one at the back fuddenly fplit, fince which 
time it has been neceffary to prop it with fupporters 
of wood. 

The original defign of the cromlech, notwith- 
ftanding the contrary opinion of various antiquaries, 
feems only to have been as a fepulchral monument ; 



* Powcl, 372. HoUnfhed, 11. 28 r. 
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for, un<}er feveral cromlechs in Cornwall and othar 
parts of England, hones have been found depofited^ 
It appears to have been the original of our prefent 
altar tombs, which are but a more diminutive and 
elegantly formed cromlech *. 

That thefe ereftions Ihould have been intended 
as altars for the druidical facrifices, feems alto* 
gether impoffible. The upper ftones are, in general, 
too fmall, a!nd mu^h too high for a fire to b^ 
kindled on them, fufBcient to confume the victim, 
without burning the officiating priefl. In addition 
to this, the horrid rites with which the Druid facri- 
fice was attended, could not poffibly have beeni 
performed on fo fbaall and fo perilous a ftatipn* 
The upper flones of feveral of them were alfo fo 
thin, that the intenfenefs of the facrifical fire would 
bfive cracked ?nd broken th^m. — Some anticjuarians 
have afferted that they were defigned as places of 
wprfhip; but there feem^ as little reafon for this 
fuppofition as the former. In many of them, tho 
fpace beneath is fo fmall, as fcarcely to admit a man 
even to creep into them j and, befides this, great 
i\iinaLber§ of them were ered^ on barrows, or heaps 

* The word cr9mkch is Britifh, and fignifies a ftone that is 
of a flat or concave form, or that inch'ncs or bends down^ 
wards. Rowlands, without any other apparent reafon, than 
to fupport his hypothefis of the cromlech being conftrpflcd 
JUid ufe4. for the druidical facrifice?, derives it from the He^ 
brew Carem Luach, a devoted ftone or altar. Mona Antiqua, 

of 
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t)f lode ftones ; — z very uneafy, and therefore vei^ 
imBkely, fituation for devotional offices *. 

An attempt has been made to prove that by 
means of only a lever and an inclined plane, it 
would be poffible to ereft fome of the largeft ftone 
monuments that we have in this ifland. To do 
this, we are to imagine that the founders of thefe 
erections firft formed fmall mounts of firnt and 
folid earth for inclined planes, which they flatted 
and levelled at the top. Up the floping (ides of 
thefe they might, by means of ftrong levers, upon 
fixed fulcra, with heavy weights at the ends, and 
hands fufficient to guide and manage them, by little 
and little heave up to the top the ftones they 
intended to ereft^ Thefe, we are to fuppofe, they 
laid down there ; then^ digging a hole at the end 
of every ftone intended for a column or fupporter, 
as deep as the columns were long, they again ap- 
plied their levers, raifed the ftones on end, and let 
them flip into the holes. Thefe ftojies being now 
well clofed about with earth, and their tops made 
exaOily lev^l with the top of the mount, the flat 
crojfe-ftones might then be rolled up to them in 
the fame manner as the columnar ones had been 
done before. As foon as thefe were all fecurely 
placed acrofs their fupporters, the earth was cut 
liway nearly to the bottom, and there would then 
appear what are called Stonehenge, Rollrick, and 

♦ Sec Borlafe's Anti^juiucs of Cornwall, p. 210. 
-^ the 
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the Britifh cromlech ; or, where no incmnbent 
ftone was wanted, the upright columns, or pillars, 
which we now find in many diflferent parts of the 
kingdomf — ^This feems the moft fimple and natural 
mode that can be conjeftured for the erection of 
thofe ftupendous monuments of antiquity j and it is 
more than probable that it aftually was the mode 
adopted by. the Britifh mechanics, who obtained 
their knowledge of Icience from the Egyptians and 
Phoenicians, with whom they had very early com- 
munication *. 

The following is a lifl of twenty-eight cromlechs, 
which, I believe, are yet to be found in the ifland 
of Anglefea: 

Two at Plas Newydd, in the parifli of Llan Edwen. 

One at Bodowyr^ Llanidan. 

One at Trevor, Llanfadwrn. 

Two at Rh6s Fawr, Llanfair yn Mathafarn. 

One at Marian Pant y Saer, Ibid. 

One at Llugwy, Penrhos Llugwy. 

One at Parkiau, Ibid. 

Three on Bodafon mountain, Llanvihangd Tre'r-bcirdd* 

Three at Boddeiniol, Llanbaleo. 

One at Cromlech, Llanfechell. 

One at Henblas, Llan GriftioIi«. 

One at Tynewyddland, Llanfaelog. . 

One, partly demolifhed, on My- 7 ,, ., 

nydd y Cnwe, i 

Three fmall ones near Cryghyll river. Ibid. 
One near Towyn Trewen, Llanfihangel YneibwI. 

One near Llanallgo, - Llanallgo. 

One at Cxexnh'ny ... Llandonc. 

• Rowlands, 95, *96, ^ ^ > . . -• 

Opc 
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Oj^ at Myfyrian^ in the parifii of Llanidan* 

One at Bodlew, and 

One at Rhos y Ccryg. ^ 

In returning from the houfe at Pias Newydd, 
to the Holyhead road, I obferved, at a little diftance 
from the path, a large tumulus^ which, on fub-^ 
fequent inquiry, I was informed, is generally be- 
lieved by the country people to have been a 
druidical place of interment, and to have originally 
had fome connexion with the cromlech. A large 
upper ftone is now expofed, and beneath this, I 
found a low entrance into a fubterraneous recefs, 
apparently ten or twelve feet long, and four wide 
and high. The fides are formed by flat upright 
ftones, one of which, oppofite to the entrance, is 
faid to clofe the paffage into a vault confiderably 
larger than this. This place was firft expofed in 
the time of fir Nicholas Bailey, about feventy years 
ago ; and, when the \^orkmen had opened the en* 
trance into the larger recefs, he ordered them to 
difcontinue their operations, as it feemed to contain 
nothing but bones. A fervant of the prefent earl 
of Uxbridge, at the requeft of fome gentleman who 
vifited the place about eighteen years ago, dug to 
the depth of about twelve feet in the bottom of the 
Jftnaller vault, and difcover^d a few human bones, 
and a very old clafp knife, which xiaight probably 
have been loft by the men who before dug in the 
fame place, &r the man could give W^ t^o fatis* 
factory defcriptioa pf it* 

Having 
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Having linUhied my examination of this ancient 
f^kce of interment, I purfued my journey towards 
Holyhead; and^ evenkig coming on, I took up my 
abode for the night at 

GwVndY, 

The Wine Houfe^ an inn ftariding nearly equi-diftant 
from Bangor and Holyhead%— About the feign of 
Edward IV., and fot fonfie years fubfequent to that 
period, the gentlemen of Wales frequently invited 
their friends in large parties to exerc^e in wreflling, 
tournaments, and other feats of aftivity: but, as 
thefe meetings, in coriequeUce of the numbers in- 
vited, were ufually attended with great expence, they 
were always held in the houfe of fome neighbouring 
tenant^ who was fuppiied -^mxh wine from his lord*s 
cellar, and this was fold to the viiitors, and his 
mafter received the profits. Thefe houfes were de- 
mominated Gwyndu^ or wiUe houfes ; and from this 
circumftance the prefent place had its name, 

Holyhead* 

: In the morning I proceeded tpwiards this place, 
-diftant -about thirteejl mites* Holyhead is fituat^d 
.on anJfland, at the exflreme ^dl point of Ahglefesfc, 
i)Ut, excfept at high water, the dividing channel is 
fpffable without boat^. The ifland is feven or eigfe 
imil^s long, and) in mod pjrts tdwaf ds the fea^ fo 
rocky, a^ to t^ inhabited only by the various; fpecies 

X of 
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of fea-fowl, tvhich breed among the 6KfIs* — l^ront 
being the neafeft point of :this kingdom that lie# 
towards Dublin, it has al^^ys been much reforted 
to by company paffing to and from Iretand*^ In 
itfelf, however, it poffeffes but few attraftions fof 
the tourifl on pleafure-— ^The diftance from Holy- 
head to. Dublin is ^bqut twenty leaguesj which the 
packets generally make in a^joctt twelve hpurs^ 
They have been known to fail over in fix, and in 
iiormy weather, ^on the contrary, they, have beed 
kept at fea for two or thtee days* The paffage^ 
both from Parkgate and Liverpool to Dtibljunij. has 
been found extrepiely dangerous,^ on account of the 
Welfli coaft, along which tlie pack^t^.have tq run 
for more than half way* On thiscoafl, i% heavy 
gale^ of wind from north-eaftj they have o.fteijbeeii 
wrecked. The great advantage in f?^ing from the 
Head arifes from the veffels bemg »ble in a fhort time 
entirely to qlear the land^ jmd alfo in the length 
of the paffage by water being very cojifiderably 
leffened. 

The name that the Welfh have given to this 
place is Caer Cybi, The Fort of Cy!n. They fay 
that it was the ^refidence of Cybi^ the fon^ of 
Sdk>mon, duke of Qcfjttim[\^ liho^ being conie^ 
<rated a biihop^ for his diftinguifiied zeal againft 
the Arians, fettled" here abo«t. A^ ead of -16*. 
fotfrth century, and founded a firiaH monaftei^ 
Its name of Holyfcead is fappbfed' to have be^ 
acq^iired from its hayiifg' been, at ififfereat tkaes^ 
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the place of interinent of a great number of holy 
men*i 

The church-yard is oh a rock diredly above the 
fea : it forms a quadrangle of about ninety yards, 
by forty. Three fides are inclofed by ftrong walls, 
and the fourth is nearly open to the fea, having 
bnly a parapet defended by fteep rocks. — It is 
afferted by Ibme writers^ that the fite of this church^ 
yard was fortified in the fixth century by Cafwalloa 
Law Hir, Cqpvuallon the Long Handed^ at that time 
prince of Wales. He had been fent by his father, 
the king of Cumberland, into Anglefea, to contend 
with an army of Irifh Pids under their chieftain Sirigi, 
who had, not long before, landed in the ifland, and 
jput the inhabitants to flight. iSirigi had his fleet at 
anchor near Holyhead, and not far from hence 
the two parties met. A fevere confli£t enfued, 
which ended in the death of the Irifh leader by the 
jprince's ovm hand, and the entire deflru£tiori of his 
forces f. 

The church is a handfome embattled edifice, built 
in the form of a crofs. It is fuppofed to have been 
once a college of prebendaries, founded by Hwfa 
ap Cyndelw, lord of Llys LGven in Anglefea, and 
one of the fifteen tribes of North Wales, who lived 
in the twelfth century. The exaO: number of the 
prebaidaries is not now known j there is evidence, 

* Holinfhcd. Tanner. 

t Rowlands, 147. Carte, i. 187. 

X a how* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



308 £JtClJR*SIOK FROM 

however, that they were at leaft twelve. The pfe* 
fident of this church was one of the three fpuitual 
lords of Anglefea. In the reign of Edward lit., the 
whole of the church, except the chancel, was re-- 
built ; and this wa^ repaired in the beginning of the 
laft century. This church became the property of 
Rice G>^7nne, efq., who, in 1648, gave the great 
tythes to Jefus college, Oxford, for the maintenance 
of two fellows and two fcholars. Since that time 
It has been ferved by a curate nominated by the 
college*. 

A number of crofs-roads, fufficiently difagreeable, 
^ led me> over a moil uninterefting country, to 

Amlwch, 

'Near the Lake\^ a fmall market town about a mile 
from the Paris mountain^ that inexhattftible mine of 
copper, a mine of wealth to all its proprietors* 
Amlwch feems entirely dependent, for its profperity^ 
on the copper mines, for moft of its inhabitants 
have fome concern in them,, either as miners or 
agents. — ^The church, dedicated tp St. Elaeth, a^ 
faint of the Britifh calendar, is a neat modem ftruc^ 
ture. Of the town itfelf, I obferved nothing re< 

.♦ Tamier. Grofe. 

f This loch, pi* lake, from which the town has fts narmc, wa< 
fitukted betwixt the church and the port. It has been lon^ 
drained, and is now in a ftate of cultivation, 

markable^ 
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Tnkrkjable except that it was in general a moft black, 
and difmal place, from the fcoria of the metal, of 
which all the road$ are formed. On the exterior 
of the town there feemsthe utmofl defolation. 
The fulphurebus fumes from the mine have entirely 
deftroyed the vegetation for a cSnfiderable fpace 
arbund, and little elfe than earth and rock are to 
be feen even within a ihort diftance of Amlwch. 
On the Paris mountain, there is not even a fmgle 
mofs or lichen to be found.-.-^When the wind has 
blown over the mountain, in the diredion where I 
have been walking, I have more than onc^ found 
the fumes exceedingly oppreffive at the diftance of . 
at leaft a mile from the works. 

Anglesea Copper Mines. ' 

The town o^ Amlwch is, as I have faid, about a 
mile from the fummit of the Paris mountain; and 
on the morning after my arrival, I walked up to 
this celebrated'^lace. Having afcended to the top, 
1 found myfelf ftanding on the verge of a vaft and 
tremendous chafm. I ftepped on one of the ftages 
fulj)ended over the edge of the fleep, and the prof- 
peQ: was dreadful. The number of caveiiis at 
diiferent heights along the fides ; the broken and 
irregular tn^ffes of rock which every where prefent* 
ed themfely^s ; the multitudes of men at work in 
diflferent parts, and apparently in the nioft perilous 
jfituationsj the motions of the whimfles, and the raif- 

jc 3 m 
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ing and lowering of the buckets, to draw out ^e ore 
and the rubbifh ; the noife of picking the o^e from the 
rock, and of hammering the wadding, when it waa 
about to be blafted ; with at intervals, the roar of the 
Wafts in diftant parts of the pune, altogether excite4 
the inoft fublime ide^, intermixed, however, with 
fenfations pf (error. I left this fituation, and folt 
lowed the road that leads ^nto the mine ; and the 
moment I entered, my aftonifhment was again exr 
dted. The Ihagged arches, and overhanging rocks, 
which feenied tq threaten annihilation to any one 
daring enough to approach them^ fixed me almoft 
motioi^lefs to the fpot. X^e roofs ,of the work, 
having in many places fallen in, have left fome of 
the rudeft scenes that imagination can paint : thefej^ 
with the fiilphurepus fumes, from t^ie kilns in which 
the ore is roafted, rendered it to me a perfeft coim? 
ferpart to VirgiPs entrance into Tartarus *. 

Hac iter Elyfium nobis; at Ixva malon^m 
Exercet p^nas, et ad irnpif^ Tartarus mittit. 

^Tis here in diflferent paths th^ way divides. 
The right to Pluto's golden palace guides ; 
The left to that unhappy region tends, 
Which to the depth of Tartarus defcends $ 
The feat of nigh^ prp|bund| and pun;fh'd i^ends. 



1 



• I ana kforincd that the appea^^ancc of this part o^ the, 
^line has lately been much changed, fron^ foo^e of the infulate^ 
xofkh &c. haying been cleaned away^ 

- T9 
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To Ipok up from hence, and obferve the people 
on the ftages, a hundred and fifty feet above one's 
head ; to fee. the immenfe number of ropes and 
buckets, moft of them in motion ; and to reflect, 
t.hat a fingle flone cafuaUy thrown from above, or 
falling from 4 bucket, might in a moment deftroy 
9i fellow creature,. a man mud have a ftrong mind^ 
not to feel imprefled with many unpleafant fenfations. 
A few days before I was laft here, a bucket caught 
ggainft the point of a rock, emptied its contents 
on the head of a poor fellow, smd killied him on the 
fyot, TJie/fid0a of ^s dreadful hollow are moftly 
perpmdicular, AlQHg the edges, and in general 
flung by rop^s over the precipices, are the ftages 
with wiudlafles, pr whimjl^s^ as they are here term- 
ed,, from which the buckets are lowered} and 
from which thofe men defceiid, who work upon the 
fidjes, Heije, fufpended in mid air, the fellows 
pick, with their iron inftrument, ^ fmall place for a 
footing, cut put the ore in vaft mafies, and tumble 
it with a thundorkig crafh to the bottom. In thefe 
feemingly precarious fituations they make caverns, 
iBi which they work for a certain time, till the rope 
is again lowered to take them up. 

Much of the ore is blafted by gunpowder, eight 
tofts of which, .we are told, was fomedme ago an- 
nually ufed> jfor this purpofe *. The manner of pre* 
paring for thebWling was entirely new to me, and 

*j * Pennant. 

X4 n^^ 
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may be fo to fome of my readers. A hole is bored 
in the rock of about the diameter of a very wide 
gim barrel, and of depth in proportion to the quan- 
tity of matter to be thrown up. At the bottom is 
lodged the gun-powder, and the man then taking a 
thin iron rod, tapering to a point, and about two 
feet in length, he places it perpendicularly in the 
middle of the hole, and fills it up on all fides with 
ftones, clay, &c. ramming thefe hard down by 
means of an iron projeftmg at the bottom, with a 
nick in it, that it may pafs freely round the rod. 
Wn«i this is prq)ared the rod is taken out, and'a 
ftraw filled with gunpowder is fubflituted. A match 
is then put to it, that will bum fo long, before it 
communicates the fire to the powder, as to allow 
all the workmen within reach, to efcape into diflfer- 
ent retreats from the danger attendant on theex- 
plofion. Several blafts are generally iready at the 
hme time, and notice is given to the working to 
run into flielter, by a cry in Welfli oi^re. WhiMl 
I was in the mine, the cry was feveral times given, 
and I, with the refl, crept into Ihelt^r. In one in^ 
fiance fix or feven blafls went oflF in different part$ 
fucceflively, one of which was within thirty yards 
of .my flation, and the fplintei^ of the rock daihed 
furioufly paft me* I am fcarcely a judge oi the 
noife they made, for I. took the liberty of itoppin^^ 
my ears, which the inen feemed to think a pleafant 
joke^ for they laughed very heartily at what they 
conjeftured a mark of my timidity,. When the^ 

whole 
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whole is exploded, information is given to the work- 
men, and they return to their work. The pro- 
cefs of blafting is frequently attended with danger, 
from the careleflhefs Avith which the men retire to 
their hiding-places : And it fometimes happens that, 
in ramming down the wadding, the iron ftrikes 
againft the ftone, and fires the gunpowder, which 
is often fatal to the man employed. During the 
fliort time I remained here, I obferved upwards of 
forty men in different places, occupied in preparing 
for blafting; and I felt fomewhat uncomfortable 
under the idea that in fuch a number, fome one 
might be carelefs enough to have his gunpowder 
take fire before he was aware of it, 

There are in the Paris mountain two mines: of 
thefe, the one on the eaft fide is the Mona mincy the 
entire property of the earl of Uxbridge. The Paris 
mine is the joint property of the earl of, Uxbridge 
Rnd the rev. Edward Hughes of Kinmael, near St. 
Afaph* Thomas Williams, efq, of, Llanidan, the 
member for Marlow, has a leafe of half the earr$ 
Ihjre in thefe mines ; and they work conjointly *• 
Mr. Hughes Vorks hi§ fhare of the Paris min^ 
alone. 

It is generally believed that the Romans got cop- 
per ore from this mountain ; *for veftiges are "yet 
left pf wha| h;^Ve been l;aken for their operations j 

• Sfecc this tour was ready for the prefs, I have received ivi* 
|»nnstln)q of the death of Mr, Williams* 
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and fome very suicient ftone ut^fils have, at differ* 
£nt times, been foynd here,— ^From the time of th^ 
Romans, till die year 1 764, thefe mines feem to hav^ 
been entirely riegleded. Copper had, about two 
years before this period, been found here, and 
Meffrs, Roe ?ind Co. of Macclesfield, had, with a 
inine in Caemarvonfhirej a leafe of part of the Paris 
mountain from fir Nicholas Bailey, the father of 
the earl of Uxbridge, which expired about nine 
years ago. They fpent conliderable fums of money 
in making levels to drain off the water, without any 
great fuccefs, and were about to give up any fu^rther 
fkttempte, when their agent requefted that a final 
e^i^periment might be tried in another part of the 
mountain. This fucceeded, for- in lefs than two 
days, or^ of almoft pure copper was difcovered 
not two yards from the furface, which proved to be 
fhat vaft bed which has fince been vforKed to fucl| 
advantage. The day of this difcpv^ wasthe fei 
cond of iMareh, 1768, and it hs^ ever fince been 
obferved as a feftival by the miners.^— The rev. Ed* 
ward Hughes, who was the owner of the remainder 
of the mountain, was poufed by this fu<?c€ifs to at^ 
tempt a fimilar adventure, which has aHb fucceedeci 
t^eyond the moft fanguine expeftations of the time. 

The bed oE ore is in fome places ihore than fixty 
feet in thicknefs } and the proprietors ^e fiid to fhiji 
annually about 20,000 tonsJ 'Theiiumber of Ihi^nda 
^employed is upwards of a, thoufapd, Th^e ore has. 
bistely beenfuppofed to lj€ fftft deqreaiing;, but the dif?^ 

covery 
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goyery of a uew vein in the Mpna Uune,-will keep 
that property dill in a flpurifliing ftate for many years, 

The pre, as | have already remarked, is got fron^ 
the min^ partly by picking and partly by blj^ting. It 
fs theji broken with hammiers into fmajl pieces by 
women and children, armed with iron gloves. After 
diis operation it is piled in kilns of great length, and 
^bout fix feet high, whejre it is fet on fire in differ, 
lent places to undergo the procefs of roafling ; for 
as the oi:e in it^ naturjd ftate contains a great quau-? 
tity of fulphvir, it is neceffary that this fliould be 
feparated (which pan only be done by means of fire,) 
before it is fluxed into copper^ The fulphur goea- 
pff in the form of vapour, and is conveyed by means 
pf a flue, connefted with the kiln, to the Tulphur 
chamber, a^ place built tareceive it, where it fublimes; 
and becomes the flowe? of fulphur of the Ihpps, It 
is afterwards taken from henqe, melte4 in large copn 
»er pans, and caft in moulds for fale. 

After the ore has been thus rpafted, which h 
rather a tedious operation, occiqjying from three 
to ten months, according to the quantity in the 
furnaces, (which is generally from three .hundred 
to a thoufanditons) it is taken to the flacking pits^ 
places^^cpnftrufted of ftone, about fix yards long, 
five wide, and two deep, tp he waflied, and made 
jnerchantable. The popreft pf this, that is, fuch a^ 
contains from if to a per cent, pf met^l, is then* 
ponveyed to the, fmelting houjTes at Amlwch port } 
the^reft is fent to the company's fiwrna^es at Swaiit 
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fea and Ravenhead. By the proceffes of roafling 
and wafhing, though the ore fe much reduced in 
quantity, it is confiderably iftiproved in quality ; 
And the! water is fo richly impregnated with cop- 
per, which is diffolved by the acid quality of the 
fulphur, that, by means of old iron iminerfed in it, 
according *o the German method, it produces fuch 
quantities of fine copper, that the proprietors have 
obtained in one year, upwards of a hundred tons 
of the copper precipitated from the water. Their 
average export of precipitate is fixty tons per annum. 
The proprietors alfo turn the water drawn from 
the beds of copper, which is highly impregnated, 
through redangular pits iimilar to thofe ufed in the 
^bove procefs/ Thefe are each about thirty feet 
long, twelve broad, and two deep. Any kind o^ 
iron, either old or new, is ufed, but in general, for 
rile fake of convenience, they procure fmall plates 
of caft iron. The iron becomes diflblved by the 
acid, and is fufpended in the water, whilft the 
copper is precipitated. Care is taken to turn the 
iron every day, in order to fhake off" the incrufta- 
tion of copper formed upon it, and this is continued 
till the iron is perfeftly diffolved. The workmen 
then drain off the water, and rake together the ore 
in the form of mud, which, when it is become^ 
by drying, of the confiftency of a fofdfli pafte, they 
bake in ovens conftru&ed for the purpofe. After 
liiis procefs it is exported with the other ore, to 
BayoAbead or Swani^a. Qae tOQ of irQn thus im* 
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meried, produces near two tons of copper mud^ 
«ach of which when melted will yield fixteen hun* 
dred weight of copper ; and this fells at a qonfider* 
ably higher price than the copper which is fluxed 
from the ore. An attempt was made not long ago 
by Monf. Valley, of Holywell^ to precipitate the 
copper by means of lime; and another by foinc 
gentlemen from London, to do the fame by tin, but 
both the experiments were unfuccefsfid- 

This method of obtaining copper by means of 
i^n, has long been adopted in Germany, but has 
jonly been known in this country a few years ; and 
its firft difcovery was owing entirely to accident. 
From the copper mines at Arklow, in the county 
of Wicklow in Ireland, a great quantity of watejp 
conftantly iflltes, which is ftrongly faturated with 
the vitriol of copper. One of the workmen by 
chance left his iron fhovel in this water, and when 
he found it, which was not till fome weeks afteri 
wards, it was fo encrufted, that he fancied it had 
been changed into copper. The proprietors of the. 
mines took the hint. They immediately had proper 
pits and receptacles formed for containing the cop- 
per water, and have obtained, by means of bars of 
iron immerfed in them, fuch quantities of copper 
mud, that thefe ftreams are now become of as much 
importance as the mines themfelves. 

Several of the fliafts which have been formed for 
taking off the water, are driven very deep. One 
that I faw was upwards of a hundred and fixty feet 

in 
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in depth, below the open bottom of the mm^^ Ond 
of the miners^ tvhilft I was lookmg at: it, brought i 
lighted candle, and fixed it on the rihi of one of 
the buckets in which they draw up the water. It 
\ras Curious enough to watch it iri its dark and con- 
fined defcent, till it became a mere fpeck of lights 
when, fuddenly immerfipg in the Water, it was loft* 

The men employed abdut thefe mines feemed 
tnuch more healthful than, from being conftantljr 
in the rtiidft of the noxious exhalations from the 
kilns, it would be natural td expeft. — ^Their com^ 
plexions are in general fomewhat fallow^ but much 
lefs fo than 1 expeded to have found them. Their 
average wages are about eighteen-pence a day. Somef 
of them get the ore for a certain fum per ton* 
Thefe are called bargain-takers, and if the work is 
^afiiy wrought, and the ore of good quality, they 
will frequently earn four or five Ihillingsj whiUl 
the reft earn otily their eighteen-pence. . The 
tnine companies feem to take great care in pro^ 
viding for all the perfons that have any concent 
Ivhatever in the works* Befides fupporting the 
poor by their ovm voltmtary donations, which now 
amount to betwixt feven and eight hundred pounds 
a year, they prevent a great number of the infants^ 
of the aged and mfirm from applying fot relief, by 
giving them light and eafy employment. This alone 
is an average expence of more than three hundred 
pounds a year ; and their furgeons and apothecaries 
bills are generally more than double this fum* 

The 
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l^'he mines have indreafed the value of lands iil 
the parifh of Amlwch from about fourteen hundred 
to five thbuiand pounds pen ^;i;i«w, arid,i^wUrds| 
the number of houfes from two hundred to upwards 
of a thoufand ; and the population from nine hun^ 
dred to about five thoufand^ 

VltRIOL AND ALt/M WdRK^ 

At a little diftance from the mine is a building 
Appropriated to the making of vitriol and alum* 
The proprietor is Dr. lofhua Parr, who refides in 
Carmarthenfhire* The argillaceous earth rrom 
tvhich the alum is extraded, is found on the fpot^ 
in a ftratum abou^ fix feet beneath the furface of 
the ground. About oriejdn a week was the aver-* 
age quantity manufactured here, and this fold 
for fomewhat more than twenty pounds. A fmall 
quantity of white vitriol continues to be made j but 
the attempts to prepare' green and blue vitriol have 
been attended with no fuccefs* Indeed the whole 
concern has anfwered fo exceedingly ill, that^ivhefi 
I was here, f was informed, it would probably be 
altogether given up in the courfe of a very fhort 
time# . 

^ SMELtiNo Houses akd Port. 

Thefe are about a mile f'rom Amlwch. Th^fbr- 
niei: contain thirty furnaces : each capable of hold- 
ing ten hundred weight of roafted ore, which pro^ 

duce 
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dUce not qufee one hundred weight of metal. Ad 
Jt is the refufe ore only that is fmehed hei'e^ it is 
neceffiuy when it arrives at Swanfea, td have it 
{melted again four or jfive times before the metal 
is fufEdently pure* 

The port is very fmall^ but excellently adapted 
to the bufinefs of eiq>ortation. It is a chafm be-* 
tween two rocks, running far into the land, and 
has in a great meafure been formed by art: Its 
Vridth is ivot more than to allow two veffels to ride 
abrekft ; it is however fuffidently long and deep to 
receive ihirty veffels, of two hundred tons burthen 
each. This port was firft made at the expence of 
the copper companies, for the convenience of their 
fiiipping, and is not therefore frequented by any 
others than veffels concerned with them. 

About two miles eafl of Amlwch, and not at a 
great diftance from the coaft, is the village of 

Llaneliak. 
The church is by no means an inelegant ftruc* 
ture; and adjoining to it is a fmall chapel ef very 
ancient foundation, that mqafures. in its interior, 
twelve feet by fifteen, called Myfyr, theconfeffional** 
*-rA curious clofet of wood^ of an hexagonal form, 

* The fouTider of this chapel was Eh'anCannaid, ufually cal* 
led the Britifh Hilary, to whom the church is dedic^ted.^Hc 
fefided here about the year 540 ; and Cafwallon^Law Hir granted 
to him many lands and franchifes about this place, whicfi arc 
tven yet held by the freeholders fn hh name. Rowlands, 1 5 i5. 

called 
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called 5/. EliarCs clofet^ is yet left in tjie eaft walj^ 
and is fuppofed to have ferved both the office of a 
communion table, and as a cheft to contain the 
veftments and other utenfils belonging to the chapeL 
There is a hole in the wall of the chapel, through 
which the priefts are fuppofed to have received coa- 
feffions: the people believe this hole to have been ufed 
in returning oracular anfwers, to perfons who made 
inquiries of the faijit refpefting future events.— Near 
the door is placed CyfF Elian, Elian* s cbeji^ <yt 
poor box. People out of health, even to this day, 
fend their oflFering to the faint, which they put, 
through a hole, into the box. A filver groat, 
though not a very common coin, is faid to be a 
prefent peculiarly acceptable, and has been known 
to procure his interceffion, when all other kinds 
of coin have failed ! The fum, thus depolited, 
which in the courfe of a year frequently amounts 
to feveral pounds, the churchwardens annually 
divide among the poor of the parifli. 

The wakes of Llanelian were formerly held on 
the three firft Friday evenings in Auguft ; but they 
are now confined to only one of thofe days. . Young 
perfons from all parts of the adjacent country, and 
even from diftant counties, affemble here, moft of 
whom have along with them fome offering for the 
faint, to enfure their future profperity, palliate their 
offences, and fecure bleffings on their families, ^eir 
cattle and corn, 

T The 
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The mifguided devotees affemble about the 
chapel, and having depofited their offerings^ many 
of them proceed to fearch into their future deftiny^ 
in a very lingular manner^ by means of the wooden 
clofet. Perfons of both fexes, af all ages, and 
fizes, enta: the fmall door-way, and if they can fuc- 
ceed in turning themfelves round within the narrow 
limits of the place, (which meafures only betwixt 
three and four feet in height, about four feet acrofs 
the back, and eighteen inches wide,) they believe 
that they (hail be fortunate till at leaft the enfuing 
t^ake. But if they do not fucceed> in this difficult 
imder taking, they efteem it an omen of ill fortune, 
or of their death within the year. — ^I have been 
told, that it is curious enough to fee a ftout lufty 
fellow, weighing fixteen or eighteen (lone, ftriving 
to crepp into thefe narrow confines, with as much 
confidence as^ a ftripling a yard high ; and when 
he fails in the attempt, to fee him, contrary to all 
reafon, fuming, and fretting becaufe his body, which 
contains in folid bulk more than the place could 
hold, were it crammed into all comers, cannot he 
got in. . But when we confider, that fuperflitipn 
and enthufiam have generally little to do with rea- 
fon, we muft not wonder at this addition to the 
heap of incongruities that all ages have afforded us. 
Lhnelian was formerly a fanftuary, or pl^ce of 

'refiige for criminals. This, wasxonfirmed by a 
charter from Cafwallon Law Hir, of which there 
are copies yet extant. — ^In digging a grave m the 

^"^ ^ church 
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thurch yard, about fix years ago, a deep ti-ench wais 
difcdvered, which extended about twenty yards in 
a tranfverfe direfl;ion acrbfs. It was found to con- 
tain a great quplitity of human bones ; and is fup- 
pofed to have been the place of interment of ft 
number of faiiors who perifhed in a ftorm that drove 
them upon this coaft. 

The diflance betwixt Amlwch and Beaumaris, by 
Dulas and Red-wharf bays, is about fixteen miles, 
and the country, the whole way, was fufficiently 
pleafant to render the walk very agreeable ; but it fo 
greatly refembles the country in many parts of Eng- 
land, that the traveller will not obferve its charac- 
ter to be either new or particularly interefting* — ^I 
pafled, at the diftance of about a mile on the right, 
the village of IJanfair, celebrated as the birth- 
place of 

GORONWY OwEN^ 

A man inferior in talent and genius to none 
which Wales has produced. He was borri in the 
year 1722; and his father having only a fmall 
farm to fupport his family upon, the principal of 
Goronwy's fchooling was acquired in the neigh- 
bouring^ village of Llanallgo. During his early 
years, he exhibited fuch marks of application and 
abilities, that at the age of fifteen he was taken as 
^A- alfiftant ;ia the granimar fchool at Pwllheli. 
- .'- 7". * ' y 2 Here 
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Here he found employment for feme tim^. In 1741 
he went to Oxford ; but, fix>m the poverty of his 
parents, he was fupported in that univerfity by the 
munificence of Mr. Lewis Morris^ Four years af- 
terwards he received holy orders at Bangor, and 
became curate to the bifhop, at Llanfair. The 
bifhop foon removing him, to mak^ way for one 
of his own friends, he accepted the curacy of Ofwef— 
try, and in the fame year received prieft^s orders at 
St. Afaph* In the year following he married, and 
in 1748 he removed to Donnington, near Shrewf- 
bury, where he ferved a church, and taught a 
fchool, for about twenty-fix pounds a year. He 
changed his refidence in 1753, (with his wife and 
two children,) t6 ferve the curacy of Walton, near 
Liverpool, for which, and the care of a fchool, 
he was allowed forty pounds and a houfe. Here 
he fbund all the articles of life fo expenfive, that, 
in a letter to his intimate friend, Mr. Richard 
Morris, of the navy office^ the brother to Lewis 
Morris, he exprefTes a wifh that he could obtain in 
Wales, in exchange for it, a curacy of only thirty 
pound?. — On this flender, and hard earned pit- 
tance, his family was ahnofl flarving, when, two 
.years afterwards, he was induced to remove to Lon- 
don, in fearch of fomething more valuable* His 
friend, Lewis Morris, applied for preferment to 
Lord Powys, but his applicatiDn was unfuccefsful, 
and poor Goronwy was compelled to acceptj^ for a 
fhort time, the curacy of North-ho^t in Middlefex* 
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Here he was once more on the point of ftarving, 
when the reftory ©f St. Andrews, in the county of 
Brunfwic, in Virginia, \vorth about 200 pounds 
fer annumj was obtained for him ; and, in the month 
of November 1757, he failed from this country to 
take pofTefEon of it. Here his fituation feems to 
have been ftill diftrefSng. He had to live among 
men whofe whole conduQ: he detefted, and whofe 
intereft he found, was purfued at the expence of 
every thing worthy and honourable. In only two 
letters that have been received by his friends in this 
country, of the great number that he wrote, he 
complains, that all his letters from hence were 
opened before they came to his hands. With one 
of thefe letters he himfelf travelled feventy miles, 
and with the other nearly as far, to fecure them a 
paiTage, by delivering them himfelf to captains of 
veffels. In one of them, dated July 1767, he ftates 
the lofs of all his family, except one boy. 

Thus had this poor fellow, though a man of the 
higheft talents, to ftruggle with misfortune through 
every part of his life ; and the clofe attention that, 
in England, he had paid to the duties of his fta* 
don as a fchoolmaHer, and his application to 
the ftudy of languages and general literature, dur* 
ing what ought to have been hours dedicated to 
reft, with the neceffary anxieties for his family, 
tended greatly to undermine his health. His cha- 
rafter throughout appears to have been free from 
ftain. He was not ambitious j a comfortable fub^ 
Y $ fiftence 
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fiftence feems to have been the utmoil limits of his 
wifliGs, yet his country did not give it ; and with 
every qualification that could render him of ufe 
to fociety, he was banifhed from his native home,, 
to feek an afylum, for a mere exiftence, in a volun- 
tary ti-anfportation from every thing he held dear 
?ind valuable, 

The acquirements of Goronwy Owen were very 
extenfive. To a perfeft acquaintance with the Latin 
and Greek languages, he added a knowledge of 
Hebrew, Chaldee, Arabic, and Syriac, His Latin 
odes have been univerfally admired for the pi4rity of 
their language, and for the elegance of their expref- 
fion. — ^As a Welfli poet he ranks fuperior to all fmce 
the days of Dafydd ap Gwilym. Thofe parts of his 
works that have been printed, are confidered as per- 
feft models of Welfh poetry. He tranfjated fome 
of the Odes of Anadreon into Welfh verfe ; of this 
- attempt he modeftly fays, in a letter to Mr. R. Mor-r 
Hs, in his peculiarly playful manner, " I have 
lately taken a fancy to my old acquaintance Ana- 
creon ; and as he had fome hand in teaching me 
Greek, I have endeavoured to make him talk lu 
Welfh, and that in metre too.'' — ^His poetry confifb 
chiefly of odes, moral, ferious, and religious : but his 
mofl celebrated performance is a poem on the 
Day of Judgment, "^ Cywydd y Farn fawr." The 
ideas in this are fo grand, and it is throughout fa 
crdwded Avith poetic images, as defervedly to raife 
Jt fuperior to the works of any but a few of the 

moll 
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mod eminent bardsy— He had alfo a general know- 
ledge of antiquities, which, from his various letters 
that are extant, he feems to have purfued with con- 
liderable ardour. 

A full charader of the talents and poetry of 
Croronwy Owen, was written by Mr. Lewis Mor* 
ris to Mr. Vaughan ofNannau, in die hopes of ob- 
taining for him fome preferment in the church. 
^* I wrote to you fome time ago in behalf of poor 
iJoronwy Owen, the greateft genius either of this 
age, or that ever appeared in our country; and 
perhaps few other countries can boaft his equal for. 
tmiverfal knowledge.^* — " I have two or three of his 
poems, the beft that ever were written in our lln-. 
guage (the Welfh), and fuch as will endure so long 
as there is good fenfe, good nature, and good learn- 
ing in the world. It is a pity, and the greateft of 
pities, that fuch, a man as this, who is not only 
the greateft of poets, but a great mafter of lan-^ 
guage, fliould labour under the hardfhip of keeping 
a fchool, and ferving a curacy, in the middle of 
Cam Saefon (Saxon heap^ the Englifh people,) and" 
all for the paltry income of twenty-fix pounds a- 
year.*' — ^^ I fhould like of all things to have him in' 
Merionethfhire ; but he wilhes to be in Anglefea,^ 
his native country. I am told you have fome in* 
tef eft with the Bifhop of Bangor : if you can get 
this man a living, you will not only make him im- 
mortal, but you will make me immortal too ; and 
if you are hard hearted enough to refufe me im*.. 
Y4 , mortality. 
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mortality, when to be had on fuch eafy terms, I 
ihall think you very cruel. — My next letter Ihall 
bring you *^ Cywdd y Gem^^ which is the laft poem 
he has written : the fubje£l is a fearch for happinefs. 
Dedwyddyd (happinefs) is the gem he has fearched 
for in all comers of the ^orld, and after a great 
many fine defcriptions, and refearches .with the help 
of learning and philofophy, afterconfulting the writ- 
ings of Solomon and fome others, he iinds that the 
gem is not amoiig thofe on crowns, mitres, and 
caps, nor, in fhort,.does he difcover it any where 
in the world. He then finds a book written by 
another fon of David, which direfts him where it 
is to be found, and he gives a lively defcription 
of the country (heaven). This is the fubjeft, but 
nothing can equal the beautiful turns and expref- 
fions throughout the whole poem, which renders 
the writer worthy not only of a paltry reftory, but 
of the favour of all the men of fenfe in our country j 
and the performance itfelf is not only an honour to 
^e ancient Britons, but to human nature in gene- 
ral.** — ^After giving fome fpecimens of his poetry, 
Mr. Morris goes on : "Thefe lines will laft for. 
ever, in fpite of enemies — ^Neither fire nor water 
can deftroy them, nor will they perifli till the world 
falls to pieces, and man is no more.'"' — After ano- 
ther fpecimen from one of his poems, of the fong 
fung by the morning ftars on the creation of the 
world j he concludes; " When I fee in Milton, in 
Dryden, or in Pope, fuch nervous lines as thefe, and 

fuch 
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iuch grand expreffions as this poem contains, I Ihall 
admire them as much as I do Goronwy Owen, and 
not till then */* 

It is to be remarked that in one of Goronwy's 
letters to his friends, previous to his departure 
from this country, he laments that his friend Lewis 
Morris had taken fome offence at hisconduft, and 
had not only withdrawn his attentions, but had even 
fpoken of him in very difrefpeftful terms. He was 
himfelf, however, fuperior to pique, and continued 
to exprefs his gratitude and friendlhip to the laftr 
on the death of his friend he compofed an elegy, 
beautifully expreffive of his fenfe of the lofs of fo 
"*8^^ and ufeful a man.— Goronwy Owen died in 
Virginia, but the time of his death I have not been 
able to afcertain. 

About a mile from Red-Wharf bay, I pafled the 
village of Pentraeth, The End of the Sands. It is 
pleafantly fituated, and its little church is fo pic- 
turefque, that from this circumftance only, Mn 
Grofe was induced to infert a print of it in his 
Antiquities. The afh and fycamore trees around 
feem to fhelter it from the obfervation of the world. 
*— It is the place of interment of the Panton family, 
whofe feat, Plas Gwynn, The White Manjion^ is about 
half a mile diflant* 

* Letter dated 7th Oftober 1752. It is depofited amojqig tlic 
Plas Gwynn MSS, 

In 
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In a field near the porter^s lodge of Plis Gwynti 
there are two ftones, at a cdnfiderable diftance from 
each other, which were pointed out to me, with what 
truth I know not, as the place where tradition fays 
£inion ap Gwalchmai, fome centuries ago, obtained 
his wife by an uncommon exhiWtion of aSivity, in 
ledi-^mg Jifty feet ! There were two competitors, and 
the female decided their claims by taking the man 
who could leap fartheft. Einioh, it is faid, fome 
time afterwards, went to a diflant part of the coun- 
try, where he had occafion to refide feveral years, 
^nd he found, on his return, that his wife had, on 
that very morning, been married to another perfon* 
He took his harp, and, fitting down at the doiii?^ 
explained in Welfh metre who he was, and where 
he had been refident. His wife Inarrowly fcruti- 
afiized his perfon, unwilling to give up her new 
ipoufe^ when he exclaimed : 

I^oak not, Angharad, on my filrer hair. 

Which once Aonc bright of golden lively hue : 

Man doth not laft like gold, — he that was fair 
Will foon decay, though gold continue new. 

If I have loH Angharad, lovely fair! 

The gift of brave. Ednyfed, and my fpoufe. 
All I*ve not loft, (all muft from hence repair,) 
Nor l)ed, nor harp, nor y^t my ancient houfe. 

I once have leap'd to fhew my adlive power, 
A kaj!> which none could equal or exceed,^ 

The leap in Aber Nowydd, which thou, fair flower! 
Did once fo much admire, thyfclf the meed* 

FiiU 
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i^ ,' And marry witnefFes. can ilill attcft, - > 

Jiow there the prize I won, thyfelf imift own, . , , t 
This ^dlion i^mp'd my worth within thy breajl. 

T ~ . Beaxjmaris. 

- Fr<Mn Has Gwynn I had a walkQf ajbout five 
igftiles to Beauparis. The entrance into the towa 
was pretty: the bay and caftie, with Penn^aeil 
Mawr, and the Ormes Head at a diftance, aa-e feeo- 
in a direft line in front; and the rdad, which liea' 
iown a fteep hill, is ftiaded on each fide with tre^; 
The town itfelf is, finely fituated on the weftesrii^ 
tank of .the Menai, juft where* it opens into an. 
extenfive bay. The houfes are in. general tieat,^ 
and well built^ and one of the ftreets is very good^ 
^-rOn examiniiig the church and church-yard^ I 
found nothing v^^rfh notice, except a wJiimfii^al in- 
Jfcription on M$re4itl}i Davies, , 

Who has been bur parifli dark 
Full one and thirty years, I fay ; 
But here, alas! lies in the dark, 
JPemoan-d for ever and aye, 

Beaumaris Castle 

Is fituated clofe to the town, within the grounds of 
Baron Hill, the feat of lord Bulkeley/ It cove/s a 
confideraWe fpace of ground, but its walls are at 
prefent fo low, that it does not excite much atten- 
tion. When it was. in a p^fSft ftate, it confifted of 

an 
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an outer ballium, or envelope, furrouxldcd by z 
broad ditch flanked by feveral round towers i and 
it had on the eaft fide an advanced work, called the 
gunner's walk. Within thefe was the body of the 
caflle, which was nearly fquare, having a round 
tower at each angle, and another in the centre of 
each face- The area is a fquare, with the corners 
c\it off, and meafures about fixty yards on each 
fide* In the middle of the north fide is the haK, 
which is twenty yards long, and twelve broad, and 
bas had five elegant windows in frof^t *. — ^There 
has been a communication round the biiudings of 
the inner court by mean§ of a gdlery fomewhat 
more than a yard wide, which is yet in a gre^ 
Hieafure entire. In receffes in the fides^ of this 
gallery are feveral fquare openings, which feem to 
have been fumiflied with trap doors, entrances to 
dungeons beneath. The ufe of thefe I have not 
been able to learn : they muft have been defeended 
by ladders, for there are no remains of fteps to be 
difcovered in any of them. The two eaftem towers 
of this building ferved the purpofe of dungeons for 
the confinement of prifoners.^ — On the eafl: fide of 
the area are the remains of a very fmall chapel, 
arched and ribbed with pointed and interfering 
arches* Between each of the gothic pilafters is a 
narrow window, and, behind fome of them, there 
have been fmall clofets, gained out of the thicknefs 
ofthewalL 

* Grofc. 

H13. 
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History of the Castle. 

, After Edward L had fecured hi* conquefts in 
Caei-narvonlhire by the ereftion of the caftles of 
Caernarvon and Conwy, he found it was alfo ne- 
ceffary to have a fortrefs of fome ftrength in the 
ifland of Angiefea, to prevent the Welih from 
taking refuge there, and becoming fufficiently coi- 
;leAed and powerful to harrafs his forces in other 
parts- Beaumaris caftle was therefore founded for 
this purpofe about the year 1295 : it was built on 
. private property, but Edward made full fatisfaftioa 
to the proprietors of the ground, by bellowing on 
them other lands free from rent and fervice. The 
name of the town, which before had been Bonover, 
w^as now changed to Beaumaris, indicative, fays 
Holinflied, of its pleafant fituation in a low ground : 
it may, however, have been derived from Bimarts^ 
the place of the meeting of two tides, or feas. 
From the lownefs of its fituation, and from its being 
near the bay, an opportunity was aflForded of form- 
ing a fofs round it, and having this filled with water 
from the fea. A canal alfo was cut in order to 
permit veffels tp approach and difcharge their lading 
beneath the w^lls ; and it is not many years fmce 
the iron rings remained that had been ufed for 
mooring the veflels. 

From the time of the foundation of the caftle, 
to th^ rejgn of Charles L, I have been able to find 

m 
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no incident recorded of any material importance^ 
It is faid to have been extremely burthenforatf to 
the comitry, on account of the frequent quarrels 
that took place betwixt th^ garrifon and the people 
of the neighbourhoods The garrifon ufually con- 
filled of only twenty-four foldiers, who were paid 
four-pence a day each : the conftable of the caftle 
had fometimes forty pounds per annum^ and fome- 
times only forty marks *. 

In the civil wars of the reign of Charles I., 
Beaumai'is caftle was garrifoned for the king by 
Thomas lord Bulkeley ; and, in the year 16485 the 
people of the whole ifland rofe, ii> imitation of thofe 
in feveral counties of England, to fet the king at 
liberty, and reftore monarchy to the oppreffed king- 
dom. Multitudes of royalifts, from different parts 
of North Wales, reforted here, and a general mufter 
was made, under the diredtion of lord Bulkeley^ in 
the middle of the ifland. The parliament, deter- 
mined to bring them to fubmiffion, fent againfl 
them a divifion of their army, under the command 
of general Mytton. Some of the loyalift officer$ 
conduced themfelves with bravery and fpirit, but 
the iflanders in general proved cowards. An An- 
glefea captain was direfted to keep the church of 
Beaumaris: he pofted his men in it, locked then! 
fafely up, and then ran away, with the key in his 
packet. .In confj^quenc^ of this he was ever after* 

- ■*' Gptton MSS. in the Brkilh M^fewn j ^*^/%, C.-i. ^ 

wards 
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wjords ftigmatized with the title of captain Church, 
• — ^When the enemy were feen marching over the 
heights of Penmaen Mawr, at leaft four miles <iif- 
tant, the Anglefea people began to buftle, about, 
drum$ were beat, trumpets founded, and vollies of 
both finaill and great fliot were difcharged. The 
parliament's arpiy, fomewhat more accuflomed to 
fighting than to be alarmed at an enemy who could 
fire fmall fhot at them when four miles oflF, aj>- 
proached the place, and with little difficulty put 
the whole to flight. The; garrifon furrendered on 
honourable terms, and Mytton was immediately 
made governor, — ^The caftle is' now the property 
of the crown. 

When Edward I. built the caftle, he furrounded 
the town with walls. He alfo incorporated it, and 
endowed it with great privileges, and lands to z 
confiderable value. — ^It fends one member to par- 
liament. 

The Bay of BeaumAri^ 

Forms a fine opening before the town ; and it is f^ 
iheltered, that veffels of confiderable burthen can 
lie fecure in ' it, even in ftoiiny weather. The 
depth of the water, uear the -town is fix or f^eii 
fathoms, even when the tide is out; but this deep 
channel fcarcely extends ijipre than a quarter of a 
mile in width, AU the reft of the bay, for feveral 

14 miles. 
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miles, is left dry at low water, and has the name 
of the Lavan Sands. Thefe are fuppofed by the 
Welfli |)eople to have once formed a habitable 
himdred of Caemarvonftiire, that was firft over- 
flowed during the fixth century. It feems by no 
means improbable that this was the cafe, for there 
is decided proof of the fea having incroached very 
greatly on fome parts of this coaft. In the church- 
yard of Abergeley, a village on the coaft of Caer- 
narvonfliire, about eighteen miles diftant, there is 
the following infcription : 

Yma mae'n gorwedd 
Ym monwent Mihangd ;. 
Gwr oedd a4 annedd, 
Dair milltir yn y gogledd. 

tifider this (lone lieth. 
In this church-yard of St. Michael, 
A man whofe dwelling was 
Three miles to the northward. 

Another evidence arifes from the bodies of oak trees, 
tolerably entire, having been difcovered, ?it low 
water, in a long trad of hard loam, fwr from the 
prefeut banks of the fea. 

Baron Hill. 

On an eminence behind the town of Beaumaris 
ftands this charming refidence of lord Bulkeley, 
commanding a moft delightful profpeQ: of all the 
northern mountains of Caemarvonlhire, of the bay 

of 
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©f Beaumaris, ajid a long expanfe of fea. The 
houfe (lands in front of the woods, and is efteemed 
by n\any tourilfs an ornament to this corner pf 
Anglefea. It was built originally in the reign of 
James L, for the reception of Henry, the eldeft 
fon of that monarch, when on his way to Ireland^ 
But his untimely death fo much affe£bed fir Richard 
Bulkeley, the owner, that he gave up his original 
and magnificent plan, and ufed the part only that 
was then completed, for his family feat. The. houfe 
has been enlarged, and greatly improved, by its 
prefent worthy poffeflbr *. I was forry to obferve 
the effeSt of the elegant view of the Welfli moun- 
tains from the houfe totally deftroyed, by the fmall 
fquare building in front, called a fort. I cannot 
conceive how gentlemen fhould fufFer themfelves tp 
be fo much mifled, as to have their agents, without 
an atom of tafte, conftruft thefe, Angularly called, 
ornamental buildings. The prefent is a white, 
church. like caftle, an apparent excrefcence evi- 
dently ufelefs, and glaringly -unnatural. Lord Ux-* 
bridge has one of thefe white ornamental ftrufture^ 
on the fide of the Menai, oppofite to Plas Newydd : 
but fuperior to all that I have ever feen of this de^ 
fcription, is that of Mif, Thomas of Coed Halen, whjcl^ 
prpvokingly obtrudes itfelf into almoft every good 
view of the fine old walls and caftle of Caernajvpn* 
Jf any of thefe buildings ar^ to be defended* ^ 

* Bcaumam Bay, p. II. 

% I kncmf 
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I know feme of them are, on the fcore of theiif 
being land-marks to the mariner, my objeftion 
muft ceafe; utility muft ever be confidered to fuper- 
fede elegance. But this is not often the cafe ; lord 
Uxbridge''s building is far diftant from the fea, and 
other eminences near Caernarvon might have been 
adopted befides the prefent, (landing, as it does, 
almoft clofe to the caftle- A friend of mine re- 
marked, to fomte obfervations that I had made on 
this fubject, that, in a tour through South Wales, 
he had almoft invariably obferved that the only 
rage for fpoiling the fcenes by thefe ftrange mon- 
ftrofities, was where the furrounding country was 
more than ufually beautifal. Near old caftles, or 
monaftic tefnains, he had generally been provoked 
with a dinned caftellated pleafure-houfe, or a 
lately elrefted ruin, and invariably in the very place 
from whence of all others it ihould have been kept 
away. The ideas of thefe gentlemen muft be nearly 
on a par with thofe of Mr. Pockliugton, which fti- 
mulated him to improve one of his views by white- 
wafhing -an oak-tree. De gtiftibiu^ non eft diffutayi* 
duni. A late tourift to the lakes has whimiically 
replied, " As the man faid whea he kiffed his 
cow.*' 

' About a mile from Beaumaris, near the feat of 
fir Robert .Williams, bart. and not far from the 
fliore, are yet to be feen, in the walls of a bamj^ 

the 
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the poor remains of the houfe of Francifcan friars, 
founded in the thirte^hth century, by Llewelyn ap 
lorwerth, prince -of Wjales^ called 

Lx-ANVAES) 

Or The Friars. ] It is at prefent principally known 
as having been the place of interment of Joan, the 
wife of Llewelyn, ahd natural daughter of king 
John. The ftone coffin of this princefs, though 
now renibved, ferved, not long ago, as a watering 
trough for horfes. In this church -there were alfo 
interred, at different times, a fon of one of the 
kings of Denmark, lord Clifford, and many barons 
and knights who ware flain in the Welfh wars *. 

The church, and fome other parts of the build- 
ings, were deftroyed foon after the death f of Llew- 
elyn^ in an infurreftion of the Welfh againfl; the 
Engliftj forces ; and Henry IV. again nearly de- 
ftroyed it, on account of the friars having efpoufed 
the c^ufe of Owen Glyndwr. His fon, Henry V.^ 
re-eftablifhed it, and added a provifion for eight 
friars, of which^^ however,- only two w;ere to be 
Welflimenf^ At the diffolution the convent and 
its poffeffions were fold: they are at prefent the 
property of lord Bulkeley. 

* Powcl, 193. Stow'a Annah, 167* 
t -Tanner. 

^ z 2 Pjsn- 
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Pehmom* 

Two imles north of Friars is the priory of Pen- 
mon, at prefent tonfifting of little more than the 
ruinous refeftory, and part of ^e church^ This was a 
priory of Benediftine monks, dedicated to St. Msuy, 
and endowed, if not founded, by Llewelyn ap 
lorwerth, before the year 1221. In Ae twenty- 
fixth of Henry VIJL, the revenues were valued at 
about forty-eight pounds per annum *^ 

The illand of Anglefea is cekbrated for fome of 
its rare marine p^odudions, and particularly for the 
variety of its fhells and crabs. The places from 
whence the latter are principally to be obtained are 
the rocky coafts about Llanddwyn, Ftofcolin, Holy- 
head, and Penmon ; and the beft times for difcover- 
ing them ar6 at low water, during the fpring tides, 
which fometfanes rife and Ml near twenty feet. The 
nK)de is to tm-n up the ftqnes, near low- water mark, 
tinder which they will be found to lurk, hidden 
among the fea-weed. The fhells are principally 
taken in the dredges of the oyfter-catchers betwixt 
Beaumaris and the ifland of Prieftholme, and in 
Red Wharf bay.— The following is a lift of the 
principal of thefe produftions ; 

Cancer pifmut Pea orafc. 

—-« — longicornis, Long-h<Hrii€3 craU 

■ ■■ ■ ■ vdutinui^ Velvet crab, , 



* T^?LtmcT. 
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Cancer platicheles, 

■ pbalangium^ 
* pagurut, 

* mxnaty 

■ ' gammanitt 

■ ftri^ofti»» 
Aplyfxa depilan9> 
Doris de&rinay 
Aphrodita minuta^ 
AAmia fulcata, 
Aftenas oculata« 

■ ■ « - liifpiday 

■ ' ■ ■- iacertofdy 

■ * fphcemlatay 
Echinus efculentus^ 
Solen vagina^ 

pellucidus, 

— legumen, 
Cardmm echbatuni> 
•' ' ' ^ ' l8cV]gatum» 



- edulct 



Pc^en laevxs, 

glabcr, 

^ytilus incurvatus, 

• pellucidus, 

umbilicatusy 

Voluta tornatillSf 
Murcx Coftatus» 
Trochns docrius, 

^«*maj^s, 

Turbo bevis, 

tcrebra, 

f^fciatus* 

Pitdla intorta, 
5abdla ^Ivcolatsi, 



Great*chwed crab. 
Slender-legged crab* 
Black-clawed crab. 
Common blue crab. 
Lobfter. 
Plated lobfter. 
Depilatory aplyfia^ 
Amber doris. 
Little aphrodita* 
Sukated adinia. 
, Dotted' ftar-fifh. 
Hxfpid ftar-fiflu 
Lizard ftar-fiih. 
Bearded ftar-fifli. 
Sea hedge-hog. 
Scymeter razor- (helL 
Pellucid razor- (hen. 
Sub-oval razor-fhell. 
Bchinated cockle. 
Smooth Cockle. 
Common cockl^. 
Smootli fcallop. 
Furrowed fcallop. 
Crooked mufcle. 
Pellucid mufcle. 
Umbilicated mufcle. 
Oval volute. 
Ribbed whelk. 
Cinereous top. 
Tuberculated top. 
Smooth wreath. 
Augur wreath. 
Fafclated wreath. 
Inclining limpet. 
Honey-comb fabella. 
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CHAP. xvin. 

Voyage from Caernarvon to Priestholme, 

^he Straits of Mcnai. — ^Charming Sail,-- S'w^lly^^ Rocks.^^Fcrtimatt 
Efcape front being cqfi tipon thefe Rocks. — IJandtfilio Churchy on 
afmall IJland. in the Mtnai. — Fine VienO. — Hea Nettle, — Priejl* 
holme*' — Tradition refpe^ing this Ijtand, — Extraordinary^ Flight 
of Sea-FoivL — Puffins, — Ac(ount of the Manners and Economy of 
ihefe Birds. 

Cne day, during my refidence at Caernarvon, 
I took the cutter belonging to the hot^l, ^ bei^u- 
tiful little decked veffel, with accommodations for 
ten or twelve perfons, and her pilot, and failed to 
the ifland of Prieftholme, off the Anglefea coaft, 
about five miles beyond Beauijiaris. 

The Menai, 

As a river, is a remarkably fine piece of water, 
feldom lefs than half a mile, and in feveml places 
near two miles in width ; and, ta thbfe perfons 
who are fond of excurfions on the water, the 
fail from Caernarvon tp Beaumaris on a ^ne day, 
with a brilk wind, will be found ^xtr^nely pl^^ht. 
At diflPerent times of the day the.icenery will be 
found very different j and a cloudy and denfe, or a 

tranf- 
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tranfparent and rare atmofphere, render a material 
change to the appearance of the various feenes that 
occur in going along this charming water ; fo that 
how often foever excurfions are made, fome new 
appejirance will always occur. The fhores, in a few 
places, are bold and fteep ; in others, the afcent is 
gentle and unvaried: fometimes they are barren 
and rocky, and fometimes adprned with woods and 
cultivated grounds. The dark wooded banks of 
the ifland of Anglefea, Hoping gently to the water's 
edge, afford, in many points of view, an elegant 
contraft (with the tranflucent waves between), to 
the more rude (hores of Caernarvonfhire. In a 
brifk fide gale, tacking acrofs the ftream ,affords 
many beautiful views which are loft when failing 
before the wind; and when many veffels are on 
the water at the fame time, it is a pleafing fight 
to obl'erve them going in different direftions, and 
crofliug each other in the different tacks. 

We had proceeded about five miles, when we 
paffed the front of Plas Newydd, the feat of ^the 
earl of Uxbridge; foon after which the channel 
ftraightened very confiderably, and the diftance was 
terminated on one fide by an almoft perpendicular 
coaft, and on the other by a floping and wooded 
afcent. Not far from hence are the well known 
rocks, called, from the numerous currents that fet 
in different diredions around them. 
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The Swelly Rocks. 



At Ipw water many of thefe are to be feen, 
which, at other times, are hidden by the flood ; and 
the channel betwixt thofe that are always expofed 
is very narrow and dangerous. When the lower 
rocks are covered with water, from th6 tide running 
with great rapidity among them, many circling' 
eddies are formed, the vortexes of which the ma* 
riners fometimes find it difficult to avoid. When 
the wind blows dire^ly acrofs the channel, it is 
often found neceflary to row the finaller, and tow 
/the larger veffels through, left, in tacking, before 
they are able to get round, they are caught by 
an eddy^ and thrown upon the rock. When this 
is the cafe, however, from a ftroftg current fetting 
in a different direflion immediately round thofe 
rocks that are above water, they kre frequently 
faved; for this, afling like a cufhion, breaks the 
force which would otherwife inevitably deftroy 
them, and gives fome little time to the men to get 
right again. We had a wind direftly acrofs, and 
in one of our taqks, though I had but juft been 
talking with the pilot on ^ the fubjed, and every 
poffible precaution was ufed, the bow of our vefle| 
caught one of the eddies, and, in fpite of every 
effort, bore us direftly on the rocks. I feized the 
helm, and my companion, who was ftronger than 
myfelf, fprang with at boat-hook to the bow of the 
vefTel, and, before Ihe could touch the rock, fq 

ftrong 
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5tong v/as the farrounding current, he pulhed bar 
0ff. A different current bore us furioufly agamft 
the tide, which now caught our bow, and brin^g 
^s again round, with confiderable violence, nes^ 
the deep of the channel, the veffel righted, and we 
had the good fortune, the fecond time, entirely to 
clear Ihefe, the Scylla and Charybdis of the Welfli 
mariners. The circumftances altogether threw n$ 
into fome little tremor 5 for the fwelling and violent 
bubbling of the water in fome places j the rapid 
and furious tide^way through the deeps ; the roar* 
ing of the water in confequence of the fubmarine . 
rocks, and the dalhing of the foam and fpray in the 
various whirlpools, and againft the rocks that are 
jexpofed, with th^ noife and turbulence around, are, 
^t fome particular times of the tide, of fuch a nature 
as ftarcely to be defcribed, 

Li,ANDY8iLio Church; 

At a little diftance beyond the Swellies we paffed 
(wo low rocks, with a flat between theip, forming 
fit high Water an illand called Ben Glas^ This ifland, 
though it affords only a few acres of ground for 
^the grazing of fheep, has on it the fmall church ^ 
of Llandyfilio. On the Anglefea fide there is a 
caufeway to the illand, but paflable only at low 
water* What Ihould induce the foundation of a 
church in iia fmgular and precarious a fituation, 
where the fervice can only be performed when the 

tide 
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tide fenres, I ara not able even to guefs, > I fear^ 
when a fmart wind blowing in the courfe of the tid* 
'during the fervice, fets it in fooner than had been 
expected, as muft fometimes happen, the fenfations 
of the congregation are not of the pioft pleafant 
nature imaginable. The ftruggle to efcape before 
they were hemmed in by the tide, would be too 
ridiculous to be compatible with the facred duties 
of public worlhip ; and it is much to be lamented 
that there fliould be any neceffity for it. 

A little beyond Bangor Ferry a fine expanfive 
view opened upon us. Penmaen Mawr here forms, 
in the diftance, a bold end to the wavy ridge of. 
mountains extending into the interior of Caemar- 
vonfliire. Beyond this are feen Penmaen Bach, 
the little Ormes Head, and the great Ormes Head, 
all prefenting their fteep fides towards the - fea^ 
The town of Beaumaris, appearing juft above the 
level of the fea, on a promontory that forms from 
hence an extreme point of Anglefea, is obferved on 
the other fide of the water» Under the mountains of 
Cacrnarvctnfhire, and fheltered by them nearly on 
all fides, we obferved the town of Bangor ; and, a 
little beyond it. Port Penrhyn, and its numerous 
vefTels* A gale of wind foon drove us paft the 
town of Beaumaris, whofe, caftle appeared, from 
the water, a large and ftrong building : thefe re- 
ceived additional beauty from the high woods of 
Baron Hill xifing behind them. 

I hap^ 
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I happened here to be carelefsly leaning pvtjr 
the fide of the veflel, when T obferved vaft quan- 
tities of a fpecies of medufae, fea-blubber^ float paft. 
By means of a fmall net, I got out two or three 
fpecimens, and found them to be medufa aunia of 
Linnaeus, the fea nettle. The whole tribe of thefa 
animals, in their manners and properties, are ex- 
tremely Angular. They are generally round, fmooth, 
•feini'-tranfparent, and gelatinous ; appearing, indeed, 
at firft fight, like a lump of jelly. Their mouth is 
on the under fide of the body, and is furrounded 
by feveral arms, which ferve them as baUaft, and 
l>y means of which they- feize their pre}% Their 
. ^ogreflive motion, when not aided by any current, 
is obtained by difplacing the water with alterriate 
'motions, which rendar the body at one lime flat, 
^nd at another convex. This motion is extremely 
How, and were not the majority of them preferved 
by their cauftic quality, they "would become an eafy 
prey to moft fpecies of fifh. When handled, they 
are found to blifter and inflame the fl^Jn in a moll 
unpleafant manner. The fifhermen, when they find 
them ill their nets, are yer)^ carefiil not to touch 
them with any expofed part of their body, but 
generally kick them out with tlieir flioe. T faw one 
man's hand much inflamed v^ confequence of laying 
hold of one of them unawares, and he faid it was 
very painfuU Axi acqu^ntange of mine irritated his 
4og to feize one of them in his mouth : the animal 
fopn left h's hoi J, and from the circumftance of 

his 
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Ids thnifting his noie into the duft, and making 
a whining noife^ it was evident that he fuffered 
much pain. Wh«i hs mouth was examined^ 
It was found to be ccnxfiderably inflamed. I recoi- 
led Pontoppidan fays, that when fome df the fpe* 
cies Ee on the ihore, in a ftate of putrefaflkxiy i£ 
a perfon ccHnes within th^ iniuence, ^y caufe 
^ violent freezing ; and that a boy was neariy blind* 
ed by his father's throwing one of them, in a rage^ 
Sato his face. The Norwegian peafantry prepare 
from them a poifoB, by which they kill vermin: 
^me mix them up with clay or mortar, and ftop 
crevices in places where ther^ are bu|p5, wbidi 
this compofition is iaid eie^uaUy to 4d^y« ^ 
^w of the fpedes have no cauftic properties^, 

A (olerably &ir ynni fooa brovrgbt ijts mi4er t^ 
yocks of the iofjih fide of 

PM58TH01*ME^ 

This iiland is near three quarters of a rtSa d^« 
lant &om the Anglefea fhore ; and is about a miki 
in length, aiK^ half a n^le acrofe* On all fides, 
except that towards Anglefea, it prefents fteep and 
inaccefiible rocks, inhabited only by various fpecies 
of*'fea.fowl. Its interior affords feed for a few 
ftie^p. Near the middle of the ifland there is aApld 
fquare tower, fuppofed to have once been an appur- 
tenant to the monaftery of Penmon, There is a 
confiderable quantity of rubbilh and ftpnes around 
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H) the ranains of other buildings. The ifland Is 
at prefent uninhabited by man. I was much fur- 
prized, in wandering about it, to find an upright 
ftone, with the following infcription^ rudely cut 
upon it : 

Bar*. Stout 
, vbeioQging to th<l 

Sailey died in 

the fmall pox 

Novr, y* 3d. 1767. 
N. B. The Ihip was call 
away here. 

It is called by the Welfli Ynys Seiriol, Seirhri 
ijland*. This people have a tradition refpeOiag 
Prieftholme, that when what are now the Lavaa 
£mds formed a habitable part of Caemarvonihire, 
their anceftors had a communication , from ijence 
acrofs the channel, by means of a bridge j and 
they yet pretend to Ihew the remains of an ancient 
caufeway, which they fay was made from this place to 
(he foot of Penman bach near Conwy^for theconva»- 
enceof the devotees who made jrilgrimages to the ifl* 
and t*— It is at prefent the property of lord Bulke# 

• Seiriol wai the fon of Owen Danwyn, the fon of Eineoa 
Urdd, who chofe this as a place of retreat from the world. He 
i$ believed to have built a chapel here, abont the year 63*, and 
fome have fuppofed the prefent tower to be the remains of that 
foundation : This, however, cannot have been the cafe, as ith 
comparatively a modern ere£^ion^ 

t^Gough's Camden, ill/ 6(5^7. 

ky. 
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ley, and i^ rented of him as a l^abbet and |>ufBli 
-warren* 

Wh^ii we had arrived uftder the fOcik, atid had 
caft anchor,^ we fired a fwivel gun, to try the ef- 
feft of the report round the ifland, when fuch a 
fcream of puffins, gulls, and other fea bh'ds^ was 
heard, as beyond all conception aftonifhed tne. The 
immenfe multitudes that in a moment rofe intd 
the air, were unparalleled by any thing I had before 
feen. Here they flew in a thouland diflfefrent direc- 
tions, uttering as many harlh and difcordant fcreams : 
fome darted into the water, fome fcudded about on 
its furface, others were feen dipping into the deep, 
others rifing out, and others again came flapping 
almoft clofe to our heads : in (hort, the air, the fea, 
and the rocks feemed alive with their numbers,—- 
We landed, and I clambered up the rocks, and walk- 
ed alone to the other fide of the ifland, when I had 
a fight that even furpalfed the former/ Upwards 
of" fifty acres of land were literally covered with 
f^teffim'^: I fpeak much within compafs, when I 
declare that the nuinber here maft have been up* 
wards of 50,000. I walked gently towards them, 
and found them either fo tame or fo ft:upid, as to 
iuffer me to approach near enough to have knock- 
ed one or two of them down with a fl:ick. In their 
habits and manners, thefe birds remind one very 
much of the Penguins of the tropical climates. Their 

* AIca ardica of Linnactts. 

legs 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAERNARVON TO FRIEJTHOLMJe, J^f^ 

l^ are placed fo far back, that they ftand \vith 
their heads nearly upright. They are about a foot 
in length. Their bill forms a triartgle, about au 
kich and quarter long, and fomewhat more 'than 
that in depth at the bafe : It ends in a fomewhat 
curved point, is of an orange-red colour, but near 
the bafe it is lead-coloured, and the bafe itfelf i« 
formed by a yellowilh ridge* When the birds are 
three years old, or full grown, the bill has four 
oblique tranfverfe furrows. The upper parts of 
the plumage, and a collar round the neck, are 
biackiih. The cheeks and chin are of a greyifli' 
white, and the belly is perfefHy white* The tail 
is fhort ; the legs are orange. The wings are fome- 
• what fhort, and fo narrow, as to require a very 
brifk and rapid motioiv to keep the birds fufpended.- 
They have fome difficulty in rifmg from the ground, 
in confequence of Vhich they generally alight in 
fach places where they can either run .dc5wn th^ 
flope of a hill, or throw themfelves from the rocks.' 
In one or two inftances, I laughed to fee them tum- 
ble over, when running to take flight, by their bills - 
catching on little eminences that they were not 
aware of. — Puffins are birds of pafTage, and refort 
to this ifland and to fome other parts of the Welfh* 
coaft to breed. They arrive in the beginning or 
April, and remain till about the eleventh of Auguft.* 
Oh their arrival they iinmediately take pofTeffior^ 
of the burrows in the crevices of the rocks, or on 
the Hoping ground of the ifland j and thofe that 

come 
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come laft^ If they find all the holes otaipieif, 
form for themfdives neW one6* it is faid that the 
Qiaie$ take this employment, and that during the 
dme^ they are fo intent on the work as eafily to 
be feized with the hand. They have nearly expel- 
led the rabbits, by felling on their burrows, for 
few rabbits are able to refift the ftrength of their 
beaks* They put together ufually a few fticks and 
grafs, and on this the female lays a fingle white 
egg, which is generally hatched in the beginning 
of July. The males aiyi females are faid to fit 
alternately, relieving each other at intervals for 
the purpofe of procuring food. Both during in- 
cubation and while attending on their young, 
they may without much difficulty be feized in their 
holes; but it is neceffary to be fomewhat careful in 
frufting the naked hand near their beaks, for they 
have the power of inflifling a moft fevere bite. 
With a glove on I amufed myfelf by taking out 
feveral of them, in order to obferve the truth of 
Mr. Pennant^s affertion, that fronx their extreme af- 
fedion for their young, when *' laid hold of by 
^^ the wings, they will give themfelves the moft 
•' cruel bites on any part of their body that the/ 
*^ qui reach, as if actuated l^ defpair ; and wJien 
*Vreleafed, inftead of flying away, they will oftea 
*^ hurry again into their burrows*'* They bit me 
with great violence, but none of them feized any 
parts of their own body : a few of them, on being 
releafed, ran into the burrows, but not always int(t 

thofe 
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thofe from whence I had taken them, if it was 
more eafy for them to efcape into a hole, thaa to 
raife themfelves mto the air, they did fo j but if 
not, they ran down the flope and flew away. The 
noife they make, when along with their young, is 
a fingiilar kind of humming, much refeihbling that 
produced by the large wheels ufed for fpinning 
worfted* When I firft went amongfl their burrows, 
I heard this noife on every fide of me, jmd could 
not conceive from whence it proceeded, till the 
found of my footfteps frightened many of the birds 
out of their holes, and it was immediately explained* 
On being feized, they emitted the noife with greater 
violence, and froip its being interrupted, by theif 
ftruggling to efcape, it founded not much unlike 
the efforts of a dumb man to fpeak. In getting the 
birds out of their holes, I found it neceffary to lay 
down oh the ground, and extend my arm into 
them J and it was only in a few holes that 1 found 
the birds within reach. Durir^g incubation, they 
are not eafily driven from their nefts ; but when 
the young are hatched, they do not feem to exhi-^ 
bit towards them, as has been faid, any extreme 
attachpient, for, whenever they are difturbed, they 
will either run into a deeper hole, or attempt to fly 
away. When caught, they will feize on any thing 
that is near, them. The man who was along with 
me, fhot a few of them: One of thefe had only 
its wing broken, and when he had fet it down 
in the fmall boat belonging to the cutter, it hurried 

A A to 
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to the otiter end, and bit witli great vioknce feVe^ 
ral of the dead ones that were hud there.— -Thei 
youiig sfcre entirely covered with a long blacki(b 
down, said in fhape are aitogeth^ fo- different froiti^ 
the parent birds, that no one coufd, at ferft fight^ 
fuppofe them the fame fpecies. The bill in thefe 
is long, pointed, and black, with fcantely the mark* 
5f farrows. Porflfms do not br^ed, tiH they are tifiree 
years old I and they are faid to change their bills- 
annually.— -Their «fuil focd is f|«^ts and fea^-weeds^ 
"ffhiih render the flefli of tfee okl bii^ds exceffively 
fankr The young J however, are pkkfed foi^ fale by^ 
the renters of the Uland, rnd ferm an article o0 
traffic peculiar to this neighboiirhoodv The oil i^ 
extradled from them by a pecu^r procefs, and the 
tones are taken out, a&er which the fldn is clofedi'- 
round the ffefh, and they are immerfed in vinegar - 
impregnated with fpices. — ^0r. Cains iirforms us,. 
that in his days, the puffins were allowed by the 
church to be eaten in Lent, inftead o£ fifli ; and 
fays that they were ufually caught by means of Fer- 
rets, as we now fometimes take rabbits. At pre- 
fent, they are either dug out of the burrows, fei^ed 
by the hand, or drawn out by a hooked fiiek^ 
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CHAP. XIX. ^ 

Excursion from Caernarvon to fiEDDOE- 

JLERT J AND TliENCE TO PoNT AbeRGLAS- 
LLYN^ ^NtO NaNT HwYN'AN, AND TO tHE 

Summit of SNowDpNi 

frlangwna.^^Bciiuttful VUw^—JffcerU to the Summit of ttodJeUr^ 

and Vtewftom thence.-^ Betms. — N^t MilL-^Llyn Civellyn, — 

Red Char. — Cnfieii ,Cidwm*-^Tra£&ioh rej^e8ing the Giant 

CidtuM.- — Lfyn y Dy'tuarchen^ and Us Jloathkg IJland.-^Llyn Ca^* 

Mr.-^Beddgeleri.—Moil Hdoj.-^Beddgelert Church. --Tradi* 

. thn ef Lhwdyn <md bu Ihg> — Poem fotinded on this Story, --^ 

. Priory.r^The M ahd ne^ Itms at Beddgelert, — Pont Ahet» 

^Iqfllyn.'^Traditlon t'efpeSlng this Bridge, — Salmon Leap, and 

Fl/hery,'^Scefie beyond the Bridge, — Traeth Mawr. — Embank • 

' ment of Land from the Sea,*^Moonllght Scene at Po^ Aherglafllyn* 

ExciuRsiOJ^ iN.to Nant Hvwnan* 

Dlhas Enkrys, — jfccount of Meriln and his Propbeclef/.'^Llyn i 
i)ihas,^^C<iium Llan. — Fine Flew, — Llyn GwynayU, — Immenfe 
' Sttmf^'^0aierfadK — QhdraBer of Nant Hwynan^ 

Exc^RsioiT TO the Summit of Snowdon* 

Tremendfms Ridge of Roci called Ckwdd Coch, — Proj^eS from 
JSnovj(don,T-Cv>m Lldn. — Llqtior prepared from the Monntfiln^ 
Afh Berries, 

Xhe diftance fronpL Caeniarvon to Beddgelert, the 
^a've ofQ^krty is about twelve miles, and the road 

A A 2 )» 
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is in general very excellent ; bong the great rookl 
from Caeniarvonflure into South Wales* 

GtANGWNA. 

About two miles from Caernarvon, I pzfftdy on 
the left, Glangwna, one of the moft charming re- 
treats in the principality. The houfe is fmall, but 
lurrounded with wood, and fo completely fequefter- 
ed, as fcarcely to be feen from the road. The 
grounds are not extenfive, but they have an eIe-< 
gant tvildneft} and the walks through f he woods 
and along the banks pf the river Seiont, whofe 
ftream daflies in foam among the rocks of its bed, 
are fcarcely exceeded by any on a fmall fcale, that 
I have yet feen. This beautiful place is the pro- 
perty of Thomas Lloyd, Efq. of Shrewsbury. 

From an eminence in the road, about four 
miles from Caernarvon, I was prrfemed in front 
with a view extremely fine, along Nant Gwyrfaiy 
tbs Vale (fFre/hwaten A range of iloping rocks 
formed the middle dift^ice. The dai^ and-toweT- 
iiig rock of Mynydd Mawr, was feen to rife from 
beliind, on the right of the vale; an?, on the op- 
pofite fide, this \?Cras well contrafted inthefinooth 
and verdant mountain. Moel Aelir. T^e Vale ap- 
peared clofed at fome iiiftancd, by part of tlie fide 
of the lofty Arran^ J-iift at this ftation, there are 
Teveral ni^e, but extremely pifturefque pottages, 

" fome 
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finne of which ^were half obfcured by trees. Th^J, 
road is at iirft hidden, but it is feen at a little 
diftiance in front, floping down into the vale : the 
latter was iilt^eded by mofs-grown walls, and 
rude hedge-rows* 

I left the road for the piirpofe of afcending the 
fommit of the heixiifpherical mountain, called 

MoEL Aelir, 

Thefrojiy hill. This I did without mufh difficulty, 
and found the profpeft from the top to far furpafs 
my expeftations. The Rival mountains appeared 
quite near, and beyond them the whole remciining 
extent of the promontory of Llyn, as far as Aber- 
daron, was vifible. Part of Cwellyn Pool (by the 
road leading to • Beddgelert) yras feen juft below^ 
from the edge of which the injmenfe Mynydd MaWr 
reared his black ^d r>lgged fides. Beyond this 
was one of the Nantlle Pools, and near the latter, the 
fmall pool of Llyn Cwm Ffynnon. Extending from 
hence fouthwards, was a long range of mountain 
fumniits^ and hollows, fome verdant, and others to- 
tally deftitute of vegetation^ but the Ihades and co- 
lours of the whole ftrikingly grand and beautiful, 
At fome diftance was feen part of the yellow fands 
of Traeth Mawr, peeping in amongft the rocks. 
The diftant mountains of Merioneth/hire, clofed the 
fcene in this direftion. On the fouth-eaft fide of my 
jftatipn, I obferved a dreary vale, Avith nearly per* 
A A 3 pendicular 
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pendicular boundaries, called Cwm DWy^iwch, /i&^ 
bcllcw of the rapid burrowing river.j. ^ontdixdAg a 
finall pool, ill which the fineft aftd feeftlflaYOured o£ 
all the Caemarvonfhire trout are.faidto be caught^ 
Beyond this, Snowdon is e^fily diftinguifhed from 
bis fellow-mountaips, by his fi^e a^ appearance. 
Part of the vale and lakes of Llauhayis, with ther 
caftle of Dolbadam, were vifible, in a fomewhat difr 
ferent direftion, When I was here, Snowdon was 
covered with a denfe black cloud, that feemed to 
ted on its fides and fummit, and gave to it the ter^ 
^ble afpefl: of a volcano, Dufky intervening clouds 
paffed oh with coiifiderable velocity, which ren- 
dered the fcene as wild as imagination could paint. 
Heavy fhowers were pouring into fome of the ad-» 
jacent vales ; and light vapours fcudded with the 
Wind along the hollows on all fides, Snowdon, and 
the immediately adjacent mountains, alone remained 
black and terrific. The intervening rocks received 
ft yellow tinge from the refr^ftion of the tight of 
the fun through the mift; and various other tint^ 
and fhades were thrown on the vallie$ and mounr 
<ains* fides, by different refraftions of the light 
through the more pr lefs denfe mediums. 

I defcended from this mountain, to the road not 
far from the romantic little village qf B.ettwJ, pr, as 
it is fometimes called, for the fake of difl:in£tionjj 
Bettws Garmon. Its church' is dedicated to St. 
Qemianus, who led on the Britons* to the feinous 
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*' Alleluia*^ vi£lory obtained over the Saxons, at 
Maes. Garmon, near MokL 

. Nant Milu 

About half a mile beyond Bettws, are a beautiful 
little cafcade and bridge, at a place called Nant 
Mill. This waterfall would appear to much greater 
advantage, in almoft any other fituation than the 
prefent ; for here the black and majeftic mountain 
of Mynydd Ma\vr, on the right, and the more fmooth 
and regular, though ftill lofty Moel Aelir, on the left 
of the vale, attraft to themfelvefs fo much of the 
traveller's attention, that the little waterfall appears 
diminutive, amidft fuch furrounding grandeur. 

Beyond the mill, Snowdon is feen on the left, 
rearing his pointed fummit into the (ky. His red . 
and precipitous cliffs, and huge bulk, compared 
with the adjoining mountsdns, render jiim eafily 
known frpn> all the reft, 

I^LYN GWEJLLYN. 

On the right pf the road^ this pool extends itfelf 
for about a mile and a half. During the winter 
feafon, the Red char*^ a fpecies of fifh, which is 
confined principally to Winander Mere, and Co^ 
nifton water, two lakes in the north of England, 
were formerly caught here in confiderable quaiHi' 

♦ 5almo alpinus of Linngeu8# 
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ties. Thefe fifh are called by the Welfli Tor- 
goch, or Red belly y from the under parts near the 
tail being of this colour. They only appear about 
the time of the wihter folftice ; and continue to be 
caught but a very little while, not often more than a 
fortnight. They feldom wander out of the pool, but 
traverfe it from fhore to fhore ; and they were for- 
merly in fuch Ihoals, that fometimes To many as 
twenty or thirty dozen have been "caught during one 
night, by a fingle net. The catching of them was, 
however, fo precarious, that perhaps not above ten , 
or a dozen, in the whole, woijld be taken during the 
reft of the feafon. In the frofts and rigours of De- 
cember, they fport and play near the margin of the 
pools where they are taken, but in the heats of 
fummer, they confine themfelves entirely to the 
deep and central parts of the water, that abound 
with large ftones and mud. In the Llarib^ris pook, 
before the copper mine was eftablifhed, thefe fiih 
were fo numerous, that the average number annually 
caught, was a hundred dozen. 

On the farther edge of the lake, juft under, 
and forming part of the mountain of Mynyd4 
Mawr, is 

Castell Cidwm. 

Cidv^m's fort. This is a high and fteep rock, 
cn^ the fummit of which, we are informed, there 
was once a fortification, one of the guards to the 
interior of the mountains. This is faid to have 

been 
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been founded by the Britons, fometime prior to 
the lixth century. Whether there are any remains 
of the fort now exifting, I am not able to fay : the 
difficulty of afcendfng to it, ^^d the fmall import^ 
ance of the objeft, deterred me &om attempting 
to examine it, — ^The Welfli people have a tradition, 
refpe£ting this rock, that its fummit wa^ formerly- 
inhabited by a giant, or a warrior, called Cickv;/h 
As Conftantine, the fon of Helen, was marching 
in the rear of an army, towards Merionethfhirp, he 
was diftinguiftied from his foldiers, by the watchful 
Cidwm, who was on his ftation ; and though tilje 
diftance is many times as great, as our modem> 
degenerated bows, would twang their arrows, yet 
he aimed one, that with inftant celerity, proved 
fatal. The news of his death was fodn carried, 
along the ranks, to his mother, who was in the 
van of the army, about ten miles diftant. He was 
interred in the meadow at the lower end of the 
lake, in- a place now called Bedd y mab, ibe grave 
of the /on. On enquiring into the particulars df 
this unaccountable ftory, I could neither learn who 
this Cidwm was, (beyond what I have ftated,) nor 
what the Welfh believe to havii been the caufe of 
his enmity to Conftantine ; in fhort, it is one of 
thofe traditionary legends, that defy all attempts at 
^veftigation. ' 
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Llyn y Dywarchen. 

Higher up, amongft the mountains on tlie right, 
I vifited a fmall pool^ about the fize of a good horfe-» 
pond, called Llya y Dywarchen, The Pool oftheSody 
firft celebrated by Giraldus Cambrenfis in the ac- 
count of his journey through Wales^ in the twelfth 
.century, as containing a floating ifland. This is yet 
in exiftence, but is not more than eight or nine 
yards in length ; and evidently appears to have been 
a detached piece of the turbery of which the bank 
iSf compofed. There is a fmall willow tree growing 
tipon it ; and it is carried to and fro by the afition 
of the wind and water. Sometime^ it remains near 
,the fide of the pool for a confiderable while ; and it 
Js fo large and firm as to bear cattle upon it* When 
it has been diflodged by the wind, a flieep or two 
iave often been bortie by it to tjie other parts of the 
j>3nk. 

' I paflfed Llyn Gadair, Th^ Pool if the Chair^ or 
\Eminencey and, fliortly afterwards, crofling a bridge, 
udefcended through Nant Golwyn, The Vale ofCoU 
wyn^ tp . . 

Beddgelert, 

A village con^pletely embofomed ' in mountains, 
whole rude fides form a fine contrail with the 
meadows of the vale below, Moel Hebog, The 
liill of Flighty rifes to a point juft in front of the 
village, Iji a deep hollow high up the fide of thi^ 

mouiatf 
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Ifnountain, there is a cave in which Owen Gljmdwr, 
pn one of his e^i^pe^itions tx) harafs the Engliflj 
forces, fought, for fome time, a fhelter from his 
enemiest— rThe houfes of the village aa:e few and 
irregular, but the church is one of the neateft of 
Hbofe ^ong the wilds of Gaemarvonlhire. In the 
church-yard, among many Welih infcriptions on 
Jhe gravcrftpnes, I was furprized by one in Englifh; 

Thoufand fates on death attends, 
Which Mngf poor mortals to their ends. 

Llewelyn the Great, prince of Wales, is faid to 
Jiave had a hunting feat at this place. Among 
many others, he poffeffed one greyhound, a prefent 
from his father in law, king John, fo noted for 
excellence in hunting, that his fame was tranfmitted 
to pofterity in four Welfh Ijnes^ whigh have been 
thus tranflated: 

The remains of famed G^lert, fo faithful and good. 

The bounds of the cantred conceal. 
Whenever the doe or the flag he purfucd. 

His mafler was fure of a meal. 

Puring the abfence of the family, tradition fays, a 
wolf entered the houfe ; . ajid Llewelyn, who firft 
returned, was met at the door by his favourite dog, 
which came out, covered with: bloody to falute his 
-mafter on his arrivaU The pince,. alarmed, ran 
into the nurfery, and found his child^s cradle over- 
turned, and the ground flowing with blood. In 
tjiis jnoment of his terror^ iniaglning that the dog 

had 
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-had killed the child, he plunged his fword into his 
body, and laid him dead upon the fpot. But, on 
turning up the ci^dle, he found his boy alive, tod 
fleeping by the fide of the dead wolf. This qr- 
cumftance had fuch an effeft on the mind of the 
prince, that he erefted a tomb over the faithftii 
dog^s grave; on the fpot where afterwards the 
parifh church was built, call^, from this incident, 
Bedd Geleit, or The Grave of Celert. From this 
ftory was derived a very common Welfli proverb j 
*^ I repent as much as the man who. flew his grey., 
hound,** 

The following beautiful ftanzas, which the author,, 
the honorable W. R, Spencer, has obligingly al- 
lowed me to infert here, are founded on the above 
tradition* They were written at Dolmelynllyn, the 
feat of W. A. Madocks, efq. after a perufal of tl\^ 
ftory related in my Tour round North Wales : 

The fpcarmcn he^rd the bugle found, 

And cheerly fmil'd the morn, 
And many a brach, and many a hound, 

Obcy'd Llew^yn*s horn. 

And ftin he blew a louder blaft. 
And gave a kiftier cheer, 
^ *< Come, Gclert, come 5 wer't nerer laft^ 

♦* Llewelyn's horn to hear. 

*f Oh ! where; dor» faithful Gelert roam, 
*' The flpwerof^U hi$ nK?e^ 
, . *f So true, fo brave, a lamb at hom^, 
** A Hon in the cbace ?" 
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HTwaa only at Llewelyn's board 

The faithful Gekrt fed; 
He tvateh'd, he fcrv'd> hcdiecrM lus lord. 

And fentkell'd his bed- . 

In footh he was a pcerlefs hound. 

The gift of royal John : 
But now no G^lert could be found. 

And all the chace rode on. 

Aod now ae o'er the rocks and delU 

The gallant chidings rife, 
AirSnowdoti's craggy chaos yells 

The many mingled cnes! 

That day Llewelyn littk lov'd 

The chace of hart or hare. 
And fcant and fmall the booty {N-ov'd, 

For G^leit was not there. 

UnpleasM Llewelyn homeward hied, 

Wlien, hear the portal feat, r 
His truant G^lert he efpied, ^ 

Bounding his lord to greet. 

But when he galn'd his caftle door 

Agha{^ the chi<?ftain ftood> 
The hound all o'er was fmear'd with gore. 

His lips, his fa^gs ran blo6d. 

Llc^veJyn gaa'd with fierce furprize, . 

Unus'd fucb looks to meet^ 
Hij faVritfe chc?ck'd his joyful gttifir^ 

And crouched, and lick*d his feet* , 

Oni»('ard in hafte Llewelyn ]^fl. 

And on went G^lert t0o> 
And dill U'hcre e'er his eyes he daft^ ^ 

Frefh blood gouts thock'd his vkw; ^ 

P'cr- 
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O^ertHrn'd his infant's bed he fdun ^^ 
With blood Aain'd covert rcnt^ 

And all around^ the walls and groaodi 
With recent Uood bcljprent. 

He ezfll'd his chrldy na voice replied^ 
He fearch'd with tcrrct wild> 

£lood, blood he found on evefy fide^ 
But no where found hU child. 

^ Hell-hound ! my child by thce^s devout'dl,'^ 

The frantic fkher cried, 
Afti to the hilt his vengeful fword 

He plung'd fc C^elert's fide. 

If is fuppliant looks, as ptome he feU^ 

No pity cobld impart. 
But ftai bis G6lert*s dying yetf 

Pafs'd heavy o'er his heart. 

AtotL^d by G^lert's dying yefi 
Some (hnnb''rer wakeaM nigh :•— ^ 

What words the parentis joy could te&. 
To hear hs» infbnt^s cryl 

Concealed beneanh a mangled heap 
His hurri<td feareh had mifs''d, 
, All glowing Irora; kis rofy fleep 
The chcmb boy he kat'4. 

i^or fcath l^ad he, nor barm^^ior drea^ 

But the fame ootich beneMh- 
I^y a g^unt wplf all torn and d^d, ' 

Tremendous ftill in dcaih. ^ 

Ah! what wa^ then Llewelyn's paia f 
For now the tmth was dear, ' 

His galhnt hound the wolf had fkia 
T0 £nre XiIeWielyA-'^lteir. 
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Vain, vain was all Llewelyn's woe, 

'* Beft of thy kind, adieu! 
•* The frantic blow which laid thee lowf 

** This heart fhall ever rue." 

And now a gallant tomb they raifc. 

With coftly fculptui^e deck't> 
And marbles flioried with his praifc » 

Poor Gclert's bones protedl. 

There nerer could the fpeatman pafti 

Or forefter, unmovM ; 
There oft the tear-befpriakled grafs- 

Llcwelyn^s forrow provM. 

And there he hung bis horn and fpcar# . 

And there as evening fell. 
In fancy's ear he oft would hear 

Poor Gclert's dying yell. 

And till great Snowdon's rocks grow oW, 

And ceafe the (lorm to brave. 
The confecratcd fpot (hall hold 

The name of " Gekrt's Grave.'^ 

PttlORY. 

On this fpot there was formerly a priory of 
Auguftine monks, of a foundation fa ancient, that 
Anian, bifliop of Bangor, who lived in the thir- 
teenth century, afferts it to have been the oldeft 
religious houfe in WaleSy except one* Part of the 
fduth walls of the ptefent church were evidently 
formed from the old building : there are here the 
remains of two very old arches^ In the year 1285, 
this priory- was fo much, injured, by fire, that^ in 

order 
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order to encourage benefadors to come forward 
and contribute towards the rebuilding of it, the 
bifliop gave notice that he would remit to all fuch 
peffons (who (incerely repented of their fins), forty 
days of any penance inflifted on them* The re- 
venues at the diflblution amounted to about feventy 
pounds per ^annwn* The name of this priory was 
Abbey de Valle, S* Marias Snawdonia *. 

The inn^ or rather public houfe, that I found at 
Beddgelert in both my journies, was one of the 
worll and moft uncomfortable, houfes, in which 
neceflity ever compelled me to take up ihy abode. 
In my firft journey I found only one bed in the 
place that was not wretchedly bad. The room in 
which I flept for three nights (for the other two 
bed-rooms were occupied), was at the back of the 
houfe, and partly over the kitchen. The floor, 
the ceiling, and^ the boarded partition^ were all fo 
full of large holes, as to feem only an apology 
for feparation from the reft of the houfe. I was 
(q intolerably .peftered by myriads of fleas, bred 
and harboured among the filth accumulated in 
every part, that had 1 not every night been fairly 
wearied out with my rambles during the day, it 
woulcj have be?Ii altogether impofllble for me to 
h^ve taken any reft. After I had been here one 
night, I complained to the fervant of the inex- 
cufable negligence that had fuffered thefe animals 



* Tanner. Rymcr, a 317. 
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to become fo numerous, as now to defy all attempts 
at their deftruftion : " Lord, fir, (faid fhe,) if we 
were to kill one of them,' ten would come to its 
biLiryihg/' — ^Nothing, , in this ftate of the houfe, 
could poffibly have induced a traveller to remain 
here through the night, but the exquifite fcenery 
around the place. In my fecond journey I fouhd 
feveral very material improvements, in confequence 
of Mr. Jones of Bryntirion having begun to b^ild 
a comfortable houfe for the reception of travellers, 
on the other fide of the river, at a few hundred 
yards diftance. This is now opened, and, I am 
told, affords excp Uent accommodations. It is called 
the Beddgelert Hotel. The fign over the door is of 
a goat clambeHng among the mountains of Snow- 
don, and, underneath it, is the piotto '' Patria mea 
petra** — ^The guide from Beddgelert to the moun- 
tains is William Lloyd, the . village fchoolmafter, 
whofe boys, during the fummer, are always engaged 
in ruftic employments. He thus explains his fum- 
mer occupations in a bill wafered on the inn 
door: " William Lloyd, condudor to Snowdon, 
Moel Hebog, Dinas Emrys, Llanberis pafs, the^ 
lakes, waterfalls, &c. &c. CoUedor of cryfials and 
foflSls, and all natural curiofities in thefe regions. 
Dealer in fuperfine woollen- hofe, focks, gloves, 
&c/* 
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Pont Aberglasjllyn. 

Beddgelfert is the place to which travellers ufually 
reibrt who wifh to fee Pont Aberglalllyn, The 
Bridge at the Confbix of the Blue Foaly or, as it is 
mfually called. The Devoirs Bridge. It is about a 
ftiik and a half diftant, but, as all travellers muft 
crofs k in their journey to Tan y Bwlch, many 
content themfelves with merely retting a litde while 
in their progrefs^ 

About a mile beyond Becfdgelert, the rocks on 
each fide became incomparably grand^. The road 
winds along a narrow ftony vale, where the huge 
cliffs ib nearly approach, as only juft to leave width 
fufficient at the botti^m for the road, and the bed of 
the impetuous torrent that rolls along the fideof itr 
Here thefe lofty rocks, which oppofe nothing to the 
eye but a feries of the rud^ft precipices, " raifed 
tier on tier, high piFd from earth, to heaven,'* feem 
to forbid all further accefs^ and to frown defiance 
€>n the traveller : 

Fled arc th& fairy views of KiIT and dalcy 
Sublimel)'' throned on the Heep mountain brow 
Stern nature frowns : her defolating rage 

* !Qri\3ng the whirlwind^ or fwoln flood^ blafi 
Of fiery ah* fmprifon'd, frona their bafe 

Has \5alfiy hurled the uplifted rocks around 
The gloomy pafs, where* Aberglafllyn*is arch 
Yawns o'er the torrent. The disjointed crags 
€)*cr the fteep precipice in fragments vaft 

* * " ^ i Impend*. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CAERNARVON TO BEDDGELERT, ETC. 37 X 

Impending, to th' aftoniflx'd mind recal 

The fabled horrors by demoniac force 

Of Lapland wizards wrought ; who borne upon 

The whirlwind's wing, what time the vext fea 

Dafli'd again (I Norwegia's cliffs, to folid mafs 

Turn'd the fwoln billows, and the o'erhanging waves 

Fix'd e'er they fell. 

It was, probably, from this very fcene, that 
GIraldus Cambrenfis afferted of Merionethfliire, diat 
it was " the roughed and moft dreary part of 
Wales, for its mountains were both high and per- 
pendicular, and in many places fo grouped together, 
that fhepherds talking or quarelUng on their tops, 
could fcarcely. In a whole day*s journey, come toge- 
ther*/' 

In the bridge itfelf my expeftations were, I muft 
confefs, confiderably difappointed. I had fomewhere 
read of an arch thrown acrofs a narrow ftream, one 
end refting on a perpendicular rock in Caemarvon- 
fliire, and the other on another in Merionethfliire. 
Perhaps alfo in fome meafure confounding it, with 
what I had heard of the Devil^s Bridge, near Hafod, 
in Cardiganfliire, I had formed an idea that I ihould 
fee an arch thrown acrofs a deep narrow valley, 
and hanging, as it were, in mid air : but how dif- 
appointed to find it a bridge very little out of the 
ufualform! The grandeur of all-the furrounding 
fcenery rendered it, indeed, an infignificant job]eQi ; 
but even this does not prevent it from forming a 

. . * Itin. C^m. lib. iLc.5. 
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beautiful addition to the mountain view.—^Many of 
the Ignorant people of the neighbourhood believe 
that this ftrufture was formed by fupernatural agency^ 
They attribute it to the devil, who,, they fay, pro- 
pofed t«y the neighbouring inhabitants, that he would 
build them a bridge acrofs the pafs, on condition 
that he fliould take the firft who went over it for 

, his trouble.' The bargain was made^ and very foon 
afterwards the bridg/? appeared in its place. But - 
the people were too cunning id, adhere to any other 
than the Uteral terms of fo unequal a bargain ; and 
they cheated the devil by dragging .a dog to the 
fpot, and whipping him over the bridge. This, fay 
thofe who tell the ftory, was all the recompence 
this univerfal ag^it, in difficult undertakings, was 
^ble to obtain for^his labour. Hence they account 

I for this ftrufture having the name, of the " DeviFs 
Bridge.'^ 

A few yards above the bridge, the river is thrown 
over a range of rocks, eight or ten feet from the 
furface x)f the lower water^ ' This cataraft is chiefly 
noted as. a falmon leap. Salmon come up the frefh 
water ftreams to depofit their fpawn on the fandy 
Ihallows, and, when impeded in their progtefs by 
rocks or dams acrofs 4:he water, they have the 
povfer of fpringing to an amazing height aljove the 
furface^ in prder to get over' them. TTiis place 
being only a very few miles from the fea, is fre- 
quented by great numbers. In the courfe of an 
' - hour 
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hour, I h2^ve fometimes obferved twenty or thirty 
of them attempt to overcome this, barrier j but, 
on account of a piece of netting which the renters 
of the fifliery -pl^ce there fpr 4:Ee purpofe of pre- 
venting them, they do not often fucceed. Their 
extraordinary |X)wer -©f leaping out of ihe water 
feems to be owing to a fudden jerk which the fifh 
give .to their body, from a bent into a ftraight 
pofition. At this place, when the fifh are fatigued, 
from, their vain attempts to gain the upper flream, 
they retire to the flill waters below, where they are 
either taken in nets, or are killed with harpoons* 
In tiie latter mode, which feems very cruel, from 
the lacerations of their flefh, the men are always fo 
fure in their aim, that I have feen five or fix fine 
fifh killed by one perfon in the courfe of an hour. 
The general weight of the falmon caught near Pont 
Aberglafllyn in Auguft and September, is from 
one to eighteen pounds. About the month of Ofl:o- 
^ ber tliey become much larger. — This fifliery, I was 
informed, is tlie property of Mr. Wynne, who lets 
it to the filhermen at the rent of twelve pounds 
a year. The fifh, when fold on tTie fpot, are gene- 
rally thought worth three-pence or four-pence a 
ppund.-^In the reign of Henry IV. this weir was 
royal property ; and it is by no tneans improbable 
fhat^ in old times, it might belong to the princes of 
Wales ; for falmon was the moft ufeiul, ana confe- 
jquently the moft valuable fifh which the Welfli had. 
It was even reckoned amongft the game, and was 

B B 3 perhaps 
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perhaps the only fpecies of fiih that was pi^ferved 
by their laws *• 

I wandered feveral times from the bridge to the 
adjacent arm of the fea called Traeth Mawr, The 
Great Sands ^ and was often amufed by the few 
goats kept in this vale, chafing each other, in play- 
ful gambols, among the moft dangerous fteeps of 
the rocks. I feldom faw more than from twenty to 
forty at a time. The goats in this country are all 
now private property, none of them, as formerly, 
running entirely wild : they all return regularly to 
their folds in the evenings. — The varied fce»e be- 
yond the bridge of wood, rock, and vale, is ex* 
tremely fine. From feveral ftations 

The mountains huge appear 
Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave 
Into the clouds; their tops afcend the iky; 

And their rugged files feem here to clofe, and op^ 
pofe an invincible barrier into the interior of the 
country. 

Sir John Wynne of Gwydir conceived the vaft 
defign of recovering for cultivation the two arms of 
the fea, Traeth Mawr, and Traeth Pach, by em- 
banking out tbe water. For this purpofe, in the 
year 1625, he applied for affiftance to fir Hugh 
Middleton, who, in the Ifle of Wight had, not long 
before, gs^ned upwards of two thoufand acres of 



Memoirs of the Gwydir Family, 3^7. 
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l^nd from the fea. The affair, however, probably 
from want of money to execute it properly, was 
pever carried into execution. This objeQ: has^ 
however, been in a great meafure attained by W* 
A. Madocks, efq. This gentleman has, within the 
4aft four years, recovered above 1500 acres by 
embanking out tlie fea. The land is found ex- 
ceedingly good, and has already produced excel- 
lent wheat, barlej'^, and oats. Some years, however^ 
will elapfe before every part of it can be put into 
high cultivation, and before the trees that are planted 
Avitt have any efFeft. The name of the place is 
{^loTtdwr, and the whole "length ^of the land recovered 
is about two miles, 

"Moonlight Scene at Pont Aberglasllyn. 

During the time I was at Beddgelert, I found 
inyfelf one evening in want of employment ; and as 
.the moon Ihone beautifully bright, I was tempted to 
wander alone as far as the bridge. There never 
was a more charming evening. The fcene was not 
clad in its late grand colours, but was now more 
•delicately (haded, and arrayed in fofter charms. 
Th^ darkening fhadows of the rocks caft a gloom 
around, and the faint rays, in fome places faintly 
reflefted, gave to the (training eye a very imperfed 
glimpfe of the furfaces it looked upon ; whilft, in 
others, the moon (hot her (ilver light through the 
hollows, and brightly illumined the oppofite rocks. 

BB4 The 
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The filence of the evening was only interrupted by 
the murm^uring of the brook, and now and then by 
the fhrill fcream of the night-owl, flitting by me ip 
feajTch of food* 

The river rufhing o'er its pebbled bed 
Impofcd filence, with a ftilly found. 

The bridge was deferted, and I hung over its 
rude battlements, liftening to the hoarfe fall of the 
water down the weir, and watching, as the moon 
•got higher, the decreafing Ihadows of the mouns 
tains. The folitude gave rife to refleSion; and I 
indulged almoft too long ; for, when I arrived at 
the inn, I found I had been abfent near two hours, 
and from the countenance of the inn-keeper on my 
appearance, I fufpeft the family had believed that I 
ihould not again return, # 



Excursion into' Nant Hwtnan. 

I Had not been long at Beddgelert before I ftroUed 
through this vale, called alfo fometim^ Nant Gwy. 
nant. The Vale of Waters ; and I found it nK)re 
beautiful than any other amongft thefe mountains. 
It is about fix miles long, and affords, in its whole 
length, fuch a variety of fcenery, of wood, lakes, 
and meadows, bounded on each fide by lofty moun- 
tains, that one can fcarcely conceive it to be excelled. 
The vale of Llanberis is the only one that feemed 
to me to rival it j but the charadler of the two are 

fo 
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fo effentially different, and the beauty of each is fo 
exclufively its own, that they cannot be put into 
comparifon, 

DiNAS Emrys. 

On the left of the path, about three quarters of a 
mile up the vale, the guide pointed out to me a 
round high rock, with many trees growing from 
the clefts and ffielves of its fides, called Dinas Emrys, 
The Fort of Emrys ^ or Ambrojim^ where 

Prophetic Merlin fate, when to the Britifh kin|r 
The changes long to come aufpicloufly he told. 

It was to this place that Vortigem retired to hide 
his fhame, and provide for his fecurity, when he 
found himfelf under the general odium of his fub- 
jefts, and unable any longer to contend with the 
treacherous Saxons whom he had introduced into 
his kingdom. It is probable, that upon this infular 
rock he erefted a temporary refidence of timber 
(for the country at that time abounded with wood), 
that lafted him till he went to his final retreat in 
Nant Gwrtheyrn, or Vortigem* s Valley^ not far from 
Nefyn, in the promontory of Llyn *. — ^Many of the 
ancient Britilh and monkifh writers affert, that, on 
his coming to Dinas Emrys, he attempted to erefl: a 
place of defence, but that, what was built in the day 
time always difappeared during the night. He there- 

* Vortigem was king of Britain from the year 449, to 466. 

fore 
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fore confulted his magicians, for inch all the meja 
of learning in t ofe d^k ages were efteeined, a3 tq 
the manner in which he ought to aft in thi3 dread^ 
ful predicament. " They advife (fays the author 
of the notes on Drayton), that Jie mufl find out a 
child' which had no father, and with hi§ blood 
fprinkle the flpnes and mortar, and then the caftle 
would ftand as on a firm foundation/* This was a 
tolerably fecure mode of folying the difficulty, for 
they all had Jeaming and philofophy enough to 
know that the king might fearch far and wide for 
this remedy^ They "were, however, for once dif-. 
appointed ! Emiffaries were fent in all directions 
throijgh the kingdom, and one of thefe, as he was 
going along the ftreets of the town, fince called 
Caermartben, overheard foijie boys quarelling at 
play, one of whom reproached his adverfary \yith 
the epithet of " unbegotten, knave/* This was the 
very boy that he wanted : he ran up to theni, took 
him from among the reft, and having foimd out 
his mother, brought them both to the king. TIi? 
mother declared that the boy, whofe name w2M5 
Merlin Emrys, or Ambrofius, was the child of an 
incubus*. It is generally believed, however, that 
his father was a Roman conful, and that' his nxother, 
being a nun, the daughter of one of the kings pf 
Mathraval, invented this ftoiy of his being fat her- 

* He was called Ambrofius from the circumftance of his being 
patronized after Vortigern's death by Ambrofius, his fucceflbr to 
the Britlfh crown. 

lels 
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lefs to fave her reputation and her life, for death 
was the ufual puniftiment inflided on thofe who 
had violated their monaftic vow. The boy was 
ordered to be facrificed, but he obtained his liberty 
by confounding all the magicians with liis queftions, 
and himfelf explsuning the caufe of the failure of 
the work. '^VHe being hither brought to the king 
(continues the above writer), flighted that pretended 
fkill of his magicians, as palliated ignorance ; and 
with confidence of a more knowing fpirit, undertakes 
to fhew the true caufe of that amazing ruin of the 
ftone-work. He tells them, that in the earth" there 
Was a great water which could endure the conti- 
nuance of no heavy fuperftrudure. The workmen 
digged to difcover the truth, and found it fo. He 
then befeeched the king to caufe further inquifi- 
tion to be made>. and affirmed, that in the bottom 
of it were too fleeping dragons, the one white, and 
f he other red, whicji proved fo likewife. The white 
dragon he interpret-ed for the Saxons whom the 
king had brought over, and the red one for the 
opprefTed Britons; and upon this event in Dinas 
Emrys, he began thofe prophecies to Vortigern, 
which are to this day common in the Britifh ftorie*.'* 
The only probable part of this ftory is, that 
Myrddin Emrys, for fo he is called by the Welfh 

♦ Selden's notes on Drayton's Polyolbion. Matthew of Weft- 
minfter has given us a long account of the latter part of Vorti- 
gcrn's Ufe, and a full detail of all Merlin's prophecies. P i6i. — 
170. 

writers, 
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writers, may haye been employed by Vortigern to 
fearch out for him a fecure' retreat from the juft 
vengeance of his injured fubje£ts ; and that being a 
Qdlful architect and mechanic, he fuperintended the 
building of a fortrefs in this plkce. — ^There was 
another Merlin,' frequently miftaken for this, a native 
of Caledonia, called Myrddin ap Morvryn and Myrd- ' 
din Wyllt, who, in the year 542, when fighting 
under the banner of king Arthur, accidentally flew 
his own nephew. In confequence of this accident, 
he was feized with a madnefs which affefted him 
every alternate hour during the reft of his life. He 
retired into Scotland, and in his lucid intervals 
compofed fome of the moft beautiful pieces of poetry 
extant. This Merlin afterwards refided in North 
Wales, where he died ; he was buried in the ifle of 
Bardfey*. - 

Vortigern married his own child by his wife 
Rowena, and had by her one fon. Some writers 
aflert that he was afterwards fo much affefted by 
this crime, that with his own hands he fet fire to 
his houfe, and thus, at the fame time, deftroyed - 
both himfelf and his partner in guilt. Others fay 
that his palace was deftroyed by lightning; and 
others again, that it was deftroyed by Aurelius 
Ambronus and tFter Pendragon, two fons of Con- 
ftantine, who, on difcovering the place of his xetire- 
ment, fet fire to it, and confumed along with it 

* Evans's DJflertatio dc Bafdis, p. 77.' 

Vortigern 
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Vortigem and'his family *. — :We are not, howieVer^ 
Gertain that any of thefe accounts are true ; for 
Vortigem, being confidered the author of ^U the 
calamities that his x:ountry afterwards fufFered, he 
became odious to the people, and theBritifh writers 
have loaded him with fo maliy crimes, and have 
reprefented him as fuch a monfler of iniquity, that 
it was not fit for him to go out of the world like' 
other mortals. They have therefore invented for 
him thofe various kinds of death, that he might 
appear to depart from the world under the fevereft 
marks of divine veijigeance. 

A little farther in the vale is a pool, in a very 
ch-arming fituation, called 

Llyn y Dinas, 

The Pool of the Fort^ taking fts name from its neigh- 
bouring rock of Dinas Emi7s. It abounds in large 
and well-flavoured trout. — ^Two ;niles beyond this 
is Cw7n Llan, a romantic hollow, extending into the 
mountains on the left towards Snowdon, the fummit 
of which, above the intervening moutitains, is vifible 
from hence. The fcene. from this .ftation is re- 
markably fine ; there are here many trees about the 
foreground, and others are diftributed an\ohg thQ 

* Speed, 1. 313. StQwe. According to Nennius, the palace 

was that in Nant Gwrtheyrn, for he fays, when Vortigern went 

to fortify himfclf in Caer Gwrtheyrn, he gave to Myrddin the 

caftlc he had built in Eryri. C . 44.. 

' ^ rifing 
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rifing fteeps, exhibiting the rocks in varioiis places^ 
and thus elegantly varying the^therwife dull unifor- 
mity of the fides of the mountsuns.— Having paffed the 
entrance into Cwm Llan, I foon afterwards oime to 
another fmall pool, not even fo large as that I had 
left, called Llyn Gwynant. Not far from hence, 
I believe it was, that a fmall chapel was founded by 
John Williams, a goldfmith of London, and a native 
of this vale, called Capel Gwynant* He was an 
antiquary of fome eminence, and after accumulating 
a confiderable fortune in l.ondon, retired to the 
place of his birth, and there ended his days. 

Immense Stone. 

Near' the end of the vale I obferved two enor- 
mous mafTes of rock, that had once, no doubt, been 
loofened from fome of the high precipices above by 
rain Or froft, and had tumbled from thence into 
their prefent infiilated fituations. One of them was 
tnuch larger than the celebrated Bowdar Jione in 
Barrowdale, near Derwent water. On one fide it 
has the appearance of the gavel end of a houfe. 
It projefts fo far over its bafe, that an immenfe 
fiumber both of men and horfes might take Ihelter 
Under it. 

Waterfall. 

I afcended the rocks on the left of the vale, to a 

confiderable^ height, to fee the cataraA Rhaiadr 

^ Cwm 
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Cwm DyG, The Waterfall of the Vale cf Dyli. There 
scre two diftinft falls one kbove the other. The 
rivulet that runs from the aljrine pool, Llyn Llwy- 
daw, in the mountains above, here breaks in foam 
and fpray down the rugged fronts of the rocks* 
At the time I was here there had been a fucceffion 
ef dry weather for near a month, and the water was 
©f courfe very inconfiderable in quantity. The 
rocks, however, had in themfelves fufficient gran- 
deur to compenfate for my trouble, and there was 
ftill water enough to render the fcenes extremely 
pifturefque. 

The fbftened l>eauties of the vale of Gwynant, or 
Nant Hwynan^ are particularly pleafmg to a tourift 
who has lately vifited the other more rude vales of 
Caemarvonfhire. The prefent is varied by all the 
degant features that meadows, woods, and corn* 
fields can furnifh: it contains two beautiful little 
pools^ and it is bounded by high rocks and moun- 
tains. In fome places the fpecimens of pidurefque 
fcenery were fo perfeft, that all the order and beauty 
of colouring, fo well defcribed by Mafon, were to 
be traced in them. 

- Vivid green. 
Warm brown, and black opake the foreground bear* 
ConfpMnious. Sober olive coldly marks 

- rfhe fecond diftance. Thence the third declines 

, tn foftct blue, or kflcning ftiil, 1^ loft 
In lalaccft purplt. 

During 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3^4 EXCURSION PEOM , 

During my walk alpng the Tale, I obferved, itt 
different places, feveral men bufily eniployed in 
cutting down the trees. It is truly lamentable that 
the praftice of taking away the timber Ihould be fo 
general, not only in this country, but, as I fome 
years ago had occafion to obferve, even throughout 
all the north of England, and about the lak^s. 
Avarice, or difGpation, and its infeparable attendant, 
poverty, a late writer hjis juftly obferved, have de- 
fpoiled the principality of nearly all its lea^ beauties. 
Depriving fcenery of wood, is ruinous to pidurefque 
beauty ; and if the owners of land do but go on in 
the manner they have done, for a few years longer, 
there will be fcarcely a tree remaining in all North 
Wales. 



Excursion from Beddgelert to the Summit 
OF Snowdon. 

As I had made a determination, foon after I ^fl: 
came into Wales, that I would afcend Snowdon 
by all the tracks that are ufually pointed out to 
travellers, I, for the laft time, undertook the tafk, 
along with a party \>f four others, from Beddge- 
krt. 

The diftance from Beddgelert to the fummit^ 
being reckoned not lefs than fix niiles, and a lady 
being one of our number, it was thought mod eli- 
gible for her to ride as far as fhe ctould without dan- 
ger, and for the reft to walk the whole way. In, 

8 X. this 
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this manlier, therefore, we fet out, commencing our 
mountain journey by turning to the right, from 
the Caernarvon road, at the diftance of about two 
miles and a half from the village. — ^We left the horfe 
at a cottage, about half way up, from whence taking 
a bottle of milk to mix with fome rum that we had 
brought along with us, we continued our route over 
a Series of pointed and craggy rocks. Stopping at- 
different times to reft, we enjoyed to the utmoft, 
the profpeds that by degrees were opening around 
us. Caernarvon and the ifle of Anglefea, ^ded by 
the brightnefs of the morning, were feen to great 
advantage; and Llyn Cwellyn below us, fhaded by 
the vaft Myndd Mawr, with Caftell Cidwra at its foot, 
appeared extremely beautiful. In afcending, the 
mountains, which frotn below appeared of immenfe 
height, began now to feem beneath us ; the lakes 
and vallies were more expofed, and dl the little 
rills and mountain ftreams, by degrees became vifi- 
ble to us, like filver lines interfering the hol- 
lows around. 

Towards the upper part of the mountain, we 
paffed t)ver a tremendous ridge of rock, called 
Clawdd coch, the red ridge. This narrow pafs, not 
more than ten or twelve feet acrofs, and two or 
three hundred yards in length, was fo fteep, that 
the eye reached on each fide, down the whole ex- 
tent of the mountain. And I am perfuaded, that in 
fome parts of it, if a perfon held a large ftone in 
each hand, and let them both fall at once, each might 
. c c roll 
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roll-above a quarter of a miley and thus, when .they 
flopped, they might be more than half a mile afun-* 
der. The lady who accompanied us, to my great 
furprize, paffed this ridge without the leaft apparent 
figns of fear or trepidation. 

There is no danger whatever, in croffing Clawdd 
Goch in the day-time, but I muft confefs, that I 
fhould by no means like ta venture along this trafl: 
in the night, as many de) who have never feen it. 
If the moon fhone very bright, we might, it is very, 
true, efcape unhurt ; but a dark cloud coming fudden- 
ly over, would certainly expofe us to much danger.. 
Many inftances have occurred of perfons who, hav- 
ing pafled over it in the night, were fo terrified at 
feeing it by^ day-light the next morning, that they 
have not dared to return the fame way, but have 
'gone a very circuitous round by Bettws. I was in- 
formed that one gentleman had been fo mucli alarm- 
ed, that he crawled over it back again on his hands 
and knees. 

In the hollow, on the left of the afcent, are four 
imall pools, called Llyn C'och^ the red pool ; Llyn 
y Nadroedd^ the adder's pool ; Ltyn Glas^ the blue 
pool ; and Llyn Ffynnm y Gwas, the fervant'a 
poolr • 

■ Soon after we had pafled Clawdd Coch, we be* 
came immerfed in light clouds, till we arrived at 
the fummit of the mountain, when a fmgle gleam of 
fiinfliine, which lafted but for a- moment, prefented 
US with the majeftic foeaery on the weft of our fta* 

^ tiom 
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tion# It ferved, hawever, only to tantalize our 
hopes, for a fmart guft of wind again obfcured us 
in clouds. We- now (heltered ourfelves from the 
cold, under fome of the projefting rocks near the ' 
top, and ate our dinners, watching with anxiety 
the dark fliades in the clouds, in hopes that a re- 
paration might take place, and that we fhould be 
once more delighted with a fight of the grand ob- 
jeds around us. We did not watch in vain, for 
the clouds by degrees cleared away, and left us at 
full liberty to admire the numerous beauties in this 
vaft expanfive fcene. The deep rock of Clogwyn y 
Garnedd^ whofe dreadful precipices are, fome of 
them, above two hundred yards in perpendicular 
height, and the whole rock, a feries of precipices, 
was an objefl: which firft ftruck one of my compa- 
nions with terror, and he exclaimed, almoft invo- 
luntarily : 

How, fearful 
And dizzy 'lis to cad one's eyes fo low ! 
^ The crows and choughs that wing the midway air 
Shew fcarce fo grofs as beetles. -^ 

We now ftood on a point which commanded the 
whole dome of the Iky. The profpects below, each 
of which we had before confidered feparately as a 
grand fcene, were now only miniature parts in the 
immenfe landfcape. We had around us fuch a va- 
riety of mountains, vallies, lakes, and ftreams, each 
rjeceding behind the other, and bounded only by 
, c c 2 the 
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the far diftant horizon, that the eye almoft ftnaned 
itfelf with looking upon them. Thefe majeftic prof- 
. pefts were foon fhut from pur fight by the gather- 
mg clouds, which now began to clofe in much hea- 
vier than they had done before, and it was in vain 
that we waited near an hour for another opening. 
We were therefore, at length, obliged to defcend, 
iii 'defpair of being any more gratified with thefe fub- 
ITxtte profpefts. 

We again pafled Clawdd Coch, and foon after- 
wards, turning to the left, defcended into the moun- - 
tain vale, called Cwm Lldn^ which I have mentioned 
in a preceding part of this chapter. We followed 
the courfe of a flream, which runs from thence 
into Llyn y Dinas, in Nant Hwynan. This little 
rivulet entertained us much in its delcent, being, in 
many places, thrown over low rocks, and forming 
fmall, but fometimes elegant, cafcades. — ^After a 
walk of two hours, we arrived in Nant Hwynan^ 
the vale that I had traverfed with fo much pleafure 
a day or two before ; and palling Llyn y Dinas^ 
and Dinas Emrys,'foon afterwards reached Beddge- 
lert, not a little fatigued with our mountain 
ramble. * ^ 

I obferved near a cottage in Cwm Llan, that fe- 
veral children were employed in gathering the ber- 
ries of the mountain afli (^Sorbus aucuparia of Lin- 
naeus). On enquiring of the guide to what purpofe 
this, was done, he informed me that the Welfh peo- 
ple 
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pie brew from them a liquor, which they call Diod 
griafol. This, he faid, was done by 'merely crufliing 
the berries, and putting water to them, which, after 
remaining a fortnight, is drawn off for ufe. The 
flavour, as I underftood him, was fomewhat like 
that of perry. 



CO 3 
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CHAR XX. 

Excursion from Caernarvon to the 
Nantlle Pools. 

Nant Lie. ^-^ Dreary Mountain P a fs.*^ Uncommonly elegant Views, — 
Slate parries, — Oxen attacked by the Gadfly ; and ajhort Ac' 
count of this infedl. 

In my vifit to the Nantlle- Pools^ I proceeded 
along the road from Caernarvon to Beddgelert, till 
I had paffed Llyn Cwellyn, when taking a route 
wjeftward, . between Llyn Cader, and Llyn y Dy^ 
warchen, I entered a wild mountainous pafs, that 
led me along a ieries of flieep trafts, into Nant Lie, 
the Vale of Lie. The mountains rofe on each, fide 
to an immenfe height, thofe towards the north 
forming a long range of precipices, Angularly mark- 
ed by the innumerable gullies of the mountain 
ftorihs. The whole fcene was that of favage wild- 
nefs, of nature in her moft dreary attire. It is a 
narrow pafs, encompafled by mountains, uncultivat- 
ed, deftitute altogether of wood, and unflieltered 
on all fides from the fury of the tempefl:s. — As I 
proceeded, the fcene by degrees, began to extend 
its limits, and the mountains to attain more varied 
and elegant forms. At length the two Nantlle 
Pools, called by the Welfh Llyniau Nantlle^ and 

the 
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the whole range of the vale, \yith the gradually 
declining mountains, became vifible nearly to the 
fea. The profped was exceedingly beautiful ; and 
the number of trees in different parts, and par- 
ticularly about the foreground, added greatly to 
the effeft. — On turning round, to look towards 
the road that I had left, now about two miles 
diftant, I obferved that Snowdon clofed up the 
end of the pafs, and terminated the view in that 
direftion: its upper parts were, however, fo en- 
veloped in clouds, as to render them invifible, — I 
continued my route along a tolerable good horfe- 
path, between hedge-rows, among meadows and 
woodland, on the north fide of the pools. The 
trees were chiefly old oaks, that had withftood the 
fury of near a hundred winters ; the limbs fliattered, 
covered with mofs, and bared of leaves. Several 
of the fmall farmers* cottages among thefe trees, 
prefented, with the other dbj efts around, fcenes 
peculiarly pidurefque. By an ancient over-fhot 
mill, between the pools, I remarked a fcene that 
exceeded all the reft. The mountain grandeur of 
the vale was broken by the wooded foreground ; 
and the water of one of the lakes, from the rays 
of the fun, which fhot obliquely upon it, glittered 
through the dark foliage of the trees. The mill, 
and its rude wooden aquedufl: and wheel, with an 
adjacent cottage or two, overgrown with mofs and 
lichens, and fliattered in the walls and roofs, were 
the other component parts of the landfcape. This 
c g 4 was 
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was, however, by no means, the lafl: of the elct 
gancies of the vale ; in almoft every part of my 
walk, I had fomething to admire, fome new objeft 
prefented to me, that aflforded fources both of re- 
flexion and delight. At fome diftance beyond the 
fartheft lake, the road, which is here wide enough 
to admit carriages to the neighbouring flate quar-. 
ries, led me to fome little height above the vale. 
I again turned round to look along the vale in-the di- 
reftion I had come, and was furprifed by a view fq 
elegantly pifturefque,that even my fancy had fcarcely 
ever led me to imagine one equal to it. The denfq 
clouds that had enveloped all the higher regions of 
Snowdon, were in a great meafure driven away, 
and thofe that I now faw, floated below the pointed 
fummit of the mountain, which was vifible above. 
It bounded the end of the vale, and I never before 
faw this mountain in fo much grandeur- A duflcy 
hazinefs about it, threw it to appearance very dif- 
tant, and added greatly to its eflfed in'height. A 
gleam of funfliine, pafling the valley by Llyn Cwel- 
lyn, that crofled by its foot, and foftening upwards, 
formed a fine light in the middle of the fcene. The 
fl:eep black rocks of Mynydd Mawr, on the. left, 
and the craggy fummits of the elegant and varied 
range of the Drws y Coed mountains, on the right 
of the vale, on whofe fide I flood, and appearing 
even ftill darker than ufual, from the light on the 
mountain- beyond them, formed a truly elegant 
middle diftance. ' The expanfe of the "w^ter of. 
, the 
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the two lakes, interfered by a narrow ifthmus, apt 
peared in the bofom of the vale. The rude trunks, 
?uid weather-beaten limbs of the old oaks around, no^ 
only added beauty to the foreground, but varied, bj 
their • intervention, the othenyife too uniform ap- 
pearance qf the meadows of the yale, and of fome 
parts of the mountains' fides. This landfcape is not 
exceeded in beauty by any in North Wales. 

As xhejlate quarries were not far from this fta- 
tion, I walked up to them, and found a chafm 
formed in the rocks that, from its peculiar appear- 
ance, furprized me almoft as much as the excava- 
tions in the mountains of Nant Frangon, belonging 
to lord Penrhyn. This is very narrow, long, and 
deep, its fides being nearly all perpendicular ; and 
to a ftranger, unaccuftomed to fights of this na- 
ture, it will be found very intereftingi The moun- 
tain in which thefe^ quarries are formed, is called 
Cilgwyn, the ivhite retreat : it is in the parifli of 
Llanllyfhi. 

In the former part 6f this ramble (in the hollow 
near Llyn y Dywarchen), I had obferved the cattle, 
in apparent agony, chafing each other round the 
foot of the mountains, with their tails ere£t, and 
head and neck ftretched out, and uttering fl:range 
beliowings. The caufe of this incident immediately 
occurred to me, and when they afterwards pafled 
within a few yards the place where I was walking, 

it 
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it was fully explained, by my catching at a fly that 
was near one of them, which I found to be a fpecies 
of gadfly^ the cejirus bovis of Linnaeus, that, in 
fummer often torments the oxen, till they almoft 
run mad with terror. If only a fingle ox is at- 
tacked, it runs off bellowing from among the herd, 
and where water is near, makes immediately to it ; 
for the flyleaves the animal the -^moment it paflTes 
the bank : the reft generally follow, which accounts 
for all the animals about the fame place, nfually 
appearing agitated at the fame time. Cattle have been 
known to plunge from the plough, and in fpite of 
every effort, have run through hedges and thickets^ 
to gain the bank of a ftream or pond. Whatever 
they may happen to be doing, when attacked by 
thefe infers, nothing can reftrain them from feeking 
fome mode of ridding themfelves of them ; 

Light fly their flumbcrs, if perchance a flight 
Of angry gad-flies faften on the herd ; 
That ftarth'ng fcatters from the fhallow brook. 
In fearch of lavifh ftream.' Tofliiig the foam. 
They fcorn the keeper's voice, and fcour the plain. 
Through all the bright fe verity of aoon ; 
While, from their labouring breads, a hollow moan 
Proceeding, run low-bellowing round the hills,. 

The reafon why thefe flies attack the cattle is, 
that they may depofit their eggs in the fkin. The 
operation is performed in a few feconds, but proba- 
bly the pain is extremely fevere. The aperture made 
by the flies, though very minute, does not after- 

warda 
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wards clofe up, but enlarges with the fwelUng. This, 
when the young grub is produced from the egg, 
ferves both as a breathing place for it, and as a 
paffage, through which the fuperfiuous humour con- 
tained in the fwelling, difcharges itfelf, which, if 
confined, would occafion a large abfcefs, and fufFo- 
cate the little creature. As foon as the grub has 
attained its full growth, it works itfelf out, and 
dropping to the ground, attains there its chryfalis, 
and afterwards its perfeft, or fly ftate. — Young and 
healthy cattle are more liable to the attacks of the 
gadfly than any others ; the firfl on account of the 
tendemefs of their hides, and the latter, as affording 
a nidus befl: fuited to nourifliing the young infeds. 
Cattle that are found to have a great number of bot- 
holes in their fldns, are always efteemed by dealers 
to be the befl, and when thefe occur in the hides, the 
tanners always find that fuch make ftrong and good 
leather. The fldn heals on the exit of the grub, 
but it is not with the fame matter as that of the on- 
)^al fldn ; and by the marks that are left, it is eafy , 
to know where thefe holes have been. — ^The grubs 
of diis gadfly are called by farmers and others, botsy 
warbles y and wornuls* 
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CHAP. XXL 

Excursion from Caernarvon into the Pro* 

MONTORY OF LlYN. 

^e promontory' of Ljlln.'^ Account of Dittos Dinlle, and other an^ 
€tent Forts dependant on it. — Clyno^.-^ Cburch.'^Beuno's Chapel 
and Chejl. -^SuperJlitionS' — Llanhaiarn, — Nevin.-^Porthynllyn, 
'^FwlIheli.^Criccietb, — Cficcietb Cajlle.—Sin^lar Story of 
Sir Howell y fwyedl^ and his Battk'Asd, — Penmorfa. — Anecdote 
of Sir John Owen.'^Fordy and proje3ed new Road.^^Accowtt 
^various Feuds in Caermroonjbire during the fifteenth Century^ 

The promontqry of Llyn, or that divifion of 
Caemarvonfhire that juts out into the I|ifli fea, 
was the Langanum of Ptolemy and Antoninus. It§ 
Welfh name is derived from atn old word, that fig- 
nifies a lon^ flip of any thing, and more parti- 
cularly a fpear.— In its general chara^er it affords 
very little interefling matter for the obfervation of 
tlie tourifti In the inore northerly parts a confider- 
able quantity of com is grown j fo. much indeed a$ 
to fupply nearly all the reft of the county. Much of 
the land is there flat and capable of cultivation 
and improvement. The Rev. Mr. Ellis of X.lan- 
flyndwy, near Criccieth, has introduced in that part 
of the promontory, the culture of cabbages and 
turnips, for the fattening of cattle, with fome de- 
gree of fuccefs. This ftrange attempt has aftoniflied 

the 
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theWelfh formers, who, wedded to old nlodes, aiid al- 
together ignortot of good management, cannot con- 
ceive how it fhould anfwer. The fame gaitleman 
has alfo made confiderable advances in the irrigation 
of meadow land. It will probably be long before 
fo good an example will be followed by other far- 
mers'; it is hoped, however, that its effeGt will not 
be loft. — ^The moft diftant extremity of Llyn is, in 
general, a bleak, open, and expofed country, in 
which agriculture c^ make little progrefs towards 
improvement. 

DiNAS DiNLLE, 

An ancient fort, about two miles weft of Lland- 
wrog, (a village near fix miles fouth of Caernar- 
von,) was the firft place of any confequence that I 
came to.. This is fituated on the fummit of a green 
eminence, immediately on the coaft. In a ftream 
called Voryd, that runs not far from the place, 
there are two fords, which, to . this day, retain the 
names of TJAjyrf equejlre^ and Rhyd pedejire (Rhyd 
being the Welfli word for ford), and are underftood 
by thefe names, as the horfe and foot fords. — ^The 
mount on which the fort was conftruQied, is fup- 
pofed to have been artificial. It is fo near the fea, 
that at high tides the water comes entirely up to it : 
on the fide towards the water, the bank is very 
fteep. — ^The fort was of a circular form, and about 
four hundred feet in diameter. On all fide$, ex- 
cept 
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cept towards the fea. it was defended by a deep fois 
five or fix yards wide. The principal entrance was 
on the eaft fide. This ftation not only commanded 
the whole of Caernarvon bay, its creeks and har- 
bours, but great part of the county of Caernarvon, 
and of the ifle of Anglefea, was alfo within fight 
of the garrifon. — ^To this great centre of obferva- 
tion and aflion (fays the late learned vicar of Llan- 
wnda) correfpond feveral other forts, that lie diagon- 
ally acrofs the country, fome towards the north, and 
others towards the fouth j which, like the wings of an 
army, were of infinite fervice in time of danger, 
for its fafety and proteftion. The mofl: confiderable 
on the eafl are Dinorddwig, in the parifh of Lland- 
.diniolen ; and Yr Hen Gaflell, and Dinas Gorfan, 
both in the parifh of Llanwnda, and about three miles 
diftant. Towards the fouth, one of the mofl rocky 
is Craig y Dinas, on the river Llyfhi, about a mile 
and a half diflant. — ^Dinorddwdg, or, as it is now 
called, Pen Dinas, in the parifh of Llanddiniolen, is 
ftill entire and ftrengthened with a double ditch 
and flrqng rampart. The excellence of this fort 
is its flrength and compaflnefs, flanding, as it were, 
on tiptoe above all the refl. — ^Yr hen Gaflell, the 
old cajile^ near the brook Carrog, is a fmall en- 
trenchment with a fingle rampart, about fifty paces 
in length. Dinas Gorfan, near Pont Newydd, the 
ne^ bridge^ .has merely the name remaining. But 
Craig y Ddinas, the rocky fort ^ is a circular encamp- 
ment, about a hundred paces in diameter, very 

fleep 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INTO THE PROMONTORY 0F~ LLYN. 39^ 

fteep towards the river that paffes it on the^fouth, 
as it is alfo on every other fide except the weft. The 
rampart?, with a treble ditch, are of loofe ftones, ex- 
ceedingly ftrong, and not to be taken out even at 
this day, without great force. The entrance is 
towards the north fide, very narrow, and forty 
paces in length. This fort is about a mile fouth-' 
weft of the great road that leads -from Caernarvon 
to Pwllheli, and about a quarter of a mile from 
Lleiar, the ancient family feat of the Twifletons. — 
Farther on, towards the extremity of the diagonal 
line, at the foot of Llanhaiarn mountain, and not 
far from the place w^here that parifh joins upon 
Llan Gybi, there is a fmall fort on the top of a 
high rock called Caer. This was a fort of obfer- 
vation, to guard iiot only the paffes of the moun- 
tains, but to overlook Llyn, the ancient divifion of 
Caemarvonfliire> called Evionedd, and St. George^s 
Channel. — ^I'here are other fmaller forts, inter- 
fperfed about the country (conneded, no doubt, m 
fome Ihape or other with Dinas Dinlle). Thefe were 
either the refidences of generals, as Gad-lys, in 
the parilh of Llanwnda, or places of obfervation 
for fome peculiar military ufes, as Dinas y Prif, in 
the parifh of Llanwnda, where there is one deep 
ditch and a weftern entrance, looking towards the 
principal fort -Dinas Dinlle. — The difpofition and 
economy of thefe head quarters, favour of the wif- 
dom and fagacity, that feem to run through the 
whole, being fituate'd, (if the expreffion may be 
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ufed,) at proper intervals In the bale of a triangle, 
which the two diagonal lines form, by meeting 
with the bafe, in a point at Dinas Dinlle** 

On the left of the road, about half a mile beyond 
the village of Llandwrog, I paffed. the grounds of 
Glynllivon^ the feat of lord Newborough. The views 
were over a country in a tolerably good ftate of 
cultivation, and were on the whole interefting. At 
a little diftance to the right, was the fea ; and on 
the oppofite fide, a few miles off, were the moun- 
tains around Snowdon. 

As I approached the Rival or EiJJ (forked) 
mountains, they began to affume a very grand af- 
peft* Their conical fummits, all nearly of equal 
height, were obfcured by light clouds* They feem- 
ed to oppofe an impaflible barrier, to the ftill ex-? 
tenfive country beyond them. The mountain next 
the fea, prefents a perpendicular precipice to the 
waves, which feemed to me at a diftance, to beat 
againft its foot. 

Clynog 

Is a fmall village, which, with its elegant gothic 
church appearing among the trees, and the moun- 
tains in the background, forms a pifturefque fcene, 
at the diftance of about half a mile from the placeJ 

• Letter of the Rev. R, Farringdon, vicar of Llanwnda^ 
Qcar Dinas Dinlle. 

The 
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The faoufes are half hidden by the foKage, and the 
tower of the church rifes very beautifully from 
among them. The fea, on the right, forms an ef- 
fential part of the view. 

The churchy differing in that refped from every 
odier parifh church in Wales, is a large gothic 
building, with fome of the windows of painted 
glafs. In different parts of it, I obferved the tombs 
of feveral perfons of a Yorkfliire family of the 
name of Twifleton, who retired into Wales, and 
lived chiefly in this parifh. A paffage called Yr 
heinous, the heinous^ (from its having been ufed as 
a place of confinement for diforderly perfons), leads 
bora the church to a fmall gothic building, called 
Eglwys Beuno, the chapel of Beuno^ fuppofed to have 
been originally founded about the year 6 1 6. This 
Wellh faint was the fon of one of the kings of 
Pqwys, and uncle to Wenefred, the celebrated vir- 
gin of Holywell. He is reported to have been in- 
terred in the chapel, and an ill worked ftone 
figure, now placed in the belfry, headlefs and 
mutilated, was fuppofed to have coyered his grave. 
Iti confequence of this opinion, lord Newborough, 
in the year 1793, ordered the ground to be exa- 
mined for his remains, but nothing could be diTco- 
vered. — ^In the fouth eaft comer of the chxu-ch, 
near the altar table, there is an old wooden gheft, 
belted with iron, and feftened to the floor, called 
Gyff Beuno, Beuno* s cbeft. This has a flit iii (he 
coyer, to receive the offerings of money from the 
D D devotees » 
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devotees of the faint. If a perfon i/^r^ aflisded trith 
9xiy difordar, he made his oStnng imb this tdieft^ 
nfually a four-pefuiy |»ece, if fuch could be bbtained, 
and having fat down on Bueno's grave^ and ai- 
drefled his prayers to the faint, he expeded imme- 
diate relief. This cuftom is even yet coutiiiued by 
ti few ignorant perfons. On Trinity Sunday, hcead 
and cheefe were ufually offered to Bueno ; and the 
church formerly claimed all the calves and lambs 
that were cafl with a flit in Aeir ear. 

The other curiofiiies about this place are, the 
well dedicated to St. Bueno, inclofed in a fquare 
wall on the left of the road, about a quarter of 
^ mile beyond the village; a eramlech^ which i$ 
to be feen, a little further on from the road, in 
a field near the fea ; and a waterfali eddied; Rbaiadr 
Dibbin Mawr, in the mountains sdDout taro.jmles 
diftant. The latter I had riot heard of whien I was 
here. 

From Clynog I directed :myroni^ toward the 
Rivals, and in pafling the fbot of a.iindoch and 
conical mountain called Gyrn Qodki^^The Med Pointy 
obferved . a number of women ap4 childrai bufily 
Employed in rolling large bundkaj-of heath down 
the fides, to fave themfelves th^labcsir of caning 
th^m. — ^The road led. uie^ up.a t6teiiabiy!fteet) hiU> 
to Llanhaiamj whofe white4wa(he4 churdi / on its 
elevated fite, affords a land-mark to .thtt. ^flarit* 
mariner. I now wound my way along the hollows 

V^ of 
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of the Rivd mountains, and for a'confiderable dif- 
tance through a country as defblate and barren as 
cdn be well imagined. Emerging from thefe dreiry 
wilds, I not long afterwards arrived at a fmall and 
infignificant borough town, governed by a bailiff 
and corporation, called Nevin^ furrounded by moun- 
tains, and appearing altogether feparated from the 
world. ~~ 

I defcended from hence to the fhore, at Porthyn-j 
llyn. The Harbour in Llyn^ about a mile diftant* 
Here are three or four houfes fituated at the foot of 
a fmall femicircular range of low mountains, with, 
in front, a large and extenfive bay. This place is 
even more fecluded from the world than Nevin? 
it cannot be feen, except from the edges of the, hill* 
that immediately furround it. The extent of all the 
land betwixt the hills and the fea is fo fmall, ad 
fcarcely to be more than a mile and a half acrofs, 
and a quarter of a mile deep. The harbour is 
chiefly frequented by coafting and Iriih veffek* 

As t had already feen nearly as much of this 
uninterefting part of Caemarvonfliire as I wiihed, 
and as I had previoufly determined, in the courfe of 
a few days, to fail in the cutter belonging to the 
hotel at Caernarvon, fit>m that place entirely round 
the promontory, I now cut (hort my journey by 
crofling directly over from hence to 
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Pwllheli. 

Th|s is a fmall market town fupported principally 
by its coafting trade* Veffels are here built of a 
tolerably large fize ; one that I faW on the flocks, 
I was told, would be regiftered as of about fix 
hundred tons burthen, but this was the largeft that 
had ever been conftrufted here. The harbour is a 
pretty good one, but at the ebb of the tide it is left 
nearly dry. Pwllheli is the principal town in the 
promontory, and has in its neighbourhood the feats 
q{ feveral families of great refpeftability. The fur- 
rounding country is more cultivated than in mod 
other parts of Llyn ; and it is in many parts varied 
with wood. The town itfelf is very unpleafant, 
from th« extreme irregularity of the houfes and 
ftreets. 

Criccieth 

Is fituated at the north corner of Cardigan bay, 
about nine miles from Pwllheli* It is an infignificant 
borough town contributory to Caernarvon; and, 
except in the few remains of its cajilej affords 
nothing which can claim attention from the tra- 
veUer* This is fituated on a rifing ground, at the 
end of a long neck of land that juts into the fea. 
The entrance to it is betwixt two round towers, 
which are fquare within : all the other towers are 
entirely fquare. There have been two courts, but 
neither of them was very largfe, nor indeed has the 

whole 
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irhole caflle been a building of ahy other than 
fmall extent. At prefent it is in a very ruinous 
condition, — From the eminence on which it ftands, 
there is a beautiful view acroTs the bay towards 
Harkchj where that fine old caftie is feen, backed 
by the high and diftant mountains of Merionetfi- 
ihire. 

From the architefture of Criccieth caftie, it ap* 
pears undoubtedly to have been of Britiih origin ; 
and its reputed founder Edward I., feems only to 
have cafed the two towei^s at the entrance, their ex- 
terior workm^nfhip being very different from that of 
the interior. It is conje^kured by Rowlands to have 
been in exiftence before the (ixth century *. — ^The 
conftable appointed by Edward was allowed a falary 
of a hundred pounds a year, but out of this i^ 
was ftipulated, that he fhould maintain a garrifon 
of thii^ty ftout men, a chaplain, furgeon, carpenter, 
aod mafont* 

Sir Howell y Fwyall, 

A native of the adjoining parifli of Llanftyndwy, 
and a defcendant from Colwyn ap Tangno, one of 
the fifteen tribes of North Wales, was conftable of 
this caftie. This valiant officer attended the Black 
Prince in the battle of Poidtiers, where, although 
on foot, and armed only with a battle-axe, he per- 
formed feveral ads of the utmoft bravery and 

'* Rowlands, 149. f Pennant, li, 192. 
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hcroifm. ' The principal of his fervices was the 
cutting off the head of the French king's horfe, 
and taking him prifoner. As a recompence for 
his^ valour he received the honour of knighthood, 
and was allowed to bear the arms of France, with 
a*'^ battle-axe in bend finifter;" and to add to his 
name y Fwyall, the battle-axe. In further comme- 
nK)ration of his fervices, it was ordered that a mefs 
of meat Ihould, at the expence of the crown, be 
every day ferved up before the axe with which he 
had performed thefe wonderfiil feats. This mefs, 
after it h^d been brought to the knight, was taken 
down, and diftributed among the poor. Even after 
fir HowePs death the mefs continued to be ferved 
as ufual, and for the fake of his foul, given to the 
poor till fo lately as the beginning of the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, Eight yeomen attendants, called 
yeomen of the crown, were appointed to guard it, 
who received each eightpence a day conftant wages*, 
—The prefent pariih clerk of Criccieth informed ^ 
gentleman of my acquaintance, that in digging ^ 
grave in the church^yard, about ten years ago, he 
found a -human IkuU of an enormous fize, holding 
in the cavity for the brain more than two quarts of 
water. He ufed it for fome time, in the place of a 
more convenient implement, to throw water out of 
newly opened graves, He fuppofed it to Jiave beei^ 

• Harkian MSS Jn the Britifh Mufcum, No. 2298, fol. 348. 
Wyane's Gwydlr family, 375. 425. Camb. |leg. L 148. 
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Ae {kxkH of thk renowned hero, but probably, how- 
ever, without any other reafon, than from its enor- 
fiiCfiX^ fizej for the ignorant generally aflbciate the 
idea of a gigantie figure with the charaSer of a 
V^l^t man. 

From Criccieth I prioceeded about three miles to 

P^:NMaRFA, 

T^ Head cftbe Marfi>^2L wood-clad village, roman- 
tically fituat^d oil the weftem bank of Traeth Mawr. 
The church contains a fmall monument to the me* 
inory of ^r John Owen^ a valiant commander in the 
army, and a ftaunch ftipporter of Charles I. This 
hero, after the execution of his royal matter, with 
ieveral of the nihility , was condemned by the 
parliament to lofe his head. During his trial he 
exhibit^ a fpirit of intrepidity worthy fo brave a 
man 5 aiid^ after his condemnation, he bowed to 
the court, and expreffed his thanks for the honour 
ihey intei^ded him. One of th^ members afked 
what he meanly aiid he replied loud enough to be 
heard by mod of the perfons prefent, " I think it a 
great honour, fpr ^ pQor gentleman of Wales to 
lofe his head with fuch noble Igrds; — by Q- — , 
I was afraid they would have banged me/* By 
great good fortune, however, and by the intereft of 
Ireton, who became his advocate, he was fet at 
liberty, and reftpredto his friends, after ojily a few 
months imprifonment *, 

* Pennant, i. 279. 
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There is a ford from Penmorfa^ acrofs the twd 
fands, Traeth Mawr and Traeth Bach, to the roads 
leading to Tan-y-bwich and Harlech : this fayes a 
very circuitous route to thofe who wifli to go from 
hence by Beddgelert. Faffing this ford is, however, 
fometimes attended with danger, owing to the tide's 
not leaving the fame level, but fometimes walhing 
deep holes in the fand : ^id it is never proper for at 
ftranger to attempt to ^rofs it without the attendance 
of ^ guide,-r-The gentlemen of I^lyn have lately 
entered into a fubfcription, for the pi^rpofe of ob- 
taining an aft qf p^liatpaent, to form a poil road 
from this place, acrofs^ the prom^tory, to Porthynr? 
Ilyq, where fome Iriih packets would' then be fta* 
tioned. The advantages arifing from it would be 
very great to Irifh paffengers, as from Shrewfburyi 
(inftead of fkirtipg the countiy by Chefter, St, 
Afa[ph, ^nd Conwy,) they would pafs direftly acroft 
Nprjth Wales, and having f^ved many miles of landy 
carriage, they would ftill have at Porthynllyn a ft^. 
tion nearly as good as that of Holyhead, , 

CAERNARV0NflHI?lE PeUDS. 

The whqle of this part of the cpunty of Caer^ 
narvon was, in the fifteenth century, the fcene of 
the moft direful contentioms. Jealoufies betwixt 
powerful families, whofe adherents were numerous, 
produced continual quarrels. Thefe were invariably 
Jt)loody ai^d revengefuL So high did the contentions 
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run, fays fir John Wynne, that ** they would even 
fight for the fiirft good-morrow/' where a more 
oftenfible caufe could not be found. The firft of 
the quarrels that I fhall mention, comnaenced about 
-the year 1468, the feventh of Edward IV. — ^There 
fubfifte4 ^^ Wales at this period, and it is even 
liot yet entirely done away, a kind of connexioili 
unknown in England, that of fojler -parent* When 
a child was given to another family to be nurtured 
and educated, which was very commonly done, an 
attachment took place, that was efteemed equally 
inviolable "wdth that betwixt the child and its natural 
parents. • 

Jevan ap Robert ap Meredith, of Gefailgyferch, 
about a mile from Penmorfa, was brought up under 
John ap Meredith, as his fofter-father. Jevan mar- 
ried the filler of Howell ap Rbys^ of Bron y Vod, 
a houfe not far dillant, but, in confequence of his 
attachment to John ap Meredith, his fofter-father, 
t)etwixt ^hofe family and that of Howell, there had 
always fubfifted feuds and jealoufies, thefe became 
almoft entirely transferred to him. Howell's fe-* 
cond wife (for his firft wife was alfo the fiflier of 
Jevan,) was afflifted with a moft quarrelfome and 
ungovernable difpofition, and fhe became the prin- 
cipal agent in the fomentation of the difputes be- 
twixt the houfes. — In times when the moft villainous 
ftratagems were adopted to ill-treat, or even to 
aflMinate an enemy, it was neceflary, in f6 wild a 

country 
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country as this, that every man fhould be conftantly 
on his guard, and never appear abroad unarmed* 
Howell made feveral attempts' to deftroy Jevan, all 
of which had proved unfuccefsful. At length he 
received information that Jevan and fome friends 
were going to Llanvihangel, a village about three 
miles from his houfe, to meet a large party who 
were to exercife in various feats of adivity.* Howell, 
HI confequence, hired an aff^flin, and fcarmed the 
following plan to murder him. He collected toge^ 
tffcer a ftrong party of his adherents, who were ta 
j&trprize them in their journey, and when, in the 
confufion of battlp, every one's attention was tiir 
gaged, the man, who was a ft ranger, had direftions 
m go carefully behind the talleft and moH handfbme 
Hiaji of the whole company, and to knock hiH> 
dbwn. " You will eafily diftinguiih him (lays 
Howell,) by his immenfe fbiture : but he has ^ 
&iler-brother, Robin ap Inko^ a Kttle feltow wha 
fe always near him; be aware of this man, for^ 
hoiwever hot the encounter may be, he is generally? 
©n the watck for his brother's fafety/' — ^^evan le$ 
but on horfebaefc with his friends, in tl>e momiagv 
His wife accompanied them^ on foot, about a mile 
©f the road, when fhe returned. In her way hs^clt 
fee met her brother Howell, with a company of 
armed men, riding in the fame direftion, and im-» 
Eiediatcty guefling at the intejnt of the expedition, 
ktreated h^.td defift and return home. Heat* 
, . ^ tempted 
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tempted to pufh pall her, when (he fnatched at the 
horfe's bridle, but not fucceeding, from his turning 
fuddenly round, ihe caught hold of the tail. By 
-this (he fufFered herfelf to be dragged along, im- 
ploring them with tears to fpare her hulband's life. 
But b«ing forced to give up her hold, by a blow 
on the arm from HowelFs fword, fhe fprang before 
him to a narrow place, where there was a wooden 
bridge over which be muft pafs. Stepping on this, 
Ihe tore away the hand-rail, and threw it with fucli 
fury, and with fo fure an aim at his head, that 
had he not evaded the blow, it would infallibly have 
brought him to the ground. 

Howell and his party pufhed by the lady, and^ 
foon overtook their adyerfaries, whom they found 
pauch inferior to themfelves in number. Certain 
of fuccefs, they made the onfet, and Jevan and his 
friends bore the attack with the utmoft bravery. 
The aflaffin, attentive to his orders, foon difcovered 
his man, and approaching behind him, as he thought 
imobferved, aimed a blow at his head, — ^but Robin 
jtp Inko, who was at hand, laid him in a moment 
lH*eathlefs on the ground. This clofed the bufmefe 
of the day, for Howell called out to his men, that 
it was time to be gone, fince Robin ap Inko had 
been fo ill-watched. 

Not long after this contention, the parfon of 
Llanfrothen took a child of Jevan's to fofter. This 
was a new fource of jealoufy to HowelPs wife, fince 
jier luilband poffeffed more land in the parilh than 

Jevan. 
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Jevan. She therefore formed a fcheme to have 
tim murdered. She fent to his houfe a woman ta 
intreat, under the appearance of poverty, a night'ft 
lodging.. This being granted without hefitation,^ 
the woman, about midnight, fhrieked fo violently, 
as tcr induce him to haften to her relief; when, 
rufliing out of the houfe, flie threatened revenge^, 
under the plea of his having attempted to rayifh her; 
la the. morning her brothers, three well knowa 
viUains, wat.c4ied the parfon as he went to look at 
Eiis: cattle, and murdered him. As in thofe days 
none but the men who aftually ftruck the blow, 
and xvho, in confequence, were called Llaw rudds,'^ 
or Med Hands^ Were confidered guilty of a murder^ 
only two of thefe men fled from the country. 

In. Chirkland refided the family of Trevors, friends 
of Howell, and in Ofwaldfireland^ the KyfEns, 
friends of Jevan, two parties as greatly at enmity 
^as thofe of whom I am fpeaking. Thefe had each 
Aeir friends in different parts of the country, ta 
whonx, according to the manners of the times, they 
fent fuch of their followers far proteftion as had 
been guiky of murder or msuiflaughter ;, and they„. 
in return, afforded a refu»ge to others from their 
friends. Thefe Llaw rudds hid themfelves during 
the day in the dwelling houfes, but at night they 
generally fpent their time in the wine-houfes of the . 
family. 

Two of the parfon*s murderers fled into Chirks 
land, and Jevan, to punifh the villains, came fecretly 

into 
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into the neighbourhood, and was on the watch for 
them for fonie time. At length, with the help of 
fome friends, he difcovered and feized both the men. 
As Ills enemies immediately received information of 
it, and began to colled in confiderable numbers, 
he did not, however, attempt to efcape with them, 
but was compelled to execute them on the fpot^ 

On his return Jevan, and feven of his adherents, 
were riding, by moonlight, near Traeth Mawr, 
'when an arrow, evidently directed from an ad* 
jacent hill fide covered with wood, glanced pafl 
them. They (topped; and liftening for a moment^ 
Ihot all at once towards the place from whence 
they fuppofed it to proceed ; and one of thefe ran- 
dom arrows fatally punifhed their enemy, whom 
they found to be the other man concerned in the 
murder at Llanfrothen. 

It has been remarked that the Llaw rudds^ or 
murderers, were always taken great care of by the 
friends of the family from whence they were fent, 
Howell, therefore, having received information that 
Jevan^ and his principal adherents, were about to 
go to the affizes at Caernarvon, fent for fome of 
his mod trufty friends, and^ among the reft, for 
David ap Jenkin, a relation, an outlaw, and a man 
of great valour, to ftorm Jevan's houfe in his ab- 
fence, feize all the Llaw rudds, and convey them to 
"be hanged. They commenced the attack early in 
the morning, and the mte who were fleeping in 
Che haU^ being roufed by the noife, called for alTifl^ 

ance 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4154- EXCURSrOK from dAERi^^FARVO!^ 

Mice to all the outlaws, who were hidden in dfiFerent 
^aces around. Jevan's wife, like the good houfe*. 
wives of ^hofe days, had rifen fome time before it 
W23 light, to fiiperintend the making df the me* 
theglyn. The wort was boiling, but ho fooner ^d 
fflte and her maid underftand what was going on, 
than they laded out the fcalding liquor, and beftowed 
it liberally on the heads of the affailants. This 
cncfed, they further affifted the men to defend the 
lioufe, which was now attacked on all fides. Several 
breaches were effefted in the walls, but fo brave 
was the defence that no one dared to lead a party 
through.— The whole country in a few hours was 
m a ftate of alarm, and the tenants and friends of 
Jevan affembled in great numbers, under the com- 
mand of the valiant Robin ap Inko. A fight was 
commenced, which lafled all that day^ and till the 
next morning, when coming to a truce, Robin 
threatened, that if they foolrflily perfevared till the 
arrival of a party of friends which he hourly ^x- 
pefl;ed, every man Ihould be put to the fword. 
Phidence therefore dictated a retreat, and when 
they arrived at Howell *s houfe^ David ap Jenkin 
feiouily advifed his friend to live on good terms 
with his brother-in-law and neighbour, '* for be 
affured (faid he) that I have met too warm a re- 
fiftance in his abfence ever to make one with you 
in attacking his houfe when he is prefent.** 

After this expldt, Howell at different times en- 
tered into feveral obligations to keep the peace, and 

many 
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jQiany awards were made by mtermediate ftieadB^ 
oh the fubjeft of their contentions, but all to no 
purpofe. Thefedid not end till the deidi of Je^si^atfi, 
who it is faid, was leised with the plague at Ms 
Jioufe at Gefailgyfarch and died, at the eariy age 
of thirty-one. 

The impetuous temper of HowdB, even after the 
death of his rival, ftill continued to involve him ia 
broils with his neighbours, Griffith ap John ap 
Gronw, who had ferved many years in the Frendi 
wars, returned to end his days in his native coxm* 
try* One of his fervants was returning from a pool 
near Cticcieth, called Stymllyn, with fome fifh that 
he had caught, when one of Howell's men, accoi^ng 
to bis orders, took from the man his fifli, aad be- 
flowed on tim a fevere drubbing. Griffith was i& 
inghly provoked at this inftance of outrage and in* 
fult, that he immediately challenged Howell to tlie 
field. Bi«t, on HowelPs refufmg to fight Hhn, te 
iflfembled the fons of his coufm-german, JcAa ap 
Meredith, and their friends, and attacked iim m 
his houfe. They firt iire to the bams and all the 
^autwhotrfes, and while Griffith was aftively engaged 
ih ilorining the hall, an arrow from a credc« pierced 
the fight of ius beaver^ 2md killed him on the Ipot. 
His Ifriends, rcwifed only to madnefe by his death, 
doubted their vehemence. They heaped enor- 
rtioas, quantities of ftraw and other combuftibles 
againft the doors, and fet fire to them, The^finoke 
from thefe fo annoyed thofe within, that to avoid 

15 * « 
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It they crept under boards and benches on the floor 
of the halL During this fcene of confufion, the 
old man Howell was the only orie whofe courage 
did not flag. Standing in the midft of the fufFo- 
cating fumes, with the fword in his hand, he ad- 
drefled them, " Shame, ihame ! often has the fmoke 
in this hall been greater on a Chriftmas eve than 
at prefent ; arife like men, and let us face our ene- 

. mies!'^ This had feme effeft, but the aflailants 
were too powerful to be withftood ; Howell there* 

' fore propofed to furrender, on condition that Mor* 
ris the fon of John ap Meredith, fliould fwear to 
convey him in fafety to Caernarvon caftle, to be 
tried ^by the law of the land for the murder of 
Cfriffith. , He was therefore taken to Caernarvon ; 
but on the trial it was found, that as Griffith had 
commenced the atts^ck on Howell's houfe, the lat- 
ter had been a£tuated only by the neceflfary prin- 
ciples of felf-defence, on which he was acquitted ^ 
^d thirty-five of his adverfaries, with Morris ap 
John ap Meredith at their head, were detained in 
cuftody to be indifted for felony. 

In confequence of this affair, Howell's enemies* 
became fo numerous and fo powerful, that he did 
not dare any more to retura to his houfe, but re- 
tired to refide with his mother's relations, at Pen- 
machno, near Llanrwft, where he died.---Fr6m this: 
time we are told the fiptmily began to decay, and 
it never afterwards profpered. . 

In 
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In my walk from Peiimorfa to Beddgelert, on 
my route to Caernarvon,! paffed by the houfe of 
Gefailgyfarch^ formerly the habitation of Jevan ap 
Robert. \ The country on the whole was mountain- 
ous and unpleafant* 



V 
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CHAP. XXIL 

Voyage from Caernarvon to the Isle of 
Bardsey, and thence to Pwllheli. 

Llanddwyti Rachs. — Account of fime Specks of Shell-Jifb. — View of' 
the Ca:vnarvonfhtre Mount aim from the Sea. — Evening and Night 
in a dead Calm. — Fkient gale of Wind, — Ifland of Bardfey,^^ 
Gatherers of the Eggs ofSeafovfh - Account of the Inhabitants and 
produdions of the IJland.— Mode of catching Lohflers and Crabs. 
— O^l/iers. — Cockles. — Account of the Viftt of Lord Neivborough, 
^nd a large Party ^ about eight Tears ago. — Hiflory of Bardfey. 
— Singular Legend of a Covenant betwimt the Abbot and the Al- 
mighty .—-The dangerous Bay of HelFs Mouth. — Defcription of 
this Part of the Weljh Co€ift.^StttdwoPs JJlands*— Arrival at 
Pwllheli. . • 

Having viftualled the Flora cutter^ belonging to 
the Hotel at Caernarvon, with provdfions for a 
week's voyage, I went on board one morning in. 
Auguft, on the firft of flood, with the intention of 
failing to the ifland of Bardfey, (difl:ant about twelve 
leagues,) and round the promontory of Llyn, to 
Pwllheli. 

In the firft tide, from want of wind, we only juft 
cleared what is called the bar, a range of fand 
banks a little beyond the gap of Abermenai. At 

low 
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low water, we were, therefore, under the neceffity 
of coming to anchor off the 

Llanddwyn Rocks t 

And in order to amufe ourfelves for a few hoiirS 
we landed on this point of the ifland of Anglefea.'— ^ 
As I had examined the place before, 1 now paffed 
my time in fearching for plants and ' fhells* The 
purple ivhclk^ Buccinum lapillus of Linnssus, was 
that which firft attrafted my attention. This was 
formerly ufed for dying linen cloth' purple* I 
bruifed one of them with a flone, and ftained 
my handkerchief with it. The mark was at firft 
of a yellowifh hue, it then became dark greon, and 
after fome time affumed its proper colour* * The 
fhell is not large, but it is very thick and hard^ 
The colouring matter is contained in a veficle that 
lies in a fmall furrow by the head. The natives of 
SouJi America, on whofe coaft this (hell is very 
common, ufe the juice in dying, and extratt it in 
two ways. They fometimes break the (hell, and 
taking out the animal, lay it on the back of one of 
their hands, and with a knife prefs the juice from 
the head towards the tail, then feparating that pari 
of the body into which it is coUedted, throw the 
reft . away. The ufual way, however, is, not to 
break the fhell, but only to fqueeze the animal till 
it throws up the juice \ they then return it tg the 
rocks, where it foon recovers from its bruifes. After 
this operation has been repeated about four times, its 
E B 2 vigour 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



420 VOYAGE FROM CAERNARVON 

vigour becomes entirely exhaufted. Before thfc 
introdudtion of cochineal from America, this animal 
was much in requeft by the dyers not 'only of our 
country, but of Europe in general : at prefent, how- 
ever, it is merely confidered as an objeflf of curiofity. 
Bede, who flourifhed about the latter part of the 
feventh century, fays, " There are fiiails in very 
great abundance, from which a fcarlet or crimfon 
dye is made, whofe elegant rednefs never fades 
either by the heat of the fun, or the in^'uries of rain, 
but the older it is, it is the more elegant/* 

.Amongft the rocks, I picked up two or three 
fpecimens of the commoyi jive-fingered fca-Jlar^ or 
Star-fifli, Afterias glacialis of Linnaeus. In their 
conftruftion and economy, thejfe animals differ very 
greatly from all others. On an ei^amination, the 
upper parts of their body are found to be compofed 
of grains of a hard calcareous matter various in figure 
' and fize. This covering, when they are fixed clofe 
to the rocks or ftones, by means of their hundreds 
of tentacula below, defends them from the attacks 
of their enemies. The tentacula are fhort, foft, and 
flefhy tubes, which may be obferved to be puflied 
out and witlidrawn in the fame manner as the horns 
of fnailSk They are arranged in files from the 
mouth, which is in the centre of the under part 
of the body, through the whole length of the 
branches. Notwithftanding the exterior calcareous 
covering of thefe animals, they are able, by the un- 
dulation of their rays or branches, both to move on 
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the rocks, and to fwim, but their motion is, at all 
times, ^exce€dingly flow. Their mouth is fumifhed 
widi five bony teeth, by which they are enabled to 
break the fliells of the animals on which they feed. 
All the fpecies of ftar-fifh are eafily dried^ after hav- 
ing bee^i drowned in fpirits of ..any kind, and had 
thoir >ilomftch and inteftines extracted by a pair of 
forceps ; for they will then cqme out entire through 
the mouth*. 

The rocks were in many places ftudded over 
wilh the jhellsof tiie common limpit^ Patella vulgata 
of LinRaaus. This is a conical ihell known to every 
one. On a mere infpeftion, either as fixed on its 
rock, or when removed from thence by a knife 
or any other fliarp infl:rument, no one could fup- 
pofe this ^mal capable of exerting aity locomotive 
powers. I however obferved two or three of them 
near the edge of the water, left by the tide in the 
recedes of the rocks, in the ad of mo\dng forward, 
but this was very flowly. When car^uUy exa- 
mined, they are found to be fumifhed for this j)ur- 
pofe, with a flefhy mafs of fibres, crolTmg each 
other in various direftions, called a foot or tongue. 
In this inftrument, the fuperior mufcle is compofed 
o/ two rows of fibres, that meet and form ^n, acute 
a^gle 4ipon a middle line, which correfponds to the^ 
long diameter of the tongue. The inferior mufcle 
IS ufed in contradKng the ellipfis of the tongue, and 

• See Binglcy's Animal Biography, iii. 520. 

E E 3 , at 
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at the fame time in leflening it in breadth ; whilft 
the fuperior one diminifhes the length, but increafes 
the breadth. By means of this fingular mechanifm 
it isj that thefe animals are endowed with progref-? 
five powers. They adhere to the rocks by creating 
a vacuum, from contrafting tlie middle of their 
bodies into a fmaller compafs than when they are 
in motion. Such are the wonderful operations of 
the parent of the univerfe^ in thefe, apparently, the 
moft jnfignificant parts of the creation.^ They are, 
however, by no mean^ lefe aftonifhing^ than \Vhat 
we obferve in the greater animals, and can only 
be overlooked in the want of due refleftion on the 
works of God. It is a pleafing thought, and ha$ 
often recurred to me, that were we for once aftii- 
ally to obferve a fly, of the fame bulk and fize as 
an elephant, we fhould be ftruck with: aftonifhment 
ait a produftion fo wonderful. But furely ^11 the 
parts of a fly, or all the parts of the animals of 
which we are now fpeaking, are not to be efteemed 
the lefs furprizing, becaufe they are fq nunute as 
in a great nieafure to efcape the cognizance of our 
fenfes. If the larger animals furprize us in their 
confbrfnation, that of the minute parts of the crea- 
tion, inftead of calling for lefs attention, ought 
furely to excite a ftill greater degree of admiration 
and wonder. • 

But to return from thefe digreflions to the main 
objefl: of my landing, that of collecting plants and 
ihells : I have to remark, that of the former I took 

away 
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away with me feveral fpecimens of Euphorbia Port- 
landica, and the bulbs of Scilla vema. Of the ftiells 
^befides thofe already mentioned, I found only the 
periwinkle, or Turbo littoreusy and Nerita Uttoralisy 
adhering to the rocks ; and Buccinum reticulatum^ 
C^praa pediculus (gowries), Turba terebra^ and Solen 
filiqua (common razor-fliell), and Nerita glaucina^ 
amongft the rubbifh thrown up by the tides. 

When I had fufficiently fatigued myfelf in clam- 
^bering among the clefts of thefe rocks, I propofed 
.that we fliould re-embark. — ^The moment the tide 
tbecame again in our favour, we weighed anchor, 
and to catch the faint breeze over the ifland, 
'Crowded every inch of our canvafs. — =In a Ihort time 
we cajne into a fituatioh that afforded me a mofl 
beautiful and extenfive view of the whole range of 
the Caernarvonfhire mountains, from Penmaen 
JMawr towards the north, to an extreme point of 
the promontoiy of Llyn. In this range, which in a 
direft line occupies upwards of fifty miles, all the 
primary mountains . were yifible, namely Snowdon, ' 
Glyder, Llyder, Garn, Carnedd Ddafydd, Camedd 
Llewelyn, Carnedd Elain, and Penmaen Mawr 
northwards J and on the fouth of Snowdon, Myn- 
ydd Mawr, Drws y Coed, Barra d^i, the Rivals^ 
Cam Madryn, and Cefn Amwlch* We were pro- 
x:eeding fufficiently flow and fteady to allow me to 
make a tolerably good Iketch of their appearance 
from the fea. — It is perhaps the fineft range of 
mountain fcenery that this kingdom affords. 

E E 4 , ' To\yards 
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Towards fun-fet we found ouffelves ofF Glynog, 
about fix miles from the coaft, and as the wind had 
now entirely failed us, we thought it beft to come 
again to an anchor. This afforded me at leaft one 
pleafure, that of watching the departing fun, and the 
approach of the evening. As the orb became im- 
merfed, the horizontal rays of light gleamed along 
the water, and tinged it with colours uncommonly 
brilliant. A veifel of fome burthen paffed, almoft 
along the liiie of the horizon, before the fun at this 
moment. Its diftance was very confiderable, but 
its fituation rendered the whole of its jigging per- 
feftly vifible to us : Almoft every rope became black 
and diftind. When it was nearly dark, I ordered 
a fire to be lighted in the cabin, and retired to reft. 
This was only interrupted by the found of " What 
cheer?" fung by the man on watch, to a veffel 
coming in with the tide, and the anfwer of " All's 
well.*' All again became ftill, and I flept till near 
five o'clock in the morning, when, as we had ftill 
a dead calm, I got up and determined to amufe 
myfelf with fiftiing. It was not long after putting 
out my line, that I caught an immenfe fkait, and 
after that a dogj-fifh, fqualus catulus of Linnasus. I 
was interrupted in this employment, ty a breezy 
fpringing up, juft at the turn of the tide, and was 
not difpleafed at laying afide my line, to aflift in 
weighing anchor. 

We paffed the harbour of Porthynllyn, and in 
return for the late calm, the weather now became 

12 fa 
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fb boifterous, that it was neceffary, for our fafety, 
to hold out to fea. We foon approached the ifland 
of Bardfey, on which I was defirous to land ; but 
till the wind abated, this was altogether impraSi* 
cable. 

The fudden change in the weather, which at firft 
augured in every refpeft favourably for us, was 
now become worfe to us than the preceding calm. 
We fuffered ourfelves to be driven about during the 
reft of the day, and all the next night, by the fury 
of the elements j but in the morning we determined, 
at all hazards, to enter the ftrait between the ifland 
and the main-'land, and if poffible, get into fhelter 
under the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland. In the found 
we had, in addition to our heavy gale of wind, to 
encounter the fury of a violent tide. Here our 
little bark rofe over the tops of the high waves, and 
was driven into their deep bofoms. The boltfprit 
feveral times dipping into the tide, threw the v/hole 
fpray of the divided wave upon us. A large brig 
at a little difl:ance was often entirely hidden from, 
pur fight by the intervening waves, which feemed 
about to overwhelm us. But the mofl unpleafant 
fenfation I experienced, arofe from the violent rol- 
ling of the veflel from fide to fide, in which it was 
with the utmoft difficulty I could keep my feet, and 
then its often pitching fuddenly forward, fo as fome- 
times to give me the mofl violent fhocks imaginable. 
I was completely wet through two ^reat coats^ and 
jhe cabin floor at one time was two or three inches 

> deep 
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•deep in water. We made feveral tacks to accom- 
plifli the objeft of our voyage, but, after beating 
about near twelve hours, we were at length com- 
pelled to abandon ^11 further thoughts of it, and to 
make the beft of our way into harbour at PwUhdi. — 
The reader will, however, experieaice no difappoint- 
ment in my not having been able to effed a landing, 
fmce the letters of Mr. Jones, the worthy vicar of 
Aberdaron, to whofe parifii it belongs, have given 
me a better account of the 

Island of Bardsey 

Than my own obfervations could poffibly have fur- 
nilhed. 

This ifland, which is the property of lord New-- 
borough, is fomewhat more than two miles long, 
and one in breadth ; and contains about three hun- 
dred and feventy acres of land, of which near a 
thirds is occupied by a high mcpantain, that affords 
feed only for a few iheep and rabbits. Its diftance 
from the main land is about a league. Towards 
the fouth-eaft and fouth-weft it lies entirely open^ 
but, on the north and nortb-eaft, it is fheltered by 
its mountain, which to the fea prefents a face of 
perpendicular, and in fome parts even of overhangs 
ing rocks* Among^ thefe precipices the intrepid 
inhabitants, in the fpring qf the year, employ them- 
felves In collefting the eggs of the various fpecies 
of fea-fowl that frequent them.. This is ufually 
done biurefooted, to prevent them from flipping 

from 
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from heights whence they muft be dalhed to pieces ; 
^nd their concern for their' own fafety, while feizing 
thefe eggs, is infinitely lefs than that of the beholder, 
fitting fecurely in the boat below : 

Nor untrembling canft thou fee 
How from a fcraggy rock, whofe prominence 
Half o'erfhadcs the occai), hardy men, 
Fearlefs of dafcing waves, do gather them, 

Thefe poor fellows do not often meet with accidents, 
except by the giving way of pieces of the rock, 
which, however, fometimes, though very rarely, hap- 
pens. In this cafe they are irrecoverably loft. The 
men who venture without ropes are accounted by 
the natives the moft bold climbers : tbofe who are 
more cautious fix a rope about their middle, which 
is held by fome perfons on the top of the rock. 
By this they flip down to the place where they 
think the moft eggs are to be found. Here, untying 
it from their body, they faften it to the bafl^et that 
is to contain the eggs, which they carry in then- 
hand. When this is filled, they make a fignal to 
their comptoions to draw them up. In this manner 
they proceed from rock to rock, afcending or de- 
fending as they find it neceflary. They adopt the 
fame niodes in collefting the famphire, with which 
the rocks alfo abound. 

On the fouth-eaft fide of the ifland, the only 

. fide on which it is acceffible to the mariner, there 

is a fmall, but well Iheltered harbour, capable of 

admitting veffels of thirty or forty tons burthen. 

In 
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^1 this the inhabitants fecure their own fifliing- 
boats. / 

The foil is prind.pally clayey, and produces ex- 
cellent barley and wheat: vetches, peas, and beans, 
are faid to fucceed fufEciently well, but to oats it is 
riot fo favourable. Trees will not grow here, the 
keen wefterly winds immediately deftroying the 
young plants, indeed, except a fmall quantity of 
fine meadow land, all the lower ground of the ifland 
is of little value.^-^No reptile is ever feen in this 
ifland, except the common water lizard. None of 
the inhabitants ever faw in it a frog^ ioad, or fnake 
of any kind. — ^Till about four years ago, no fpar^ 
rows had been known to breed here: three nefts 
were, however, built during the fame fpring, and 
the produce have iince i:omple]tely colonized th^ 
place. 

There are here but eight houfes, although the 
number of inhabitants is upwards of feventy. Two 
or three of the principal of thefe rent die ifland of 
lord Newborough. They pay for it a hundred 
guineas a year, and have their fend tythe free^ 
and are alfo freed from taxes and rates of every 
defcripfion. They keep about twenty horfes, and 
near thirty cows. Ail the former, ^though greatly 
overftocking fo fmall a place, are abfolutely necefr 
fary, on account of the great labour required dn 
carrying up the fea-weeds from the coaft for Tm-. 
jmre» ' * . 

The 
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The fheep are fmall, and, on the approach of a 
ftranger, as Mr. Jones informs me, they fquall not 
much unlike hares. Their aflivity is very remark- 
able. In the year 1 801, Mr. Jones had one of them 
on his farm at Aberdaron, that had twice ventured 
through the fea, though the channel is three miles 
acrofs, and regained the ifland. The inhabitants 
train their dogs to cafch them, but if the flieep once 
gain the rocks, they bid defiance to every attempt 
for the time, as, rather than fuflfer themfelves to be 
feized, they will plunge from thence into the fea* 
At the time of the year when the females ufually 
drop their young, the inhabitants watch them every 
day, and before thefe are able to follow their damsy 
they mark them in the ears : they then fufFer them 
to range at liberty. Without this attention, from 
the extreme wildnefs of the' animals, the owners 
would never be able to diftinguifh their refpeftive 
property^ Some few of the fheep of the ifland, 
from having been rendered tame when young, ^are 
more eafily managed, Thrfe alone fubmit to be 
folded in the evenings. 

Very few of the prefent inhabitants are natives of 
the ifland. Thofe, however, that are, differ from 
the new-comers eonfiderably in their tone of voice, 
which bias a diflant refemblance to the Irifli brogue* 
Their complexions are in general brown.^ and their 
manners, and, habits of life, befpeak the little inter- 
courfe they have with the world. Their chief em- 
ployment^ beyond managing their land, is fifhing. 

The 
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The principal mart for the produce of their labour 
is Liverpool ; to which place they fail in little open 
boats, and fometimes even in the moft boifterous 
weather. ' 

During the herring feafon they generally have 
full employment ; but the colleding of lobjiefs and 
crabs it is that occupies the moft confiderable por- 
tion of their time. Thefe they principally take by 
means of traps made of willows, exaftly in the fhape 
of a wire moufe-ti*ap, with the cone inverted. They 
have weights tied to them, and are let down into 
the water by means of ropes, a buoy marking their 
place. ^The baits of fifh, or garbage, are fufpended 
by ftrings from the f^des fo near the centre, as to 
prevent the animals reaching them from without* 
Tempted by thefe, they tumble into the traps, or 
pots as they are called, from whence they cannot be 
releafed but by the filhermen, who transfer them to 
other pots, much larger,^ but conftrufted exactly in 
the fame mannei;, where they are kept till a quantity 
is colle£led fufBcient to be worth the carriage to 
Liverpool. When the lobfters or crabs are taken, 
a peg is driven hito the moveable joints of each of 
the large claws, to prevent them from tearing and 
.devouring each other when in confinement, pfi 
the Englifh coafts the fifliermen ufually tie the^ 
claws with pieces of hemp. In the preferving pots- 
they are kept without any food, and confequently 
-are better or worfe in quality, according to the time 
ihey have been immm^ed, — The 7^^ craw-Jifby cancer 

homarus 
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iiomarus of Linnaeus, are frequently found on the 
coaft of Bardfey, and are caught in the fame manner 
as the lobfters. They groW to a larger fize than 
the lobfter, and are ufually fold at the fame rate* 

The oyjler-beds on the Welfh coalt lie in eight or 
more fathoms of water. In the ftraits of Menaij 
previous to. 1700, it is faid no oyfters were to be 
found, but in that year fome perfon threw in aboutL 
a hundred, which have fince fo far extended them- 
felves, as perfedly to (lock the whole of thefe coafts. 
The oyfters are, as in England, taken by means of 
a dredge^ an inftrument about two yards wide, and 
compofed of a net, diftended by means of iron rings. 
The opening in front is of a triangular fhape, and 
the bafe is a fiat piece of iron, which fcrapes the 
oyfters from their beds. This dredge, which is of 
confiderable weight, is lowered from the boat by 
means of a rope attached to the upper angle of the 
triangle. The boat is then rowed along, and the 
oyfters, as they are fcraped off, fall back into the 
bag of the net. In this operation fome care is 
neceffary to bring the boat from deeper into fhal- 
lower water, as otherwif i the net would throw out 
its contents, and all the labour would be loft. 

The modes of taking eoi^les \ fliall relate nearly 
in the words of Mr. Jones. The places of thefe 
ihelUfifli are marked in the fands uncovered with 
water by the depreffed fpots that they make in 
ppening their fhells ; but when the filhermen fearch 
for them in the fliallows, where they lie on th^ 

furface 
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furface of the faud, the eye is direfted to the object 

by a fhining line about this fize , refrafted 

through the water. The fubftance that forms this is 
perfectly clear and very tough, fo as not, indeed, to 
yield to any preflure made by the finger^ It is 
eafily removed from the animal by the finger and 
thumb. The reflexion that proceeds from this body 
is called in Welfh arlwydd^ the fign-or fignal : it is 
not to be feen but during the funftiine ; and if a 
perfon ftands betwixt it and the fun,^ it is then 
nearly impoffible to difcern even the fhell of the 
cockle. The cockles are "picked up with the fingers^ 
then put into a baflvet, and foufed in the water till 
all the fand is completely wafhed from them. Where 
they are in tolerable plenty, infte^d of the men 
groping for tl;iem in the fand, with the fiiigers, 
they are dug up, and, along with the fand, put into 
a bafket, and immerfed as before. 

Curiofity induces many perfons to vifit this ifland 
aJmoft every fummer; but the grandeft fight the 
prefent inhabitants ever witneffed, was at a vifit of 
the proprietor, lord Newborough, about eight years 
ago, acompanied by lady Newborough, and feverat 
> perfons of dillinftion, in the whole to the num-^ 
ber of about forty. This company embarked in 
fifliing fmacks from Porthor, near Carreg Hall, in 
the parifli of Aberdaron. On their arrival in the 
ifland, marquees were immediately pitched. The 
whole company dined. in the open air; and, at the 
conclufion of their repaft, all the inhabiumts were 

affembled. 
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aflembled. The enfuing fcene reminded a geiltfe- 
man of my acquaintance, who was prefent, of what 
he had read refpeSing the inhabitants of fome of 
the South-Sea ifland^. They were drawn up into a 
citcle, and lady Newborough adorned the heads of 
the females with caps and ribbons, whilft lord New- 
borough diftributed hats among the men. The 
nominal king and queen of the ifland were dif- 
tinguiflied from the reft by an additional ribbon. 
?art of the day was occupied in ftrolling over the 
ifland, examining the creeks, and picking up fhelk ; 
and the reft was fpei;it in mirth and pleafantry. Oil 
the embarkation it was intended, being in the heat 
of fummei*, that the whole party fhould continue in 
the ifland till the next day. Th6 ladies, however, 
in I the evening fuddenly changed their refolution^ 
and judicioufly ordered the boats to be got ready. 
The reft of the company followed fo good an ex- 
ample, and the night was fpent, under the.hofpitable 
roof pf Mr. Thomas of Carreg, much more agree* 
ably than could have been done in the ifland. 

History of Bardsey. 

The Welfli name of this place is T/^s EnW. 
During the violent ftruggleis between the Welfli 
and Englifli, it was ftiled by the poets the Sanc- 
tuary, or Afylum of the Saints, and ft was fome-* 
times denominated the Ifle of Refiige. Some of 
thefe poets aflfert th^t it was the cemetery of twenty 

F F tboufand 
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ihoufand faints ! The reputed fanflity of this iflani 
induced the religious, to refort to it from many very 
^ diftant parts of the country. 

it has been afferted by feveral writers that Roderic 
.Moelwyhog, prince of North Wales, firft founded 
here a mbnaftery fome time in the eighth century. 
He might perhaps rebuild or enlarge it^ but there 
are good grounds, from Welfh manufcripts, for 
fuppofing that there was a religious houfe in this 
ifland of a much more early date. St, Dubricius, 
(in Welfh DyfrAg,) the archbifhop of Caerleon on 
Ufli, having refigned his fee to St. David, is ftated 
to have retired to Bardfey, with many of his clergy, 
from the fynod of Brevi, which was holden in 522., 
in order to condemn the Pelagian herefy. Laudatus 
(Lleuddaf or Lleudad) was then abbot, who did 
not choofe to appear at the above fynod, and alto- 
gether neglefted the fummons. This retirement of 
Dubricius and his followers is mentioned principally 
by Aneurin, the monarch of the Britifh bards, wha 
himfelf was living at the fame time. 

There is an old legend yet extant, written in 
monkilh Latin^ which aflures us that the Almighty 
had entered into a particular covenant with Laudatus, 
in return for the piety of his monks. This granted 
to all the religious of the monaftery of Bardfey, the 
peculiar privilege of dying according to feniority, 
the oldeft always going off firft. By this privilege 
it is ftated, that every one knew very nearly the 
time of his own departure. The following is a 

5 traaf* 
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tranflation of it :-^" At the original foundation of 
the monaftery of this ifland, the Lord God, who 
attendeth to the petitions of the juft, at the eamefl 
requeft of h6ly Laudatus, the firfl: abbot, entered into 
a covenant with that holy man, and niiraculoufly cons* 
finned his promife, unto him and his fucceiTors^ the 
abbots and monks, for ever, while they (hould con- 
tinue to lead holy and religious lives, that they 
Ihould die by fuccfeffion, that is, that the bldeft 
ihould go firft, like a fhock of com ripe for tjife 
fickle. Being thus warned of the approach of 
death, each of thetn, therefore^ Ihoiild watch, as not 
knowing at what exafl: hour the thief might come ; 
and, being thus always prepared, each of them by 
turns fhouid lay afide his earthly form* God, who 
' is ever faithful, kept this covenant, as he fortnerly 
did with Ihe Ifraelite^, inviolable. Until the monk^ 
no longer led a religious life, but began to profane 
and defile God's fahftuary by their fornifcations aiid 
Stbomiiiabk crimes. Wherefore, after this, they 
were permitted to die like other liieii, fometime^ 
the older, fomeftimes the ' yoUilger, aiid fotiietifnes 
the middle-aged firft i and being thus uncertairi of 
the approach of death, they were compelled to fub- 
mit to the general laws of mortality* Thus, When 
they ceafed to lead a holy and religious life, God's 
miraculous covenant alfo ceafed : and do thou there* 
fore, O God, have mercy upon us.'' 

The ancient buildiiig is liow entirely deftroyed j 
but, about the ground where the monaftery ftood, 

F F 2 a great 
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a great number of graves have even very latefy' 
been difcovered^ Kned witH w&ite ftone or tile^ anA 
diftant about two* feet from each other. 

All the religious duties of the inhabitants are 
now performed in the parrfh church of Aberdaron*. 
Sometimes, however, in ftormy weather, they are 
under the neceffity of in^rrii^ their own dead ia 
the ifland^ 

John Wynne apHugh„ of die fam% ofBodviV 
ftandard" bearer at the battle of Norwich^ in the 
tiiwe of Edward VI.,. had, for that fervice, theifle^ 
ei Bardfey, and a msmfioti hi the parifil of Aber^ 
daron, called Court.. He wais fheriff of Qaerastfvon- - 
fliire in the year 1551'. 

After thefe obfervations on the iffand of Bardfey, 
I refume the narrative of my voyage to PwUheH. 
The >^nd, as I have already obferved, continued 
ftill boifterous j k ^as therefore neeeffary for i» ta* 
be very cautious in the management of our little 
bark. We therefore held off from the Welflj coaft,- 
for fome dHlance^ towards the fout^, that we might 
weather the eaftern point of jhe extenfive,,, but 
dreadful bay, called * 

■ Hell'^s Mouth.. 

I never faw d place which prefented fo &vourabfe 
an appearance, and that was at the fame time fa 
much dreaded by the mariners, as the prefent. It is, 
at the -very extremity of the promontory, and from 
j)oint to point is fuppofed to meafure about eight 

miles r 
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imles^: it is , alfo nearly fenuGircular* None but 
Ihwgc veffels, even in the moft hoifto'ous weather, 
^ver ie^ for flieker here, and when thefe are To 
U»fortunate, they are focm ftranded, and never 
iigaia wtiim, " We remember (fays Mr. Jones, in 
one ctf his letters) more misfortunes to have hap- 
pened in this bay, and more inhumanity fliewn to 
the fufferers, than we^ have ever heard of any where • 
elfe on the Welfh coaft/^ My pilot, who had been 
long acquainted with every part of thefe coafts, 
informed me, that, from wihatever point of the 
tompafs the wind blew, out at fea, on account of 
the furrounding high rocks, it always came into the 
mouth of this bay j and from whatever quarter the 
tide flowed, the upper current here always fets 
inwards ! From thefe circumftances the common tra- 
dition is, that the place obtained the appellation of 
HelFs Mouth. 

The whole coaft, from the Rivals round the end 
of the land, nearly to PwlHieli, is terminated only 
by high and fteep rocks, inhabited in the fummer 
by a variety of fea-fowl. lii one part I could ob- 
ferve fome hundreds of martins flitting along the 
black cliffs and caverns in purfuit of flies and other 
infects for their young, 

Pafl[ing the eafliern point of Hell's Mouth, we 

fept as clofe to the wind as we could, and fbon 

afterwards came in fight of St. Tudwal's, or, as 

they are ufually^ called, StudwaPs IJlands^ of which 

■ g confiderable fum of money is annually made, as 

F F 3 puffin 
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puffin warrens. After a difficult pavigation of fe* 
veral hours from hence, on account of the wind 
blowing almoft direftly from the weft, we at length 
failed round the rock of Caireg, at the mouth of 
the harbour of Pwllheli, and came to anchor in 
the river juft oppofite to the town, This was about 
eight o'clock in the evening of our third day. 

From Pwllheli I chofe the next morning to make 
a fhort paffage backj^ by croffing over the land to 
Clynog, and walking froml thence ta Caernarvon. 
This journey I performed in about five hours. Thq^ 
cutter did not arrive till two days afterwar(K . 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

Excursion from Caernarvon, by Capel Cu- 
rio, TO Llanrwst j and from thence, by 
THE Vale of Ffestiniog, and Tan-y-bwlch 
again to Caernarvon. 

yah of Capel Curig. — -New Inn thefe, — St, Cung, — Dolwyddelau 
Cqflle, — Htpory of Ihltuyddelan* — Feuds during the Reign of 
Henry VIL — Fillage of Dolnvyddelan. ^—PiSurtfque Scene at 
Pont y Pair. — Waterfall of the Rhver Llugwy, — Bettwsy Coed. 
^-Vale of Llanrwjl, — Givydir. — Llanrvofi Bridge, — Town of 
Llanrivji. — Church and ChapeL'^ Singular Infcription.^Inn.^-^ 
Waterfalls of the River Conwy, — Grafts Bard. — Penmachno.^^ 
Tfpytty Evany and Houfe of Knights of St, John of yerufalem. 
■'—Ffejliniog. — Inn, — Falls of the CynfaeL — Fulpit Hugh Lloyd 
, CynfaeL — Anecdote of Hugh Lloyd,-^Vale of Ffejlinioj^,'r^InJlancn 
•f great Jige and Fecimaity. — Tanybwlcb^ 

Accompanied by my worthy friend the re^or 
of Llanrug, I went from Caernarvon, by way of 
Nant Frangon and Capel Curig, to Llanrwft, 

The Vale of Capel Curig 

(For I have defcribed all the former part of our 

route in a previous chapter) is bounded by the 

Britifh Alps, Snowdon and his adjacent mountains, 

F F 4 and 
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and aifFords fome.of the moft pidturefque landfcapea 
of the whole country. 

Here hills and vales, the woodland and the plain ; 
Here earth" and water feem to ftrive again : 
Not chaos-like, together crufh'd and bruis'd. 
But, as the world, harmonioufly confused. 

In this vale there is that variety both of wood 
and water, which moft of the other Welfli vales fa 
much want to add to their pil9:urefque effeft. Here 
are two tolerably large pools. Near one of thefe 
lord Penrhyn has ereded, from a defign of Mr. 
Benjamin Wyatt, a fmall, but very comfortable 

Inn. 

Thofe tourifts who^ like myfelf, have vifited this 
vale a few years ago, when the only place of 
public accommodation was a mean pot-hpufe, con- x 
liderably allied to thofe at Llanberis, and who Ihali 
now vilit it with the prefent accommodations, N(with 
which for a mountain country, I was greatly fur- 
prized,) will be able with fome juftice to appreciate 
the fpirited condud, and truly patriotic exertions of 
the noble proprietor, who has not oijly conftrudked 
for them an inn, but who was the fir|l: to make this 
part of the country paffable in carriages.— In the 
inn a book is kept, in which fuch perfons as exprefs 
themfelves fatisfied wiwh the treatment infert their 
names. Among other curious entries, I found the 
following, with the (date of Auguft ^5 1 8oi ; 

Heath.. 
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HeathcotCy Inopeyt and Drakci 
For fprmality*3 fake, 
AU due commendation beftowing 
On the drinking and eating. 
They had at this neat inn, 
Subfcribe to the praifes foregoing. 

The name of the vale is derived from its chapel, 
(iedicated to a WeHh faint called Curig. He is 
mentioned ip an old Welfli poem, which, however, 
pnly intimates his order j and nothing more is at 
prefent known of him. 

'* A certaip friar to increafe his ftore^ 

Beneath his cloak, grey Curtg\ image ^Dore ; 
And to protedl good folks from nightly harm. 
Another fells St. Sciriol as a charm." 

When we left Capel Curig, we proceeded about 
two miles on the road to Llanrwlt, and then leaving 
}t, went about three miles fouthwai:d to 'fee 

DOLWYDDELAN CaSTLE, 

fi. fortrefs, fome centuries ago, of confiderabl^ im- 
portance to the Welfli princes. Its mountainous 
fituation rendered it difficult to find, and it wai not 
till after numerous inquiries that we could get into- 
the track that led bs immediately up to it. 

This caftle ftands on a rocky fleep, nearly per- 
pendicular on one fide, and in a vale entirely clofed 
round by mountains. The original import of the name 
jfeems to have been the Caftle in the meadow of Helenas 

wood } 
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wood*; for the ancient military road called Sam 
Helen, or Helen's Road^ from Helen, the daughter 
of Odavius, duke of Cornwall, paffed through the 
country not far from hence, to the fea-coafl of 
Merionethfliiret* — ^It has never been a large build- 
ing, but it occupied the entire fummit of its mounts 
It formerly confided of two fquare towers, each 
three ftories high, having but one room on a floor, 
and a coiut-yard, which was betwixt them* The 
largett of thefe towers meafures within no more 
than twenty.feven feet in length, and eighteen in 
width, and the walls are about fix feet thick. The 
walls of the court are entirely deftroyed, and very 
little is now left of the other parts of the building. 

History of Dolwyddelan Castie. 

Who the founder of this fortrefs was, or what 
purpofe it was originally intended to anfwer, we 
have not at this time any documents left to inform 
us. Moft probably, when the feudal fyftem pre- 
vailed in Wales, and petty chieftains were engaged 
in perpetual wars with each other, Dolwyddelan. 

♦ I>61 Gwydd Elen : — or the name may have been D&l 
Gwydd Elann, The Meadow of the Wood of the Doe. 

f This Helen is fuppofed by Camden to have been the moth^ 
of the emperor Conftantine the Great. She was fometlmes called 
by the Britons Eleh t\iyddawc, or Elen with the great Armyi 
which (he led out of Britain on an expedition to Jerufalemy where 
(he is fald to have found the holy crofs on which Chrift fuffered. 
Shfr lived in the latter end of the third, and the beginning of 
the fourth centuries. 

caftle. 
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caftle, and others fimilar to it, may have been erec- 
ted by fome of them as places of retreat and re- 
fuge, where they could refide in fecurity, attended 
by their vaflals and adherents, in cafe they (hould 
be compelled by fuperior force to relinquifli the 
plains and m'ore cultivated parts of the country* 
Thefe caftles alfo anfwered the double purpofe of 
guarding the paffes and defiles of the mountains. 

It is a conjefture of Ro\dands, that this caftle 
was erefted prior to the fixth centufy. What his 
grounds for this fuppofition are, he does not (late *• 

This place was, for many yjears, the refidence of 
the eldefl fqn of Owen Gwynedd, lorwerth Drwn- 
dwn, or Edward with the broken nofe* On the 
death of his father, lorwerth claimed the crown of 
Wales as his hereditary right, but was unanimoufly 
rejected, and merely from the blemifh in his face: 
fo whimfical and indecifive, was, at that time, the 
mode of fucceffion to the Welfh throne. He had, 
affigned to him, as part of his parental inheritance, 
the hundreds of Nan Conwy and Ardudwy, and he 
retired to this fequeflered fpot to fpend the refl of 
his life. It was in Dolwyddelan caftle that his foa 
was bom, who afterwards, in the beginning of the 
thirteenth century, reigned in Wales under the title 
of Llewelyn the great f. 

Meredith, the fon of Jevan ap Robert, who has 
jtlready been mentioned at confiderable length, in 

.♦ Rowlands, 149. f Wynne, 359. Warringtoa. 

the 
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tb? account of the promontory of Llyn *, purchafed 
the leafe of flus cafUe, and of the inclofures belongr 
Jog to it, in the reign of Henry VIL It wau6 
at that time the property of the executors of -fir 
Ralph Berkenet, late chamberlain of North Wales, 
having been excepted among thofe places that ha4 
been granted by Richard JII. and refumed, by his 
fucceffor. 

About this period the whole of the furround|ng 
country, was one aitire foreft ovenrun with thieves 
an4 outlaws. The ^aftle had itfelf been previoufljr 
J)offeired by Howell, ap Evan, ap, Rhys Gethin, 
one of the moft noted of thefe, againft whom Da-* 
vid ^p Jenkin, whom I have alfo had occafion to 
mention before, rofe in armsf. David, who was 
likewife wi outlaw, contended with him long for 
die fovereignty of the mountains, and at length, by 
firatagem, took hii^ in bed, but fpared hi^ life, ou 
condition that he fliould immediately feek refuge in 
Ireland. In that country he fcarcely remained ^ 
year, but returned in the enfuing fummer with fome 
felefl: adherents. He clothed himfelf and his foU 
lowers entirely in green, that they might Ije the 
kfs diftinguifliable among the forefts, and in thia 
difguife, appearing abroad only in the nights, they 
committed the moft dreadful depredations J, 

The friends of Meredith ap Jevan, were greatly 
fmprifed that he fhould think of changing hi« habi- 

^ * Seep. 396. fScep.413. JWynne,4i9. 

tation 
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tation near Penmorfe, for this caftle thtis fiin*oiinde<J 
by multitudes of freebooters^ He gave, ^s a deci- 
five redbn, that he chofe rather to fight with out* 
taws and thieves, than with his own immediate rela- 
tives. *' If (fays he) I Kve in my ow*n houfe ift 
Evionedd, I muft either kill my own fcinfihen, ot 
fiibmit fo be miirdered by them/'— He had not 
fceen here long before he built the houfe at Penan- 
men, and removed the ehureh from the thicket in 
which it formerly ftood, to itis prefent todr6 open 
fituation : the church, his houfe and the cjAle, thus 
fonmng the points oi a triangle, eadi a mile diftant 
from the othen Whenever be went to the church, 
;he took with him, as a gustfd, twenty ftout archers ; 
and he had a cenfinel placed on a neighbouring 
rock called Carreg y Big (from whence the church, 
the houfe, and the caftleX could be feen, who bad 
orders to give knrnediate notice of the a^^roach of 
banditti* Hi Aever mentioned before-hand wlten 
Are intended to go out, and always weitt and iteturb* 
^ by (Dflferent routes through unfufpeSed parts of 
the woods. He found it necelfary, to his perfeft fectr- 
rity, to increafe the number of his adherents ; he 
therefore eftablifhed colonies of the moft tall and 
able men- he could procure, occupying every tene- 
ment, as it became empty, with fuch tenants ;only 
•as Were able to hear arms. His force, when com* 
plete, confided of a hundred and forty archers, 
ready to aflenibFe, whenever the found of the bugle 
from the caftle, echoed through the woods,* to call 
. for 
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for their affiftaiice. Thefe, fays fir John Wynile^ 
were each arranged in st " jacket^ or armolet Cdate^ 
a good fteele cap, a fhort fwo'rd and dagger, together 
with a bow and arrows* Many of them had alfo 
horfes and chafing flaves, which were residy to an* 
fwer the crie on all occafions^ whereby he grew 
foe ftrong that he began to put back, and to curb 
the fanftuary of thieves and robbers, which, at 
times, were wont to be above a hundred, weH 
horfed and well appointed *." — Such was the ftate of 
Wales in thefe imhappy times, when every one 
claimed by a kind of prefcriptive right, whatever he 
had power to feize ; and when lives or property 
were confidered of no other value than intereft or am- 
bition chofe to diftate. Meredith ap Jevan, to enjoy 
a quiet life, threw hlinfelf into the bofom of a coun- 
try infefted with outlaws and murderers, and, com- 
paratively with the ftate of fociety about his former 
refidence near PenmOrfa, attained his end. He 
dofed his ufeful life in the year 1525, leaving to 
furvive him twenty-three legitimate, and three na- 
tural children. 

DOLW.YDDELAN. 

The village of Dolwyddelan is about a mile from 
the caftle, and, from its mountainous iituation, it 
18 altogether fecluded from the world. Its inhabi- 

• Wynne, 429. The fanduary here alluded to, was the hof- 
pital which will be hereafter mehtioned, at y Spytty Eyan, of 
the knJghtsof St. John of Jerufalem. 

tants 
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t^ts feemed extremely fimple, and ill their man- 
ners, they exhibited figns of great fhynefs and timi- 
dity, probably, hoxvever, arifmg from the unaccuf- 
tomed appearance of ftrangers among them. None 
of them are acquaiiited with any other language 
than that of their comitry : and hemmed in as they 
are with mountain barriers, it is very probable that 
three fourths of them never in their lives wandered 
half a dozen miles from their dwellings. — ^The vil- 
lage itfelf is compofed of little elfe than fmall cot- 
tages; fori could only obferve one houfe of any 
tolerable fize in the place, 

Pont y Pair. 

We left Dolwyddelan, and came into our former 
road near Pont y Pair, the Bridge of the Cauldron^ 
a lingular ftrufture of five arches, not far from the 
village of Bettws y Coed, the Station in the Wood. 
This bridge, whctfe arches are irregular and very 
Ibfty, is built over the river Llugwy, and has, with 
the adjoining fcenery, a very Angular effeft. Both 
above and below it, the bed of the river is covered 
with fuch ftrange mafles of rock, as, when th^ 
quantity of water is confiderable, to exhibit a moft 
pleafing and pifturefque fcene *. - 

From Pont y Pair, we returned for about a mile, 
along the road leading towards Capel Curig. Then 
leaving it three or four hundred yards to the left. 



Sec the frontifpiece to this volume. 



and 
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and pafling dVer jfome nieadowfe, we came to the c^ 
lebr^ted 

WaTERFALjL of the RrVER LI/UOWY*, 

jCalted Rh^adr y Wenol, the Caiaraei of the SwalltMy 
This fell and the Icenerjr around k, are altogether 
grand. The water is tlirown ih a flieef froitt above^ 
down a rock nearly perpendiculat* ^ but below, ltd 
courfe is changed, by its direfKori over a frtiooth 
a^d ftj^tiig bed. The high and wooded banks were 
toHven^d by the various tints of the oaks, birch 
and hazels, which hung from the rocks. Had 
there been more water in the river, we fliould have 
feen this cataraQ: to greater advsaitage than we now 
did, but the dry weather had diminifhed all the 
mountain ftream^ to mere rills. The ftatfc)n on 
the fide -of the ftream oppofite to that on which we 
ftood^ appeared as if it would take in more of the 
fall ; I made feveral attempts to get acrofe, but 
from the rapidity of the current I found it impoffible* 
When the river, after a heavy fall of ram, affumes 
% more impetuous form than at this time, the cata* 
.rafl: muft certainly be very grand, as the bed of 
the ftream is at leaft twenty yards wide; and the 
innumerable maffes of rock, which have at diflferent 
times been carried along with it, and lodged here, 
oppofing its fiiry, muft throw it foaming into all di« 
reflaons* ' 

* Thig cataraft is about five miks from Llanrwfti- 

At 



DiSttized by Google 



BY CAPEL CURIG^ TO LLANWRST, ETC 44^ 

At a little diftance below the bridge Pont y Pair, 
thej rivers Llugwy and Conwy unite. The latter 
rifes from Llyn Cmwy^ a large pool about three 
miles beyond the village of Penmachno. Both thefe 
ftreams before their junftion, are furious and broken 
torrents, they are each a truly *^ foaming flood/* 
but from hence they aflume a placid form, and 
glide,, in one tranquil current, filently through the 
vale* 

We flopped a while at Bettws y Coed, to fee an 
ancient monument in the church, in memory of 
Griffith the fon of David Goch, who was a natural 
fon of David, brother to Llewelyn, the laft prince 
of Wales. He died in the fourteenth century, and 
is here reprefented by a large armed recumbent 
figure in a recefs in the north wall. On one fide 
of the figure, there is yet left this infcription : " Hie 
jacet Gruffydd ap Davyd Goch, agntis Dei mifere nie*^ 

Vale of Llanrwst. 

The road now led us into the luxuriant vale of 
Llanrwft, where the gay tints of cultivation once 
more beautified the landfcape, for the fields \yere 
coloured with the rich hues of ripened com ^nd 
green meadows. Many gentlemen's feats interfpert 
ed around, gave an air of civilization to this valley. 
We had not enjoyed the beauties of this profpeft 
long, before we entered the gloomy woods oiGwydir^ 
which aflforded a fine contraft to the luxuriance of 
GO the 
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fixe vale. The.Cpnwy runs at a little diftahce fronl 
the road, and the filVery refleftion of its water 
through the dark foliage of the trees, gare an ad* 
ditional intereft to the fcene, 'On emerging .from 
hence, ^e had again the fame open vale, iii which the 
town of Llanrwft, now before us, formed 2t confpi- 
iuous feature 5 and thp extenfive landfcape, thuS' 
completed ^ heightened by the dreary rocks, bound-' 
ing it on each fide, has been juftly admired by dl the . 
lovers of nature, as one of the fineft fcenes her pen- 
jcil ever traced^r 

GwYDIR. 

About a quarter of a rhile froni LlanrWd, w^ 
paflTed by Gwydir, theoW family r^fidence of the 
Wynnes. This' manfion was erected about the year 
1558, by John Wynne ap Mei'edith, as appears by 
the date and initials over the gatev^y. It is aii 
extenfive but irregular building. The name is fup-^ 
pofed to be derived from- the Welfti words Gwy, 
"H^afcry^^xid Tir, land ; part of the grolinds Jbeing 
fbbjeft to the overflowings of the riven 

At a little diftance^ among the woods above this 
tfianfion, was Upper G'ufydir^ a houfe erected by fir 
John Wynne, in 1604, apparently for the purpofe 
bf enjoying from thence the numerous beauties of 
the val^, which is here feeft in a broad jwid elegant 
^xpanfe, nearly as far as Conwy. The houfe wa^ 
taken dowil fome time ago> but the family chapel 
is ftill left. This is a fmall buildkig in the gothic 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fev^CAPEL iCUKlOy TO LlANRWST, ETC. 45t 

ftile, fufficiently neat on the outfide^ but the roof 
and various other parts within, are decorited with 
paintings of fcriptural figures, moil miferably exe» 
cuted. 

Both thefe places are at );ir«fent the property of 
lord Gwydir, in right of his lady Prifcilla, barone& 
Willoughby, the eldeft fifter of Robert late duke 
of Ancafter. They paffed into this family* in the 
year 1678, by the marriage of Mary, daughter and 
heirefs of fir Richard Wynne, with Robert, marquis 
of Lindfey; 

Llanrwst Bridge. 

Betwixt Gwydir and Llanrwft, is the celebrated 
bridge over the river Conwy, conftriidled by Inigo 
Jones; This bridge Was directed to be built by an 
brder from the privy council, in the ninth year of 
the i^eign of Charles L The expences, which were 
eftimated at i thoufend pounds, were paid by the 
two counties of Denbigh and Caernarvon *. It con- 
fijfls of three arches j the middle one of which is near 
Cxty feet wide^ One of the other two has been re- 
biiite^fiiice Jones's time, and the inferiority of the 
workmtofKip is very vifible. The inhabitants of 
lii^tsdhivh boa^;, thit their bridge is formed on fuch 
fiwfe principles, that if a perfon thrufts againft the 
ferge ftone, over the centre of the middle arch^ the 
whole fabric may plainly be felt to vibrate : though 

* Wynne, 353. 

' »* i o G 2 one 
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one cailnot from conviftlon be incKned to coricuf 
uith them in this affertion, yet allo^lririg it true^ 
would not the bridge have been better* built, if it 
was entirely firm ? So many penbns have tried the 
experiment, that the ftone is now become quite 
loofe. We attempted it, but except that fl:one, 
found the whole bridge as firm a^ a rock. 

*riiE TOWN OF LLANRWST 

Is finely fituated on the eaftem bank of the Conwy. 
In itfelf, it has nothing to. recommend it to notice : 
the flreets are narrow, and the boufes very irre- 
gular. . : . 

-The cHi/RCH 

i^ ■ ■•■ ; 

Is a plain, ill-looking ftrudure; but adjoining to 
it is a chapel y built in 1633, by furRicbard.JWynniB, 
from a defign of Jnigo Jones, whicb has a iCQAfi|citer- 
able degree of elegane^-^ ; V .,.,.,, 

, Againfl the wall of the cHapel, ther^iare fivpf 
t)iSifres, -four of, them engraved by Syhranus ClreWjj 
and pne.by \Yi)liam V^ugha9L,-that are rema,ifkablq 
for the excellence-of their exec^tipn^ Eachpf tl^e^ 
t)efi4es an infpiption^ cpfit^ma a^pprtrait of^tl;^ pi^- 
Ibi^ to wholje mempry it was finiflied.- Tli^y.are^ 
the \vofk^ pf the feventewth centur\\ T^faaJt ov{ 
Saran^Wynne^by V^u^haii,'pr^iucJbifup^po^ tojha 
reft."" ' "^ ■ ' "'" ^' *^ ■''^' ^' ^' " . "■^"" ' 
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r The carved work of. the roof of the chapel is faid 
po have been brought, from the neighbouring Jbbeyi 
o/Manan *.-^Into this chapel has lately been remov* 
ed, an ancient monument of Hoel Coytmor, which 
lay before ^mong the rubbifli, under, the flairs Jead^ 
ing into the gallery of the church. It is an armed 
recumbent figure, with the feet refting on a lion. 
The infcription upon it is : " Hie jacet Hoel Coyt- 
mor ap Gruff^ Vychan ap Gruff. AmnJ*^ Hoel Goyt- 
mor pofTeffed the ^ates of Gwydir, which were 
fold by his fon David, to Meredith ap Jevan, Welfh 
nephev, or firll covifin once removed to the re- 
nowned John ap Meredith,^ and anceftor Jo the 
Wynnes of Gwydir. Hoel was the grandfon of 
David Goch of Penmachno, whofe monument we 
'had jufl feen m the church of Bettws f. 

Near thjs monument is placed a large flbne coiHn, 
fuppofed to have been that of Llewelyn ap lor- 
werth, df^nominated from his valiant adions, Llewe- 
lyn the great. .He was interred in the abbey of 
Conwy, in the year 1240; but after the diflblurion 
of abbi^s in tlie reign of Henry VIIL as appears from 
, ^ brafs plate affixed tP it, this coffin, was removed 
.t^eftfg to thi§:p)ace<, where it ha^ ever fmcerepiaine4« 

■:. • ThJ^ abbey ftopd about thrfc m3es noxAx of Uanrwft. .^On 
i^fcite vv^crcdied a boufie, at^prefe^t the property o£ lord l^ew- 
borough. It .was /ounded by Edv^ard I. fiftbr. he had fortified 
th« X^wtK of Contvy, for the purppfe of removing in|<) it the 
reh'gious of the Ciftertian abbey there. - 

f Yofke, 24. V . . : . 

003 ^Befide^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



454 EXCURSION FRdM^CAEHNARVOl^, 

Befides thefe, there are no other rnbnuments in. 
this chapel worth notice, except one, which bears 
the .following fmgularly long and curious infcrip-. 
tion, containing a pedigree of the Wynne family 
firom Owen Gwynedd, prince of Wales, to fir Ricl^t 
ard Wynne, who died about the middle of the fe- 
Venteenth centur)\ 

'* This chapel was er€£lcd anno I>3mjni 1633, by fir Richard 
Wynne of Gwydir, iu the county of Caernarvon, knight and 
baronet, treafurer to the tiifi;h ^n^ mighty princefs Henrietta 
Maria queen of Epgland, daughter to king Henry the Fourth, 
king of France, and wife to our fovereign Charles. Where lieth 
buried, his father fir John Wynne of Gwydir, in the county of 
Caernarvon, knight and baronet, fon and hey re to Maurice 
Wynne, fon and heyrc to John Wynne, fon and hryre to Mert- 
dith ; which th?^e lie buHed in th^ church of Dolwyddelan witfi 
t^imbs ovcc them. Thia Meredith was fon and heyre to Evan, 
fon and heyre to Robert, fon and heyre to Griffith, fon and 
heyre to Caradoq, fon and heyre to Tliomas, fori and heyre to 
Roderic, lord of Anglefey, fon to 0>ven Crwynedd, prince of 
Wales, and younger br^her to David prince of Wales ; who 
inarricd Erne Plantagenet, After to Ifing Henry the II, The|C 
fucc^ded this David, three prin9es ; his nephew ^eolinus Mag- 
iius^ who married Jone, daughter to king John j David his fon, 
nephew to king Henry the III.; and Leoline, the laft prince of 
Wales of that houfe and line, who lived in king Edward I.^s 
time. Sir John Wynne, married Sydney, who lieth buried here, 
the daughter of fir William Gerrard, knight, lord chancellour 
of Irdandj by vfhotx^ he had iffiie fir John Wynne, whodiid 
at Lucca in I^aly 1 fir l^ichard Wynne, now living; Robert 
Wynne, who Keth here j Roger Wynne, who lieth here 5 WM- 
liam Wynne, now living; Maurice Wynne, now living; KlKs 
"^ynnc, who lieth buried at Whitfprd ip the County of Flint i 
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Henrjr Wypne, novr llviog ; Roger Wynne, who Ueth Ixere, an4 
two daughters ; Mary, now living, married to fir Roger Moftyi), 
in the county of Flint; l^night ; and Eh'zabeth, now Hving, 
n^arrtcd to fir John Bodvil, in the county of Caernarvon,'^ 
kuight.'* [ 

The river Conwy runs elofe paft the church, 
yard of Llanrwft, from whence there is a §ne pro-* 
fpefl: of the bridge, and the high woods or Gwydir 
behind it. In this river fal^non are frequently taken, 
fuid in the months of February s^nd March, great 
numbers of fmelts. The tide reaches no hfthei? 
than tq the village of 7>^/w, about a mile and 
^ half from Llanrwft, to which place only the river 
is navigable, 

In the fifteen years of civil difcord during the 
jinfurredtioi^ of Owen Glyndwr, fqch were the ra^ 
Vages committed in thefe parts of Wales, that this 
place was fp entirely forfaken by its inhabitants, 
liiat grafe grew in the market place, and the deer 
from the moi^ptains jBed for refvige into the church^ ■ 
yard ^, 

Thp Eagles inn at Llanrwflj the only one where 
poft horfes are kept, i& in general found a very 
comfortable houfe ; but during the fummer feafon 
jt is ofteA fo much crowded by company, as to ren* 

♦ Wynne, 4^©. 

p G 4 der 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



45^ EXCURSION FROM CAERNARVON, 

der it very unpleafant to the wearied tourift. From 
this houfe guides may be had to accompany the tra- 
veller to any of the curiofities of the neighbour-, 
hood. 

About five miles from Llanwrft, leaving th^ road 
to Penmachno on the right, we pafled over fome 
fields, to fee a fmall waterfall an the riv^r Comvy^ 
Its height is not very confiderable, being only twelve 
or fourteen yards. The fcene was clad with wood, 
and the bed of the river excefCyely rugged. 

Somewhat more than half <i mile beyond this, 
we flopped at a fulling mill, near a bridge called 
Pont y Pandy, the bridge of the fulling mill. Here is ^ 

Cataract 

Called Rhaiadr y Craig Llwydy truly romantic and 
pifturefque. It is not very lofty, and the river, 
from want of water when we were here, flowed in 
two flreams, but the black and rugged rack that 
feparated them, rendered the fcene, though not 
perhaps quite fo tremendous, yet much more beau- 
tiful than if the whole had been concealed by the 
water. The high banks on each fide are orna-^ 
inented with pendent fhrubs, and a mill, and rude 
wooden aquedu^Jt (which conveys water to a^ old 
overfhot wheel),, overgrown with mofles and grafs, 
completed this elegant landfcape. The defcent to 
the bottom was fleep and difficult, but my trouble 
in fcrambljng down was. well repaid in feeing the 

m 
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fall to much greater advantage than from above. 
From hence it feemed increafed in height, and mai^ 
of the prominent and pointed rocks, before hidden, 
came, from this lituation, into the view. 

The river accompanies the road to fome diftance 
beyond this waterfall, Whei^e they |)arted we idFt 
the road, and wandered atoAg the banks of tlfe 
ftreaih for fome time, till we came to a maft v^ 
feeiie of wooded and projeOfing roclfe/ o^^i^j^gMg 
the black and ^fmal *oWent. '^ A gt^y led^ oft 
thfe oppofite fide, at fome fi^ght above the wjft^, 
reminded me very forcibly of the fcene "where G^f 
has placed his bard'} and all the k<k:bmpiatfyiag *ie^ 
tures were well fuited tb fueh a fcen^* - - • ■ ' 

.High on a rock, Twhcrfe haughty brow \ . 

Prowns o'^r ojd Conwy's foaming floodf 
RbbMiii tWlahli garbofwoe, ' . -^ rrvvui 
WItK haggard eyes, the poet ftood . ^ i ' - * fTi] 
(Loofe bis b?aTd|t'ai:H}l|9|tryit^ir ;,j ,[ [)l^n :o; /i-^T 
, ^^tream'd li^f ^ r{|/jtpor to Jihp trofxUcd ^if^fi r-. . | 
And with a maker's hand, and prophet's fire. ,. , 

otruck'the deep fbrrows of his lyre, 

' ■ '' ^ ' ■ ;-; •'' ^ ! :-.;:•:»!• ■^^ r, - ■.,;' ;; ^ ..-. „■.'■-{ :::»m 

From hence we returned to the road, and^^hOp 
ceeded onwards over a mountainous, though not 
either very romantic or interefting -country, till we 
reached Pentnachno, * TA^ Head of the Macbno^ a 
village lingular in its appearance^ the houfes being 
built almoft in a circle round the church. 



At 
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M tUe diftaiic€ of abo^t four milefi from ,Pfem 

jnac^Oj in the road leading from thence to Corwen^^ 

IS Tffijtty Evarty now a finall village, but fo called,, 

\t has been conjeftured, from its having foru>erly 

contained a houfe belonging to the knights bofpitaU 

4e^9 or knight j? of 5^ John of Jer^f§^(?!pi "^^ This had 

jytj$ j^ivjleg^ of a fiftnawjuy, and th^ place of c;our(f 

]^aj35te ?t reqept^f:le jfor thieve a^ , piurderers. it 

Vf9^ hy^[ ftr Jbhn Wy»ne, ^* a wafp'S neft, whigh 

^<>ub^ t^ig vi^ole co^ptt^y,— r-a f^ftuary qf roU>ers^ 

^^KF^iich aj #1^^ M^ere woAt to be aboy^ a hupdre^A 

:^FeU ;^oarfed aj^l ^^l a^oy?*^ f." 3eing feere ht^ 

yoQ4 ^ r^ach of inygders, the place was always 

fully peopled ; and eKtej^4vig their plimci^nng ex^n 

f urfions on ^1 fides to |bfi difts^nqe pf twenty of 

thirty niiles, they rendered themfelves the terror 

of the adjacent country, . Such were indeed the 

lavages they committed, tha,t nearly all the inhabit-^ 

5mt8 of the neighbourhood weT« driven to, feek fo^ 

refuge and fecurity beyoi^d their reach. 

From Penmachno, for we did not thin^ it worth 
our while to vifit Yfpytty Evan, w^ continued our 
journey, oyer ^ ftiil mountainoiis bulj dreary cowptry,, 
j^ ^ c^9ie to thie vill^tge of 

Feestiniog, 

3f^ Piace <^ Haftenin^.^ This fittle place, and tfact 
Tyaie n^ear it, have b^en jt^ftly celebraXe4 by the 

* The word Jpytiy being protably derived hom ioJpUtum, 
\ Wynae, 420. 429. 
t\' ' ^legatH 
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elegant pen of lord Lyttleton, who made a tour 
through Wales in the year 1756. 

It happened to be during a fair when we were 
here, ?nd as we chofe to fufFer any inconvenience 
rather than be peftered widi the vociferous curiofity 
of a fet of drunken fellows, we were taken from the 
inn into an adjoining building, ?ind fhewn up ftairg 
into a bed-room, even worfe than that I had flept 
in at Beddgelert. After we had fatiated our thirft 
as well as we could with what was called brandy 
and water, but which niight indeed haye been as 
eafily miftaken for burgundy as brandy, we wertt 
by a foot-path vdiich paffes thrpugh the field, x)p? 
pofite to the end of the houfe, to fee the 

FaLI^S OF T|IE. CyNFAEL, > 

Thefe are fituated, the one about threq hundred 
yards above, and the other three hundred yar4^ 
below a ruftic ftone bridge over "the river, tp which 
the path led us.: — ^The upper catarafl: cpnfifts of 
three fleeps, oyer which the water foams intp a deep 
black bafon, fhadowed by the adjoining rx)cks.T-T 
The other, which I think nearly as beautiful as thi^, 
is formed by a broad fheet of water, ^precipitat^ 
down a ilightLy (helving rock,, about fo^ty feet high, 
and darkened by, the foliage around it, \yhich cIoIj^s 
in almoft to the edge of the ftream* After the 
water has reached the bottom of the deep, cpncavity^ 
it rufhes along a narrow roqky chafm ; then 

Raging 
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Raging {ini amid the fliaggy rockd, ^ 

Now flaflies o'er the fcatter'd fragments, now ; 

Aflant the hollow channel rapid darts. 

And falh'ng fafl from gradual Hope to flope. 

With wild infrafled courfe and lefTen'd roar. 

It gams a fafcr bed, and fteals, at laft. 

Along the mazes of the quiet vale. 

Betwixt this cataraft and the bridge there is a 
tall columnar rock, which (lands in the bed of the 
river, coifed Pulpit Hifgh. Lloyd Cynfael^ or H\igh 
Xloyd*s pulpit^ the place from whence^ the pealantry 
fey, a magician of that name ufed to deliver his 
nightly incants^tions^ 

Anecdote of Hugh Lloyd. ' ~ 

Of this bard, magician, and warrior, for he 

tlajmed all thefe titles, the following anecdote is 

' recorded. When he wa^ a young man, he made a 

- (lone feat to put at the door of his houfe, which was 

.not for from hence j and his wife's fifter was the 

firft that tat upon it, *' Molly, (he faid,) you have 

fat firft upon this bench, and you muft pay me 

three kiffes for it.'* The demand was fatisfied. 

Some time afterwards his wife died, and he went to 

X-ondon; leaving his fifter in law, then married, 

'and herTiufband, He enlifted into the parliament's 

Torces, where he foon obtained a ^ommiflion ; and 

he was in the army of general Monk at the reftora- 

tion of Charles 11, After having heen from home 

piany years, and at length growing old, he returned 

tr' • to 
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to hi8 native country. Arriving at his own houfe 
on^ fine fuitinier's evening, he faw his fifter-in-law, 
her hufband) and childi'en (all ndw grown up), fit* 
ting on the fame ftoiie bencih^ eating flummery and 
milk* He alked them iil EpgBfh if they would give 
him a night's lodging ? but none of them knew a 
word of this language. They, however, conjeftured 
what he wanted, and fhewed him a bed, the beft in 
the cottage, but afked him to partake of their fare 
before he retired to reft. This he did, and being 
fatisfied with his hofpitable reception, addreffed them 
in Welfli in the following extempore ftanza : 

Yn Ffraine y mae gwin yn fFracth : yn Llundam 
Mae llavvnder cynlliaeth ; 
Yn Holand^'menyn helaeth; 
Y 'Ngbymru, llymry a llaeth. 

For wme3 delicious mighty France is prais'd, 
^ AnJ varioiis dainties are for London rais'd ; 
With butter, Holland half the world fupplies^ 
But milk and flummery more than. all I prize. 

*' What, you are a Wehhnlah, my good friend ?*^ 
cxcrilimed his fiften " Yes, (faid he,) I am : it is 
mA^y years finCe I had three kiffes from the female 
who fat firft on this b^mch !'* He was immediately 
recognised with the utmoft joy. He then took 
but ^f his packet a latge purfe filled with gold, and 
ihrbwirig it into her lap, ^* Here, (faid ho,) take 
fhfe as i rewai^d for your hofpitality to the old 
JEngHAi ftrang^, whcK is now more thwi fourfc6rfe 

' a years 
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fezrS 6{ age^ he; re^uire^ for it nothing iriorc^thari 
iai bed every liight^ arid fliimnierjf and niilfc every 
day wh^le tie livesi'^ From this time it is faid thjit 
he refided with thealt till hi$ deaths itrhich did not 
happen till fome yeki^ afterwards* 

: The Vale of Fi.ESTmibCi 

From the village of Ffeftiniog we defcended intd 
Cwni JVtaentwrog^ The Vale of Maentwrog^ (impro^ 
perly calfed by tourifts the vale of Ffcfliniojg,) and 
wandered leifurely along, enjoymg all the way the 
moft fiiblime pleafure in contemplating the beaudes 
of the fcene before us. There are few vales in this 
country that aSbrd ftich lovely profpecls as this; 
Many of the high momitains bounding its fides are 
Ihaded with lofty oaks ; and the filver Dwyryd^ 
T'lvo Forth^ ferpentizes placidly and filently along 
the bottom, amidft the richeft cultivadon. The 
fea, at a diftance, clofes the view ; and Traeth Bach^ 
a wide arm of it, is feen to receive the Dwyryd, a 
little below Tanybv/lch hall, which is fituated dn a 

\ jfifmg ground, and embowered, ift woods, at the 
iiorth-weft qvtremity -of the vale. The little village 
of Maentwrog, irqm whence it takes its name^ is 

. feated nearly in the middle. The charader of the 
vale of Ffeftiniog is very different from that either 
of Lbnberis ^r Nant Hwynan \\ t^e fonner is ma- 
jeftic, graad, andfublime; Nai^t Hwynan ^eaif^ a 
^middle charafter, Us ..bottom is varied by infulated 

rocks, 
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1t)cks, and clad with trees; this is fimply ^legatit^ 
arid principally affords charms to the admirer of 
nature in her mdft chafte and delicate attire. Thfe 
bottom is open, arid cultivated from end to end, 
with trees fcattered along the walls and hedge-rows; 
The thick Woods on the mountains on the riorth- 
fide foften very beautifully what would be otherwife 
a bleak and dreary feature iri the fcene^ *^ Widl 
the woman one loves, with the friend of bne's hearty 
k^nd a good ftudy of books, (fays lord Lyttleton to 
his friend Mr. BoWer,) one might pafs an age in this 
vale, and think it a day. If you have a mind t6, 
live long, and renew your youth, come with Mrs*^ 
JBower, and fettle at Ffeftiniog. Not long ago there 
died in that neighbourhood an honeft Welfti farmer, 
who was 1 05 years of age. By his firft wife he had 
thirty children, •f(?;2 by his fecond, yi?^^ by his third, 
zxiAfeven by two concubines : his youngeft fon was- 
-eighty-one years younger thari his eldeft } arid 800 
perfons^ defcended from his body, attended his fu* 
heral." — I can add another inftance of age and fecun-* 
dity in this vale, which, though far (hort of this in 
point of numbers, is ftill fufficiently great to prove 
.the healthinefs of the place. Jane Price, who died 
in the year 1694, had at the time of her deatlt 
twelve children^ forty-feven grand-children^ arid/A/r- 
ieen great grand-children- 

We afcended, along v/ith the road, the mountains 
forming the northern boundary of the vale, on t^e 

heights 
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heighCs of which (land Tanybwlch inn. Here wc 
dined, and from hence we went the fame evenings 
^tb^ugh Beddgelert, again to Caemaryon *. 

* Tanybwlck will be defcribcd m the fird chapter of the 
cnfuing volume. 



END. OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 






frlntcdl.y A. Sir-*har., 
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